
PRACTICE EXAM 11: LEED GREEN ASSOCIATE 
SIMULATION (100 QUESTIONS)

This practice exam contains 100 multiple-choice questions modeled on the LEED Green Associate (v5) exam 
administered by GBCI. The official exam has a 2-hour time limit and requires a score of 170 out of 200 to pass.  
Select the single best answer for each question. Answers and full explanations follow the exam.

1. Who develops and continuously revises LEED's credits and prerequisites?

A. USGBC, through committees of building industry volunteers

B. GBCI, through its exam administration staff

C. Prometric, through its testing centers

D. The EPA, through federal rulemaking

2. A project's LEED scorecard totals 55 points. Which certification level does this achieve?

A. Certified

B. Silver

C. Gold

D. Platinum

3. Which of the following is NOT a Minimum Program Requirement?

A. Permanent location on existing land

B. Reasonable LEED boundaries

C. Compliance with project size requirements

D. A minimum project budget threshold



4. A project's Climate Resilience Assessment findings on wildfire smoke risk connect most directly to 
which Indoor Environmental Quality credit?

A. Enhanced Building Accessibility

B. Connecting with Nature

C. Resilient Spaces

D. Quality Views

5. What is the correct definition of 'ozone depletion potential'?

A. A substance's heat-trapping effect relative to CO2

B. A substance's capacity to break down stratospheric ozone

C. A building's total daylighting performance

D. A refrigerant's total physical charge volume

6.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a decarbonization plan that must still be  
genuinely actionable. Which is strongest?

A. A single sentence expressing general aspiration

B. An unlimited-length document with no constraints

C. No written plan, relying on verbal commitment

D. A concise plan tying strategies to concrete triggering conditions

7. Which organization reviews and approves or denies a project's certification application?

A. GBCI

B. USGBC

C. Prometric

D. The World Green Building Council



8.  A  project's  Preconstruction  Site  Assessment  identifies  a  documented  population  of  a  locally 
significant bird species. What should this finding directly inform?

A. The building's final paint color

B. A signed Green Lease agreement

C. Construction timing and buffer zones near the population

D. The Credential Maintenance Program's cycle

9. What does the term 'Enhanced Refrigerant Management Option 1' require for a qualifying low-GWP 
refrigerant?

A. A detailed leakage rate calculation regardless of GWP

B. No further calculation, qualifying automatically

C. Replacement of the refrigerant with a different type

D. A minimum five-year monitoring commitment

10. A candidate assumes the Green Associate exam heavily tests detailed engineering calculations. What  
does the exam actually emphasize?

A. Advanced refrigerant thermodynamics exclusively

B. Building code compliance calculations exclusively

C. Detailed structural engineering exclusively

D. Broad conceptual understanding of green building principles

11. Which of the following is NOT true about the Occupant Experience credit?

A. It includes thermal comfort as one component

B. It includes daylighting as one component

C. It was newly created in LEED v3, unrelated to v4.1

D. It consolidates four previously separate v4.1 credits



12.  A project's baseline peak cooling load of 300 tons drops to 210 tons after design improvements. 
What percentage reduction is this?

A. 30%

B. 20%

C. 40%

D. 10%

13. What is the correct definition of a 'reference baseline' in energy modeling?

A. The final as-built energy performance of the building

B. A fixed dollar amount every project must budget

C. A refrigerant charge limit unrelated to energy modeling

D. A standardized comparison building used to evaluate design performance

14. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Preconstruction Site Assessment relative  
to design finalization. Which sequence is strongest?

A. Finalizing the design first, then conducting the assessment

B. Conducting the assessment only after construction begins

C. Conducting the assessment before finalizing the site plan

D. Skipping the assessment if the budget is limited

15.  Which of the following is  NOT part  of  the required documentation under Water Metering and 
Reporting?

A. Monitoring both potable and alternative water sources

B. A one-time report with no ongoing commitment

C. Separately metering alternative sources from municipal supply

D. Sharing usage data annually for at least five years



16. What does the term 'Diverse Uses' reward as a Location and Transportation pathway?

A. A genuine mix of residential and commercial uses

B. Exclusively residential land use

C. Maximum available parking capacity

D. A single dominant commercial use

17. A candidate wants to know the minimum years required before applying for LEED Fellow. What is 
the correct figure?

A. Five years as a LEED AP with specialty

B. Eight years as a LEED AP with specialty

C. Ten years as a LEED Green Associate

D. Three years as a LEED AP with specialty

18.  A project's  Carbon Assessment  and its  Operational  Carbon Projection prerequisite  share  which 
relationship?

A. They are the same requirement duplicated by error

B. Only one of the two exists under LEED v5

C. The Carbon Assessment is an IP prerequisite; the projection is a separate EA prerequisite

D. The Carbon Assessment replaces the need for the EA prerequisite

19. What does 'submetering' allow a facilities team to do that whole-building metering cannot?

A. Eliminate the need for any water conservation strategy

B. Reduce the total metering equipment cost to zero

C. Replace the need for the Water Metering prerequisite

D. Pinpoint exactly which subsystem is responsible for water use



20. A project team wants to choose the BEST refrigerant management approach given a refrigerant that 
does not qualify automatically under Option 1. Which is strongest?

A. Completing Option 2's detailed calculation instead

B. Assuming automatic qualification anyway

C. Replacing all equipment immediately regardless

D. Ignoring the credit entirely

21. Which of the following is NOT true about LEED AP with specialty?

A. It requires passing Green Associate first

B. It is available in multiple rating-system-specific tracks

C. It requires passing a specialty-specific exam

D. It requires no prior credential of any kind

22. What does the term 'grid-interactive' describe about a building's operation?

A. Active coordination of building operation with utility grid conditions

B. A building entirely disconnected from the utility grid

C. A building relying exclusively on on-site generation

D. A building exempt from all electrical code requirements

23. A project's Whole-Building Life-Cycle Assessment Module D reports which type of benefit?

A. A building's total certification score

B. Benefits extending beyond the system boundary

C. A refrigerant's global warming potential

D. A building's daylighting performance

24.  A project's proposed-case VMT is 45% lower than its baseline-case VMT. What does this figure 
directly demonstrate?



A. The building's certification level

B. The site's total acreage

C. The project's real transportation impact reduction

D. The building's peak thermal load

25. Which of the following is NOT one of LEED v5's three sharpened impact areas?

A. Decarbonization

B. Ecological conservation and restoration

C. Quality of life

D. Cost minimization

26. A project team wants to choose the BEST site among options with different contamination histories 
for Equitable Development. Which is strongest?

A. An uncontaminated greenfield site requiring no remediation

B. A brownfield site with authority-mandated remediation requirements

C. A site with no documented history of any kind

D. A site far from any community infrastructure

27. What must a project's Basis of Design document, relative to the Owner's Project Requirements?

A. The design team's technical approach to meeting the OPR

B. A financial audit of the OPR's stated budget

C. A replacement eliminating the need for the OPR

D. The contractor's construction schedule exclusively

28. What does the term 'hydrozoning' describe as a landscaping strategy?



A. A chemical treatment process for irrigation water

B. A refrigerant classification unrelated to landscaping

C. Grouping plants by similar water needs within a design

D. A certification level specific to Water Efficiency

29.  A project's Fundamental Commissioning prerequisite requires review of which two documents at 
minimum?

A. The EPD and the HPD

B. The Owner's Project Requirements and Basis of Design

C. The Carbon Assessment and Human Impact Assessment

D. A Renewable Energy Certificate and a carbon offset

30. What is the correct definition of a 'power purchase agreement'?

A. A long-term contract to buy electricity from a specific renewable facility

B. A one-time payment covering annual energy use

C. A government subsidy for on-site solar

D. A warranty covering mechanical equipment failure

31.  A project's Indoor Air Quality Performance credit awards the full 10 points to which compliance 
pathway?

A. A single one-time test

B. An annual visual walkthrough

C. Continuous monitoring

D. Manufacturer self-certification

32. Which of the following is NOT true about the Minimum Energy Efficiency prerequisite under LEED 
v5?



A. It is a mandatory floor earning no points directly

B. It currently references ASHRAE 90.1-2019

C. It will transition to a newer edition at a future date

D. It is an optional credit rather than a prerequisite

33. A project team wants to choose the BEST alternative water source to prioritize first for non-potable 
reuse. Which is strongest?

