
PRACTICE EXAM 9: LEED GREEN ASSOCIATE 
SIMULATION (100 QUESTIONS)

This practice exam contains 100 multiple-choice questions modeled on the LEED Green Associate (v5) exam 
administered by GBCI. The official exam has a 2-hour time limit and requires a score of 170 out of 200 to pass.  
Select the single best answer for each question. Answers and full explanations follow the exam.

1. A project team wants to reduce peak cooling load as cost-effectively as possible. Which strategy is the 
BEST first step?

A. Improve envelope insulation and glazing performance during early design

B. Install a larger chiller to compensate for the existing envelope

C. Wait until construction is complete to evaluate load reduction options

D. Add supplemental electric resistance heating to balance the system

2.  A project team is choosing between two comparable sites. Which factor should carry the MOST 
weight for Location and Transportation credit potential?

A. Distance from the nearest highway on-ramp

B. Proximity to frequent transit service and walkable daily amenities

C. The total number of available surface parking spaces

D. The site's distance from the nearest airport

3.  A team wants to reduce a product's  embodied carbon as effectively as possible within a limited 
budget. Which strategy is generally the BEST first option to explore?

A. Specifying only virgin materials with high recycled content

B. Purchasing carbon offsets to cover the material impact

C. Increasing the structural safety factor beyond code requirements



D. Reusing existing structural elements already present on site

4. A project team wants to select an alternative water source for non-potable reuse. Which is generally 
the BEST source to prioritize first?

A. Raw water from a nearby stream

B. Untreated groundwater from an on-site well

C. Condensate from cooling equipment

D. Discharge from an open-loop geothermal system

5. A candidate is deciding when to complete the Human Impact Assessment. Which timing is BEST for  
genuinely influencing project decisions?

A. After construction documents are finalized

B. After the building permit is issued

C. During early discovery, before major decisions are finalized

D. After occupancy begins

6.  A project team wants to maximize its Reduce Embodied Carbon points with the resources it has. 
Which pathway is BEST for a team with strong in-house life-cycle assessment expertise?

A. Whole-Building Life-Cycle Assessment (Option 1)

B. Referenced Standard Compliance (Option 3) exclusively

C. Skipping the credit entirely to save time

D. Relying solely on manufacturer marketing claims

7.  A team wants to reduce irrigation demand as effectively as possible. Which strategy is the BEST 
choice where climate and budget genuinely allow it?

A. Installing a larger irrigation system with more zones

B. Increasing turf grass coverage across the site



C. Watering on a fixed schedule regardless of weather

D. Native, drought-tolerant landscaping requiring no permanent irrigation

8. A project team wants to verify that installed systems actually match design intent. Which activity is  
BEST suited to this specific purpose?

A. Energy modeling alone, without further verification

B. Commissioning, including OPR and BOD review

C. A one-time occupant satisfaction survey

D. Reviewing marketing materials from equipment manufacturers

9.  A project team is deciding how to phase a decarbonization roadmap. Which approach is generally 
BEST for refrigerant system upgrades specifically?

A. Replacing all refrigerant equipment immediately regardless of condition

B. Ignoring refrigerant upgrades entirely in the roadmap

C. Upgrading only after a system failure occurs unexpectedly

D. Timing the upgrade to coincide with the equipment's natural replacement year

10.  A  project  team  wants  to  reduce  light  pollution  as  effectively  as  possible  without  eliminating 
necessary site lighting. Which strategy is BEST?

A. Removing all exterior lighting regardless of safety needs

B. Installing unshielded floodlights at maximum brightness

C. Using full cutoff, shielded fixtures calibrated to actual need

D. Leaving all exterior lights on continuously at full output

11. A project team is choosing a ventilation compliance pathway. Which is the BEST choice for a team 
wanting a performance-based alternative to prescriptive rate calculation?

A. The ASHRAE Indoor Air Quality Procedure (IAQP)



B. Ignoring ASHRAE 62.1 entirely

C. A one-time air quality test with no ongoing component

D. Relying solely on occupant complaints as the only indicator

12. A project team wants to earn Reduce Peak Thermal Loads points as effectively as possible. Which  
strategy delivers the BEST combined cost and carbon outcome?

A. Oversizing mechanical equipment to handle any possible load

B. Reducing load through envelope and orientation before equipment selection

C. Ignoring load calculations until construction is complete

D. Adding supplemental resistance heating to balance load variability

13.  A  project  team  is  choosing  a  refrigerant.  Which  choice  is  generally  BEST  for  minimizing 
Fundamental Refrigerant Management compliance risk?

A. A refrigerant with zero ozone depletion potential and low GWP

B. The least expensive refrigerant available regardless of GWP

C. A refrigerant banned under international agreements

D. Whichever refrigerant requires the least leak detection equipment

14.  A project  team wants  to  earn  Renewable  Energy  points  as  efficiently  as  possible  on  a  space-
constrained urban site. Which strategy is generally BEST?

A. Relying exclusively on on-site generation despite limited roof area

B. Combining available on-site generation with an off-site PPA

C. Abandoning renewable energy strategies entirely due to space constraints

D. Waiting for roof area to somehow expand before pursuing any strategy

15.  A project team wants to choose the MOST effective Reduce Parking strategy. Which approach is 
generally BEST when paired with genuine transit access?



A. Maximizing parking supply regardless of transit access

B. Ignoring parking demand analysis entirely

C. Reducing parking supply and charging market-rate fees together

D. Offering unlimited free parking to attract tenants

16. A project team wants to select the BEST site among several options with different levels of existing 
contamination. Which is generally the strongest Equitable Development choice?

A. An uncontaminated greenfield site with no remediation needs

B. A site with no documented history of any kind

C. A site far from any community or transit infrastructure

D. A brownfield site with authority-mandated remediation requirements

17. A project team wants to choose the BEST commissioning approach for a project targeting long-term 
operational verification. Which pathway is generally strongest?

A. Skipping commissioning entirely to save cost

B. Fundamental Commissioning alone, with no further verification

C. Enhanced Commissioning extending into monitoring-based commissioning

D. A single walkthrough inspection before occupancy only

18.  A  project  team  wants  to  select  the  MOST  effective  pathway  for  demonstrating  genuine 
transportation impact reduction. Which is generally BEST?

A. Assuming reduction without any documented VMT comparison

B. Comparing documented baseline-case and proposed-case VMT figures

C. Relying solely on anecdotal occupant commuting reports

D. Ignoring transportation strategy documentation entirely

19.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach to selecting building materials for embodied 
carbon disclosure. Which is generally strongest under LEED v5's tightened requirements?



A. Products with EPDs demonstrating a 20% improvement over baseline

B. Products with any EPD regardless of performance

C. Products with no EPD but strong marketing claims

D. Products chosen exclusively by lowest price

20. A project team wants to select the BEST approach for a Human Impact Assessment on a site near a 
school. Which is generally strongest?

A. Ignoring the school's proximity entirely

B. Completing the assessment only after construction begins

C. Delegating the assessment entirely to a single unrelated consultant with no local knowledge

D. Incorporating construction-phase noise and air quality commitments into planning

21.  A  project  team  wants  to  choose  the  BEST  strategy  for  reducing  a  cooling  tower's  water 
consumption. Which is generally strongest?

A. Reducing cycles of concentration to the lowest possible number

B. Ignoring cooling tower water use entirely

C. Increasing potable water makeup volume without adjustment

D. Increasing cycles of concentration and using alternative makeup water sources

22. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Owner's Project Requirements document.  
Which is generally strongest?

A. Leaving goals vague to preserve maximum design flexibility

B. Clearly documenting the owner's goals, budget, and sustainability objectives

C. Skipping the OPR entirely and relying only on verbal agreements

D. Writing the OPR only after construction is already complete

23. A project team wants to choose the BEST strategy for Enhanced Refrigerant Management given a 
refrigerant with moderate GWP. Which approach is generally strongest?



A. Assuming automatic qualification with no calculation

B. Ignoring the credit entirely

C. Completing Option 2's calculation incorporating charge, leakage rate, and equipment life

D. Replacing all equipment immediately regardless of condition

24.  A project  team wants  to  choose  the  BEST approach  for  a  site  with  both  nesting  wildlife  and 
proposed construction activity nearby. Which is generally strongest?

A. Scheduling construction outside the nesting season with a buffer zone

B. Proceeding with construction on the original schedule regardless of nesting

C. Ignoring the wildlife finding since it covers a small area

D. Relocating the wildlife using construction crews directly

25. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for benchmarking data showing a performance 
gap. Which response is generally strongest?

