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PRACTICE EXAM 9: NPCP 

COMPREHENSIVE SIMULATION 
 

125 Questions | 3 Hours | Passing Score: 80% 

 

Instructions: Choose the single BEST answer for each question. You have 3 hours to complete all 

125 questions. Mark only one answer per question. 

 

 

1. During the Mat Teaser, when the client lifts both legs and the trunk simultaneously from supine toward 

a V-balance position, the abdominal muscles are working: 

 

A. Eccentrically, lengthening under tension to control the ascent against gravity 

B. Concentrically, shortening to produce the spinal and hip flexion of the lift 

C. Isometrically to stabilize the spine while the hip flexors produce all the movement 

D. Reciprocally inhibited by the erector spinae contracting to support the lift 

 

2. The nucleus pulposus of the intervertebral disc is composed primarily of: 

 

A. Dense concentric collagen fibers arranged in alternating oblique orientations 

B. Hyaline cartilage continuous with the vertebral end plates on both surfaces 

C. A gel-like matrix of water, proteoglycans, and type II collagen 

D. Smooth muscle fibers that respond to spinal load by shortening concentrically 

 

3. A new client in his first session cannot maintain neutral pelvis during any supine leg work and 

persistently imprints regardless of cueing. The most appropriate first-session priority is to: 
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A. Work entirely within the client's available range, introducing supported breathing and pelvic awareness 

before any loaded leg work 

B. Apply manual correction to the pelvis during every repetition to establish the neutral pattern 

immediately 

C. Assign the full Mat Hundred at standard leg extension since repetitions will build the capacity faster 

D. Refer the client to a physical therapist for pelvic floor and lumbar assessment before resuming sessions 

 

4. During the Reformer Elephant exercise, the client stands on the carriage with heels at the shoulder rests, 

hands on the footbar, and hips in a pike position, pressing the carriage back. The primary training value 

of this exercise is: 

 

A. Building upper-body pressing strength through increased loading of the shoulder girdle at the footbar 

B. Training cardiovascular endurance through sustained aerobic effort in the hip-hinge position 

C. Developing hamstring flexibility through prolonged passive lengthening in a spring-loaded position 

D. Developing hip hinge mobility and active hamstring lengthening through controlled movement 

 

5. A Pilates teacher receives a voicemail from an attorney requesting information about a client involved 

in a personal injury lawsuit. The most appropriate professional response is to: 

 

A. Return the call and provide a verbal summary of the client's sessions since the request is a legal matter 

B. Consult the studio's legal counsel and obtain the client's written consent before releasing any 

information 

C. Forward all session notes to the attorney immediately since the request comes from a licensed legal 

professional 

D. Decline to respond under any circumstances since legal matters fall entirely outside the teacher's scope 

 

6. During the Mat Swan Prep (prone back extension with hands under shoulders), the agonist muscles 

producing the spinal extension are predominantly the: 

 

A. Erector spinae group with assistance from the multifidus 

B. Rectus abdominis working eccentrically to control the extension against gravity 
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C. Gluteus maximus and hamstrings controlling the descent through eccentric work 

D. Pectoralis major and anterior deltoid supporting the upper-body position at the floor 

 

7. A teacher observing a client during the Reformer Footwork in parallel-toes position notes that the 

client's kneecaps track toward the second toe throughout both the press and return. The most accurate 

observation is: 

 

A. Mild knee valgus collapse that should be corrected through hip external rotation cueing 

B. Effective engagement of the hip abductors producing a slight outward tracking pattern 

C. Loss of neutral pelvic position associated with hip flexor tightness pulling the knee inward 

D. Proper patellar tracking in alignment with the second toe, consistent with optimal lower-extremity 

mechanics 

 

8. When using the Cadillac's arm springs in a standing exercise, the resistance encountered by the client 

increases as the client: 

 

A. Steps toward the apparatus, shortening the spring and compressing its resistance 

B. Steps away from the apparatus in the opposite direction of the spring's pull 

C. Moves the arm or body away from the spring's anchor point, stretching the spring further 

D. Deepens the breath, increasing intra-abdominal pressure against the spring tension 

 