A. Raw water from a nearby stream

B. Untreated groundwater from an on-site well

C. Condensate from cooling equipment

D. Discharge from an open-loop geothermal system

34. What does the term 'triple bottom line' evaluate together?

A. Only financial performance across three fiscal years

B. Social equity, environmental health, and economic viability

C. Only environmental impact across three certification tiers

D. Refrigerant compliance across three equipment categories

35.  A  project's  decarbonization  roadmap  sequences  a  renewable  energy  PPA  to  begin  once 
benchmarking data establishes actual load. What does this timing reflect?

A. Sequencing tied to a genuine triggering condition

B. A GBCI-mandated fixed waiting period

C. Noncompliance with ASHRAE 90.1

D. A penalty for delayed electrification

36. Which of the following is NOT a component of Transportation Demand Management?

A. VMT reduction documentation



B. Parking strategies including fees

C. Transportation-related emissions estimation

D. A guarantee of zero vehicle trips

37. What is the correct definition of 'operational carbon'?

A. Emissions released once, before occupancy begins

B. Emissions associated exclusively with material manufacturing

C. Emissions accumulating continuously over a building's years of operation

D. Emissions associated exclusively with construction waste

38.  A project  team wants  to  choose  the  BEST commissioning  approach  for  long-term operational 
verification. Which pathway is strongest?

A. Enhanced Commissioning extending into monitoring-based commissioning

B. Skipping commissioning entirely to save cost

C. Fundamental Commissioning alone, with no further verification

D. A single walkthrough before occupancy only

39. Which of the following is NOT true about a candidate's Eligibility ID?

A. It is issued after registration payment is processed

B. It permits unlimited extensions with no limit

C. It is valid for 12 months from registration

D. A single extension may be requested if needed

40. A project's embodied carbon hotspot materials are identified through which required calculation?

A. A refrigerant charge calculation

B. A daylighting illuminance calculation

C. A stormwater peak discharge calculation



D. GWP calculations for structure, enclosure, and hardscape materials

41. What does the term 'leverage point' mean in building design?

A. A required financial disclosure in documentation

B. The final inspection point before occupancy

C. A structural connection point in the frame

D. A place where a small intervention produces disproportionate improvement

42.  A project's Preliminary Review generates clarification requests. What should the project team do 
next?

A. Promptly address and resolve the specific documentation questions raised

B. Ignore the requests and hope they resolve themselves

C. Withdraw the entire certification application immediately

D. Submit unrelated documentation instead

43.  Which of the following is NOT true about the relationship between on-site and off-site renewable 
energy?

A. Both can be pursued together toward the same credit

B. On-site generation often carries somewhat more certification weight

C. Only one strategy may ever be documented per project

D. Off-site procurement removes the physical ceiling on-site generation faces

44. What does the term 'benchmarking' involve, as distinct from a design-phase energy model?

A. A one-time calculation performed before construction

B. Tracking a building's actual measured performance over time

C. A refrigerant classification method

D. Verifying installed system design intent one time



45.  A project's baseline indoor water use is 5,000 gallons per day; after upgrades it  drops to 3,500 
gallons per day. What percentage reduction is this?

A. 20%

B. 25%

C. 30%

D. 35%

46. Which of the following is NOT part of the Equitable Development credit's priority sites option?

A. Brownfield remediation

B. Historic location

C. Both pathways together

D. A guarantee of Gold certification

47. What does the term 'Green Lease' address in an Integrative Process context?

A. Aligning landlord and tenant incentives around energy and water performance

B. A refrigerant purchasing agreement

C. A one-time construction contract addendum

D. A discounted rent structure unrelated to sustainability

48. A project's Access to Transit pathway point thresholds depend on which factor?

A. A building's total floor area exclusively

B. Actual weekday and weekend transit service frequency

C. The number of LEED APs on the team

D. Physical distance from a stop, regardless of service



49.  A project  team wants  to  choose  the  BEST approach  for  identifying  embodied  carbon  hotspot 
materials. Which is strongest?

A. Relying solely on a manufacturer's marketing claims

B. Systematically calculating GWP for major material categories

C. Guessing based on general industry assumptions

D. Skipping hotspot identification entirely

50. What does the term 'Type III EPD' specifically require?

A. No verification of any kind, by definition

B. Approval from a single named certifying body exclusively

C. Independent third-party verification of the life-cycle assessment

D. A minimum five-page document length

51.  A project's Preconstruction Site Assessment and Minimized Site Disturbance prerequisite together 
establish what for later Sustainable Sites credits?

A. A one-time formality with no bearing on later credits

B. A requirement unique to LEED ND projects only

C. A relationship irrelevant to any later credit pursuit

D. A documented baseline every subsequent credit builds upon

52. What does the term 'systems thinking' mean in building design?

A. Understanding a building as a network of interconnected parts

B. Focusing analysis on a single isolated component

C. A financial accounting method used in certification

D. A term specific only to refrigerant management



53. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for Outdoor Water Use Reduction in a climate 
that genuinely supports it. Which is strongest?

A. Increasing turf grass coverage across the site

B. No Irrigation Required through native, drought-tolerant landscaping

C. Unlimited irrigation with no documentation

D. Reduced Irrigation with minimal efficiency improvement

54. Which of the following is NOT true about LEED Fellow eligibility?

A. It requires at least eight years as a LEED AP with specialty

B. It requires demonstrating impact across defined mastery elements

C. It is earned automatically after passing a written exam

D. It requires at least two endorsers holding AP with specialty

55. What does the term 'Arc' refer to in a current LEED context?

A. The platform for v5 project registration and certification submission

B. A refrigerant classification system

C. A structural engineering design standard

D. A discontinued legacy platform no longer used

56.  A  project's  Enhanced  Commissioning  credit  adds  what  beyond  Fundamental  Commissioning's 
baseline?

A. No additional value beyond the mandatory prerequisite

B. A requirement unique to refrigerant systems

C. A duplicate of Fundamental Commissioning's exact scope

D. Earlier authority engagement and broader system verification

57. What is the correct definition of a 'carbon offset'?



A. A physical device capturing carbon dioxide from indoor air

B. A discount applied to LEED registration fees

C. A tradable credit representing one metric ton of avoided CO2e emissions

D. A required component of every commissioning report

58. A project team wants to choose the BEST strategy for exam preparation given limited study time.  
Which is strongest?

A. Prioritizing heavily weighted domains like LEED Process and Energy and Atmosphere

B. Studying only personally interesting topics

C. Ignoring domain weighting entirely

D. Skipping practice exams in favor of passive reading

59. What does the term 'Bird-Friendly Glass' represent under Biodiverse Habitat?

A. A structural glazing load requirement

B. Glazing specifically designed to reduce bird collision risk

C. A financial support payment toward off-site conservation

D. A refrigerant classification unrelated to glazing

60.  A  project's  Sustainable  Purchasing  Policy  extends  environmental  consideration  into  which 
timeframe?

A. Construction-phase decisions exclusively

B. A single year of operation only

C. Refrigerant-related purchases exclusively

D. Ongoing operational procurement across the building's full life

61. Which of the following is NOT true about the Renewable Energy credit's point structure?



A. Points scale with the percentage of energy use offset

B. Both on-site and off-site procurement can earn points

C. Only on-site generation is ever recognized

D. A larger offset percentage generally earns more points

62. What does the term 'monitoring-based commissioning' extend verification into?

A. A building's early operational period after occupancy begins

B. A one-time inspection before construction begins only

C. A financial audit unrelated to system performance

D. A refrigerant leak detection system exclusively

63. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a Human Impact Assessment near a school.  
Which is strongest?