A. Disregarding the data since certification was already awarded

B. Assuming the original design team acted fraudulently

C. Immediately replacing all mechanical equipment regardless of cause

D. Investigating specific causes like control drift or occupancy differences

26. A project team wants to choose the BEST pathway for Outdoor Water Use Reduction in a climate 
that genuinely supports it. Which is generally strongest?

A. Reduced Irrigation with minimal efficiency improvement

B. Unlimited irrigation with no documentation

C. No Irrigation Required through native, drought-tolerant landscaping

D. Increasing turf grass coverage across the entire site

27.  A  project  team  wants  to  choose  the  BEST  strategy  for  a  project  targeting  LEED  Platinum 
specifically. Which combination is generally strongest for Energy and Atmosphere?



A. Retaining unrestricted on-site combustion for convenience

B. Full electrification paired with meaningful renewable energy use

C. Ignoring energy efficiency strategies entirely

D. Relying solely on carbon offsets with no on-site strategy

28.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for identifying its embodied carbon hotspot  
materials. Which is generally strongest?

A. Calculating GWP for structure, enclosure, and hardscape materials systematically

B. Guessing based on general industry assumptions with no calculation

C. Skipping hotspot identification entirely

D. Relying solely on a single manufacturer's claims

29. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a Preconstruction Site Assessment on a site  
that appears visibly undeveloped. Which is generally strongest?

A. Skipping the assessment since the site appears undeveloped

B. Assuming no sensitive features exist without investigation

C. Relying on satellite imagery alone with no field verification

D. Conducting the assessment regardless of the site's apparent condition

30. A project team wants to choose the BEST strategy for Diverse Uses in an area with limited existing 
variety. Which approach is generally strongest?

A. Ignoring the pathway entirely since existing variety is limited

B. Selecting a different site with genuine existing use variety, if feasible

C. Claiming the pathway regardless of actual site conditions

D. Building additional single-use residential structures only

31. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for Water Metering submetering strategy. Which 
is generally strongest?



A. Tracking irrigation, indoor plumbing, and reclaimed water separately

B. Relying on a single whole-building total with no further detail

C. Skipping metering entirely to save installation cost

D. Metering only once per year regardless of consumption patterns

32.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for Connecting with Nature. Which strategy 
combination is generally strongest?

A. A single potted plant in an unused corner

B. No biophilic elements of any kind

C. Combining direct nature contact, indirect reference, and spatial configuration together

D. Exterior landscaping only, with no interior elements

33.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its decarbonization plan documentation. 
Which is generally strongest?

A. A single vague sentence expressing general intent

B. No written plan at all

C. An unlimited-length document with no page constraint

D. A concise, two-page plan with strategies tied to specific triggering conditions

34. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for selecting a LEED rating system for a mixed-
use development. Which approach is generally strongest?

A. Carefully evaluating project scope and ownership structure using USGBC's selection guidance

B. Selecting whichever rating system has the fewest prerequisites

C. Choosing randomly among the five core adaptations

D. Copying whatever rating system a nearby, unrelated project used

35. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for Accessible Outdoor Space. Which design is 
generally strongest under LEED v5's updated intent?



A. A rooftop garden reachable only by a narrow staircase

B. A space technically meeting square footage with no other consideration

C. A space with genuine ramps, seating, and public-facing access

D. A space restricted exclusively to building occupants

36. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a Climate Resilience Assessment on a site 
facing multiple hazard types. Which is generally strongest?

A. Ignoring hazards below a subjectively chosen severity threshold

B. Addressing the genuinely most relevant hazards with documented design strategies

C. Addressing exactly one hazard regardless of site-specific relevance

D. Deferring all hazard consideration until after occupancy

37.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Basis of Design relative to the OPR.  
Which is generally strongest?

A. Writing the BOD before the OPR is drafted

B. Ignoring the OPR entirely when developing the BOD

C. Copying a generic BOD template with no project-specific content

D. Developing the BOD as a genuine technical response to the documented OPR

38. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for Access to Transit versus Walkable Location 
on a site with both qualities present. Which strategy is generally strongest?

A. Documenting both pathways where the site genuinely supports each

B. Choosing only the pathway offering fewer points

C. Ignoring one pathway arbitrarily without evaluation

D. Assuming only one pathway can ever apply to any site

39. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for exterior lighting design balancing safety and 
Light Pollution Reduction. Which strategy is generally strongest?



A. Maximizing total lighting output regardless of direction

B. Calibrating shielded fixtures to genuine functional and safety need

C. Eliminating all exterior lighting regardless of safety needs

D. Leaving lighting decisions entirely to chance during construction

40. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for Sustainable Purchasing Policy scope. Which 
is generally strongest?

A. Addressing only construction-phase material purchases

B. Addressing only refrigerant-related purchases

C. Addressing ongoing operational procurement across the building's full life

D. Addressing purchases only during the first year of operation

41. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a Whole-Building Life-Cycle Assessment's  
scope. Which is generally strongest?

A. Assessing only the construction phase in isolation

B. Assessing only end-of-life stages with no other scope

C. Assessing material production through end-of-life stages comprehensively

D. Assessing only a single material category exclusively

42. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a project's Green Lease language. Which is 
generally strongest?

A. Leaving energy cost responsibility entirely undefined

B. Aligning landlord and tenant incentives around energy and water performance

C. Placing all utility costs solely on the landlord with no tenant incentive

D. Ignoring lease language entirely as irrelevant to sustainability

43. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for pursuing both on-site and off-site renewable 
energy. Which strategy is generally strongest?



A. Combining both strategies to more fully address total energy footprint

B. Pursuing only off-site procurement even where on-site is feasible

C. Pursuing only on-site generation regardless of capacity limits

D. Avoiding both strategies to minimize documentation effort

44. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Preconstruction Site Assessment timing. 
Which is generally strongest?

A. Conducting it after the site plan is already finalized

B. Conducting it only after construction begins

C. Conducting it only if legally required by a permitting authority

D. Conducting it before finalizing the site plan and building placement

45.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for LEED AP credential representation on 
professional materials. Which is generally strongest?

A. Using 'LEED AP' as a generic abbreviation with no specialty noted

B. Claiming a specialty the candidate has not actually earned

C. Omitting any LEED credential mention entirely

D. Accurately stating the specific credential and specialty actually held

46.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Carbon Assessment scope. Which is  
generally strongest?

A. Addressing only refrigerant-related emissions

B. Addressing only transportation-related emissions

C. Addressing energy, refrigerants, embodied carbon, and transportation together

D. Addressing only embodied carbon in isolation

47.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a candidate deciding when to attempt the 
LEED AP specialty exam. Which sequence is generally strongest?



A. Attempting the specialty exam before Green Associate

B. Passing Green Associate first, then pursuing the specialty exam

C. Skipping Green Associate entirely using a professional license instead

D. Attempting both exams simultaneously on the same day

48. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Ventilation Performance strategy given 
available budget for enhanced rates. Which is generally strongest?

A. Pursuing the highest enhanced rate tier the budget genuinely supports

B. Meeting only the bare Minimum Indoor Air Quality Performance baseline

C. Ignoring ventilation strategy entirely to save cost

D. Reducing ventilation below the baseline to cut energy use

49.  A project  team wants to choose the BEST approach for Compact  and Connected Development 
pathway selection. Which is generally strongest?

A. Selecting a pathway regardless of whether the site actually qualifies

B. Ignoring all pathways entirely

C. Selecting only the pathway requiring the least documentation effort

D. Selecting the pathway or pathways the site's actual conditions genuinely support

50. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for benchmarking frequency after certification.  
Which is generally strongest?

A. Benchmarking only once, immediately at certification

B. Never benchmarking after certification is awarded

C. Benchmarking on an ongoing basis throughout building operation

D. Benchmarking only if a tenant specifically requests it

51.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a project's Fundamental Commissioning 
scope. Which is generally strongest?



A. Reviewing the OPR and BOD and verifying energy-related system installation

B. Skipping OPR and BOD review entirely to save time

C. Verifying only cosmetic finishes with no system verification

D. Deferring all verification until well after occupancy begins

52. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Reduce Embodied Carbon pathway given  
limited technical capacity. Which is generally strongest?

A. Attempting a full WBLCA despite lacking the necessary expertise

B. Pursuing EPD Analysis (Option 2) as a more accessible pathway

C. Skipping the credit entirely due to capacity constraints

D. Guessing at embodied carbon figures with no actual documentation

53.  A project  team wants  to  choose  the  BEST approach  for  a  site  with  documented  groundwater 
contamination. Which strategy is generally strongest for Equitable Development?

