
PRACTICE EXAM 6: LEED GREEN ASSOCIATE 
SIMULATION (100 QUESTIONS)

This practice exam contains 100 multiple-choice questions modeled on the LEED Green Associate (v5) exam 
administered by GBCI. The official exam has a 2-hour time limit and requires a score of 170 out of 200 to pass.  
Select the single best answer for each question. Answers and full explanations follow the exam.

1. A candidate assumes USGBC administers the LEED Green Associate exam because USGBC wrote 
the rating system. What is the correct understanding?

A. USGBC does administer the exam directly

B. Neither organization administers exams

C. Prometric writes the rating system instead

D. GBCI, not USGBC, independently administers the exam

2.  A candidate assumes a strategy with a higher first cost is always the worse financial choice. What 
does life-cycle cost analysis often reveal instead?

A. First cost is always the only relevant factor

B. A higher first-cost strategy can produce a lower life-cycle cost

C. Life-cycle cost analysis is never used in LEED decisions

D. Higher first cost always means higher life-cycle cost too

3. A candidate assumes a positive feedback loop is always beneficial because the word 'positive' sounds 
favorable. What is the accurate distinction?

A. Positive describes amplification of change, not a desirable outcome

B. Positive feedback loops are always beneficial by definition

C. Negative feedback loops are always harmful by definition



D. The terms have no defined technical meaning in this context

4.  A candidate assumes Low-Emitting Materials is still an Indoor Environmental Quality credit under  
LEED v5. What is the current, accurate structure?

A. It was removed from LEED v5 entirely

B. It remains in Indoor Environmental Quality, unchanged

C. It was relocated to Materials and Resources under v5

D. It became a mandatory prerequisite in every category

5. A candidate assumes more exterior lighting always improves site safety. What does thoughtful Light 
Pollution Reduction design suggest instead?

A. Maximum lighting wattage is always the safest choice

B. Lighting design has no connection to safety at all

C. Well-aimed, calibrated lighting can outperform simply adding more fixtures

D. Light Pollution Reduction discourages all exterior lighting entirely

6.  A  candidate  assumes  Sustainable  Sites  Rainwater  Management  and  Water  Efficiency  rainwater 
harvesting are the same credit. What is the accurate distinction?

A. They are identical credits with different names

B. One controls stormwater discharge; the other substitutes for potable demand

C. Only Water Efficiency addresses rainwater at all

D. Only Sustainable Sites addresses rainwater at all

7. A candidate assumes a site's easy vehicular highway access automatically makes it well-located for 
LEED purposes. What does this overlook?

A. Easy driving access can work against transit and VMT-related credits

B. Highway access always maximizes Location and Transportation points



C. Location and Transportation credits ignore vehicular access entirely

D. Highway proximity is a formal LEED site selection requirement

8. A candidate assumes meeting more prerequisites earns additional points toward certification. What is 
the accurate relationship?

A. Each prerequisite met adds one point to the total

B. Prerequisites are optional and can be skipped for a fee

C. Only Energy and Atmosphere prerequisites carry any points

D. Prerequisites earn zero points; only credits contribute to the score

9. A candidate assumes an EPD and an HPD disclose the same type of information. What is the accurate 
distinction?

A. Both disclose identical chemical and environmental data

B. Neither document is ever used in LEED documentation

C. HPDs disclose environmental impacts; EPDs disclose health hazards

D. EPDs disclose environmental impacts; HPDs disclose chemical and health hazards

10.  A candidate assumes recycled-content materials eliminate embodied carbon entirely. What is the  
accurate understanding?

A. Recycled content reduces, but does not eliminate, embodied carbon

B. Recycled content always doubles embodied carbon

C. Recycled content has no embodied carbon effect whatsoever

D. Recycled content eliminates embodied carbon completely in every case

11.  A candidate assumes a LEED AP with specialty credential has no prerequisites, mirroring Green 
Associate. What is the accurate requirement?

A. AP with specialty also has no prerequisites



B. AP with specialty requires ten years of experience

C. AP with specialty requires passing Green Associate first

D. AP with specialty requires a professional license instead

12. A candidate assumes LEED Fellow is earned by passing a more advanced written exam. What is the 
accurate process?

A. Fellow requires passing three separate specialty exams

B. Fellow is earned through peer nomination and portfolio review, not an exam

C. Fellow is earned automatically after ten years as an AP

D. Fellow requires passing the same exam as Green Associate twice

13. A candidate assumes all four answer options on the real exam are always dramatically different in  
length. What does the actual exam format require?

A. Only the correct answer is required to be short

B. Distractors are always intentionally much longer than the correct answer

C. Option length has no bearing on exam design at all

D. All four options should be similar in length, with none visibly standing out

14. A candidate assumes a project can skip a Minimum Program Requirement if it earns enough credit  
points elsewhere. What is the accurate rule?

A. A sufficiently high point total offsets any missed MPR

B. Missing any MPR disqualifies the project regardless of point total

C. MPRs only apply to projects targeting Platinum

D. MPRs can be waived by GBCI for an additional fee

15. A candidate assumes 'LEED Certified' with a capital C refers to any building that has achieved any 
LEED certification level. What is the precise distinction?



A. Capital-C Certified refers specifically to the 40-49 point tier

B. Capital-C Certified is a generic term for all four levels

C. There is no meaningful distinction between the terms

D. Certified always means the highest achievable level

16.  A candidate assumes remote proctored exams are less rigorous than in-person Prometric testing 
center exams. What is the accurate comparison?

A. Remote exams use a smaller, easier question pool

B. Remote exams have no proctoring requirements at all

C. Both formats share identical scoring, content, and proctoring rigor

D. Remote exams award partial credit for incomplete answers

17.  A candidate  assumes the Green Associate  exam tests  project-specific  calculations similar  to  an 
engineering exam. What does the exam actually emphasize?

A. Detailed structural engineering calculations exclusively

B. Broad conceptual understanding of green building principles and processes

C. Advanced refrigerant thermodynamics calculations

D. Building code compliance calculations exclusively

18.  A candidate assumes Water Efficiency credits are always evaluated using absolute gallon figures.  
What is the accurate approach?

A. Gallon figures are used exclusively, never percentages

B. Only large buildings use percentage-based metrics

C. Absolute figures apply only to LEED Homes projects

D. Most Water Efficiency credits use percentage reduction below a baseline

19. A candidate assumes on-site and off-site renewable energy always earn identical points per unit of  
energy offset. What is the more accurate understanding?



A. On-site generation often carries somewhat more certification weight

B. Off-site procurement always earns more points than on-site

C. Only on-site generation is recognized under LEED v5

D. Only off-site procurement is recognized under LEED v5

20. A candidate assumes a building's peak load should be reduced primarily by installing larger, more  
powerful mechanical equipment. What does LEED's design philosophy instead prioritize?

A. Reducing load through envelope and orientation before equipment selection

B. Equipment oversizing as the primary load-reduction strategy

C. Ignoring load calculations until construction is complete

D. Load reduction is not a LEED consideration at all

21. A candidate assumes Enhanced Commissioning is mandatory for every LEED project. What is the 
accurate distinction between it and Fundamental Commissioning?

A. Both are mandatory prerequisites with no optional component

B. Enhanced Commissioning is mandatory only for Platinum projects

C. Neither is ever required under LEED v5

D. Fundamental Commissioning is the mandatory prerequisite; Enhanced is an optional credit

22. A candidate assumes a refrigerant's environmental risk is proportional only to its total volume used. 
What does GWP actually reveal about this assumption?

A. Volume is truly the only factor that matters for refrigerant risk

B. A small volume of high-GWP refrigerant can rival much larger emissions from other sources

C. GWP has no bearing on a refrigerant's actual climate impact

D. All refrigerants carry identical GWP regardless of chemical composition

23.  A candidate assumes an Owner's Project Requirements and a Basis of Design are interchangeable 
documents. What is the accurate distinction?



A. Both documents are optional and rarely used in practice

B. The BOD is created only after the OPR is discarded

C. The OPR captures owner goals; the BOD documents the technical approach to meet them

D. They are functionally identical documents with different names

24.  A  candidate  assumes  a  project's  energy  model  alone  guarantees  the  building  will  perform  as 
predicted. What does commissioning practice reveal about this assumption?

A. Installed systems can diverge from modeled performance without verification

B. Energy models always perfectly predict actual performance

C. Commissioning is redundant once a strong energy model exists

D. Modeled and actual performance are mathematically guaranteed to match

25.  A  candidate  assumes  'LEED  AP'  is  an  acceptable  informal  abbreviation  to  use  on  a  resume 
regardless of specialty. What is the accurate credential-use guidance?

A. Any abbreviation is acceptable as long as it includes 'LEED'

B. The credential should never be mentioned on a resume at all

C. The specific credential and specialty should be stated accurately

D. Abbreviations are only restricted for LEED Fellow, not AP

26. A candidate assumes a project's certification level is determined the moment construction finishes. 
What does the actual certification workflow show?