A. Ignoring the school's proximity entirely

B. Completing the assessment only after construction begins

C. Delegating the assessment with no local knowledge

D. Incorporating construction-phase noise and air quality commitments

64.  What does the term 'Water Metering' the credit reward, as distinct from the Water Metering and 
Reporting prerequisite?

A. A one-time test with no ongoing component

B. More granular submetering of distinct subsystems beyond the baseline

C. The same baseline metering floor as the prerequisite

D. A requirement limited exclusively to LEED O+M projects

65.  A project's Climate Resilience Assessment must address a minimum of how many of the twelve 
defined hazard categories?



A. One

B. Two

C. Five

D. All twelve

66. What does the term 'negative feedback loop' describe in a systems context?

A. A loop exclusive to refrigerant management contexts

B. A loop that always produces an undesirable outcome

C. A loop that amplifies and accelerates change

D. A loop that counteracts change, restoring equilibrium

67. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for Reduce Embodied Carbon given limited in-
house life-cycle assessment expertise. Which pathway is strongest?

A. EPD Analysis (Option 2) as a more accessible pathway

B. Attempting a full WBLCA despite lacking expertise

C. Skipping the credit entirely

D. Guessing at figures with no documentation

68. Which of the following is NOT true about the Credential Maintenance Program?

A. It requires ongoing continuing education hours

B. It runs on a two-year reporting cycle

C. Missing hours permanently and irreversibly revokes the credential

D. Missing hours results in a correctable inactive status

69. What does the term 'Compact and Connected Development' consolidate?

A. A single fixed requirement with no alternative pathways

B. Density, transit access, and walkability into one credit



C. A refrigerant management credit unrelated to site location

D. A prerequisite exclusive to LEED Homes projects

70. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for its Owner's Project Requirements. Which is  
strongest?

A. Clearly documenting the owner's goals, budget, and sustainability objectives

B. Leaving goals vague for maximum flexibility

C. Skipping the OPR and relying on verbal agreements

D. Writing the OPR only after construction is complete

71. Which of the following is NOT one of the four core LEED v5 Energy and Atmosphere strategies?

A. Electrification

B. Energy efficiency

C. Reduced peak thermal loads

D. Sustainable purchasing

72. What is the correct definition of 'life-cycle cost analysis'?

A. A calculation of only a building's construction budget

B. A method for calculating refrigerant charge

C. Totaling a building's costs across its full useful life

D. A metric used exclusively for daylighting design

73. A project's decarbonization plan's design analysis step must be completed before which subsequent 
step?

A. The building's occupancy permit issuance

B. Site energy prediction submitted to USGBC

C. The project's registration with GBCI



D. Construction material purchasing

74. Which of the following is NOT true about the Fundamental Refrigerant Management prerequisite?

A. It restricts high-GWP refrigerants in new equipment

B. It offers a no-refrigerant compliance path

C. It permits unlimited use of any refrigerant without restriction

D. It connects to the Carbon Assessment's emissions accounting

75. What does the term 'exemplary performance' refer to for certain LEED credits?

A. A penalty applied when a threshold is not met

B. A mandatory minimum every project must achieve

C. A requirement applying only to Water Efficiency

D. An additional point for significantly exceeding a stated threshold

76. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for Light Pollution Reduction balancing safety 
and trespass reduction. Which is strongest?

A. Calibrating shielded fixtures to genuine functional and safety need

B. Maximizing total lighting output regardless of direction

C. Eliminating all exterior lighting regardless of safety needs

D. Leaving lighting decisions to chance during construction

77. What does the term 'reporting period' mean under the Credential Maintenance Program?

A. The fixed two-year cycle for earning and reporting required CE hours

B. A one-time, single-year requirement

C. A requirement applying only to LEED Fellow holders

D. An indefinite period with no defined end date



78. A project's Preconstruction Site Assessment and Rainwater Management credit relate in which way?

A. The two are entirely unrelated requirements

B. Assessment findings inform where and how rainwater strategies are sited

C. Rainwater Management replaces the need for the assessment

D. Neither has bearing on the other's documentation

79. Which of the following is NOT true about LEED v5's Platinum certification expectations?

A. It expects industry-best-practice energy efficiency

B. It expects meaningful renewable energy use

C. It expects near-total elimination of on-site combustion

D. It permits unrestricted on-site fossil fuel combustion

80. What does the term 'domain weighting' refer to in exam preparation?

A. A refrigerant classification metric unrelated to exam content

B. A structural engineering calculation method

C. The proportion of exam questions drawn from each knowledge domain

D. A financial cost associated with exam registration

81.  A project  team wants  to  choose  the  BEST approach  for  pursuing  both  Access  to  Transit  and 
Walkable Location on a well-located site. Which is strongest?

A. Choosing only the pathway offering fewer points

B. Documenting both pathways where the site genuinely supports each

C. Ignoring one pathway arbitrarily

D. Assuming only one pathway can ever apply

82. What is the correct definition of a Health Product Declaration?



A. A refrigerant leak detection report

B. A record of occupant satisfaction survey results

C. A disclosure of a product's global warming potential

D. A disclosure of a product's chemical ingredients and health hazards

83. A project's total scorecard reaches exactly 40 points. Which certification tier does this reach, at its  
lower edge?

A. Certified, at its lower edge

B. Silver, at its lower edge

C. Gold, at its lower edge

D. No certification is achieved

84. What does the term 'Connecting with Nature' reward as a credit?

A. Compliance with ASHRAE 62.1 exclusively

B. A refrigerant selection criterion

C. Biophilic design strategies incorporating natural elements and patterns

D. A structural seismic bracing requirement

85. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a project's Renewable Energy strategy on a 
space-constrained urban site. Which is strongest?

A. Combining available on-site generation with an off-site PPA

B. Relying exclusively on on-site generation despite limited roof area

C. Abandoning renewable energy strategies due to space constraints

D. Waiting for roof area to expand before pursuing any strategy

86. Which of the following is NOT part of the required Climate Resilience Assessment documentation?



A. Addressing at least two of twelve hazard categories

B. Documented design strategies for identified hazards

C. A guarantee against all twelve possible hazard categories

D. Site-specific natural and climate event evaluation

87. What does the term 'Enhanced Building Accessibility' specifically reward, relative to code-minimum 
compliance?

A. A restatement of existing code requirements only

B. Design exceeding minimum legal accessibility requirements

C. Compliance limited to exterior circulation paths only

D. A requirement removed from LEED v5

88. A project's total embodied carbon and operational carbon strategies together address which complete 
picture?

A. Only a building's construction-phase impact

B. Only a building's post-occupancy energy use

C. A concern unrelated to either materials or energy decisions

D. A project's total carbon footprint across construction and operation

89.  What does the term 'Diverse Uses' pathway require, as distinct from a claim based on a project's  
internal program alone?

A. No actual documentation of surrounding land use

B. A single dominant use type within the project itself

C. The genuine mix of uses actually present within walking distance

D. Maximum available parking capacity nearby

90. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a Preconstruction Site Assessment on a site  
that appears visibly undeveloped. Which is strongest?



A. Conducting the assessment regardless of the site's apparent condition

B. Skipping the assessment since it appears undeveloped

C. Relying on satellite imagery alone

D. Assuming no sensitive features exist without investigation

91.  Which  of  the  following  is  NOT  a  required  step  within  the  Operational  Carbon  Projection 
prerequisite's four-step sequence?