A. Pursuing the brownfield remediation pathway through authority-mandated cleanup

B. Avoiding the site entirely regardless of remediation feasibility

C. Ignoring the contamination finding in project documentation

D. Building without any remediation despite the documented contamination

54.  A project  team wants to choose the BEST approach for Indoor Air Quality Performance given 
available resources for ongoing monitoring. Which is generally strongest?

A. A single one-time test with no ongoing component

B. No air quality strategy of any kind

C. Continuous monitoring to access the full available point total

D. Relying solely on occupant complaints as the only indicator

55. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a project's Green Power and Carbon Offsets  
pursuit after meeting its Renewable Energy target. Which is generally strongest?



A. Assuming no further energy-related credit pursuit is possible

B. Pursuing additional purchases to address remaining uncovered footprint

C. Reversing the already-earned Renewable Energy credit

D. Ignoring any remaining footprint entirely

56. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a project's Human Impact Assessment scope 
near a residential neighborhood. Which is generally strongest?

A. Ignoring the neighborhood's proximity entirely

B. Assuming no community impact exists without investigation

C. Delegating the assessment to a consultant with no local context

D. Incorporating genuine local demographic and infrastructure data into design

57.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for Reduced Irrigation versus No Irrigation 
Required. Which determines the appropriate pathway?

A. Whether the climate and design genuinely support eliminating permanent irrigation

B. Always choosing Reduced Irrigation regardless of climate

C. Always choosing No Irrigation Required regardless of climate

D. Flipping a coin between the two pathways

58.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a decarbonization roadmap's renewable 
energy PPA timing. Which is generally strongest?

A. Signing a PPA before any load data is available

B. Avoiding any PPA regardless of circumstances

C. Timing the PPA once benchmarking data establishes the actual load profile

D. Signing multiple redundant PPAs simultaneously with no coordination

59. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Preconstruction Site Assessment findings 
on special-status vegetation. Which response is generally strongest?



A. Removing the vegetation immediately regardless of findings

B. Ignoring the finding since it covers a small area

C. Documenting the finding with no design response

D. Incorporating the vegetation into the landscape design where feasible

60. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Enhanced Building Accessibility strategy. 
Which is generally strongest?

A. Meeting only minimum legal accessibility code requirements

B. Exceeding minimum legal requirements toward genuine, comfortable usability

C. Ignoring accessibility considerations beyond code entirely

D. Restricting accessible design features to exterior spaces only

61.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its LEED Fellow application endorsers. 
Which is generally strongest?

A. Selecting endorsers with no LEED credential of any kind

B. Selecting only endorsers unfamiliar with the nominee's actual work

C. Selecting a single endorser regardless of credential requirements

D. Including at least two endorsers holding LEED AP with specialty

62.  A project  team wants to choose the BEST approach for its  Water Efficiency alternative source 
hierarchy. Which principle is generally strongest?

A. Selecting sources randomly with no evaluation criteria

B. Always selecting the most treatment-intensive source available

C. Prioritizing sources requiring the least treatment first

D. Ignoring treatment intensity entirely as a selection factor

63. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its exam preparation given limited study time 
before test day. Which strategy is generally strongest?



A. Prioritizing heavily weighted domains like LEED Process and Energy and Atmosphere

B. Studying only the topics that seem most personally interesting

C. Ignoring domain weighting entirely and studying alphabetically

D. Skipping practice exams entirely in favor of passive reading only

64. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Diverse Uses and Surrounding Density 
pathway pursuit together. Which strategy is generally strongest?

A. Pursuing only one pathway regardless of site conditions

B. Selecting a site where both genuine density and use variety already exist

C. Ignoring both pathways in favor of unrelated credits only

D. Creating artificial density metrics with no actual basis

65. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a Preliminary Review clarification request  
from GBCI. Which response is generally strongest?

A. Ignoring the request entirely and hoping it resolves itself

B. Promptly addressing and resolving the specific documentation question raised

C. Withdrawing the entire certification application immediately

D. Submitting unrelated documentation instead of addressing the actual request

66. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Materials and Resources hotspot material 
reduction strategy. Which is generally strongest?

A. Ignoring hotspot materials entirely once identified

B. Replacing all materials regardless of their actual contribution

C. Prioritizing reduction strategies for the materials contributing most to total embodied carbon

D. Focusing exclusively on materials contributing the least impact

67. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Grid-Interactive strategy given available  
demand response programs. Which is generally strongest?



A. Enrolling in genuinely available demand response programs where beneficial

B. Ignoring grid conditions entirely regardless of program availability

C. Operating on a fixed schedule with no flexibility whatsoever

D. Disconnecting from the grid entirely to avoid any coordination

68. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Preconstruction Site Assessment scope on 
a site with multiple sensitive features. Which is generally strongest?

A. Assessing only the single most obvious feature

B. Skipping assessment of features assumed to be minor

C. Relying on a prior owner's outdated assessment with no update

D. Comprehensively documenting all genuinely relevant sensitive features present

69. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Occupant Experience strategy balancing 
daylighting and acoustics. Which is generally strongest?

A. Maximizing daylighting with no consideration of acoustic impact

B. Balancing both qualities together with acoustic treatments preserving daylighting benefits

C. Maximizing acoustic performance with no consideration of daylighting

D. Ignoring both qualities in favor of unrelated credits only

70. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Water Metering and Reporting long-term 
commitment. Which is generally strongest?

A. Committing verbally with no documented plan

B. Planning only for the certification submission, not beyond

C. Assuming the commitment ends automatically after one year

D. Establishing systems supporting at least five years of annual reporting

71. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Sustainable Sites priority site selection. 
Which is generally strongest?



A. Selecting a floodplain site for its scenic value

B. Selecting a wetland site regardless of ecological impact

C. Selecting a previously developed or brownfield site where feasible

D. Selecting prime farmland for its open space appeal

72.  A project  team wants  to  choose  the  BEST approach  for  its  Reduce  Peak  Thermal  Loads  and 
Ventilation Performance credits pursued together. Which is generally strongest?

A. Balancing both goals rather than maximizing either in complete isolation

B. Maximizing ventilation rates with no regard for thermal load impact

C. Maximizing peak load reduction with no regard for ventilation needs

D. Ignoring both credits in favor of unrelated strategies only

73. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Tenant Guidelines documentation under 
Core and Shell. Which is generally strongest?

A. Leaving sustainability guidance entirely to individual future tenants

B. Providing no documentation and hoping tenants act sustainably regardless

C. Documenting clear sustainability requirements and design guidance for future tenants

D. Waiting until tenants are identified by name before any documentation

74. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Whole-Building Life-Cycle Assessment  
Module D reporting. Which is generally strongest?

A. Ignoring Module D entirely as irrelevant

B. Reporting genuine end-of-life reuse and recovery potential separately

C. Combining Module D data with core life-cycle stages with no distinction

D. Estimating Module D figures with no supporting basis

75.  A project  team wants to choose the BEST approach for its  Enhanced Refrigerant  Management 
compliance given a low-GWP refrigerant already selected. Which is generally strongest?



A. Confirming automatic Option 1 qualification with no further calculation needed

B. Completing Option 2's calculation unnecessarily despite already qualifying

C. Switching to a higher-GWP refrigerant for no clear benefit

D. Ignoring the credit entirely despite already qualifying

76. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Preconstruction Site Assessment relative  
to design finalization timing. Which sequence is generally strongest?

A. Finalizing the design first, then conducting the assessment

B. Conducting the assessment only after construction begins

C. Skipping the assessment if the design is already finalized

D. Conducting the assessment before finalizing the site plan and building placement

77. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Access to Transit documentation given 
varying service frequency at nearby stops. Which is generally strongest?

A. Documenting the stop with the shortest walking distance regardless of frequency

B. Documenting service frequency data for whichever stop is closest only

C. Documenting the genuinely most frequent, highest-value transit service available nearby

D. Ignoring frequency data entirely in favor of distance alone

78.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Materials and Resources sustainable 
purchasing implementation. Which is generally strongest?

A. Implementing the policy only during the first month of operation

B. Establishing a genuine, ongoing policy applied consistently throughout operation

C. Writing a policy with no actual implementation plan

D. Applying the policy only to the least significant purchase categories

79.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Indoor Environmental Quality strategy 
balancing multiple human-centered credits. Which approach is generally strongest?



A. Pursuing only air quality credits while ignoring all others

B. Pursuing only acoustic credits while ignoring all others

C. Pursuing only accessibility credits while ignoring all others

D. Considering air quality, comfort, accessibility, and biophilic design together holistically

80. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its LEED AP point within Project Priorities.  
Which is generally strongest?

A. Ensuring a LEED AP with the project-appropriate specialty is a genuine principal participant

B. Claiming the point based on general team familiarity with LEED

C. Assuming any USGBC member automatically satisfies this point

D. Ignoring the point entirely as insignificant

81. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Climate Resilience Assessment findings 
relative to Enhanced Resilient Site Design. Which sequence is generally strongest?