9. A client asks her Pilates teacher to write a letter of support for her disability insurance claim, stating 

that Pilates has been medically necessary for her condition. The most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Explain that writing medical necessity letters is outside the Pilates teacher's scope of practice, and 

direct the client to her physician or physical therapist 

B. Write the letter based on observable functional improvement documented in the client's session notes 

C. Write the letter but include a disclaimer stating it does not constitute a formal medical opinion 

D. Refer the client to the studio owner, who can write the letter as a business representative 
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10. During the Mat Single Leg Circle, the lumbar spine should remain: 

 

A. Slightly flexed into imprint to maintain maximum abdominal engagement throughout the full circle 

B. Stabilized in neutral while the hip moves through its available range of motion 

C. Gently extended into a small arch to permit full hip flexion through the top arc of the circle 

D. Rotating with the hip as the leg crosses the midline to allow the full range of the circle 

 

11. A teacher observing a client perform the Mat Criss-Cross notes that the shoulder blades lift completely 

off the mat on each rotation rather than maintaining a consistent chest-lift height. The most accurate 

observation is: 

 

A. Effective oblique use through increased amplitude of thoracic rotation 

B. Optimal loading of the trunk rotators as the shoulders rise into each rotation 

C. Loss of stable chest-lift base, with the shoulders bouncing rather than rotating from a controlled 

foundation 

D. Normal pattern for a client with flexible thoracic spine and well-developed oblique strength 

 

12. A client approaching the end of a 10-session package asks whether he is "ready for intermediate work." 

The teacher's most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Confirm readiness automatically since completing 10 sessions is the standard benchmark for 

advancement 

B. Promote additional foundational sessions by suggesting he needs more practice regardless of current 

form quality 

C. Move to intermediate exercises immediately to maintain the client's motivation and engagement 

D. Assess his current execution against objective criteria for intermediate readiness and explain the 

findings clearly 

 

13. The breath pattern most commonly used during the Mat Roll Over is: 

 

A. Inhale to prepare; exhale to swing the legs overhead; hold at the top; exhale to return 
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B. Inhale as the legs swing overhead; exhale to open and lower the legs; inhale to close; exhale to roll 

down 

C. Continuous breath throughout all phases without specific coordination to the movement 

D. Hold the breath during the inversion phase to stabilize the deep abdominal canister overhead 

 

14. A client has mastered the foundational version of the Mat Side Kick series. The teacher who considers 

progression most appropriately advances the client when: 

 

A. The client maintains pelvic stacking, working-leg height, and foot position throughout the full range 

without compensation 

B. The client has completed the foundational version for a minimum of 12 sessions regardless of form 

quality 

C. The client's leg reaches the highest possible point, even if pelvic stacking is temporarily sacrificed 

D. The client verbally reports feeling ready and requests the more challenging version of the series 

 

15. During the Mat Double Leg Kick (prone), the breath pattern most commonly involves: 

 

A. Inhaling during both the kick and the extension phases to maximize thoracic opening throughout 

B. Holding the breath during the kicks and releasing fully during the trunk extension phase 

C. Exhaling during the leg kicks; inhaling during the trunk extension and arm reach phase 

D. Continuous breath throughout without specific coordination to any movement phase 

 

16. A certified Pilates teacher who also holds a massage therapy license most appropriately: 

 

A. Integrates massage and Pilates techniques freely within sessions since she holds both credentials 

B. Keeps the two professional roles clearly separate, using massage only in designated massage sessions 

and Pilates only in Pilates sessions 

C. Charges a combined rate and alternates between both disciplines within every client session 

D. Applies massage to address complaints that arise during Pilates sessions since she is clinically qualified 

to do so 
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17. The function of the multifidus in spinal stabilization is best described as: 

 

A. Producing sagittal flexion of the lumbar spine against resistance during loaded Mat exercises 

B. Controlling lateral bending through eccentric lengthening on the side opposite the bend 

C. Generating rotational torque through concentric shortening on the same side as rotation 

D. Providing segmental stabilization of individual spinal levels through co-contraction with the transverse 

abdominis 

 

18. A teacher working with a client who has a strong kinesthetic learning preference most effectively 

delivers cues by: 

 

A. Using proprioceptive feedback, brief purposeful tactile contact, and movement-sensation language 

B. Providing detailed anatomical descriptions and written handouts for the client to review between 

sessions 

C. Using repeated visual demonstrations before the client attempts any portion of the exercise 

D. Providing extended verbal explanations of the biomechanical rationale for each exercise performed 

 