A. Design analysis of efficiency measures

B. Site energy prediction submitted to USGBC

C. A carbon projection based on predicted energy use

D. Final GBCI certification approval

92. What does the term 'Access to Transit' reward, as distinct from 'Walkable Location'?

A. Proximity to daily needs independent of transit service

B. Proximity to transit calibrated to actual service frequency

C. A refrigerant management requirement unrelated to transportation

D. A fixed parking ratio unrelated to transit

93.  A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for a decarbonization roadmap's refrigerant 
upgrade timing. Which is strongest?

A. Replacing all refrigerant equipment immediately regardless of condition

B. Ignoring refrigerant upgrades in the roadmap entirely

C. Timing the upgrade to coincide with the equipment's natural replacement year

D. Upgrading only after an unexpected system failure

94. What does the term 'Sensitive Land Protection' discourage development on?

A. Any previously developed urban parcel



B. Land adjacent to existing transit infrastructure

C. Land within a designated historic district only

D. Floodplains, wetlands, and prime farmland

95. A project's LEED AP point within Project Priorities requires which specific team composition?

A. Any USGBC member serving in any project role

B. A LEED AP with the project-appropriate specialty as principal participant

C. A LEED Fellow serving as project manager exclusively

D. General team familiarity with LEED, with no formal credential

96. What is the correct definition of 'biophilic design'?

A. Incorporating natural elements and patterns into the built environment

B. A structural design method for seismic resistance

C. A refrigerant selection criterion

D. A water treatment process for graywater systems

97. A project team wants to choose the BEST approach for reviewing missed practice exam questions.  
Which strategy is strongest?

A. Reviewing why answers were correct or wrong

B. Ignoring missed questions entirely

C. Memorizing correct letters with no understanding

D. Reviewing only questions answered correctly

98. What does the term 'Resilient Spaces' address as an Indoor Environmental Quality credit?

A. A structural seismic bracing requirement

B. A credit addressing only exterior landscaping resilience

C. A refrigerant management requirement unrelated to interiors



D. Interior spaces designed to remain functional during extreme outdoor conditions

99. A project's decarbonization plan and Water Metering and Reporting prerequisite both require multi-
year commitments. What does this shared structure reflect?

A. A coincidental overlap with no shared underlying logic

B. A requirement unique to only one of these two elements

C. LEED v5's broader emphasis on planning and verifying performance over time

D. A pattern found only in LEED ID+C projects

100.  Across  this  guide,  which  single  overarching  theme most  accurately  describes  the  relationship 
between Chapter 1's foundational concepts and every later domain-specific chapter?

A. Each chapter functions in complete isolation from Chapter 1

B. Systems thinking and life-cycle thinking recur across every chapter

C. Chapter 1 applies only to Energy and Atmosphere specifically

D. Chapter 1 is irrelevant once later chapters are reached

Practice Exam 11: Answer Key and Explanations

1.  A  —  USGBC  develops  and  continuously  updates  LEED's  credits  and  prerequisites  through 
committees  of  building  industry  volunteers  spanning  architecture,  engineering,  construction,  and 
academia. GBCI instead administers exams and certification review, Prometric merely delivers exam 
sessions, and the EPA is an external federal agency LEED references but does not answer to. This  
governance separation is frequently tested LEED Process material.

2. B — A score of 55 points falls within the Silver range of 50 to 59 points. Certified spans 40 to 49, 
Gold spans 60 to 79, and Platinum spans 80 to 110, so 55 points clears the Silver threshold specifically,  
the second tier of LEED's four available certification levels. Each certification tier spans a different  
point-range width.

3.  D  —  A  minimum  project  budget  threshold  is  not  one  of  LEED's  three  Minimum  Program 
Requirements; MPRs instead concern permanent location, reasonable boundaries, and project size, none 
of  which reference any financial  threshold.  Certification cost  varies  enormously by project  without  



affecting MPR eligibility screening in any way. Cost varies enormously by project regardless of MPR 
status.

4. C  — Wildfire smoke risk identified in a Climate Resilience Assessment connects most directly to 
Resilient Spaces, the credit specifically rewarding interior spaces designed to remain functional and safe 
during extreme outdoor conditions like poor air quality events. This translates a documented hazard 
finding into a concrete design response. This connects a documented hazard finding to concrete design 
response.

5. B — Ozone depletion potential measures a substance's capacity to break down stratospheric ozone,  
the concern behind the historical phase-out of CFCs and HCFCs under international agreements. This is 
a distinct environmental metric from global warming potential, which instead measures heat-trapping 
effect relative to carbon dioxide over time. These two refrigerant metrics are frequently confused on this  
exam.

6.  D  — A concise  plan tying strategies  to  concrete  triggering conditions is  generally  the strongest 
decarbonization plan approach, satisfying the prerequisite's actual documented requirements for genuine, 
sequenced planning. A vague sentence or verbal commitment fails to demonstrate the real, actionable 
structure this prerequisite requires from every project. Vague statements fail this prerequisite's actual  
documented standard.

7.  A  —  GBCI  reviews  and  approves  or  denies  a  project's  certification  application  through  its 
documentation  review  process,  separate  from  USGBC's  role  developing  the  rating  system  itself. 
Prometric only delivers professional credentialing exams, and the World Green Building Council is a  
related but distinct international organization with a different function. This distinction is frequently  
tested within the LEED Process domain.

8.  C  —  A  documented  population  of  a  locally  significant  bird  species  should  directly  inform 
construction timing and protective buffer zones around that population, translating the Preconstruction 
Site Assessment's finding into concrete, protective project action. This prevents avoidable ecological 
harm  while  still  allowing  the  project  to  proceed  responsibly.  This  prevents  avoidable  harm  while 
allowing the project to proceed.

9. B — Enhanced Refrigerant Management's Option 1 requires no further calculation for a refrigerant 
with  zero  ozone  depletion  potential  and  sufficiently  low  global  warming  potential,  qualifying  it 
automatically. Option 2, by contrast, applies to higher-GWP refrigerants and requires a detailed charge, 
leakage  rate,  and  equipment  life  calculation  instead.  This  automatic  qualification  avoids  the  more 
detailed alternative calculation.

10. D  — The Green Associate exam emphasizes broad conceptual understanding of green building 
principles, LEED processes, and credit intent rather than detailed engineering calculations specific to 
any single technical discipline. Candidates expecting an engineering-style calculation exam are working 
from an inaccurate expectation of what this credential actually tests. This is a common misconception 
about this credential's actual scope.



11.  C  — Occupant  Experience was not  newly created in LEED v3 unrelated to v4.1;  it  genuinely 
consolidates four previously separate LEED v4.1 credits, thermal comfort, daylighting, quality views, 
and  acoustic  performance,  into  one  unified  credit  under  LEED  v5.  This  reflects  a  deliberate 
consolidation, not an entirely new, unrelated invention. This consolidation reflects deliberate v5 design, 
not new invention.

12. A — A reduction from 300 tons to 210 tons is a 90-ton decrease, and 90 divided by 300 equals 0.30,  
or 30%. This meaningful load reduction, achieved through design-stage improvements alone, cascades 
directly into smaller, less costly mechanical equipment for the building's entire subsequent operating 
life. This meaningful reduction cascades into smaller mechanical equipment overall.

13.  D  — A reference baseline  is  a  standardized comparison building,  matched in  size,  shape,  and 
function, used to evaluate how a proposed design's predicted energy consumption compares in relative,  
percentage-improvement terms. This differs entirely from a fixed budget figure or the building's actual 
final as-built performance, measured through benchmarking. This standardized comparison underlies all 
relative energy modeling claims.

14. C — Conducting the Preconstruction Site Assessment before finalizing the site plan is generally the 
strongest sequence, since findings need to genuinely inform decisions while they remain flexible and 
inexpensive to change. Finalizing the design first or waiting until construction begins both defeat this 
assessment's entire protective, upstream purpose. This sequencing preserves flexibility while decisions 
remain inexpensive to change.