A. Certification level is assigned automatically at the building permit stage

B. Certification follows a documentation review process after registration and credit pursuit

C. Certification level is determined entirely before construction begins

D. Certification requires no GBCI review process whatsoever

27.  A candidate assumes 'building orientation' has minimal impact on a project's overall performance. 
What does the leverage-point concept suggest instead?



A. Orientation is a classic example of a high-leverage early decision

B. Orientation decisions are made only after occupancy begins

C. Orientation has no measurable effect on daylighting or heat gain

D. Orientation only matters for LEED Homes projects specifically

28. A candidate assumes a project pursuing Reduced Irrigation must still eliminate all outdoor water use  
eventually. What is the accurate distinction from No Irrigation Required?

A. Reduced Irrigation and No Irrigation Required are identical pathways

B. Both pathways always require zero permanent irrigation

C. Reduced Irrigation is only available to LEED ND projects

D. Reduced Irrigation allows some permanent irrigation, demonstrating improved efficiency instead

29.  A candidate assumes a graywater system and a rainwater harvesting system draw from the same 
source. What is the accurate distinction?

A. Both terms describe an identical single water source

B. Rainwater systems only exist under Sustainable Sites, never Water Efficiency

C. Graywater systems are always more heavily treated than rainwater systems

D. Graywater comes from sinks and showers; rainwater comes from precipitation capture

30. A candidate assumes a project automatically fails Ventilation Performance if any single room falls  
slightly below the enhanced rate. What is the credit's actual coverage threshold?

A. Enhanced rates must reach at least 95% of regularly occupied space, not 100%

B. Any single room below the rate disqualifies the entire credit

C. There is no coverage threshold at all for this credit

D. Only 50% coverage is required to qualify for any points

31.  A candidate assumes the triple bottom line prioritizes environmental performance above the other 
two pillars. What is the accurate framing?



A. It considers only environmental and economic factors, excluding social equity

B. It weighs environmental, social, and economic dimensions together, not one above the others

C. It considers only financial performance, despite its name

D. It applies exclusively to Water Efficiency decisions

32.  A candidate assumes a project's total point score alone determines whether it passes a Minimum 
Program Requirement. What is the accurate relationship?

A. A high point score can substitute for any missed MPR

B. MPRs and points are the same evaluation mechanism

C. MPR eligibility is a separate, prior screening independent of point totals

D. MPRs are evaluated only after certification is awarded

33.  A candidate assumes Fundamental Refrigerant Management only restricts refrigerants with ozone 
depletion potential, not global warming potential. What is the accurate scope?

A. GWP is addressed by a completely separate, unrelated credit only

B. The prerequisite addresses only refrigerant volume, not either potential

C. It addresses both ozone depletion potential and global warming potential together

D. It addresses only global warming potential, not ozone depletion

34.  A candidate assumes 'Compact and Connected Development' requires a project to qualify through 
every available pathway simultaneously. What is the credit's actual structure?

A. A project can qualify through any one or more of several distinct pathways

B. All four pathways must be satisfied simultaneously for any points

C. Only Surrounding Density is ever a valid pathway

D. Pathways must be pursued in a fixed sequential order

35. A candidate assumes a project's Preconstruction Site Assessment is a formality with no real design  
impact. What does good practice actually show?



A. The assessment is legally required but never actually reviewed

B. Assessment findings are documented only after construction concludes

C. The assessment exists purely to satisfy paperwork requirements

D. Assessment findings should directly inform site plan revisions before construction

36. A candidate assumes 'Full Answer Explanations' and similarly worded phrases are interchangeable 
marketing language with no fixed meaning. In the context of this guide's own subtitle conventions, what  
is more accurate?

A. Every phrase in a subtitle is chosen entirely at random

B. Certain locked phrases are used consistently and are not substituted with synonyms

C. Subtitle wording has no established conventions whatsoever

D. Synonyms are always preferred over any fixed phrase

37. A candidate assumes a Preconstruction Site Assessment and a Climate Resilience Assessment serve 
an identical purpose. What is the accurate distinction?

A. One addresses site ecological features; the other addresses climate hazard exposure

B. Both assessments evaluate only refrigerant-related risk

C. They are the same assessment renamed for different rating systems

D. Neither assessment is required under LEED v5

38. A candidate assumes a project must choose between pursuing on-site renewable energy or off-site 
procurement, never both. What is the accurate understanding?

A. Only one strategy may ever be documented per project

B. A project can pursue both strategies together toward the same credit

C. Off-site procurement disqualifies any prior on-site generation

D. On-site generation disqualifies any subsequent off-site procurement

39.  A candidate assumes a higher LEED certification level always means proportionally higher cost 
regardless of strategy. What does the life-cycle cost framework suggest instead?



A. Cost always scales in exact proportion to certification level with no exceptions

B. Higher certification levels are never associated with any added cost

C. Cost outcomes depend heavily on which strategies are pursued and when

D. Certification level and project cost are entirely unrelated in every case

40. A candidate assumes a project's Water Metering and Reporting prerequisite is satisfied by a single 
measurement taken at certification. What is the accurate requirement?

A. A single measurement at handoff fully satisfies this prerequisite

B. This prerequisite applies only to O+M projects, never BD+C

C. No ongoing data sharing is actually required after certification

D. It requires sharing usage data annually for a minimum of five years

41.  A candidate assumes 'Innovation' and 'Regional Priority' remain separate bonus categories under 
LEED v5, as they were under v4. What is the accurate current structure?

A. They were both eliminated entirely with no replacement

B. Regional Priority was renamed but Innovation remains separate

C. They are consolidated into a single Project Priorities category

D. Innovation was renamed but Regional Priority remains separate

42.  A candidate assumes a project's decarbonization plan can simply state a general intention to 'go 
green' without further detail. What does the prerequisite actually require?

A. A documented plan with strategies tied to concrete triggering conditions

B. A single sentence of general intent is fully sufficient

C. No written plan is actually required at all

D. A verbal commitment during the certification interview suffices

43.  A  candidate  assumes  any  building  product  with  an  EPD  automatically  satisfies  LEED  v5's 
consolidated disclosure credit. What is the accurate, tightened requirement?



A. Any EPD, regardless of performance, is always sufficient

B. The EPD must show a 20% improvement over baseline or carry an Optimized tag

C. Only EPDs older than ten years are accepted

D. The credit no longer requires any EPD at all

44.  A candidate assumes 'systems thinking'  means focusing intensely on one building system while 
ignoring the others. What is the accurate definition?

A. Systems thinking specifically means isolating one system for deep analysis

B. Systems thinking applies only to mechanical equipment, never envelope decisions

C. Systems thinking is a term with no defined meaning in this context

D. Systems thinking means recognizing how interconnected systems affect one another

45.  A candidate assumes a candidate who fails the exam once is permanently barred from retesting. 
What is the accurate retake policy?

A. Candidates may retake the exam, paying the full fee each time

B. A single failure results in permanent disqualification

C. Retakes are free after the first failed attempt

D. Only two total attempts are ever permitted, with no exceptions

46. A candidate assumes 'Certified,' 'Silver,' 'Gold,' and 'Platinum' represent equally sized point ranges.  
What does the actual point structure show?

A. All four ranges span exactly the same ten-point width

B. Gold spans a wider range (twenty points) than Certified or Silver

C. Platinum spans the narrowest range of all four tiers

D. Certified spans the widest range of all four tiers

47.  A  candidate  assumes  a  project's  Human  Impact  Assessment  is  only  relevant  to  Location  and 
Transportation credits. What is the accurate, broader scope?



A. It has no documented connection to any later credit category

B. It applies exclusively to refrigerant-related decisions

C. It applies exclusively to Water Efficiency decisions

D. It informs decisions across multiple domains, including Sustainable Sites and IEQ

48.  A candidate assumes a project  cannot pursue both Reduce Embodied Carbon and Building and 
Materials Reuse simultaneously. What is the accurate understanding?

A. Materials and Resources credits are always mutually exclusive

B. Only one embodied-carbon-related credit is ever permitted per project

C. Both credits can be pursued together as complementary strategies

D. Pursuing both automatically triggers a certification review flag

49.  A candidate assumes 'benchmarking' and 'commissioning' describe the same verification activity. 
What is the accurate distinction?

A. Both terms describe identical one-time design-phase reviews

B. Commissioning verifies installed systems; benchmarking tracks ongoing measured performance

C. Neither activity actually occurs after a building is occupied

D. Benchmarking only applies to water-related systems specifically

50.  A candidate assumes the Green Associate exam has no time pressure since candidates can review 
flagged questions. What is the accurate time consideration?

A. The 2-hour limit for 100 questions still requires reasonably efficient pacing

B. There is no time limit at all for this exam

C. Candidates receive unlimited additional time upon request automatically

D. The flagging feature removes any need to manage time at all

51.  A candidate assumes a refrigerant with low GWP always requires more energy to operate than a 
high-GWP alternative in every case. What is the more accurate framing?