19. A teacher observing a client during the Reformer Short Box Round Back exercise notes that the client's 

chin juts forward and the cervical spine extends as the trunk curls back. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Effective lengthening of the anterior cervical muscles during the round-back position 

B. Optimal coordination of cervical and thoracic flexion during the curl 

C. Loss of cervical alignment with chin-forward extension occurring as the trunk curls back 

D. Normal compensatory pattern for a client with an established forward head posture 

 

20. A client discloses during a session that she is currently undergoing chemotherapy for breast cancer 

and that her oncologist has cleared her for light exercise. The most appropriate professional response is 

to: 

 

A. Discharge the client from Pilates entirely until chemotherapy is complete since the systemic risk is too 

high 
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B. Continue the session without modification since the oncologist's clearance is sufficient authorization 

C. Provide research articles about exercise during chemotherapy for the client to review with her 

oncologist 

D. Coordinate with the oncology team, design the session within the cleared parameters, monitor energy 

and response closely, and document findings carefully 

 

21. During the Reformer Overhead exercise (legs extending overhead while supine in straps), the eccentric 

demand is highest during the controlled return on which muscle group? 

 

A. Hip flexors and abdominals, which lengthen under tension to control the legs returning toward 

horizontal 

B. Hamstrings, which concentrate eccentric force to brake the legs during the controlled descent 

C. Erector spinae, which lengthen under tension as the lumbar spine returns from extension 

D. Gluteus maximus, which produces eccentric control of hip flexion throughout the descent 

 

22. In a lateral postural observation, a client's ear aligns clearly in front of the shoulder, the shoulder sits 

in front of the hip, and the hip sits in front of the ankle. This pattern most accurately describes: 

 

A. Optimal plumb-line alignment with a minor anterior translation of the center of mass 

B. Anterior translation of the upper body with a forward-leaning postural pattern 

C. Posterior pelvic tilt with compensatory thoracic flexion shifting weight forward 

D. Normal variation in standing posture that requires no observation documentation 

 

23. A teacher working with a client who consistently over-grips the Reformer handles during strap work 

most appropriately cues: 

 

A. "Squeeze the straps tightly throughout so the arms maintain contact with the straps" 

B. "Wrap the straps an additional loop around the hand to stabilize the grip during movement" 

C. "Lock your elbows to transfer the load to the larger shoulder muscles and reduce hand fatigue" 

D. "Hold the straps as lightly as possible, imagining the weight is carried by the shoulder blades rather 

than the fingers" 
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24. The internal oblique muscle, when contracting unilaterally on the right side with the pelvis stabilized, 

produces: 

 

A. Left lateral bending and right rotation of the trunk 

B. Right lateral bending and left rotation of the trunk 

C. Right lateral bending and right rotation of the trunk 

D. Left lateral bending and left rotation of the trunk 

 

25. A Pilates teacher is asked by a new client to provide a written guarantee that Pilates will eliminate the 

client's chronic low-back pain. The most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Explain that Pilates is a movement system that cannot guarantee specific medical outcomes, and outline 

how the work supports spine health generally 

B. Provide the guarantee in writing since client testimonials consistently support strong outcomes for back 

pain 

C. Guarantee improvement within 12 sessions based on standard program progression timelines 

D. Decline to discuss outcomes and redirect the client immediately to scheduling the first session 

 

26. During the Mat Neck Pull, a teacher observes that the client's feet come off the mat during the roll-

down phase. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Effective hamstring flexibility allowing the spine to fully articulate through the descent 

B. Loss of heel-to-mat connection during the descent, with the hip flexors pulling the feet upward 

C. Optimal posterior weight shift during the eccentric phase of the roll-down 

D. Necessary compensation for a client with limited thoracic flexion range of motion 

 

27. The spring-resistance mechanism in the Wunda Chair differs from the Reformer in that: 

 

A. The Chair's springs extend horizontally rather than diagonally, creating a different resistance curve 
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B. The Chair's springs lose tension at the end of range, providing assisted movement rather than resisted 

movement 

C. The Chair's springs are attached to the pedal carriage rather than the frame, creating free tension in both 

directions 

D. The Chair's pedal depresses toward the floor, causing the spring to stretch and provide increasing 

resistance as the pedal descends 

 