15. B — A one-time report with no ongoing commitment is not part of Water Metering and Reporting's 
requirements;  this  v5  prerequisite  instead  requires  monitoring  both  potable  and alternative  sources, 
separately metering alternative sources, and sharing usage data annually for a minimum of five years, a 
genuine  multi-year  commitment.  This  multi-year  commitment  reflects  v5's  ongoing  verification 
emphasis.

16. A — Diverse Uses rewards a genuine mix of residential, commercial, civic, and recreational uses 
within walking distance of a project, reducing the need to drive between every daily destination. This  
differs  from  exclusively  residential  zoning,  maximum  parking  capacity,  or  a  single  dominant 
commercial use covering an entire site. This differs clearly from single-use zoning or maximum parking 
capacity.

17. B — LEED Fellow eligibility requires a minimum of eight years holding a LEED AP with specialty 
credential in good standing before application, a firm sequential prerequisite. Five, ten, or three years all  
fall short of or misstate this specific, well-defined minimum threshold candidates must genuinely satisfy 
before applying. This firm minimum threshold must already be satisfied at application.

18. C — The Carbon Assessment is a mandatory Integrative Process prerequisite, while the Operational  
Carbon Projection and Decarbonization Plan is  a separate Energy and Atmosphere prerequisite that  
draws  on  related  emissions  data  the  Carbon  Assessment  establishes.  These  are  genuinely  distinct 
prerequisites  in  different  categories,  not  a  single  duplicated requirement.  These represent  genuinely 
distinct prerequisites in different rating categories.



19. D — Submetering allows a facilities team to pinpoint exactly which subsystem, such as irrigation or 
indoor plumbing, is responsible for a water use spike, a diagnostic resolution whole-building metering 
alone cannot achieve. This granular tracking supports targeted correction rather than only observing an 
undifferentiated combined total figure. This diagnostic resolution is unavailable through combined totals 
alone.

20. A  — Completing Option 2's calculation incorporating charge, leakage rate, and equipment life is 
generally the strongest approach for a refrigerant that does not automatically qualify under Option 1's  
simpler  threshold,  providing  a  genuine,  real  alternative  compliance  pathway  rather  than  assuming 
qualification that  does not actually apply.  This genuine alternative pathway applies when automatic 
qualification fails.

21. D — LEED AP with specialty does require a prior credential; passing the LEED Green Associate 
exam first is a firm, mandatory prerequisite. It genuinely requires this Green Associate prerequisite, is  
genuinely available in multiple specialty tracks, and genuinely requires passing a separate specialty-
specific exam afterward. Each of these three statements accurately describes this credential.

22. A  — Grid-interactive describes a building actively communicating and coordinating its operation 
with utility grid conditions, participating in demand response programs and shifting flexible loads based 
on real-time grid signals. This is distinct from a building relying exclusively on on-site generation or  
being entirely disconnected from the grid. This differs from relying solely on on-site generation alone.

23.  B  —  Module  D  within  Whole-Building  Life-Cycle  Assessment  reports  benefits  and  impacts 
extending  beyond  a  building's  immediate  system boundary,  such  as  reuse,  recovery,  and  recycling 
potential at end-of-life, reported separately from the core life-cycle stages. This extends the framework's  
scope beyond the building's own operational boundary. This extends the framework's scope beyond the 
operational boundary.

24. C — A 45% reduction in proposed-case VMT relative to baseline-case VMT directly demonstrates 
the  project's  real  transportation  impact  reduction,  the  specific  outcome  Transportation  Demand 
Management documentation requires. This figure has no bearing on certification level, site acreage, or  
thermal load, governed by entirely separate credits. This figure has no bearing on unrelated credits like 
acreage.

25. D  — Cost minimization is not one of LEED v5's three sharpened impact areas; those three are 
decarbonization, quality of life, and ecological conservation and restoration. Cost considerations remain 
relevant  to  project  decision-making  generally  but  do  not  form  one  of  this  specific  organizing 
framework's three named impact areas. Cost considerations remain relevant but fall outside this specific 
framework.

26. B — A brownfield site with authority-mandated remediation requirements is generally the strongest 
Equitable  Development  choice,  since  selecting  this  site  turns  the  LEED  project  into  the  vehicle 
addressing genuine environmental contamination through the brownfield remediation pathway, unlike 
an uncontaminated site offering no comparable redevelopment benefit. This turns the project into the 
vehicle addressing real contamination.



27. A  — The Basis of Design must document the design team's technical approach to meeting the 
Owner's Project Requirements, specifying the systems, strategies, and assumptions chosen to satisfy the 
owner's stated goals. This differs from a financial audit, a replacement for the OPR, or the contractor's  
construction schedule. This differs from a financial audit or construction schedule entirely.

28. C  — Hydrozoning describes grouping plants by similar water needs within a landscape design, 
ensuring no single plant receives more irrigation than it actually requires simply because it shares a zone  
with a thirstier neighbor. This is a landscaping strategy specifically, unrelated to chemical treatment or  
refrigerant classification systems. This landscaping concept is unrelated to chemical treatment processes.

29.  B  —  Fundamental  Commissioning  requires,  at  minimum,  reviewing  the  Owner's  Project 
Requirements and Basis of Design alongside verifying installation of energy-related systems. The EPD 
and HPD, Carbon and Human Impact Assessments, and REC and carbon offset pairs are all unrelated 
document  pairs  governed  by  entirely  separate  requirements.  These  unrelated  document  pairs  are 
governed by separate requirements.

30. A  — A power purchase agreement is a long-term contractual commitment to purchase electricity 
from a specific off-site renewable facility, often financing that facility's development directly through 
the agreement itself.  This differs from a one-time payment,  a government subsidy, or a mechanical 
equipment warranty, none of which describe a PPA. This financing structure distinguishes a PPA from 
simpler agreements.

31.  C  —  Continuous  monitoring  can  earn  the  full  10  points  available  under  Indoor  Air  Quality 
Performance,  the  largest  single  point  pool  within  Indoor  Environmental  Quality.  One-time  testing, 
annual  walkthroughs,  and  manufacturer  self-certification  all  cap  at  meaningfully  lower  point  totals 
reflecting their weaker, less continuous verification standard. This reflects a weaker, less continuous 
verification standard overall.

32. D — Minimum Energy Efficiency is genuinely a mandatory prerequisite, not an optional credit; it 
earns  zero  points  directly  and  currently  references  ASHRAE  90.1-2019,  with  a  scheduled  future 
transition to the newer 90.1-2022 edition. Calling it optional misstates its firm, required status within the  
rating system's structure. Calling this an optional credit misstates its firm required status.

33. C — Condensate from cooling equipment is generally the best source to prioritize first, since LEED 
explicitly directs project teams to favor alternative sources requiring the least treatment before reaching 
for  more  treatment-intensive  options.  Raw  stream  water,  untreated  groundwater,  and  geothermal 
discharge are all explicitly ineligible sources. These other sources remain explicitly ineligible under this 
framework.

34. B  — The triple bottom line evaluates social equity, environmental health, and economic viability 
together as three equally weighted dimensions, rather than optimizing for financial performance alone. 
This framework was coined by sustainability consultant John Elkington and is sometimes informally 
called the '3 Ps' in sustainability literature. This framework is sometimes informally called the '3 Ps.'



35. A — Timing a renewable energy PPA to begin once benchmarking data establishes the building's 
actual load profile reflects sequencing tied to a genuine triggering condition rather than an arbitrary date. 
This is precisely the planning principle distinguishing a real, phased decarbonization roadmap from a 
vague aspirational statement. This distinguishes a real, phased roadmap from vague aspiration.