A. Higher-GWP refrigerants are always the more energy-efficient choice

B. Refrigerant choice has zero connection to system energy performance

C. A trade-off can exist, but it is not a universal rule applying to every refrigerant pair

D. Only one specific refrigerant is ever permitted under LEED v5

52. A candidate assumes the Accessible Outdoor Space credit is satisfied purely by meeting a minimum 
square footage. What does the updated v5 requirement add?

A. Square footage remains the sole criterion, unchanged from v4

B. The credit no longer considers physical space at all

C. The credit was removed from LEED v5 entirely

D. Genuine barrier-free access and community usability are now explicitly required

53.  A  candidate  assumes  a  project's  Carbon  Assessment  and  its  Operational  Carbon  Projection 
prerequisite are the exact same requirement. What is the accurate relationship?

A. The Carbon Assessment is an IP prerequisite; the projection is a separate EA prerequisite feeding 
related data

B. They are identical requirements duplicated across categories by error

C. Only one of the two actually exists under LEED v5

D. The Carbon Assessment replaces the need for the EA prerequisite entirely

54.  A candidate  assumes  'hydrozoning'  refers  to  a  water  treatment  chemical  process.  What  is  the 
accurate definition?

A. A chemical additive used in cooling tower water treatment

B. A refrigerant classification system unrelated to landscaping

C. Grouping plants by similar water needs within a landscape design

D. A certification level specific to LEED Water Efficiency



55. A candidate assumes a project's LEED AP point under Project Priorities can be satisfied by any team 
member with LEED experience, credentialed or not. What is the accurate requirement?

A. General familiarity with LEED, without any formal credential, is sufficient

B. Any team member's opinion on sustainability satisfies this point

C. Years of experience alone, without a credential, is sufficient

D. A LEED AP with the project-appropriate specialty must serve as principal participant

56. A candidate assumes 'Reduced Irrigation' and 'reduced parking' address the same Water Efficiency 
concern. What is the accurate distinction?

A. Both terms describe an identical single credit requirement

B. Reduced Irrigation addresses outdoor water use; reduced parking addresses transportation demand

C. Reduced parking is a Water Efficiency pathway specifically

D. Reduced Irrigation is a Location and Transportation pathway specifically

57. A candidate assumes a project's Fundamental Commissioning satisfies all verification needs, making 
Enhanced Commissioning redundant. What does Enhanced Commissioning add?

A. Earlier authority engagement, broader system verification, and potential monitoring-based 
commissioning

B. No additional value beyond the mandatory prerequisite

C. It only duplicates Fundamental Commissioning's exact scope

D. It applies exclusively to refrigerant systems specifically

58. A candidate assumes 'Diverse Uses' and 'Surrounding Density' are the exact same pathway under a 
different name. What is the accurate distinction?

A. They are identical requirements measured by the same single metric

B. Only Diverse Uses exists; Surrounding Density was removed from v5

C. Diverse Uses measures land-use variety; Surrounding Density measures population and building 
density



D. Only Surrounding Density exists; Diverse Uses was removed from v5

59.  A candidate assumes a project's  total  scorecard points are weighted equally across every single 
credit. What does the actual point distribution show?

A. Every credit across every category carries exactly one point

B. Point values are assigned randomly with no underlying logic

C. Only Water Efficiency credits carry more than one point

D. Points are weighted by relative environmental and health significance, unevenly across categories

60. A candidate assumes 'Arc' is simply a renamed version of LEED Online used interchangeably for all  
projects. What is the accurate distinction?

A. Arc is the v5 platform; LEED Online continues serving v4 and v4.1 projects

B. LEED Online was fully retired and replaced by Arc for every project

C. Both platforms are used interchangeably for all versions with no distinction

D. Arc applies only to LEED Fellow applications specifically

61. A candidate assumes a building's operational carbon and embodied carbon are released at the same 
point in a building's life. What is the accurate distinction?

A. Both are released simultaneously at the moment of occupancy only

B. Embodied carbon is largely released before occupancy; operational carbon accumulates over decades

C. Operational carbon is released before occupancy; embodied carbon accumulates afterward

D. Neither type of carbon has any defined release timing

62. A candidate assumes a smart submeter and a monthly utility bill provide equally fast leak detection.  
What is the accurate comparison?

A. Both methods detect leaks with identical speed and precision

B. Utility bills always detect leaks faster than real-time submeters



C. Real-time submetering can detect issues well before a monthly bill would reveal them

D. Neither method is capable of detecting leaks at all

63.  A candidate  assumes 'Equitable  Development'  only  concerns  environmental  site  conditions,  not 
community factors. What is the accurate scope of this credit?

A. It includes housing and jobs proximity alongside site-condition pathways like brownfield remediation

B. It addresses exclusively refrigerant selection criteria

C. It addresses exclusively ASHRAE ventilation compliance

D. It has no connection to community-level considerations whatsoever

64. A candidate assumes a project's decarbonization plan must span exactly 25 years with no flexibility 
in structure. What is the accurate requirement?

A. Plans must be exactly one page, with no exceptions

B. Plans must include a minimum of ten distinct strategies

C. Plans require GBCI's line-by-line pre-approval before submission

D. The projection spans 25 years, but the plan itself is capped at two pages

65.  A candidate assumes 'Connecting with Nature'  requires literal  potted plants and nothing else to 
qualify. What does genuine biophilic design actually involve?

A. Multiple mechanisms: direct contact, indirect reference, and spatial configuration together

B. A single potted plant in any location automatically satisfies the credit

C. Only exterior landscaping counts; interior elements are excluded entirely

D. The credit requires no plant-related elements of any kind

66. A candidate assumes a project's Whole-Building Life-Cycle Assessment and its Carbon Assessment 
measure identical scopes with no distinction. What is the accurate relationship?

A. They are the exact same document required twice by error



B. Only one of the two is ever actually required

C. The WBLCA covers building materials; the Carbon Assessment spans a broader 25-year operational 
scope

D. Both measure identical scopes with no meaningful distinction

67.  A candidate  assumes  any project  team member  can  claim to  represent  'sustainability  expertise' 
regardless of credential. What does credible project practice actually require?

A. Self-declared expertise, without any credential, is always sufficient

B. Specific, verifiable credentials like LEED AP carry defined, recognized meaning

C. No credential of any kind carries any recognized meaning

D. Only unpaid volunteers can claim sustainability expertise credibly

68.  A  candidate  assumes  'Reduce  Peak  Thermal  Loads'  and  'Minimum  Energy  Efficiency'  reward 
identical strategies. What is the accurate distinction?

A. Reduce Peak Thermal Loads rewards smaller equipment sizing; Minimum Energy Efficiency sets a 
code-based baseline

B. Both credits reward the exact same design outcome

C. Only one of the two actually exists under current LEED v5

D. Minimum Energy Efficiency is an optional credit, not a prerequisite

69. A candidate assumes 'brownfield remediation' means avoiding contaminated sites entirely. What is 
the accurate credit intent?

A. It rewards locating on and actively remediating a contaminated site

B. It rewards avoiding any site with contamination history

C. It penalizes any project located near a former industrial site

D. It has no connection to contaminated land whatsoever

70.  A candidate assumes a project's Owner's Project Requirements is written by the design architect 
rather than reflecting owner input. What is the accurate authorship intent?



A. The OPR is written entirely by the general contractor instead

B. The OPR is a GBCI-issued template requiring no project-specific input

C. The OPR captures the owner's own goals and objectives directly

D. The OPR has no connection to the owner's actual goals

71. A candidate assumes 'Enhanced Refrigerant Management Option 1' still requires a detailed leakage 
calculation for qualifying refrigerants. What is the accurate requirement?

A. Option 1 always requires the same calculation as Option 2

B. Option 1 qualifies automatically with no further calculation for low-GWP refrigerants

C. Option 1 applies only to refrigerants with high GWP

D. Option 1 was removed entirely under LEED v5

72.  A candidate assumes daylighting and quality views are measured by the identical  metric  under 
Occupant Experience. What is the accurate distinction?

A. Both are measured using an identical single illuminance metric

B. Only daylighting is actually evaluated; views are not assessed

C. Only views are actually evaluated; daylighting is not assessed

D. They are distinct qualities a space can satisfy independently of each other

73.  A candidate assumes a decarbonization roadmap must implement every strategy immediately at 
construction. What does intelligent sequencing actually suggest?

A. Every strategy must launch on day one with no phasing allowed

B. Strategies can be phased to align with data availability, market conditions, or equipment lifecycle

C. Sequencing has no bearing on a roadmap's effectiveness

D. Only construction-phase strategies are ever considered valid

74.  A candidate assumes 'Green Power' purchases and on-site solar generation are mutually exclusive 
strategies. What is the accurate understanding?



A. Choosing one strategy permanently disqualifies the other for future projects

B. Only Green Power purchases are recognized under current LEED v5

C. Only on-site generation is recognized under current LEED v5

D. Both strategies can be pursued together to more fully address a project's footprint

75.  A  candidate  assumes  a  project's  Preconstruction  Site  Assessment  only  matters  for  Biodiverse 
Habitat, not other credits. What is the accurate, broader connection?