A. Designing site resilience strategies before completing the assessment

B. Using assessment findings to directly inform site resilience design strategies

C. Ignoring the assessment when developing site design

D. Treating the two as entirely unrelated, disconnected activities

82.  A  project  team  wants  to  choose  the  BEST  approach  for  its  decarbonization  plan's  strategy 
sequencing. Which is generally strongest?

A. Implementing every strategy simultaneously regardless of readiness

B. Implementing no strategies until the full 25-year horizon is reached

C. Randomly ordering strategies with no underlying logic

D. Phasing strategies according to data availability, cost, and equipment lifecycle

83.  A  project  team  wants  to  choose  the  BEST  approach  for  its  Preconstruction  Site  Assessment 
documentation quality. Which is generally strongest?



A. A brief, vague summary with no specific findings

B. A document copied from an unrelated project's assessment

C. A thorough, site-specific report identifying actual vegetation, soils, and habitat conditions

D. A document based entirely on assumptions with no field investigation

84. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Occupant Experience acoustic strategy in 
an open-plan office. Which is generally strongest?

A. Incorporating acoustic treatments while preserving the open-plan daylighting benefits

B. Eliminating the open-plan layout entirely to solve acoustic issues

C. Ignoring acoustic performance entirely in favor of daylighting alone

D. Adding no acoustic treatment and accepting poor acoustic performance

85.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Fundamental Refrigerant Management 
compliance path selection. Which factor should genuinely drive the decision?

A. Whichever path requires the least paperwork regardless of actual system needs

B. A coin flip between the two available compliance paths

C. The project's actual mechanical system requirements and available refrigerant options

D. Whichever path a competing nearby project happened to use

86.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Water Efficiency percentage-reduction 
documentation. Which is generally strongest?

A. Calculating an accurate baseline before claiming any percentage reduction

B. Estimating the percentage reduction with no baseline calculation

C. Assuming a fixed percentage regardless of actual fixture specifications

D. Skipping percentage documentation in favor of a vague general claim

87. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Renewable Energy Certificate purchase 
strategy. Which is generally strongest?



A. Purchasing RECs with no verification of their underlying generation source

B. Avoiding RECs entirely regardless of their potential benefit

C. Purchasing RECs randomly with no connection to actual energy use

D. Purchasing Green-e Energy certified RECs matched to genuine energy needs

88.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Compact and Connected Development 
documentation given both transit and walkability present. Which is generally strongest?

A. Documenting only whichever pathway requires less paperwork

B. Documenting both qualifying conditions where the site genuinely supports each

C. Ignoring one quality arbitrarily without evaluation

D. Assuming only one pathway can ever apply regardless of site conditions

89. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Basis of Design's relationship to actual 
system specification. Which is generally strongest?

A. Specifying systems with no connection to the documented BOD

B. Specifying systems that genuinely implement the BOD's documented technical approach

C. Writing the BOD after systems are already fully installed

D. Ignoring the BOD entirely during system specification

90.  A project  team wants to choose the BEST approach for its  Enhanced Commissioning authority 
engagement timing. Which is generally strongest?

A. Engaging the authority only after construction is complete

B. Engaging the authority only during the final walkthrough

C. Avoiding authority engagement entirely to save cost

D. Engaging the authority earlier in the design process for deeper review

91. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Materials and Resources reuse strategy 
given available existing structure on site. Which is generally strongest?



A. Demolishing all existing structure regardless of reuse potential

B. Ignoring reuse potential entirely in favor of new construction only

C. Evaluating and retaining genuinely viable existing structure where feasible

D. Retaining structure regardless of its actual structural viability

92. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Human Impact Assessment community 
engagement. Which is generally strongest?

A. Genuinely incorporating local community input into the assessment process

B. Assuming community needs without any actual engagement

C. Delegating community engagement entirely to an unrelated third party with no oversight

D. Skipping community engagement since it is not explicitly required

93.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its exam-day pacing strategy given the 2-
hour, 100-question format. Which is generally strongest?

A. Spending unlimited time on the first few questions regardless of pacing

B. Skipping difficult questions entirely and leaving them blank permanently

C. Flagging difficult questions, moving on, and returning with remaining time

D. Guessing on every question immediately with no reading at all

94. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Green Lease incentive alignment. Which 
structure is generally strongest?

A. Placing all upgrade costs on the landlord with all savings to the tenant

B. Placing all costs and all savings entirely on the tenant alone

C. Ignoring cost and savings allocation entirely in the lease

D. Structuring shared costs and savings so both parties benefit from efficiency

95. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Preconstruction Site Assessment relative  
to Biodiverse Habitat credit planning. Which sequence is generally strongest?



A. Planning habitat strategies before completing the site assessment

B. Using assessment findings to directly inform habitat protection and restoration strategies

C. Ignoring the assessment when planning habitat credits

D. Treating the two as entirely unrelated, disconnected requirements

96. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Minimum Energy Efficiency compliance 
documentation. Which is generally strongest?

A. Establishing an accurate reference baseline before claiming compliance

B. Assuming compliance with no baseline comparison

C. Estimating compliance with no supporting energy model

D. Skipping documentation in favor of a general compliance claim

97. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Preconstruction Site Assessment relative  
to Rainwater Management credit planning. Which sequence is generally strongest?

A. Planning rainwater strategy before completing the site assessment

B. Ignoring the assessment when planning rainwater management

C. Treating the two as entirely unrelated, disconnected requirements

D. Using assessment findings to inform where and how rainwater strategies are sited

98.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its overall study strategy heading into the  
actual GBCI exam. Which is generally strongest?

A. Reading passively with no active practice testing at all

B. Memorizing isolated facts with no conceptual understanding of underlying principles

C. Combining conceptual understanding, domain-weighted study, and full-length practice exams 
together

D. Relying exclusively on general professional experience with no LEED-specific study

99. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for reviewing missed questions after a practice 
exam. Which strategy is generally strongest?



A. Ignoring missed questions entirely and moving to the next practice exam

B. Reviewing why the correct answer was correct and why distractors were wrong

C. Simply memorizing the correct letter with no understanding of the reasoning

D. Reviewing only questions answered correctly, skipping missed ones entirely

100. A project team wants to choose the BEST overall approach for applying this guide's foundational  
Chapter 1 concepts across every later domain-specific chapter. Which strategy is generally strongest?

A. Recognizing systems thinking, life-cycle thinking, and the triple bottom line as recurring threads 
throughout every chapter

B. Treating each chapter as entirely unrelated to Chapter 1's foundational concepts

C. Ignoring Chapter 1 entirely once later chapters are reached

D. Assuming Chapter 1 applies only to Energy and Atmosphere specifically

Practice Exam 9: Answer Key and Explanations

1. A — Improving envelope insulation and glazing performance during early design is the most cost-
effective first step, since it reduces load before mechanical equipment is even selected, cascading into 
smaller, less expensive equipment. Oversizing equipment or waiting until construction is complete both 
forfeit this early, high-leverage opportunity for meaningful load reduction. This is a textbook example of 
high-leverage early design intervention.

2. B — Proximity to frequent transit service and walkable daily amenities should carry the most weight, 
since  LEED's  Location  and  Transportation  credits  consistently  reward  these  qualities  rather  than 
highway access, parking capacity, or airport proximity, none of which are meaningfully rewarded under 
this credit category's actual structure and intent. No comparable weight applies to these unrelated site 
factors.

3. D  — Reusing existing structural elements already present on site is generally the best first option,  
since reuse avoids nearly all the manufacturing emissions a new replacement would require, making it  
consistently  one of  the  strongest  available  embodied carbon reduction strategies  before  considering 
other, more resource-intensive alternatives like offsets or safety factor increases.

4. C — Condensate from cooling equipment is generally the best source to prioritize first, since LEED 
explicitly directs project teams to favor alternative sources requiring the least treatment before reaching 



for  more  treatment-intensive  options.  Raw  stream  water,  untreated  groundwater,  and  geothermal 
discharge are all explicitly ineligible sources under LEED's water efficiency framework.

5. C — Completing the Human Impact Assessment during early discovery, before major decisions are 
finalized,  is  best  because  findings  need  to  genuinely  inform  those  decisions  rather  than  merely 
documenting choices already locked into place. Completing it after construction documents, permitting, 
or occupancy defeats this assessment's core, intended shaping purpose entirely. Later timing undermines 
this assessment's genuine shaping purpose.