36. D — A guarantee of zero vehicle trips is not a documented Transportation Demand Management  
requirement;  the  credit  instead  requires  estimating  baseline-case  VMT,  proposed-case  VMT,  and 
associated transportation emissions to demonstrate real reduction. No LEED credit requires or expects 
total  vehicle  trip  elimination  as  an  achievable  standard.  No LEED credit  expects  total  vehicle  trip 
elimination as achievable.

37.  C  — Operational  carbon  accumulates  continuously  over  a  building's  years  of  operation,  from 
ongoing  energy  used  for  heating,  cooling,  lighting,  and  equipment  throughout  the  building's  entire 
occupied life. This is distinct from embodied carbon, which is largely released once, entirely before 
occupancy, during material production and construction. This carbon type accumulates over decades 
rather than releasing once.

38. A  — Enhanced Commissioning extending into monitoring-based commissioning is generally the 
strongest pathway for long-term operational verification, since it continues performance verification into 
a building's actual early operation rather than stopping at design-phase or handoff verification alone,  
directly closing the design-to-operation gap other approaches leave open. This directly closes the gap 
other approaches leave open.

39. B — Unlimited extensions are not permitted; a candidate unable to test within the standard 12-month 
Eligibility ID window may request only a single available extension. The EID is genuinely issued after  
registration  payment  and  is  genuinely  valid  for  12  months,  making  those  two  statements  accurate 
descriptions. Both remaining statements accurately describe genuine EID features.

40. D  — Embodied carbon hotspot materials are identified through GWP calculations for structure, 
enclosure, and hardscape materials, providing the quantified data needed to determine which specific 
materials genuinely contribute most to total embodied carbon. Refrigerant, daylighting, and stormwater 
calculations  address  entirely  unrelated  building  systems  and  concerns.  Refrigerant  and  daylighting 
calculations address entirely unrelated systems.

41. D — A leverage point is a place within a system where a relatively small, well-targeted intervention 
produces a disproportionately large improvement in overall performance, such as building orientation 
decided early in design at essentially no added cost. This concept has no connection to inspections or 
financial disclosure requirements. This concept has no connection to unrelated financial disclosures.

42. A — The project team should promptly address and resolve the specific documentation questions 
raised in GBCI's clarification requests, keeping the certification process moving toward a final decision. 
Ignoring the requests, withdrawing the application, or submitting unrelated documentation all fail to 
actually resolve GBCI's genuine review question. This keeps the certification process moving toward a 
final decision.



43. C — Only one strategy being documented per project is false; on-site and off-site renewable energy 
can genuinely be pursued together toward the same credit target, since these are complementary rather 
than mutually exclusive pathways. Combining both often lets a project offset a larger percentage of its 
total energy use. Combining both strategies often offsets a larger total percentage.

44. B  — Benchmarking specifically refers to tracking a building's actual measured energy or water 
performance over time, commonly through tools like ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager,  verifying 
whether design-phase predictions are actually being met in practice. This differs from a one-time design-
phase calculation performed before construction ever begins. This differs from a one-time calculation 
performed before construction.

45. C — A reduction from 5,000 to 3,500 gallons per day is a 1,500-gallon decrease, and 1,500 divided 
by 5,000 equals 0.30, or 30%. This percentage is what appears in credit documentation, reflecting the 
consistent percentage-below-baseline metric LEED uses across Water Efficiency regardless of building 
size. This consistent percentage metric applies regardless of building size.

46. D — A guarantee of Gold certification is not part of the Equitable Development credit's priority sites 
option;  this  option  instead  consists  specifically  of  brownfield  remediation  and  historic  location 
pathways, each rewarding a distinct type of beneficial site selection. Neither pathway alone or combined 
guarantees any specific certification level. Neither pathway alone guarantees any specific certification 
level outcome.

47. A — A Green Lease specifically addresses aligning landlord and tenant financial incentives around 
energy and water  performance,  addressing the common real-world problem where a landlord funds 
upgrades but the tenant alone captures resulting savings. This credit extends Core and Shell Integrative 
Process points forward to future tenants. This credit extends integrative points forward to future tenants.

48. B — Access to Transit point thresholds are based on actual weekday and weekend transit service 
frequency at nearby stops, not merely physical distance from a stop regardless of how often service 
actually runs. A stop served infrequently provides materially less real transportation value than one with 
frequent all-day service. A stop served infrequently provides materially less real value.

49.  B  — Systematically  calculating  GWP for  major  material  categories  is  generally  the  strongest  
approach  for  identifying  hotspot  materials,  since  this  quantified  inventory  provides  the  actual  data 
needed to determine which specific materials genuinely contribute most to total embodied carbon, rather 
than relying on unsupported assumptions or  claims.  This  quantified inventory replaces  unsupported 
assumptions with real data.

50. C  — A Type III EPD specifically requires independent third-party verification of the underlying 
life-cycle assessment,  distinguishing it  from a manufacturer's  unverified self-declared environmental 
claim regardless of how detailed that claim appears. No specific page length or single named certifying  
body  defines  this  particular  EPD  classification.  No  page  length  or  single  approver  defines  this 
classification.



51. D  — The Preconstruction Site Assessment and Minimized Site Disturbance prerequisite together 
establish a documented baseline every subsequent Sustainable Sites credit builds upon, since habitat,  
open space, and rainwater strategies all depend on the site conditions this upfront assessment identifies.  
This  foundational  relationship  connects  the  prerequisite  to  every  later  credit.  This  foundational 
relationship connects the prerequisite to every later credit.

52. A  — Systems thinking is the practice of understanding a building, or any complex system, as a 
network  of  interconnected  parts  rather  than  a  collection  of  independent  components  analyzed  in 
isolation. This interconnected view recognizes that a decision made in one area ripples into every other  
area of a building. This ripple effect is central to genuine integrative design.

53. B — No Irrigation Required through native, drought-tolerant landscaping is generally the strongest 
pathway in a climate that genuinely supports it, since this approach eliminates irrigation demand entirely 
rather than merely reducing it through Reduced Irrigation's more modest efficiency improvements, the 
more ambitious available Outdoor Water Use Reduction strategy. This is the more ambitious available 
Outdoor Water Use pathway.

54. C  — LEED Fellow is not earned automatically after passing a written exam; it is instead earned 
through peer nomination and a rigorous portfolio review evaluating sustained impact, fundamentally 
different from Green Associate and AP with specialty, both earned by passing a standardized written 
exam candidates must pass. This fundamentally distinguishes Fellow from the other two tiers.

55. A — Arc is specifically the platform for LEED v5 project registration and certification submission, 
replacing LEED Online for v5 projects while legacy v4 and v4.1 projects continue using LEED Online 
instead. Arc has not been discontinued; it is the current, actively used registration platform for current-
version projects. This current platform actively serves projects pursuing this version.

56. D — Enhanced Commissioning adds earlier authority engagement during design and verification of 
a  broader  range  of  building  systems  beyond  Fundamental  Commissioning's  baseline  requirements, 
potentially extending into monitoring-based commissioning during operation. This genuinely additional 
scope, not mere duplication, is what distinguishes the optional credit from the mandatory prerequisite.  
This genuinely additional scope distinguishes the credit from the prerequisite.

57. C — A carbon offset is a tradable credit representing one metric ton of CO2-equivalent emissions 
avoided  or  reduced  elsewhere,  applicable  to  a  broad  range  of  emission  sources  including  direct 
combustion, refrigerant leaks, and transportation. This differs entirely from a physical carbon capture 
device or a registration fee discount. This differs entirely from a physical device or fee discount.

58. A  — Prioritizing heavily weighted domains like LEED Process and Energy and Atmosphere is 
generally  the  strongest  exam  preparation  strategy  given  limited  study  time,  since  these  domains 
contribute proportionally more questions to the actual exam. Studying only personally interesting topics 
risks inefficient allocation of genuinely limited study time available. Studying only interesting topics 
risks inefficient time allocation.