A. Findings can also inform Rainwater Management, Light Pollution Reduction, and site planning 
generally

B. The assessment has no bearing on any credit beyond Biodiverse Habitat

C. The assessment applies exclusively to Water Efficiency credits

D. The assessment applies exclusively to Energy and Atmosphere credits

76. A candidate assumes 'Certified' is a lesser achievement not worth pursuing compared to higher tiers. 
What is a more accurate framing?

A. Certified still represents a genuine, verified sustainability achievement at its own tier

B. Certified-level projects receive no formal recognition whatsoever

C. Certified is not an actual LEED certification level

D. Certified requires more points than Silver despite its name

77.  A candidate  assumes 'Fundamental  Commissioning'  and 'Fundamental  Refrigerant  Management' 
address the same building system. What is the accurate distinction?

A. Both exclusively address refrigerant charge calculations

B. Both exclusively address ventilation airflow rates

C. Neither prerequisite actually exists under current LEED v5

D. Commissioning verifies system installation broadly; refrigerant management addresses a specific 
chemical risk



78. A candidate assumes a project cannot pursue Green Power and Carbon Offsets if it already meets its  
Renewable Energy credit target. What is the accurate understanding?

A. The two credits are mutually exclusive under all circumstances

B. A project can still pursue additional Green Power and Carbon Offsets to address remaining footprint

C. Meeting one target automatically disqualifies the other credit entirely

D. Only one energy-related credit may ever be pursued per project

79. A candidate assumes a project's Human Impact Assessment can be completed after construction is 
already underway. What does good integrative practice actually require?

A. Completing it early, during discovery, before major decisions are finalized

B. Completing it only after occupancy begins

C. Completing it is entirely optional at any project stage

D. Completing it only after the building permit is issued

80. A candidate assumes 'Water Metering' the credit and 'Water Metering and Reporting' the prerequisite  
are the same single requirement. What is the accurate distinction?

A. They are identical, duplicated by documentation error

B. Only the credit actually exists; the prerequisite was removed

C. The prerequisite sets a baseline metering floor; the credit rewards more granular submetering

D. Only the prerequisite actually exists; the credit was removed

81.  A candidate assumes a project's total carbon footprint is fully captured by its Carbon Assessment 
alone, without considering materials. What is the more complete picture?

A. Materials and Resources embodied carbon strategies address a distinct, complementary portion of the 
footprint

B. The Carbon Assessment alone fully captures every carbon source with no gaps

C. Materials-related carbon is never actually measured under LEED v5

D. Embodied carbon and the Carbon Assessment measure identical scopes



82. A candidate assumes 'Occupant Experience' only addresses thermal comfort, ignoring the other three 
consolidated qualities. What is the accurate scope?

A. It addresses thermal comfort exclusively, with no other components

B. It addresses only acoustic performance, not thermal comfort at all

C. It addresses only daylighting, excluding the other three qualities

D. It addresses thermal comfort, daylighting, views, and acoustics together

83.  A candidate  assumes a  project's  Preconstruction Site  Assessment  is  optional  if  the  site  appears 
visibly undeveloped. What is the accurate requirement?

A. The assessment is skipped automatically for any greenfield site

B. Visible appearance alone determines whether an assessment is required

C. The assessment is a required component regardless of a site's apparent condition

D. Only previously developed sites require this assessment

84. A candidate assumes 'Reduce Parking' always means eliminating all on-site parking entirely. What is  
the accurate credit intent?

A. It rewards meaningfully reduced parking capacity relative to a baseline ratio, not total elimination

B. It requires reducing parking to exactly zero spaces

C. It has no defined threshold or baseline comparison at all

D. It applies only to projects with no parking whatsoever already

85.  A  candidate  assumes  a  project's  Basis  of  Design  is  finalized  before  the  Owner's  Project 
Requirements is even drafted. What is the accurate sequencing?

A. The BOD and OPR are always written simultaneously with no sequence

B. The BOD is drafted first, then the OPR is written to match it

C. The OPR typically establishes goals first, which the BOD then addresses technically



D. Neither document has any defined sequencing relationship

86.  A candidate  assumes  'Diverse  Uses'  can  be  satisfied  by  a  site  with  only  residential  buildings, 
regardless of variety. What is the accurate pathway requirement?

A. A single-use residential area, regardless of density, always satisfies this pathway

B. The pathway rewards a genuine mix of residential, commercial, civic, and recreational uses

C. Diverse Uses has no connection to land-use variety at all

D. Only commercial-only sites can ever satisfy this pathway

87.  A candidate assumes 'Enhanced Building Accessibility'  and general  code-minimum accessibility 
compliance are the same standard. What is the accurate distinction?

A. The credit specifically rewards going beyond minimum legal accessibility compliance

B. The credit merely restates existing code requirements with no added expectation

C. The credit applies only to exterior spaces, never interiors

D. The credit was removed from LEED v5 entirely

88. A candidate assumes a project pursuing full electrification cannot use any backup generator under 
any circumstance. What is the more nuanced understanding?

A. Any generator use automatically disqualifies a project from Platinum entirely

B. Backup generators are entirely unrelated to electrification requirements

C. Full electrification requires zero equipment of any kind on site

D. Narrow, safety-driven emergency backup exceptions are generally treated differently from routine 
combustion

89. A candidate assumes 'benchmarking' data is only useful if a building performs worse than predicted. 
What is the more complete understanding?

A. Benchmarking data is discarded entirely if performance matches predictions



B. Benchmarking is only ever run once, immediately at handoff

C. Benchmarking confirms good performance and flags gaps alike, informing ongoing operations either 
way

D. Benchmarking has no value once a building is already certified

90. A candidate assumes 'Access to Transit' and 'Walkable Location' pathways cannot both be satisfied 
by the same site. What is the accurate understanding?

A. A well-located site can genuinely qualify through both pathways at once

B. Satisfying one pathway automatically disqualifies the other

C. Only one pathway may ever be documented per project

D. The two pathways are mutually exclusive by rating system design

91.  A candidate assumes a project's LEED score is finalized the moment credits are selected during 
design, with no further review. What does the actual process show?

A. Selection alone finalizes the score with no subsequent GBCI involvement

B. GBCI's documentation review after registration determines the final awarded score

C. Final scores are determined by public vote among USGBC members

D. Scores are assigned automatically by Prometric's testing software

92.  A candidate assumes 'Minimized Site Disturbance' and 'Minimum Program Requirements' are the 
same category of LEED requirement. What is the accurate distinction?

A. Only Minimum Program Requirements actually exists under LEED v5

B. They are identical requirements listed under two different names

C. Only Minimized Site Disturbance actually exists under LEED v5

D. MPRs are project-eligibility gates; Minimized Site Disturbance is a Sustainable Sites prerequisite

93.  A candidate assumes a project's embodied carbon hotspot materials must be replaced immediately 
once identified. What does the prerequisite actually require at that stage?



A. Immediate replacement of all three hotspot materials without exception

B. Documentation of the hotspots, with reduction addressed later through a separate credit

C. No documentation of hotspot materials is actually required

D. Replacement only if the materials also fail an HPD review

94.  A candidate assumes 'Climate Resilience Assessment' requires addressing every one of the twelve 
defined hazard categories. What is the accurate minimum requirement?

A. All twelve categories must be addressed with no exceptions

B. Only one single category needs to be addressed at minimum

C. A minimum of two of the twelve categories must be addressed

D. The number of categories addressed is left entirely undefined

95. A candidate assumes a candidate's exam score can be appealed and changed directly if they disagree 
with the result. What is the accurate appeals process?

A. GBCI directly edits and raises the original score upon any appeal

B. Appeals are not accepted under any circumstances

C. Appeals always result in an automatic passing score

D. A successful content appeal offers a retest, not a changed original score

96.  A candidate  assumes  'Resilient  Spaces'  and  'Enhanced  Resilient  Site  Design'  address  identical  
building elements. What is the accurate distinction?

A. Resilient Spaces addresses interior IEQ conditions; Enhanced Resilient Site Design addresses 
exterior site strategies

B. Both credits address only exterior landscaping decisions

C. Both credits address only interior mechanical systems

D. Only one of the two credits actually exists under LEED v5

97. A candidate assumes a higher-GWP refrigerant can never satisfy Enhanced Refrigerant Management 
under any circumstance. What is the accurate Option 2 pathway?



A. Higher-GWP refrigerants are entirely disqualified with no compliance path

B. A calculation incorporating charge, leakage rate, and equipment life can still qualify the project

C. Only Option 1 exists; there is no alternative compliance path

D. Higher-GWP refrigerants automatically qualify with no calculation needed

98.  A candidate assumes 'quality views' requires floor-to-ceiling glazing on every façade to qualify. 
What is the more accurate credit intent?

A. Full glazing on every façade is the only recognized compliance path

B. The credit rewards no specific glazing configuration of any kind

C. The credit applies only to single-story buildings

D. The credit rewards genuine sightlines to the outdoors from regularly occupied spaces broadly

99.  A  candidate  assumes  a  project's  Minimum  Energy  Efficiency  prerequisite  and  its  Operational  
Carbon Projection prerequisite test the exact same thing. What is the accurate distinction?