6. A — Whole-Building Life-Cycle Assessment is generally the best pathway for a team with strong in-
house life-cycle  assessment  expertise,  since it  captures  credit  for  the most  comprehensive range of 
reduction strategies across a material's full life cycle. Skipping the credit or relying on marketing claims 
squanders the team's genuine existing analytical capability entirely.

7. D  — Native, drought-tolerant landscaping requiring no permanent irrigation is generally the best 
choice where climate and budget genuinely allow it, since this pathway eliminates irrigation demand 
entirely rather than merely reducing it. Larger irrigation systems, more turf grass, and fixed watering 
schedules all work directly against this credit's actual conservation intent.

8. B — Commissioning, including OPR and BOD review, is specifically suited to verifying that installed 
systems  actually  match  documented  design  intent,  since  this  is  precisely  the  verification  activity  
commissioning exists to perform. Energy modeling alone only predicts performance before construction, 
while  occupant  surveys  and  manufacturer  materials  provide  no  genuine  installation  verification 
whatsoever.

9.  D  — Timing a refrigerant  upgrade to coincide with the equipment's  natural  replacement year is 
generally  the  best  approach,  since  it  avoids  the  waste  and  expense  of  discarding  still-functional 
equipment prematurely while still ensuring meaningful, planned progress toward the roadmap's long-
term emissions goals within a genuinely sequenced, cost-effective decarbonization strategy. This avoids 
wasteful early replacement of functioning equipment.

10. C — Full cutoff, shielded fixtures calibrated to actual need are generally the best strategy, since they 
limit  light  trespass  and minimize uplight  while  still  meeting genuine safety and functional  lighting  
requirements. Eliminating all lighting risks safety, while unshielded floodlights or continuous full-output 
lighting both directly worsen light pollution outcomes instead. Safety and light pollution reduction can 
genuinely coexist together.

11.  A  —  The  ASHRAE  Indoor  Air  Quality  Procedure  is  the  best  choice  for  a  team  wanting  a 
performance-based alternative to prescriptive rate  calculation,  since it  allows source control  and air 
cleaning strategies to substitute for some outdoor air  ventilation while still  achieving equivalent air  
quality outcomes, a genuine, recognized LEED v5 compliance pathway.

12. B — Reducing load through envelope and orientation before equipment selection delivers the best 
combined cost and carbon outcome, since smaller resulting equipment costs less to purchase, install, and 



operate for the building's entire service life. Oversizing equipment or adding resistance heating both 
increase cost and energy use rather than reducing them.

13. A — A refrigerant with zero ozone depletion potential and low global warming potential is generally 
the best choice, since it minimizes both environmental risk and Fundamental Refrigerant Management  
compliance burden by potentially qualifying automatically under Enhanced Refrigerant Management's 
Option  1,  avoiding  the  more  detailed  calculation  required  for  higher-GWP  alternatives  entirely. 
Automatic qualification avoids the more detailed alternative calculation entirely.

14. B — Combining available on-site generation with an off-site power purchase agreement is generally 
the best strategy on a space-constrained site, since off-site procurement removes the physical ceiling 
limited roof area imposes, letting the project still meaningfully offset a larger percentage of its total  
energy use than on-site generation alone could achieve.

15. C — Reducing parking supply and charging market-rate fees together is generally the best approach 
when paired  with  genuine  transit  access,  since  combining both  strategies  sends  a  consistent  signal 
throughout the occupant experience, producing stronger behavioral shifts than pursuing either strategy 
alone while abundant or free parking undermines this intent.  Combined strategies outperform either 
pursued in isolation alone.

16. D — A brownfield site with authority-mandated remediation requirements is generally the strongest 
Equitable  Development  choice,  since  selecting  this  site  turns  the  LEED  project  into  the  vehicle 
addressing  genuine  environmental  contamination  through  the  brownfield  remediation  pathway,  a 
specifically rewarded strategy unlike an uncontaminated site with no comparable redevelopment benefit 
to offer. Comparable redevelopment benefit is absent from the other options.

17. C  — Enhanced Commissioning extending into monitoring-based commissioning is generally the 
strongest pathway for long-term operational verification, since it continues performance verification into 
a building's actual early operation rather than stopping at design-phase or handoff verification alone,  
directly closing the design-to-operation gap other commissioning approaches leave open. This directly 
closes the gap other approaches leave open.

18. B  — Comparing documented baseline-case and proposed-case VMT figures is generally the best 
pathway  for  demonstrating  genuine  transportation  impact  reduction,  since  this  comparison  directly 
quantifies how much car travel a project's strategies actually avoid. Assumptions or anecdotal reports  
provide  no  comparable,  credit-recognized  quantified  evidence  of  real  transportation  outcomes.  No 
comparable quantified evidence exists for the alternatives.

19.  A  — Products  with  EPDs  demonstrating  a  20% improvement  over  baseline  are  generally  the 
strongest choice under LEED v5's tightened disclosure requirements, since generic EPDs showing no 
measurable improvement no longer satisfy the consolidated credit. Marketing claims without EPDs and 
price-only selection both fail to meet this credit's actual verification standard. This tightened standard  
reflects LEED v5's stricter approach.



20. D — Incorporating construction-phase noise and air quality commitments into planning is generally 
the strongest approach near a school, translating the Human Impact Assessment's community findings 
into concrete, protective project decisions. Ignoring proximity, delaying the assessment, or delegating it 
without local knowledge all overlook the assessment's genuine, intended community-shaping purpose. 
This translates research findings into concrete protective action.

21.  D  —  Increasing  cycles  of  concentration  alongside  using  alternative  makeup  water  sources  is 
generally  the  strongest  strategy for  reducing cooling  tower  water  consumption,  since  higher  cycles 
reduce blowdown volume while alternative sources further displace potable water demand, combining 
two  complementary  mechanisms  rather  than  pursuing  either  strategy  in  isolation.  Combining  both 
mechanisms outperforms pursuing either alone.

22. B — Clearly documenting the owner's goals, budget, and sustainability objectives is generally the 
strongest approach for an Owner's Project Requirements, since this document exists specifically to give 
the whole project team a concrete reference to design toward. Vague goals or skipping the document  
entirely undermine the integrative process's foundational documentation chain.

23. C  — Completing Option 2's calculation incorporating charge, leakage rate, and equipment life is 
generally  the  strongest  approach  for  a  refrigerant  with  moderate  GWP that  does  not  automatically 
qualify under Option 1's simpler threshold, providing a genuine, real alternative compliance pathway 
rather than assuming automatic qualification that does not actually apply. This provides a genuine path 
where automatic qualification fails.

24. A — Scheduling construction outside the nesting season with a protective buffer zone is generally 
the  strongest  approach  when  both  nesting  wildlife  and  construction  activity  are  present,  directly 
protecting the identified species while  still  allowing the project  to proceed.  Ignoring the finding or 
proceeding unchanged risks genuine, avoidable ecological harm. This directly protects the species while  
allowing progress.

25.  D  — Investigating  specific  causes  like  control  drift  or  occupancy  differences  is  generally  the 
strongest  response  to  a  benchmarking  performance  gap,  since  this  diagnostic  approach  identifies 
genuinely correctable issues rather than disregarding useful data, assuming fraud without evidence, or 
replacing equipment disproportionately without first understanding the actual underlying cause. This 
diagnostic approach precedes any corrective action taken.

26. C — No Irrigation Required through native, drought-tolerant landscaping is generally the strongest 
pathway in a climate that genuinely supports it, since this approach eliminates irrigation demand entirely 
rather  than  merely  reducing  it  through  Reduced  Irrigation's  more  modest  efficiency  improvements, 
representing the more ambitious and complete Outdoor Water Use Reduction strategy available.

27. B  — Full electrification paired with meaningful renewable energy use is generally the strongest  
Energy and Atmosphere combination for a project targeting Platinum specifically, since this certification 
tier  specifically  expects  near-total  elimination  of  on-site  combustion  alongside  genuine  renewable 
energy adoption, making this combination close to a practical requirement rather than optional. This 
combination approaches a practical requirement at this tier.



28. A — Systematically calculating GWP for structure, enclosure, and hardscape materials is generally 
the strongest approach for identifying hotspot materials, since this quantified inventory provides the 
actual data needed to determine which specific materials genuinely contribute most to total embodied 
carbon, rather than relying on unsupported assumptions or a single manufacturer's claims.

29.  D  —  Conducting  the  Preconstruction  Site  Assessment  regardless  of  a  site's  apparent  visible 
condition is generally the strongest approach, since undocumented sensitive features can exist even on 
land that appears superficially undeveloped. Skipping the assessment or relying on satellite imagery 
alone  risks  missing  genuine,  ground-level  ecological  conditions  requiring  field-based  investigation. 
Undocumented features can exist regardless of visible appearance.