59. B — Bird-Friendly Glass refers specifically to glazing designed to reduce bird collision risk, added 
as a new LEED v5 compliance option under Biodiverse Habitat, replacing the older financial-support 
pathway that previously allowed off-site conservation payments. This reflects a broader v5 shift toward 
tangible, on-site ecological improvements. This reflects a broader v5 shift toward on-site strategies.

60. D — A Sustainable Purchasing Policy extends environmental consideration into ongoing operational 
procurement across the building's full life, well beyond the one-time decisions made during design and 
construction alone. This addresses consumables, cleaning products, furniture, and equipment purchased 
continuously  throughout  a  building's  decades-long  operating  life.  This  addresses  purchases  made 
continuously throughout operation, not once.

61. C — Claiming only on-site generation is ever recognized is false; both on-site and off-site renewable 
energy  procurement  can  earn  points  under  this  credit,  with  on-site  generation  generally  carrying 
somewhat  more  certification  weight  than  an  equivalent  amount  of  off-site  procurement,  reflecting 
LEED's preference for direct, verifiable strategies. This reflects LEED's preference for direct, verifiable 
strategies.

62. A — Monitoring-based commissioning refers to commissioning activities that continue performance 
verification into a building's early operational period after occupancy begins, extending beyond a one-
time,  pre-construction  or  handoff-only  inspection.  This  advanced  pathway  within  Enhanced 
Commissioning reinforces the same design-to-operation feedback loop found across other LEED v5 
categories. This reinforces the same design-to-operation feedback loop elsewhere.

63. D — Incorporating construction-phase noise and air quality commitments into planning is generally 
the strongest approach near a school, translating the Human Impact Assessment's community findings 
into concrete, protective project decisions. Ignoring proximity, delaying the assessment, or delegating it 
without  local  knowledge  all  overlook  this  assessment's  purpose.  This  overlooks  the  assessment's 
genuine, intended community-shaping purpose.

64. B — The Water Metering credit rewards more granular submetering of distinct subsystems beyond 
the baseline the Water Metering and Reporting prerequisite establishes, letting a project earn additional  
recognition for tracking irrigation, indoor plumbing, and reclaimed water separately. This prerequisite-
credit pairing mirrors the same pattern found across other categories. This pairing mirrors the same 
pattern found across other categories.

65. B — The Climate Resilience Assessment prerequisite requires addressing a minimum of two of the 
twelve defined hazard categories through documented design strategies. This represents a genuine floor 
rather than a comprehensive requirement to address every possible category, a frequently tested specific 
numeric  detail  worth  memorizing  precisely.  This  numeric  floor  is  worth  committing  to  memory 
precisely.

66. D — A negative feedback loop counteracts change, working to stabilize or restore a system toward 
equilibrium, such as a thermostat activating cooling when temperature rises and shutting off once the 
setpoint  is  reached.  This  is  distinct  from  a  positive  feedback  loop,  which  instead  amplifies  and 
accelerates the original change. This is distinct from a positive feedback loop's amplifying effect.



67. A — EPD Analysis (Option 2) is generally the strongest pathway for a team with limited in-house 
life-cycle  assessment  expertise,  offering  a  more  accessible,  prescriptive  alternative  rewarding 
procurement  of  verified  low-carbon  products  without  requiring  a  full  Whole-Building  Life-Cycle 
Assessment their capacity genuinely cannot support at this project stage. This pathway keeps embodied 
carbon reduction genuinely accessible.

68. C — Missing CE hours does not permanently and irreversibly revoke a credential; it instead results 
in an administrative lapse to inactive status, correctable simply by completing the outstanding required 
hours. The Credential Maintenance Program genuinely requires ongoing CE hours across a genuinely 
recurring two-year reporting cycle throughout a career. This credential genuinely requires ongoing hours 
across a real cycle.

69. B  — Compact and Connected Development is a consolidated LEED v5 credit rewarding density,  
transit access, and walkability through multiple distinct qualifying pathways, replacing what LEED v4 
addressed as separate Surrounding Density,  Diverse Uses,  and Access to Quality Transit  credits.  A 
project  can qualify through one or more pathways.  A project  can qualify through any one or more 
pathways.

70. A — Clearly documenting the owner's goals, budget, and sustainability objectives is generally the 
strongest approach for an Owner's Project Requirements, since this document exists specifically to give 
the whole project team a concrete reference to design toward. Vague goals undermine the integrative 
process's  foundational  documentation  chain  entirely.  This  undermines  the  integrative  process's 
foundational documentation chain.

71. D — Sustainable purchasing is not one of LEED v5's four core Energy and Atmosphere strategies; 
those  four  are  electrification,  reduced  peak  thermal  loads,  energy  efficiency,  and  grid-responsive 
behavior. Sustainable purchasing instead belongs to the Materials and Resources category, addressing an 
entirely different resource and credit  category. This belongs instead to an entirely separate resource 
category.

72. C — Life-cycle cost analysis totals a building's costs across its full useful life, including energy and 
water bills, maintenance, repairs, and eventual system replacement, then compares design alternatives on 
that  fuller  basis.  This  differs  meaningfully  from first  cost,  which  captures  only  the  upfront  capital  
expense of construction alone. This differs meaningfully from first cost captured alone.

73. B — The design analysis step must be completed before the subsequent site energy prediction step 
within the Operational Carbon Projection prerequisite's four-step sequence, since site energy prediction 
builds directly on the load-reduction and efficiency opportunities design analysis identifies earlier in the 
same required process sequence. This step feeds directly into the subsequent required prerequisite steps.

74. C — Fundamental Refrigerant Management does not permit unlimited use of any refrigerant without 
restriction; it specifically restricts high-GWP refrigerants, requiring either no refrigerant use or low-
GWP refrigerants  paired  with  adequate  leak  detection.  This  prerequisite  genuinely  connects  to  the 
Carbon Assessment's broader 25-year emissions accounting requirement. This connects to the Carbon 
Assessment's broader emissions accounting.



75. D  — Exemplary performance refers to an additional point available for significantly exceeding a 
credit's stated threshold rather than merely meeting it, available only where a rating system specifically  
designates this option for a given credit. This is not a penalty, nor a mandatory minimum every project 
must achieve. This is not a penalty or a mandatory minimum requirement.

76. A — Calibrating shielded fixtures to genuine functional and safety need is generally the strongest 
approach balancing safety and Light Pollution Reduction, since this strategy limits trespass and uplight  
while still meeting real occupant safety requirements. Maximizing output or eliminating lighting entirely  
both fail to properly balance these considerations. Maximizing output or eliminating lighting both fail  
this balance.

77. A  — A reporting period under the Credential Maintenance Program refers to the fixed two-year 
cycle  during  which  a  credential  holder  must  earn  and  report  required  continuing  education  hours,  
running from the date a credential was originally earned or most recently renewed. This is not a one-
time or indefinite timeframe. This is not a one-time or indefinite open-ended timeframe.

78.  B  —  Preconstruction  Site  Assessment  findings  inform  where  and  how  a  project's  Rainwater 
Management strategy is sited and designed, connecting the site assessment prerequisite to the credit's  
practical  implementation  rather  than  the  two  representing  entirely  unrelated  requirements  with  no 
bearing on each other's documentation or design outcome. This connects site assessment findings to  
practical credit implementation.

79. D  — LEED v5 Platinum certification does not permit  unrestricted,  unlimited on-site fossil  fuel 
combustion;  it  instead  expects  near-total  elimination  of  such  combustion  alongside  industry-best-
practice energy efficiency and meaningful renewable energy use. This makes unrestricted combustion 
directly contrary to Platinum's core electrification and decarbonization expectations.  This is  directly 
contrary to core Platinum expectations overall.