A. One is a current code-based performance floor; the other is a long-term emissions trajectory

B. Both measure exactly the same current-year performance snapshot

C. Only one of the two prerequisites actually exists under LEED v5

D. Both require an identical 25-year projection with no distinction

100.  A candidate assumes studying only the topics that seem most interesting is an effective LEED 
Green Associate exam strategy. What does this guide's structure suggest instead?

A. Interest level should be the sole factor guiding study time allocation

B. Every domain deserves exactly equal study time regardless of weighting

C. Domain weighting should inform how study time is allocated across topics

D. Practice exams provide no useful information about weak areas



Practice Exam 6: Answer Key and Explanations

1.  D  —  GBCI,  not  USGBC,  independently  administers  LEED  professional  exams,  keeping  exam 
administration separate from USGBC's rating-system development role to avoid conflicts of interest. 
This distinction is one of the most frequently tested points on the LEED Process domain, and confusing 
the two organizations' roles is a very common candidate mistake. This confusion is very common among 
first-time candidates.

2. B  — Life-cycle cost analysis frequently reveals that a higher first-cost strategy, like an enhanced 
building  envelope,  produces  a  lower  total  life-cycle  cost  once  decades  of  reduced energy bills  are 
counted. Evaluating strategies on first cost alone is a common reasoning error the exam specifically  
tests, since it consistently leads to the financially inferior choice.

3. A  — In feedback loop terminology, 'positive'  describes amplification of the original  change, not 
whether the outcome is desirable, while 'negative' describes counteracting change toward equilibrium. A 
positive feedback loop, like dark surfaces worsening urban heat, is frequently harmful, making this one 
of the exam's more common points of confusion for candidates.

4. C — LEED v5 relocated Low-Emitting Materials entirely out of Indoor Environmental Quality and 
into Materials and Resources, a genuine structural change from earlier LEED versions. The credit's 
substance addressing VOC content remains unchanged, but its scorecard category shifted, making this a 
frequently tested detail distinguishing current v5 knowledge from outdated study material.

5. C — Well-aimed, properly shielded lighting calibrated to actual need can outperform simply adding 
more fixtures or increasing wattage, since excessive unshielded lighting can create glare that actually 
reduces visibility while wasting energy and disrupting wildlife. More lighting is not automatically safer,  
a common misconception the Light Pollution Reduction credit specifically addresses.

6. B — Sustainable Sites Rainwater Management controls peak stormwater discharge regardless of the 
water's ultimate fate, while Water Efficiency rainwater harvesting specifically substitutes captured water  
for potable indoor demand. These credits evaluate genuinely different outcomes even when a single 
cistern physically serves both purposes, a frequently tested distinction on this exam. Recognizing this 
distinction avoids a frequent exam trap.

7. A — Easy vehicular highway access can actually work against Location and Transportation credits, 
since these credits consistently reward transit proximity, walkability, and dense mixed-use context rather 
than car convenience. Vehicular and sustainable transportation access are frequently in tension, making 
this a common reasoning trap for candidates who equate 'good access' with highway proximity.

8. D — Prerequisites are mandatory and earn zero points directly; only optional credits contribute to a 
project's certification point total. Meeting additional prerequisites beyond the required minimum does 
not add points, since prerequisites function purely as an eligibility floor, a distinction the exam tests 
frequently and directly across multiple credit  categories.  This  distinction is  tested repeatedly across 
LEED Process questions.



9.  D  — An EPD discloses  a  product's  environmental  life-cycle  impacts,  such  as  global  warming 
potential, while an HPD discloses its chemical ingredients and associated health hazards, addressing 
entirely different concerns. Confusing these two document types, or assuming they disclose identical 
information, is one of the most commonly tested points within Materials and Resources.

10.  A  —  Recycled-content  materials  reduce,  but  do  not  eliminate,  embodied  carbon,  since 
manufacturing still occurs, just typically with less energy-intensive processing than producing virgin 
material from scratch. Assuming recycled content eliminates embodied carbon entirely overstates its 
benefit;  genuine  material  reuse,  not  recycled  content,  comes  closer  to  near-total  avoidance  of  new 
emissions. Genuine material reuse comes closer to full avoidance.

11. C  — LEED AP with specialty carries one firm prerequisite: passing the LEED Green Associate  
exam first,  unlike  Green  Associate  itself,  which  has  no  prerequisites  of  any  kind.  Assuming  both 
credentials share an identical,  prerequisite-free structure is  a common misconception the exam tests 
directly regarding the credential ladder's actual sequential requirements. This sequencing requirement is  
easy to overlook otherwise.

12. B — LEED Fellow is earned through peer nomination and a rigorous portfolio review evaluating 
sustained  impact  across  defined  mastery  elements,  not  through  passing  any  written  exam.  This 
fundamentally distinguishes Fellow from both Green Associate and AP with specialty, and assuming 
otherwise is a common misunderstanding of the credential ladder's actual top tier.

13. D — All four answer options on the real exam should be similar in length, with the correct answer 
never visibly standing out  as  noticeably longer or  shorter  than its  distractors.  This  design principle 
prevents candidates from guessing correctly based on option length alone rather than genuine subject 
knowledge, a real exam construction standard.

14. B  — Missing even one Minimum Program Requirement disqualifies a project from certification 
entirely,  regardless of how many credit  points it  earns elsewhere,  since MPRs function as absolute  
eligibility gates, not point-earning opportunities. Assuming a strong point total can offset a missed MPR 
is a common and costly misunderstanding of LEED's certification structure.

15. A — Capital-C 'Certified' refers specifically to the 40-49 point certification tier, distinct from using 
'certified'  informally  to  describe  any  building  that  has  achieved  any  LEED  level  at  all.  This 
capitalization distinction carries real meaning in LEED terminology, and candidates should recognize it  
as referring to the specific entry-level tier. This expectation mismatch trips up engineering-background 
candidates specifically.

16. C — Remote proctored online exams and in-person Prometric testing center exams share identical  
scoring,  content,  time  limits,  and  proctoring  rigor  under  GBCI's  exam  administration  structure. 
Assuming remote testing is somehow less rigorous or uses an easier question pool is inaccurate; both 
delivery  formats  maintain  the  same standards  throughout.  Both  formats  maintain  identical  integrity 
throughout the session.



17.  B  — The Green Associate exam emphasizes broad conceptual  understanding of  green building 
principles, LEED processes, and credit intent rather than detailed engineering calculations specific to 
any single technical discipline. Candidates expecting an engineering-style calculation exam are working 
from an inaccurate expectation of what this particular credential actually tests. This scope distinction 
shapes how candidates should actually study.

18.  D  — Most  Water  Efficiency credits,  including Indoor  Water  Use  Reduction,  use  a  percentage 
reduction  below  a  calculated  baseline  rather  than  an  absolute  gallon  figure,  holding  buildings  of 
different sizes to a consistent proportional standard. Assuming absolute figures are used exclusively 
overlooks  this  consistent,  deliberately  size-neutral  evaluation  approach  across  the  category.  This 
consistent approach spans multiple credit categories.

19. A — On-site renewable energy generation generally carries somewhat more certification weight than 
an equivalent amount of off-site procurement, reflecting LEED's preference for direct, verifiable on-site 
strategies wherever genuinely feasible. Assuming both strategies always earn identical points per unit  
offset  overlooks  this  real,  though  modest,  weighting  distinction.  This  weighting  reflects  LEED's 
preference for direct site strategies.

20. C — LEED's design philosophy prioritizes reducing load through envelope and orientation decisions 
before  mechanical  equipment  is  even  selected,  since  this  sequencing  reduces  both  first  cost  and 
operating  cost  simultaneously.  Assuming  oversized  equipment  is  the  primary  strategy  inverts  this 
priority and typically produces a more expensive, less efficient building overall. This sequencing reflects 
genuine leverage-point reasoning throughout design.

21. D — Fundamental Commissioning is the mandatory prerequisite every project must satisfy, while 
Enhanced  Commissioning  is  an  optional  credit  extending  verification  considerably  further  through 
earlier engagement and broader system review. Assuming Enhanced Commissioning itself is mandatory 
conflates these two genuinely distinct tiers of the commissioning process under LEED v5. Confusing 
these two tiers is a common exam pitfall.

22. B — A small volume of high-GWP refrigerant can rival much larger emissions from other building 
sources, since global warming potential measures impact per unit relative to carbon dioxide, not total  
volume alone. This outsized per-unit impact is precisely why Fundamental Refrigerant Management 
exists as a mandatory prerequisite despite refrigerants' typically small physical quantities.

23.  C  — The Owner's  Project  Requirements  captures  the  owner's  goals  and objectives  in  a  single 
reference  document,  while  the  Basis  of  Design  separately  documents  the  design  team's  technical 
approach to meeting those stated requirements. Treating these as interchangeable documents overlooks 
their  genuinely  complementary,  distinct  roles  within  the  integrative  process.  Treating  them  as 
interchangeable overlooks this real distinction.