30. B  — Selecting a different site with genuine existing use variety, where feasible, is generally the 
strongest approach for Diverse Uses in an area with limited existing variety, since this pathway rewards 
conditions already present in the surrounding area rather than a project's internal program alone, which 
cannot manufacture genuine neighborhood-scale diversity.

31. A — Tracking irrigation, indoor plumbing, and reclaimed water separately is generally the strongest 
Water  Metering  submetering  strategy,  since  this  granular  approach lets  facilities  operators  pinpoint 
exactly where water is being used and where inefficiency or leaks are occurring, a diagnostic resolution 
a single combined whole-building total simply cannot provide. This resolution is unavailable through 
combined totals alone.

32.  C  — Combining  direct  nature  contact,  indirect  reference,  and  spatial  configuration  together  is 
generally the strongest Connecting with Nature strategy, since genuine biophilic design typically layers 
multiple mechanisms rather than relying on any single token element. A single potted plant alone does 
not fully satisfy this credit's genuinely more comprehensive design intent.

33. D — A concise, two-page plan with strategies tied to specific triggering conditions is generally the 
strongest decarbonization plan approach, satisfying the prerequisite's actual documented requirements. A 
vague sentence or no written plan fails to demonstrate genuine sequencing, while an unlimited-length  
document  exceeds  the  required  page  constraint  without  adding  genuine  value.  This  satisfies  the 
prerequisite's actual documented requirements precisely.

34. A — Carefully evaluating project scope and ownership structure using USGBC's selection guidance 
is generally the strongest approach for choosing a rating system, since this guidance exists specifically to 
help teams navigate genuinely ambiguous project types like mixed-use developments. Random selection 
or copying an unrelated project both risk a fundamentally mismatched rating system choice.

35.  C  — A space with genuine ramps,  seating,  and public-facing access  is  generally  the strongest 
Accessible Outdoor Space design under LEED v5's updated intent, satisfying the explicit barrier-free 
access and community usability requirements added beyond simple square footage. A stairs-only rooftop 
or  occupant-restricted  space  both  fail  this  credit's  genuinely  expanded  requirements.  This  satisfies 
requirements meaningfully exceeding simple square footage.



36. B — Addressing the genuinely most relevant hazards with documented design strategies is generally 
the strongest Climate Resilience Assessment approach, ensuring the required minimum of at least two 
hazard categories reflects the site's actual, real conditions rather than an arbitrary severity cutoff or a 
single hazard chosen regardless of genuine site-specific relevance.

37. D — Developing the Basis of Design as a genuine technical response to the documented Owner's  
Project Requirements is generally the strongest approach, since the BOD's entire purpose is translating 
the OPR's stated goals into a concrete technical strategy. Writing the BOD first or ignoring the OPR 
entirely severs this essential, intended documentation relationship.

38. A — Documenting both pathways where the site genuinely supports each is generally the strongest 
strategy  when  both  Access  to  Transit  and  Walkable  Location  conditions  are  present,  since  these 
pathways evaluate genuinely different qualities that can both exist simultaneously on a well-located site,  
maximizing legitimately earned credit rather than arbitrarily choosing only one.

39. B — Calibrating shielded fixtures to genuine functional and safety need is generally the strongest 
approach balancing safety and Light Pollution Reduction, since this strategy limits trespass and uplight  
while still meeting real occupant safety requirements. Maximizing output or eliminating lighting entirely  
both fail to properly balance these two legitimately competing considerations together.

40. C  — Addressing ongoing operational procurement across the building's full life is generally the 
strongest Sustainable Purchasing Policy scope, extending environmental consideration well beyond the 
one-time construction-phase decisions into decades of subsequent purchasing practice. Limiting scope to 
construction, refrigerants alone, or a single year all understate this policy's genuinely intended broader 
reach.

41. C  — Assessing material production through end-of-life stages comprehensively is generally the 
strongest  Whole-Building  Life-Cycle  Assessment  scope,  capturing  a  material's  full  environmental 
impact across its complete life cycle rather than any single isolated stage or category alone, which would 
miss significant impacts occurring at other points in that material's overall life-cycle timeline.

42. B — Aligning landlord and tenant incentives around energy and water performance is generally the  
strongest Green Lease approach, directly addressing the common real-world problem where a landlord 
funds  upgrades  but  only  the  tenant  captures  resulting  savings.  Leaving  responsibility  undefined  or 
misaligned removes the shared incentive this lease structure specifically exists to create.

43. A  — Combining both on-site and off-site renewable energy strategies is generally the strongest  
approach,  since these are complementary rather than mutually exclusive pathways,  letting a project 
offset a larger percentage of its total energy footprint than either strategy alone could achieve given 
typical site and market constraints most projects genuinely face.

44. D — Conducting the Preconstruction Site Assessment before finalizing the site plan and building 
placement is generally the strongest timing, since findings need to genuinely inform those decisions 
while they remain flexible and inexpensive to change. Conducting the assessment after finalization or  



construction  begins  defeats  its  entire  protective,  upstream purpose.  This  preserves  flexibility  while 
decisions remain inexpensive to change.

45. D — Accurately stating the specific credential and specialty actually held is generally the strongest  
approach for  professional  credential  representation,  protecting both  credibility  and compliance with 
USGBC's  branding  guidance.  Generic  abbreviations,  unearned  specialty  claims,  or  omitting  the 
credential entirely all misrepresent or understate a candidate's actual, genuinely earned qualifications. 
This protects both credibility and compliance with guidance.

46. C — Addressing energy, refrigerants, embodied carbon, and transportation together is generally the 
strongest Carbon Assessment scope, since the prerequisite specifically requires this comprehensive 25-
year projection spanning all these relevant emission sources together, rather than any single isolated 
category,  which  would  produce  an  incomplete  and  understated  overall  carbon  picture.  Any  single 
isolated category understates the full carbon picture.

47. B — Passing Green Associate first, then pursuing the specialty exam, is generally the strongest and 
only  valid  sequence,  since  this  is  a  firm,  mandatory  prerequisite  for  LEED  AP  with  specialty.  
Attempting  the  specialty  exam  first,  substituting  a  professional  license,  or  attempting  both 
simultaneously all fail to satisfy this required sequential credentialing structure.

48. A — Pursuing the highest enhanced rate tier the budget genuinely supports is generally the strongest 
Ventilation Performance strategy, maximizing points earned relative to available resources while still  
respecting genuine budget constraints. Meeting only the bare minimum or reducing ventilation below 
baseline both underachieve or actively work against this credit's actual intent.

49. D — Selecting the pathway or pathways the site's actual conditions genuinely support is generally 
the strongest Compact and Connected Development approach, ensuring documented claims reflect real,  
verifiable site qualities. Selecting regardless of qualification, ignoring pathways entirely, or choosing 
based  only  on  documentation  ease  all  risk  inaccurate  or  missed  credit  opportunities.  This  ensures 
documented claims reflect genuinely verifiable conditions.

50. C  — Benchmarking on an ongoing basis throughout building operation is generally the strongest 
approach  after  certification,  since  this  continuous  verification  is  precisely  what  reveals  genuine 
performance gaps and supports informed facilities management decisions over time. A single one-time 
measurement or no benchmarking at all forfeits this valuable, ongoing operational insight entirely.

51. A — Reviewing the OPR and BOD and verifying energy-related system installation is generally the 
strongest Fundamental Commissioning scope, satisfying this prerequisite's actual, mandatory baseline 
requirements. Skipping document review, verifying only cosmetic finishes, or deferring verification well 
past occupancy all fail to meet this prerequisite's genuine, required verification standard. This satisfies 
the prerequisite's genuine required verification standard.

52. B  — Pursuing EPD Analysis (Option 2) as a more accessible pathway is generally the strongest 
Reduce  Embodied  Carbon  approach  for  a  team  with  limited  technical  capacity,  letting  the  team 



meaningfully pursue reduction points without requiring a full Whole-Building Life-Cycle Assessment 
their capacity genuinely cannot support at this stage of the project.

53. A — Pursuing the brownfield remediation pathway through authority-mandated cleanup is generally 
the strongest Equitable Development strategy for a site with documented groundwater contamination, 
turning the LEED project into the mechanism addressing genuine environmental contamination directly, 
rather than avoiding the site entirely or building without addressing the documented issue at all. This  
addresses genuine contamination directly through the project itself.

54. C  — Continuous monitoring is generally the strongest Indoor Air Quality Performance approach 
where resources genuinely allow it, since this pathway unlocks the full available 10 points, compared to  
one-time  testing's  roughly  half  that  total.  Occupant  complaints  alone  provide  no  proactive,  credit-
recognized ongoing air quality verification whatsoever. This unlocks meaningfully more points than 
one-time testing alone.