28. A teacher working with a large group class of eight clients with widely varying experience levels most 

appropriately structures the session by: 

 

A. Teaching only beginner-level exercises so that every client can participate in every portion of the 

session 

B. Teaching only advanced exercises and directing beginners to watch experienced clients for movement 

guidance 

C. Selecting exercises with clearly defined progressions and regressions that accommodate the full range 

of experience 

D. Separating the class mid-session to teach beginners and advanced clients different exercise sequences 

 

29. The thoracolumbar fascia plays a role in spinal stabilization primarily by: 

 

A. Transmitting tension between the trunk muscles and the spine, connecting the latissimus dorsi, gluteus 

maximus, and deep spinal muscles into a functional force network 

B. Limiting spinal extension passively by acting as a check on lumbar hyperextension during loaded 

movement 

C. Producing active lumbar flexion through its attachment to the anterior bodies of the lumbar vertebrae 

D. Distributing compressive load between the vertebral bodies through its fluid-filled layers 

 

30. A teacher observing a client during the Mat Spine Stretch Forward notes that the client's pelvis is in 

posterior tilt and the sit bones are not in full contact with the mat. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Optimal spinal elongation using posterior pelvic tilt to allow maximum forward reach 

B. Posterior pelvic tilt reducing the ability to lengthen forward from a neutral seated foundation 
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C. Effective use of the hamstrings to support the posterior tilt during seated forward bending 

D. Normal seated position for a client with limited hamstring flexibility 

 

31. When the Reformer is set with a higher spring count for a given exercise, which of the following is 

most accurate regarding resistance demand? 

 

A. The heavier resistance makes it harder to press out but provides less assist on the return phase 

B. The heavier resistance makes both phases easier by providing spring assistance in both directions 

C. The heavier resistance makes it harder to press out but provides greater assistance on the return to the 

stopper 

D. The heavier resistance makes it harder to return but easier to press out since the springs provide 

extension force 

 

32. A teacher who accepts a gift of significant monetary value from a client most appropriately: 

 

A. Accepts the gift gracefully since refusing would damage the therapeutic relationship and appear 

ungrateful 

B. Accepts the gift and provides additional complimentary sessions to offset the perceived financial 

imbalance 

C. Returns the gift without explanation to maintain strict professional neutrality 

D. Acknowledges the client's generosity, declines the gift respectfully, and explains that maintaining 

professional boundaries best serves the client's interests 

 

33. During the Mat Neck Roll (prone on elbows, head lifted, rotating side to side), the agonist muscles 

producing the cervical rotation are predominantly the: 

 

A. Sternocleidomastoid and cervical rotators on the contralateral side, working concentrically 

B. Upper trapezius fibers bilaterally, shortening to control the rotation against gravity 

C. Cervical erector spinae fibers producing unilateral rotation through concentric shortening 

D. Deep cervical extensors bilaterally, managing the rotation through symmetric co-contraction 
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34. A teacher assessing a client in standing observes that the client's right ASIS appears noticeably lower 

than the left. The most accurate documentation is: 

 

A. "Client has a leg length discrepancy causing the right ASIS to sit lower than the left" 

B. "Right ASIS appears lower than left in standing; pelvic asymmetry noted from anterior view" 

C. "Client has a right hip drop indicating gluteus medius weakness on the right side" 

D. "Refer for radiographic imaging to rule out skeletal asymmetry in the pelvic girdle" 

 

35. A teacher working with a client who is visually impaired most appropriately adapts the teaching 

approach by: 

 

A. Providing only written handouts describing exercises in detail and allowing independent practice at 

home 

B. Eliminating all hands-on apparatus work and restricting the session to verbal Mat exercises only 

C. Using increased tactile cueing with the client's ongoing consent, detailed verbal descriptions, and 

proprioceptive anchoring cues 

D. Referring the visually impaired client to an adaptive fitness specialist since Pilates instruction requires 

visual demonstration 

 

36. The Reformer Knee Stretch Arch Back position differs from the Round position primarily in that: 

 

A. The Arch Back position requires heavier spring resistance to stabilize the increased lumbar demand 

B. The Arch Back position eliminates arm involvement and transfers all demand to the hip extensors 

C. The Arch Back position uses a shorter range of carriage movement to protect the lumbar extension 

D. The Arch Back position places the spine in extension rather than flexion, shifting the stabilization 

demand to the spinal extensors 

 