24. A  — Installed systems can diverge from modeled performance without independent verification, 
since  a  correctly  designed  and  modeled  system  can  still  underperform  if  installed  or  calibrated 
incorrectly during construction. This gap between predicted and actual performance is precisely what 



Fundamental Commissioning exists to catch before a building begins full occupancy. This gap is exactly 
what commissioning verification catches.

25. C  — The specific credential and specialty should be stated accurately on professional materials, 
since informal abbreviations like 'LEED AP' without the specialty can misrepresent the actual credential 
held.  Accurate,  specific  credential  representation  matters  both  for  professional  credibility  and  for 
compliance  with  USGBC's  branding  and  credential-use  guidelines.  This  guidance  protects  both 
credibility and accurate representation.

26. B  — Certification level is determined through a documentation review process following project 
registration  and  credit  pursuit  throughout  design  and  construction,  not  automatically  assigned  the 
moment construction physically finishes.  GBCI's  review of submitted documentation,  including any 
clarification  requests,  is  what  ultimately  determines  the  final  certification  outcome and  level.  This 
review process is easy to overlook or assume automatic.

27. A — Building orientation is a classic example of a high-leverage early decision, made at essentially 
no added cost during initial design, that influences solar heat gain, daylighting potential, and natural 
ventilation for a building's entire operating life. Underestimating orientation's impact overlooks one of 
the most  cost-effective early design decisions available.  Underestimating this  decision's  impact  is  a 
common design mistake.

28. D — Reduced Irrigation allows some permanent irrigation to remain while demonstrating improved 
efficiency through tools like the WaterSense Water Budget Tool, distinct from No Irrigation Required, 
which eliminates  permanent  irrigation entirely.  Confusing these  two Outdoor  Water  Use Reduction 
pathways as functionally identical overlooks a meaningful difference in their underlying ambition and 
requirements.

29. D — Graywater comes specifically from sinks, showers, and laundry, while rainwater comes from 
precipitation  capture,  representing  two  genuinely  distinct  alternative  water  sources  with  different 
collection points and typical treatment needs. Both are eligible LEED water sources, but treating them as 
identical overlooks their different origins and appropriate use cases. Both remain valid, distinct LEED-
eligible water sources.

30. A — Ventilation Performance requires enhanced rates to reach at least 95% of regularly occupied 
space, not 100%, allowing for reasonable design flexibility while still preventing credit for covering 
only a small fraction of a building. A single room falling slightly below the enhanced rate does not 
automatically disqualify the entire credit under this threshold.

31. B  — The triple bottom line weighs environmental, social, and economic dimensions together as 
equally important considerations, not treating any single pillar as inherently more important than the 
others  despite  how the  framework  might  be  casually  interpreted.  This  balanced,  multi-dimensional 
evaluation is central to its actual intended design and application. This balanced framing is easy to  
misread casually.



32. C  — MPR eligibility is a separate, prior screening process independent of a project's total point 
score, meaning a project must clear all three Minimum Program Requirements before points are even 
counted  toward  certification.  Treating  MPRs  and  point  totals  as  the  same  evaluation  mechanism 
overlooks this fundamental, sequential structural distinction in LEED's certification process.

33. C  — Fundamental Refrigerant Management addresses both ozone depletion potential and global 
warming potential together, since refrigerants can pose both environmental threats simultaneously, not 
merely one or the other in isolation. Assuming the prerequisite addresses only one of these two concerns 
overlooks its genuinely dual environmental focus as documented in the rating system.

34. A  — Compact and Connected Development can be satisfied through any one or more of several 
distinct pathways, including Access to Transit, Walkable Location, and Surrounding Density, rather than 
requiring simultaneous qualification through every pathway at once. This flexible structure lets different 
site types qualify through whichever pathway genuinely fits their actual conditions.

35. D  — Assessment findings should directly inform site plan revisions before construction begins, 
since  discovering sensitive  features  after  committing to  a  fixed design defeats  the  entire  protective 
purpose of conducting the assessment in the first place. Treating this as a paperwork formality overlooks 
its genuine, intended role in shaping actual design decisions.

36.  B  —  Certain  locked  phrases,  like  'Full  Answer  Explanations,'  are  used  consistently  within 
established subtitle conventions and are specifically not substituted with synonyms such as alternative 
wording  that  might  otherwise  seem  equivalent.  This  consistency  reflects  a  deliberate  stylistic  and 
structural  choice,  not  random or  interchangeable  marketing  language  with  no  fixed  meaning.  This 
distinction matters for anyone drafting real subtitle copy.

37.  A  — The Preconstruction Site  Assessment  addresses  site  ecological  features  like  special-status 
vegetation  and  wildlife  habitat,  while  the  Climate  Resilience  Assessment  addresses  climate  hazard 
exposure  like  flooding  and  extreme  heat.  These  are  genuinely  distinct  Integrative  Process  and 
Sustainable Sites requirements serving different documentation purposes, not the same assessment under 
two names. Confusing these two assessments is a common categorization error.

38.  B  — A project  can  pursue  both  on-site  renewable  energy generation  and off-site  procurement 
together toward the same Renewable Energy credit, since these strategies are complementary rather than 
mutually exclusive compliance paths. Combining both approaches often lets a project offset a larger 
percentage of its total energy use than either strategy alone could achieve.

39. C  — Cost outcomes depend heavily on which specific strategies are pursued and when they are 
implemented  during  the  design  process,  rather  than  certification  level  alone  dictating  a  fixed, 
proportional  cost  increase  in  every  case.  Early,  well-integrated  strategies  frequently  achieve  higher 
certification levels at cost parity with less thoughtfully planned lower-tier projects.

40. D  — Water Metering and Reporting requires sharing usage data annually for a minimum of five 
years,  a  genuine  multi-year  ongoing  commitment  rather  than  a  single  measurement  satisfying  the 



prerequisite  at  the  moment  of  certification handoff.  This  extended commitment  reflects  LEED v5's 
broader shift toward ongoing performance verification rather than one-time documentation.

41. C — LEED v5 consolidates what were separate v4 Innovation and Regional Priority categories into 
a  single  unified  10-point  Project  Priorities  category,  rather  than  retaining  both  as  separate  bonus 
categories or eliminating them entirely. This genuine structural change is frequently tested, since older 
study materials may still describe the retired, separate v4 structure.

42. A — The decarbonization plan requires documented strategies tied to concrete triggering conditions 
across  a  project's  operating  life,  not  merely  a  vague,  general  statement  of  intent  lacking  specific,  
actionable detail. A plan without genuine sequencing and mechanism fails to satisfy the prerequisite's  
actual documentation requirement, regardless of how sincere the stated intention might be.

43. B  — LEED v5's tightened consolidated disclosure credit requires an EPD to demonstrate a 20% 
improvement over its industry baseline or carry an ISO 21930 Optimized designation, not merely exist  
as a verified declaration. Generic EPDs disclosing impact without showing measurable improvement no 
longer automatically satisfy this credit under the current, stricter requirements.

44. D — Systems thinking means recognizing how interconnected building systems affect one another, 
such as how envelope decisions influence mechanical system sizing, rather than isolating any single 
system for analysis while ignoring its connections. This interconnected view directly opposes the siloed 
approach systems thinking was specifically developed to counter in building design practice.

45. A  — Candidates who fail the exam may retake it, paying the full exam fee for each subsequent 
attempt, with no discount offered regardless of how many prior attempts have already occurred. A single 
failure  does  not  result  in  permanent  disqualification;  only  after  three  unsuccessful  attempts  does  a 
mandatory 90-day waiting period apply before re-registration.

46. B — Gold spans a wider twenty-point range, from 60 to 79 points, compared to Certified and Silver,  
which each span only ten points, reflecting that most competitive projects land within the Gold range 
specifically. This uneven range distribution is a deliberate structural feature worth memorizing, not an 
assumption of equal ten-point width across all four tiers.

47. D — The Human Impact Assessment informs decisions across multiple domains beyond Location 
and  Transportation,  including  Sustainable  Sites'  Equitable  Development  considerations  and  Indoor 
Environmental Quality's inclusive design credits.  Its findings ripple into many later domain-specific 
strategies throughout the guide, rather than remaining isolated to any single credit category alone. Its  
influence extends well beyond any single credit category.

48. C — Both Reduce Embodied Carbon and Building and Materials Reuse can genuinely be pursued 
together as complementary strategies, since Materials and Resources offers multiple reduction pathways 
rather than a single,  mutually exclusive option. Layering material selection improvements alongside 
structural retention and salvage strategies can compound a project's total embodied carbon reduction 
significantly.



49. B — Commissioning verifies that installed systems perform as designed at a specific point, typically 
around handoff, while benchmarking tracks ongoing measured performance continuously throughout a 
building's actual operating life. These are genuinely distinct verification activities occurring at different  
project stages, not interchangeable terms describing the exact same underlying process. These represent 
genuinely separate verification activities and timeframes.