55.  B  —  Pursuing  additional  Green  Power  and  Carbon  Offsets  purchases  to  address  remaining 
uncovered footprint is generally the strongest approach after meeting a Renewable Energy target, since 
these  represent  complementary,  layered  strategies  rather  than  mutually  exclusive  options,  letting  a 
project further reduce its overall reliance on fossil-fuel-generated electricity beyond the initial target.

56. D — Incorporating genuine local demographic and infrastructure data into design is generally the 
strongest  Human  Impact  Assessment  approach  near  a  residential  neighborhood,  translating  the 
assessment's  research  requirement  into  concrete,  community-grounded  design  decisions.  Ignoring 
proximity or assuming impact without investigation both undermine this assessment's genuine, intended 
community-context purpose. This grounds design decisions in genuine community context.

57. A  — Whether the climate and design genuinely support eliminating permanent irrigation is what 
should  determine  the  appropriate  pathway  choice  between  Reduced  Irrigation  and  No  Irrigation 
Required, ensuring the selected pathway reflects real site and climate conditions. Always choosing one 
option or  deciding by chance both ignore genuinely relevant,  site-specific  factors.  This  ensures  the 
pathway choice reflects real site conditions.

58. C — Timing a renewable energy PPA once benchmarking data establishes the actual load profile is  
generally the strongest approach, ensuring the contracted capacity genuinely matches real, measured 
building  needs  rather  than  a  design-phase  estimate.  Signing  before  data  exists  or  signing  multiple 
uncoordinated agreements both risk mismatched or wastefully redundant capacity commitments.

59. D — Incorporating special-status vegetation into the landscape design where feasible is generally the 
strongest response to a Preconstruction Site Assessment finding, translating documentation into genuine, 
protective design action.  Removing the vegetation,  ignoring the finding,  or  documenting it  with no 
design response all fail to act on the assessment's actual purpose. This translates documentation into 
genuine protective design action.

60. B — Exceeding minimum legal requirements toward genuine, comfortable usability is generally the 
strongest Enhanced Building Accessibility strategy, satisfying this credit's specific intent to go beyond 



baseline code compliance a project  would already have to meet regardless.  Meeting only minimum 
requirements or  restricting accessible features to exterior  spaces both understate  this  credit's  actual, 
higher bar.

61. D  — Including at least two endorsers holding LEED AP with specialty is generally the strongest 
LEED Fellow application approach, satisfying this firm structural requirement that provides credentialed 
peer verification of the nominee's claimed impact. Selecting uncredentialed or unfamiliar endorsers, or 
too few endorsers, fails to meet this application's actual, required standard.

62.  C  —  Prioritizing  sources  requiring  the  least  treatment  first  is  generally  the  strongest  Water 
Efficiency  alternative  source  principle,  reflecting  LEED's  explicit  direction  to  favor  low-treatment-
intensity options like condensate before reaching for more treatment-intensive alternatives.  Random 
selection or always choosing the most treatment-intensive source both ignore this genuinely established, 
practical  prioritization  guidance.  This  reflects  LEED's  genuinely  established  prioritization  guidance 
directly.

63. A  — Prioritizing heavily weighted domains like LEED Process and Energy and Atmosphere is 
generally  the  strongest  exam  preparation  strategy  given  limited  study  time,  since  these  domains 
contribute proportionally more questions to the actual exam. Studying only personally interesting topics 
or ignoring domain weighting entirely both risk inefficient allocation of genuinely limited study time.

64. B  — Selecting a site where both genuine density and use variety already exist  is generally the 
strongest approach for pursuing Diverse Uses and Surrounding Density together, since both pathways 
reward conditions already present in the surrounding area rather than a project's own internal program,  
which cannot manufacture genuine neighborhood-scale density and diversity alone.

65. B — Promptly addressing and resolving the specific documentation question raised is generally the 
strongest  response  to  a  Preliminary  Review  clarification  request,  keeping  the  certification  process 
moving  toward  a  final  decision.  Ignoring  the  request,  withdrawing  the  application,  or  submitting 
unrelated documentation all fail to actually resolve GBCI's genuine, specific review question. This keeps 
the certification process moving toward a decision.

66. C — Prioritizing reduction strategies for the materials contributing most to total embodied carbon is 
generally the strongest hotspot material approach, focusing limited effort where it will have the greatest 
overall  impact  on total  emissions.  Ignoring hotspots  or  focusing on the  least-contributing materials  
instead both squander this identification process's genuinely intended strategic value.

67. A — Enrolling in genuinely available demand response programs where beneficial is generally the 
strongest Grid-Interactive strategy, letting a building actively participate in load flexibility that reduces 
effective  carbon  footprint  and  often  earns  financial  incentives.  Ignoring  grid  conditions  entirely  or 
disconnecting from the grid both forfeit this genuinely available operational benefit. This forfeits no 
genuinely available operational benefit.

68. D — Comprehensively documenting all genuinely relevant sensitive features present is generally the 
strongest  Preconstruction  Site  Assessment  scope,  ensuring  no  significant  ecological  condition  goes 



undiscovered simply because it seemed less obvious initially. Assessing only the most obvious feature 
or relying on outdated prior documentation both risk missing genuinely relevant site conditions entirely.

69.  B  —  Balancing  both  daylighting  and  acoustics  together,  with  acoustic  treatments  preserving 
daylighting benefits, is generally the strongest Occupant Experience strategy in an open-plan office, 
resolving  the  genuine  design  tension  between  these  two qualities.  Maximizing  either  quality  while 
ignoring the other entirely fails to achieve the credit's genuinely holistic intent. This achieves the credit's  
genuinely holistic intended outcome.

70. D — Establishing systems supporting at least five years of annual reporting is generally the strongest 
Water Metering and Reporting approach, satisfying this prerequisite's genuine multi-year commitment 
requirement from the outset. Verbal commitments or planning only for initial certification both fail to 
establish  the  durable  infrastructure  this  ongoing  prerequisite  actually  requires.  This  establishes  the 
durable infrastructure this prerequisite requires.

71. C — Selecting a previously developed or brownfield site where feasible is generally the strongest 
Sustainable  Sites  priority  site  choice,  avoiding  the  floodplain,  wetland,  or  prime  farmland  impacts 
LEED's site selection criteria are specifically designed to discourage. This choice actively supports the 
ecological conservation and restoration impact area rather than working against it.

72. A  — Balancing both goals rather than maximizing either in complete isolation is generally the 
strongest approach when pursuing Reduce Peak Thermal Loads and Ventilation Performance together, 
resolving the genuine tension where higher ventilation rates increase the energy load the peak-load 
credit works to minimize through a thoughtfully integrated design solution. This resolves the tension 
through thoughtful integrated design.

73.  C  — Documenting  clear  sustainability  requirements  and  design  guidance  for  future  tenants  is 
generally  the  strongest  Tenant  Guidelines  approach,  extending  the  base  building  team's  integrative 
sustainability  commitment  forward  to  occupants  not  yet  identified.  Leaving  guidance  to  chance  or 
waiting for tenant identification both delay or forfeit this documentation's genuinely intended proactive 
value.

74. B — Reporting genuine end-of-life reuse and recovery potential separately is generally the strongest 
Module D approach, since this module specifically captures benefits extending beyond a building's core 
life-cycle  system boundary.  Combining  this  data  indiscriminately  with  core  stages  or  estimating  it 
without basis both undermine this reporting's genuine, distinct analytical purpose. This preserves this 
reporting's genuine distinct analytical purpose.

75. A — Confirming automatic Option 1 qualification with no further calculation needed is generally the 
strongest Enhanced Refrigerant Management approach for a genuinely low-GWP refrigerant already 
selected, since this qualifying refrigerant satisfies the credit's automatic threshold directly. Completing 
Option 2's calculation unnecessarily wastes effort a project genuinely does not need to expend.

76. D — Conducting the Preconstruction Site Assessment before finalizing the site plan and building 
placement is generally the strongest sequence, ensuring findings can genuinely shape decisions while 



they remain flexible and inexpensive to change. Finalizing the design first or waiting until construction 
begins both defeat this assessment's entire protective, intended upstream purpose.

77. C  — Documenting the genuinely most frequent, highest-value transit service available nearby is 
generally the strongest Access to Transit approach, since point thresholds are calibrated to actual service  
frequency rather than mere walking distance alone. Documenting only the closest stop regardless of 
frequency risks understating the site's genuine, actual transit accessibility value.