80. C  — Domain weighting refers to the proportion of exam questions drawn from each knowledge 
domain,  reflecting  each  domain's  relative  share  of  the  actual  GBCI  exam  content,  and  should 
meaningfully  inform  how  study  time  is  allocated  across  topics  during  exam  preparation.  Heavily 
weighted  domains  deserve  proportionally  more  study  attention.  Heavily  weighted  domains  deserve 
proportionally more study time allocated.

81. B — Documenting both pathways where the site genuinely supports each is generally the strongest 
strategy  when  both  Access  to  Transit  and  Walkable  Location  conditions  are  present,  since  these 
pathways evaluate genuinely different qualities that can both exist simultaneously on a well-located site,  
maximizing legitimately earned credit recognition. This maximizes legitimately earned credit rather than 
choosing only one.

82. D — A Health Product Declaration discloses a product's chemical ingredient content and associated 
health hazard information, letting project teams avoid materials containing substances of concern. This 
is distinct from an EPD, which instead discloses a product's environmental life-cycle impacts, not its 
underlying chemical  makeup or  composition.  This  is  distinct  from a  product's  underlying chemical 
composition.



83. A — A total score of exactly 40 points sits at the lower edge of the Certified range, which spans 40 
to 49 points, the entry-level LEED certification tier. Forty points is the minimum threshold needed to 
achieve any certification at all under the current rating system's point structure and requirements. This is  
the minimum threshold needed to achieve any certification.

84. C  — Connecting with Nature rewards biophilic design strategies incorporating natural elements, 
patterns, and processes into interior spaces, based on documented human responses to nature contact, 
such  as  living  green  walls,  natural  materials,  and  views  combining  shelter  with  prospect.  This  is  
unrelated to ventilation compliance or seismic bracing requirements.  This is unrelated to ventilation 
compliance or seismic requirements.

85. A — Combining available on-site generation with an off-site power purchase agreement is generally 
the best strategy on a space-constrained site, since off-site procurement removes the physical ceiling 
limited roof area imposes, letting the project still meaningfully offset a larger percentage of its total  
energy use overall. This lets the project meaningfully offset a larger total percentage.

86.  C  —  A  guarantee  against  all  twelve  possible  hazard  categories  is  not  required;  the  Climate 
Resilience  Assessment  prerequisite  instead  requires  addressing  a  minimum  of  only  two  of  twelve 
defined hazard categories through documented design strategies. This is a floor, not a comprehensive 
guarantee covering every conceivable hazard type. This is a floor, not a comprehensive guarantee of 
coverage.

87.  B  — Enhanced Building Accessibility  specifically  rewards  design that  exceeds  minimum legal 
accessibility  requirements  toward interiors  genuinely  comfortable  and usable  across  a  full  range of 
physical abilities, rather than merely restating baseline code compliance already legally mandated. This 
credit remains an active, current LEED v5 requirement. This credit remains an active, current LEED v5 
requirement.

88. D — Together, embodied carbon and operational carbon strategies address a project's total carbon 
footprint across both construction and operation, since embodied carbon captures upfront manufacturing 
emissions while operational carbon captures decades of subsequent energy use. Neither strategy alone 
captures the complete carbon picture on its own. Neither strategy alone captures this complete carbon 
picture.

89. C — The Diverse Uses pathway requires the genuine mix of uses actually present within walking 
distance of  the project,  since this  credit  rewards real,  existing land-use variety rather  than a  stated  
intention  or  a  project's  own  internal  program  alone,  independent  of  its  surrounding  neighborhood 
context and conditions. This differs from a stated intention with no verified basis.

90.  A  —  Conducting  the  Preconstruction  Site  Assessment  regardless  of  a  site's  apparent  visible 
condition is generally the strongest approach, since undocumented sensitive features can exist even on 
land that appears superficially undeveloped. Skipping the assessment or relying on satellite imagery 
alone  risks  missing  genuine,  ground-level  ecological  conditions.  Field-based  investigation  remains 
necessary regardless of visible appearance.



91. D — Final GBCI certification approval is not one of the four required Operational Carbon Projection 
steps;  those  steps  are  design  analysis,  site  energy prediction,  carbon projection,  and a  documented 
decarbonization plan or Electrification credit points, all occurring well before any formal certification 
decision is ever rendered. These four genuine steps all precede any certification decision.

92.  B  —  Access  to  Transit  rewards  proximity  to  transit  calibrated  to  actual  service  frequency 
specifically, unlike Walkable Location, which instead rewards proximity to daily needs like groceries 
and pharmacies  independent  of  transit  frequency.  These two Location and Transportation pathways 
evaluate genuinely different, complementary site qualities from each other. These evaluate genuinely 
different, complementary site qualities from each other.

93. C  — Timing a refrigerant upgrade to coincide with the equipment's natural replacement year is 
generally  the  strongest  approach,  avoiding  the  waste  and  expense  of  discarding  still-functional 
equipment prematurely while still ensuring meaningful, planned progress toward the roadmap's long-
term emissions goals within a genuinely sequenced strategy. This avoids wasteful early replacement of  
still-functional equipment.

94. D — Sensitive Land Protection discourages development on floodplains, wetlands, prime farmland, 
and habitat for threatened or endangered species, connecting directly to the ecological conservation and 
restoration impact area. Previously developed parcels, transit-adjacent land, and historic districts are not 
the  specific  land  types  this  criteria  targets.  This  criteria  targets  specific  land  types,  not  general  
categories.

95.  B  —  The  LEED  AP  point  within  Project  Priorities  specifically  requires  a  LEED  Accredited 
Professional holding the specialty appropriate to the project serving as a principal participant on the 
team.  General  USGBC  membership,  a  LEED  Fellow  serving  only  as  project  manager,  or  basic 
familiarity do not satisfy this specific requirement. This specific requirement is not satisfied by general 
familiarity alone.

96. A — Biophilic design refers to incorporating natural elements, patterns, and processes into the built 
environment,  based on documented human tendencies  to  respond positively  to  contact  with  nature, 
whether  through  direct  plantings,  natural  materials,  or  spatial  configurations.  This  concept  has  no 
connection to seismic design or refrigerant criteria. This concept has no connection to seismic design 
specifically.

97. A — Reviewing why the correct answer was correct and why distractors were wrong is generally the 
strongest practice exam review strategy, sharpening the judgment the real exam's best-answer format 
specifically rewards. Ignoring missed questions or memorizing letters without understanding both leave 
genuine learning opportunities unaddressed and unused. This sharpens judgment the exam's best-answer 
format specifically rewards.

98. D  — Resilient Spaces rewards interior spaces specifically designed to remain functional and safe 
during extreme outdoor conditions like extreme heat, poor air quality from wildfire smoke, or extended 
power  disruption,  connecting  directly  to  the  Climate  Resilience  Assessment's  documented  hazard 



findings. This is a new LEED v5 IEQ credit. This is a new credit addressing human-centered interior 
resilience.

99.  C  — Both  the  decarbonization  plan's  25-year  horizon  and  the  Water  Metering  and  Reporting 
prerequisite's five-year data-sharing commitment reflect LEED v5's broader emphasis on planning and 
verifying performance over time, not merely at a single design-phase moment. This shared multi-year 
structure runs consistently across multiple credit categories. This shared multi-year structure runs across 
multiple credit categories.

100. B — Systems thinking and life-cycle thinking recur across every domain-specific chapter in this 
guide,  rather  than  each  chapter  functioning  in  complete  isolation  from  Chapter  1's  foundational 
concepts.  This  recurring  thread  is  precisely  why  understanding  Chapter  1  deeply  makes  every 
subsequent  domain-specific  chapter  easier  to  absorb  and  connect  together.  This  recurring  thread 
connects the entire guide together conceptually.
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