50. A — The exam's 2-hour limit for 100 questions still requires reasonably efficient pacing, roughly 72 
seconds per question on average, even though candidates can flag questions and return to them before 
submitting. Assuming flagging eliminates any need for time management overlooks the genuine, real 
practical time constraint every candidate faces during the actual exam.

51. C  — A trade-off between refrigerant GWP and energy efficiency can exist for some refrigerant 
pairs, but this is not a universal rule applying identically to every possible comparison, since specific 
chemical properties vary considerably across different refrigerant options. Treating this as an absolute, 
universal law oversimplifies a genuinely case-specific engineering trade-off consideration.

52. D — LEED v5 adds explicit requirements for genuine barrier-free access and community usability to 
Accessible Outdoor Space, going meaningfully beyond the simpler square-footage thresholds LEED v4 
previously used alone. A space meeting only area requirements without genuine accessibility no longer 
satisfies this credit's updated, more comprehensive intent under the current rating system.

53. A — The Carbon Assessment is a mandatory Integrative Process prerequisite, while the Operational  
Carbon Projection and Decarbonization Plan is  a separate Energy and Atmosphere prerequisite that  
draws on related emissions data established by the Carbon Assessment. These are genuinely distinct 
prerequisites in different categories, not a single duplicated requirement appearing twice by error.

54.  C  — Hydrozoning refers  to grouping plants  by similar  water  needs within a landscape design, 
ensuring no plant receives more irrigation than it actually requires simply because it shares a zone with a 
thirstier neighbor. This is a landscaping design strategy specifically,  entirely unrelated to any water  
treatment chemical process or refrigerant classification system.

55.  D  —  The  LEED  AP  point  within  Project  Priorities  specifically  requires  a  LEED  Accredited 
Professional holding the specialty appropriate to the project to serve as a principal participant on the  
team. General familiarity with LEED or years of informal experience, without the formal credential  
itself, does not satisfy this credit's specific, well-defined requirement.

56.  B  — Reduced Irrigation addresses  outdoor  water  use  efficiency under  Water  Efficiency,  while 
reduced parking addresses transportation demand under Location and Transportation's Transportation 
Demand  Management  credit,  representing  entirely  different  credit  categories  despite  superficially 
similar-sounding names. Confusing these two distinct 'reduction' strategies overlooks their genuinely 
separate underlying concerns and credit structures. Confusing similarly worded terms is a common exam 
pitfall.

57. B — Enhanced Commissioning adds earlier authority engagement during design, verification of a 
broader  range  of  building  systems,  and  potentially  monitoring-based  commissioning  extending  into 



actual  operation,  well  beyond  Fundamental  Commissioning's  baseline  requirements.  Assuming 
Fundamental  Commissioning  alone  makes  Enhanced  Commissioning  redundant  overlooks  these 
genuinely  additional,  more  thorough  verification  activities.  This  distinction  is  worth  remembering 
precisely for exam purposes.

58. C — Diverse Uses measures the variety of land uses like residential, commercial, and civic within 
walking distance, while Surrounding Density measures population and building density within a defined 
radius, evaluating genuinely different site qualities. Both remain distinct pathways within Compact and 
Connected Development, not a single requirement renamed or duplicated under two different labels.

59. D — Point values are weighted by each category's relative environmental and health significance,  
with Energy and Atmosphere historically holding the largest single pool, reflecting how large a share of 
overall impact stems from energy use specifically. This deliberate, uneven weighting reflects genuine 
environmental priority setting, not a random or perfectly equal distribution across every single credit.

60. A — Arc is specifically the platform for LEED v5 project registration and certification submission, 
while LEED Online continues serving projects still pursuing LEED v4 or v4.1 certification under the 
legacy system. These are two genuinely distinct platforms serving different rating system versions, not a 
simple renaming applied interchangeably across every single project.

61. B  — Embodied carbon is  largely released before occupancy begins,  during material  extraction, 
manufacturing, and construction, while operational carbon accumulates continuously over decades of 
building  operation  from  ongoing  energy  use.  This  timing  distinction  is  genuinely  significant  and 
frequently tested, since the two carbon types require fundamentally different reduction strategies and 
planning horizons.

62. C — Real-time submetering can detect abnormal water flow well before a monthly utility bill would 
reveal  the  same  issue,  converting  what  might  otherwise  be  weeks  of  undetected  waste  into  a 
maintenance  ticket  resolved  almost  immediately.  This  speed  advantage  is  precisely  why LEED v5 
emphasizes continuous monitoring over periodic, delayed billing-cycle reviews for leak detection.

63. A — Equitable Development includes housing and jobs proximity pathways alongside site-condition 
pathways  like  brownfield  remediation  and  historic  location,  addressing  both  community-level  and 
environmental site considerations together within a single unified credit. Assuming this credit addresses 
only  environmental  conditions  overlooks  its  genuinely  broader,  deliberately  combined  equity  and 
environmental scope under LEED v5.

64. D — The Operational Carbon Projection spans a 25-year emissions horizon, but the accompanying 
written  decarbonization  plan  itself  is  capped  at  a  concise  two  pages  maximum,  keeping  the 
documentation  focused and genuinely  actionable.  Assuming rigid,  unrelated  requirements  like  page 
count matching the projection horizon or fixed strategy counts misreads this prerequisite's actual, more 
flexible structure.

65.  A  —  Genuine  biophilic  design  under  Connecting  with  Nature  typically  combines  multiple 
mechanisms together, including direct nature contact, indirect natural references like texture or pattern, 



and spatial configurations offering both shelter and prospect. A single token plant placed without this 
broader combination does not fully satisfy the credit's genuinely more comprehensive design intent.

66. D — The Whole-Building Life-Cycle Assessment specifically covers building materials across their 
production, construction, use, and end-of-life stages, while the Carbon Assessment spans a broader 25-
year  operational  scope  including  energy,  refrigerants,  and  transportation  together.  These  measure 
genuinely  distinct,  complementary  scopes  rather  than  identical  requirements  duplicated  by 
documentation error across categories.  Confusing these related but distinct  documents is  a common 
error.

67. B  — Specific, verifiable credentials like LEED AP carry defined, recognized meaning within the 
industry, distinguishing genuinely demonstrated expertise from informal, self-declared claims lacking 
any independent verification standard. This distinction matters directly for the Project Priorities LEED 
AP point, which specifically requires the formal credential, not merely stated familiarity or interest. This  
distinction matters directly for the Project Priorities point.

68. C — Reduce Peak Thermal Loads rewards designs requiring smaller mechanical equipment, while 
Minimum  Energy  Efficiency  sets  a  code-based  performance  baseline  every  project  must  clear, 
addressing genuinely different, complementary aspects of Energy and Atmosphere. Both the prerequisite 
and credit genuinely exist under current LEED v5, contrary to any assumption that only one remains  
active.

69.  A  —  Brownfield  remediation  specifically  rewards  locating  on  and  actively  remediating  a 
contaminated site under authority-mandated requirements, turning the LEED project into the mechanism 
addressing genuine environmental contamination directly. This is the opposite of avoiding contaminated 
sites entirely; the credit exists precisely to incentivize productive redevelopment of these challenging 
parcels. This is the opposite of what many candidates initially assume.

70.  C  —  The  Owner's  Project  Requirements  captures  the  owner's  own  stated  goals,  functional 
requirements, and sustainability objectives directly, serving as the foundational document the design 
team then designs toward throughout  the project.  Assuming the architect  or  contractor  authors  this 
document without genuine owner input overlooks its fundamentally owner-driven purpose within the 
integrative process.

71.  B  —  Enhanced  Refrigerant  Management's  Option  1  qualifies  automatically  with  no  further 
calculation required for refrigerants carrying zero ozone depletion potential and sufficiently low global 
warming potential. Option 2, by contrast, is the pathway requiring a detailed charge, leakage rate, and 
equipment  life  calculation,  reserved  specifically  for  higher-GWP  refrigerants  that  don't  qualify 
automatically.

72. D — Daylighting and quality views are distinct qualities a space can satisfy independently of each 
other, even under the consolidated Occupant Experience credit, since a space can be well-lit without a 
meaningful  outdoor view, and vice versa.  Assuming these two components share a  single identical  
metric overlooks their genuinely separate evaluation criteria within this consolidated credit.



73. B — Intelligent sequencing allows a decarbonization roadmap's strategies to be phased in alignment 
with data availability, market pricing conditions, or equipment natural replacement lifecycle, rather than 
launching  every  strategy  simultaneously  at  construction.  This  phased  approach  avoids  wasteful 
premature equipment replacement while still ensuring meaningful, concrete progress toward the plan's 
long-term emissions goals.

74. D — Both Green Power purchases and on-site solar generation can genuinely be pursued together, 
since  combining  direct  on-site  generation  with  market-based  purchasing  allows  a  project  to  more 
completely  address  its  total  energy-related  footprint  than  either  single  strategy  alone.  These  are 
complementary compliance paths, not mutually exclusive choices that permanently rule each other out.