78. B — Establishing a genuine, ongoing policy applied consistently throughout operation is generally 
the strongest Sustainable Purchasing implementation approach, extending environmental consideration 
across  a  building's  full  decades-long  operating  life.  Limiting  implementation  to  a  single  month  or 
specific purchase categories understates this policy's genuinely intended broader, continuous operational  
reach and impact. This reflects the policy's genuinely intended continuous reach.

79. D  — Considering air quality, comfort,  accessibility, and biophilic design together holistically is  
generally the strongest  Indoor Environmental  Quality strategy, reflecting how these human-centered 
qualities interact and collectively shape genuine occupant wellbeing. Pursuing only a single quality in  
isolation while ignoring the others fails to achieve this category's actual, comprehensive intent. This 
achieves this category's actual comprehensive intended outcome.

80. A — Ensuring a LEED AP with the project-appropriate specialty is a genuine principal participant is 
generally the strongest approach for this specific Project Priorities point, satisfying its actual, defined 
credential requirement. General team familiarity or assuming any USGBC member qualifies both fail to 
meet this credit's genuine, specific formal requirement. This satisfies the credit's genuine specific formal 
requirement.

81.  B  — Using Climate Resilience Assessment findings to directly inform Enhanced Resilient  Site 
Design  strategies  is  generally  the  strongest  sequence,  translating  documented  hazard  exposure  into 
concrete,  targeted  design  responses.  Designing  before  completing  the  assessment  or  ignoring  the 
assessment  entirely  both  forfeit  the  genuine,  intended  connection  between  these  two  related 
requirements. This forfeits no genuine intended connection between requirements.

82. D — Phasing strategies according to data availability, cost, and equipment lifecycle is generally the 
strongest  decarbonization  plan  sequencing  approach,  avoiding  wasteful  premature  action  while  still 
ensuring meaningful,  concrete  progress  toward long-term emissions goals.  Implementing everything 
simultaneously  or  randomly  both  ignore  genuinely  relevant  practical  constraints  and  timing 
considerations. This respects genuinely relevant practical timing considerations.

83. C — A thorough, site-specific report identifying actual vegetation, soils, and habitat conditions is 
generally the strongest Preconstruction Site Assessment documentation quality, providing the genuine, 
reliable basis later credit strategies depend on. Vague summaries, copied reports, or assumption-based 
documents all fail to capture a specific site's genuine, actual ecological conditions. This provides the 
reliable basis later strategies depend on.



84. A — Incorporating acoustic treatments while preserving open-plan daylighting benefits is generally 
the strongest Occupant Experience strategy, resolving the genuine design tension between these two 
qualities rather than sacrificing one entirely for the other. Eliminating the open-plan layout or ignoring  
acoustic performance both represent less balanced, less optimal design responses to this tension.

85. C — The project's actual mechanical system requirements and available refrigerant options should 
genuinely drive Fundamental Refrigerant Management compliance path selection, ensuring the choice 
reflects real project conditions rather than arbitrary factors. Paperwork convenience, chance, or copying 
an unrelated project's choice all ignore genuinely relevant, project-specific technical considerations. This 
reflects genuinely relevant project-specific technical considerations.

86. A  — Calculating an accurate baseline before claiming any percentage reduction is generally the 
strongest Water Efficiency documentation approach, ensuring the claimed percentage genuinely reflects 
real fixture specifications and actual building conditions. Estimating without a baseline or assuming a  
fixed percentage regardless of specifications both risk inaccurate, unsubstantiated credit claims. This 
avoids inaccurate, unsubstantiated credit claims entirely.

87. D — Purchasing Green-e Energy certified RECs matched to genuine energy needs is generally the 
strongest  Renewable  Energy  Certificate  strategy,  ensuring  the  purchase  reflects  verified  renewable 
generation and genuinely addresses actual project energy use. Unverified or randomly sized purchases 
both risk claiming environmental  benefit  without a real,  substantiated underlying basis.  This avoids 
claiming benefit without a real substantiated basis.

88. B — Documenting both qualifying conditions where the site genuinely supports each is generally the 
strongest  Compact  and  Connected  Development  approach  when  both  transit  and  walkability  are 
genuinely  present,  maximizing  legitimately  earned  credit  recognition.  Choosing  based  only  on 
documentation ease or ignoring one quality arbitrarily both risk understating the site's genuine, actual  
qualifying strengths.

89.  B  — Specifying systems that  genuinely implement the Basis  of  Design's  documented technical 
approach is generally the strongest practice, ensuring actual construction faithfully reflects the design 
team's intended strategy. Specifying systems disconnected from the BOD, or writing the BOD only after  
installation, both sever this essential, intended design-to-construction relationship entirely. This ensures 
construction faithfully reflects intended design strategy.

90.  D  — Engaging the  commissioning authority  earlier  in  the  design process  for  deeper  review is 
generally the strongest  Enhanced Commissioning approach,  allowing genuine influence over design 
decisions while they remain flexible. Engaging only after construction or during a final walkthrough 
forfeits  this  earlier  engagement's  genuinely  intended,  higher-value  verification  and  design-influence 
opportunity. This forfeits no higher-value verification and design-influence opportunity.

91. C  — Evaluating and retaining genuinely viable existing structure where feasible is generally the 
strongest Materials and Resources reuse strategy, capturing embodied carbon savings while ensuring 
retained structure is actually structurally sound. Demolishing everything or retaining structure regardless 
of viability both represent less balanced, less genuinely informed reuse decisions for the project.



92. A — Genuinely incorporating local community input into the assessment process is generally the 
strongest  Human  Impact  Assessment  approach,  ensuring  the  assessment  reflects  real  community 
perspectives rather than assumptions made without direct engagement. Delegating engagement without 
oversight  or  skipping  it  entirely  both  undermine  this  assessment's  genuine,  intended  community-
grounded purpose and value. This ensures the assessment reflects real community perspectives.

93. C  — Flagging difficult questions, moving on, and returning with remaining time is generally the 
strongest exam-day pacing strategy for the 2-hour, 100-question format, since this approach maintains 
steady  overall  progress  while  still  allowing  focused  attention  on  genuinely  difficult  items  later.  
Excessive time on early questions or blank answers both waste this limited, valuable exam time.

94. D — Structuring shared costs and savings so both parties benefit from efficiency is generally the 
strongest Green Lease incentive structure, directly addressing the common landlord-tenant misalignment 
problem. Placing all  costs  on one party while  the other  captures all  savings,  or  ignoring allocation  
entirely, both fail to create the genuinely aligned incentive this lease structure exists to establish.

95.  B  —  Using  Preconstruction  Site  Assessment  findings  to  directly  inform  Biodiverse  Habitat 
protection and restoration strategies is generally the strongest sequence, since a project team cannot 
meaningfully protect or restore habitat it never identified through this required upfront documentation 
and research process in the first place. This is a required upfront documentation and research step.

96.  A  — Establishing  an  accurate  reference  baseline  before  claiming  compliance  is  generally  the 
strongest Minimum Energy Efficiency documentation approach, since the prerequisite is evaluated in 
relative,  percentage-improvement  terms against  this  standardized comparison building.  Assuming or 
estimating compliance with no baseline comparison both risk inaccurate, unsubstantiated claims about 
actual energy performance. This avoids unsubstantiated claims about actual energy performance.

97.  D  —  Using  Preconstruction  Site  Assessment  findings  to  inform  where  and  how  Rainwater 
Management  strategies  are  sited  is  generally  the  strongest  sequence,  since  site-specific  conditions 
identified through this assessment directly shape which stormwater strategies are actually practical and 
effective at a particular location on the project site. This ensures strategies are practical and effective at  
that location.

98. C — Combining conceptual understanding, domain-weighted study, and full-length practice exams 
together is generally the strongest overall  exam preparation strategy, addressing knowledge, priority 
allocation, and applied testing practice simultaneously. Passive reading alone, isolated memorization, or 
relying solely on general experience without LEED-specific study all leave meaningful preparation gaps 
unaddressed. This leaves no meaningful preparation gap unaddressed.

99. B — Reviewing why the correct answer was correct and why distractors were wrong is generally the 
strongest practice exam review strategy, sharpening the judgment the real exam's best-answer format 
specifically rewards. Ignoring missed questions, memorizing letters without understanding, or skipping 
correct-answer review all leave genuine learning opportunities unaddressed and unused. This sharpens 
the judgment the exam's format actually rewards.



100. A  — Recognizing systems thinking, life-cycle thinking, and the triple bottom line as recurring 
threads  throughout  every  chapter  is  generally  the  strongest  strategy  for  applying  Chapter  1's 
foundational concepts, since every domain-specific chapter in this guide applies these same principles to 
a specific slice of building performance, connecting the entire guide together conceptually.
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