75. A — Preconstruction Site Assessment findings can also inform Rainwater Management siting, Light  
Pollution  Reduction  design  near  sensitive  wildlife  areas,  and  broader  site  planning  decisions  well 
beyond  Biodiverse  Habitat  alone.  This  assessment's  influence  genuinely  extends  across  multiple 
Sustainable Sites credits, not remaining isolated to habitat protection as its sole downstream application.  
This broader influence is easy to underestimate at first.

76. A — Certified still represents a genuine, independently verified sustainability achievement at its own 
entry-level tier, reflecting real credit points earned and prerequisites cleared, not a lesser or unworthy 
accomplishment compared to higher certification levels. Every certification level, including Certified, 
carries meaningful, formally recognized value within the LEED framework and broader marketplace.

77. D — Fundamental Commissioning broadly verifies system installation and design-intent alignment 
across  energy-related  building  systems,  while  Fundamental  Refrigerant  Management  addresses  a 
specific chemical risk tied to ozone depletion and global warming potential in refrigerants. These are 
genuinely distinct prerequisites addressing different concerns, not the same requirement described using 
two different names. Confusing these prerequisites by name alone is a common mistake.

78. B  — A project can still pursue additional Green Power and Carbon Offsets purchases to address 
remaining energy-related footprint even after meeting its Renewable Energy credit target, since these 
represent  complementary,  layered  compliance  strategies  rather  than  mutually  exclusive  options. 
Combining  both  approaches  can  further  reduce  a  project's  overall  reliance  on  fossil-fuel-generated 
electricity.

79. A  — Good integrative practice requires completing the Human Impact Assessment early, during 
initial discovery, before major design decisions are finalized, since findings need to genuinely inform 
those  decisions  rather  than  merely  documenting  choices  already  locked  in  place.  Completing  this 
assessment late defeats its core purpose of shaping, not just recording, project direction.

80. C — The Water Metering and Reporting prerequisite sets a mandatory baseline metering floor every  
project  must clear,  while the separate Water Metering credit  rewards more granular submetering of 
distinct subsystems beyond that baseline requirement. These represent a genuinely distinct prerequisite-
credit pairing, following the same pattern found consistently across other LEED v5 categories.



81. B — Materials and Resources embodied carbon strategies address a distinct, complementary portion 
of a project's total carbon footprint that the Carbon Assessment's operational emissions scope does not  
fully capture on its own. A complete carbon picture genuinely requires considering both operational and 
embodied sources together, not either category addressed in isolation.

82.  D  — Occupant  Experience addresses  thermal  comfort,  daylighting,  quality  views,  and acoustic 
performance  together  as  a  single  consolidated  credit  under  LEED  v5,  replacing  what  LEED  v4.1 
evaluated as four separate, independently point-earning credits. Assuming this credit addresses only one 
of these four components overlooks its genuinely comprehensive, multi-quality consolidated scope. This 
comprehensive scope is a frequently tested structural detail.

83. C — The Preconstruction Site Assessment is a required component regardless of a site's apparent  
visible condition, since undocumented sensitive features like wetland soils or protected species can exist  
even  on  land  that  appears  superficially  undeveloped  or  unremarkable  to  a  casual  observer.  Visual  
appearance alone never substitutes for genuine, documented site-specific investigation and research.

84. A — Reduce Parking rewards meaningfully reduced parking capacity relative to a defined baseline 
ratio, not the complete elimination of every single on-site parking space, making this credit achievable 
for a wide range of realistic project types and contexts. Assuming total elimination is required overstates  
the credit's actual, more moderate and genuinely achievable threshold.

85. C — The Owner's Project Requirements typically establishes the owner's goals and objectives first, 
which the Basis of Design then addresses through the design team's chosen technical approach and 
specific  system  selections.  This  sequencing  reflects  the  logical,  intent-then-approach  relationship 
between these two foundational integrative process documents, not simultaneous or reversed authorship. 
This logical sequencing reflects how these documents actually function.

86. B  — The Diverse Uses pathway specifically rewards a genuine mix of residential,  commercial,  
civic, and recreational uses within walking distance, not a single-use residential area regardless of how 
dense  that  residential  development  might  otherwise  be.  Genuine  use  variety,  not  density  alone,  is 
precisely what this particular Compact and Connected Development pathway is designed to reward.

87. A — Enhanced Building Accessibility specifically rewards design that goes beyond minimum legal 
accessibility  compliance  toward  interiors  genuinely  comfortable  and  usable  across  a  full  range  of 
physical abilities, not merely restating existing code requirements with no additional expectation. This 
credit sets a meaningfully higher, more ambitious bar than baseline legal compliance alone requires.

88. D — Narrow, safety-driven emergency backup generator exceptions are generally treated as distinct 
from routine on-site combustion for space heating, water heating, or cooking, the specific loads LEED 
v5's electrification expectations actually target. A single small emergency generator required for safety 
code compliance does not automatically disqualify a project from full electrification consideration.

89. C — Benchmarking confirms good performance and flags genuine gaps alike, providing valuable 
ongoing operational information regardless of whether results happen to match or diverge from original 
design-phase predictions. Assuming this data is only useful when performance disappoints overlooks its 



broader, continuous value for informing facilities management decisions throughout a building's entire 
operating life.

90.  A  — A genuinely  well-located  site  can  qualify  through  both  Access  to  Transit  and  Walkable 
Location  pathways  simultaneously,  since  these  pathways  evaluate  different  site  qualities,  transit 
frequency and daily-needs proximity respectively,  that  can both be present  together.  Satisfying one 
pathway does not disqualify or preclude a project from also satisfying the other on the same site.

91. B — GBCI's documentation review process, occurring after project registration and credit selection 
throughout design and construction, ultimately determines the final awarded certification score, not the  
initial credit selection alone at any single earlier project stage. This review, including any clarification 
requests, is what confirms a project's documented compliance before final certification is awarded.

92. D — Minimum Program Requirements function as project-eligibility gates determining whether a 
project can pursue LEED certification at all, while Minimized Site Disturbance is a specific, separate 
Sustainable  Sites  prerequisite  addressing  construction-phase  site  protection  requirements.  These 
represent  genuinely  distinct  categories  of  LEED requirement  operating at  different  structural  levels  
within the certification process.

93.  B  — The Quantify  and  Assess  Embodied  Carbon  prerequisite  requires  documenting  identified 
hotspot materials as an intentionally baseline-only step, with actual reduction addressed later through the 
separate, optional Reduce Embodied Carbon credit built on that documented baseline. No immediate 
material replacement is required simply because a material is identified as a hotspot contributor.

94. C — The Climate Resilience Assessment prerequisite requires addressing a minimum of only two of  
the twelve defined hazard categories through documented design strategies, representing a genuine floor 
rather than a comprehensive requirement to address every possible category. This minimum threshold is 
a frequently tested, specific numeric detail worth committing to memory precisely.

95. D — A successful content appeal offers the candidate an opportunity to retest, not a direct change to  
their original exam score under any circumstance, since GBCI does not modify exam scores regardless 
of appeal outcome. This policy protects the integrity and consistency of the scoring process while still  
providing candidates a genuine, meaningful path forward.

96. A — Resilient Spaces addresses interior Indoor Environmental Quality conditions during extreme 
outdoor events like heat or wildfire smoke, while Enhanced Resilient Site Design addresses exterior 
Sustainable Sites strategies responding to broader climate hazards like flooding or hurricanes. These are 
genuinely distinct credits operating at different building scales, not identical requirements addressing the 
same elements.

97. B — Enhanced Refrigerant Management's Option 2 allows higher-GWP refrigerants to still qualify 
for the credit through a detailed calculation incorporating refrigerant charge, expected leakage rate, and 
equipment life, demonstrating an acceptable overall lifecycle climate impact despite not meeting Option 
1's  automatic  threshold.  This  provides  a  genuine,  real  compliance  path  beyond  automatic 
disqualification.



98.  D  — Quality views rewards genuine sightlines to the outdoors from regularly occupied spaces 
broadly, not a single rigid design requirement like full floor-to-ceiling glazing on every façade of a 
building.  Many  design  approaches,  including  strategically  placed  windows  and  thoughtful  space 
planning, can satisfy this credit's actual, more flexible underlying visual-connection intent.

99. A — Minimum Energy Efficiency establishes a current, code-based performance floor referencing 
ASHRAE 90.1, while the Operational Carbon Projection prerequisite establishes a forward-looking, 25-
year  emissions  trajectory,  addressing  genuinely  different  temporal  scopes  within  Energy  and 
Atmosphere. One is a present-moment snapshot standard; the other is explicitly a long-term planning 
and projection requirement. Confusing these two prerequisites' scopes is a common exam trap.

100.  C  —  Domain  weighting,  reflecting  how  many  questions  each  knowledge  domain  actually 
contributes to the real exam, should meaningfully inform how study time is allocated across topics, 
rather  than personal  interest  level  alone driving study priorities.  Focusing disproportionate  time on 
lightly weighted domains while neglecting heavily weighted ones like LEED Process or Energy and 
Atmosphere is an inefficient exam preparation strategy.
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