37. A teacher who is approached by a client asking about a specific Pilates lineage the teacher has not 

been trained in most appropriately: 
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A. Acknowledges the limits of her specific training and refers the client to a teacher certified in that lineage 

if the client wants to explore it 

B. Teaches elements from the requested lineage based on descriptions she has read in online materials 

C. Agrees to incorporate the lineage between sessions by studying it independently and beginning 

immediately 

D. Tells the client all Pilates lineages are equivalent in outcome and her current training is fully sufficient 

 

38. During the Reformer Long Box Pulling Straps exercise, the client lies prone and pulls the straps along 

the body toward the hips. The primary muscle group producing the arm pull is the: 

 

A. Anterior deltoid and pectoralis major, contracting concentrically to draw the arms toward the body 

B. Posterior shoulder complex including the posterior deltoid, teres major, and latissimus dorsi 

C. Middle trapezius and rhomboids, retracting the scapulae as the primary movement driver 

D. Biceps brachii and brachialis, producing elbow flexion as the dominant motion of the pull 

 

39. A teacher observing a client during the Mat Swan Dive notes that the client's legs separate wide and 

the feet turn outward significantly during the rocking phase. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Effective external hip rotation supporting the extension mechanics of the swan dive 

B. Normal variation in leg positioning during the rocking phase of the swan dive 

C. Loss of leg connection during the dive, with external rotation and separation indicating reduced gluteal 

integration 

D. Necessary compensation for a client with wide hip anatomy and naturally limited internal rotation 

 

40. During a Reformer spring exercise, when the exercise is designed so that the client moves away from 

the spring's anchor point, the resistance experienced is: 

 

A. Fixed and constant regardless of how far the client moves from the anchor point 

B. Maximal at the start and decreasing as the client moves progressively further from the anchor point 

C. Zero at the start, appearing only when the client returns toward the anchor point 
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D. Minimal at the start and increasing proportionally as the client moves further from the anchor point, 

consistent with Hooke's Law 

 

41. A new Pilates teacher working at a studio receives feedback from the studio owner that her sessions 

consistently run 10–15 minutes over the scheduled time. The most appropriate professional response is 

to: 

 

A. Explain to the studio owner that session quality inherently requires extra time to achieve proper 

outcomes 

B. Accept the feedback, plan session content to fit the scheduled timeframe, and correct the pattern 

immediately 

C. Ask clients whether they mind the extended time and continue if they report satisfaction 

D. Reduce the number of exercises in each session to meet time requirements regardless of the effect on 

programming quality 

 

42. A client with an acute flare of cervical spondylosis arrives for a session. The most appropriate 

modification for the Mat Hundred is: 

 

A. Head on the mat, legs in tabletop, arms pumping alongside the body while maintaining cervical neutral 

B. Standard chest-lift height, legs in tabletop, with a rolled towel positioned behind the neck for support 

C. Full standard position with reduced pump speed to limit the cervical load 

D. Discontinue the Hundred entirely for the duration of the cervical flare 

 

43. The iliopsoas muscle crosses which two joints, and what does it primarily produce at each? 

 

A. The hip joint and the sacroiliac joint, producing hip flexion and sacral nutation 

B. The knee joint and hip joint, producing simultaneous knee flexion and hip flexion 

C. The hip joint and the lumbar spinal joints, producing hip flexion and anterior tilt or lumbar extension 

under load 

D. The hip joint and the thoracolumbar junction, producing hip flexion and lower thoracic rotation 
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44. A teacher observing a client during the Reformer Seated Box Side Stretch notes that the client is using 

the arm on the footbar to push herself upright rather than using trunk lateral flexion. The most appropriate 

cue is: 

 

A. "Increase your grip on the footbar to generate more lateral leverage for the return" 

B. "Reach the top arm toward the footbar to add more weight into the lateral stretch" 

C. "Reduce your reach toward the footbar so the arm stays close to the body throughout" 

D. "Let the arm rest lightly on the footbar and use the side of your trunk to pull you back upright" 

 

45. The primary difference between the Reformer Stomach Massage Flat Back and Round positions is: 

 

A. The Flat Back position requires lighter spring resistance to maintain the extended trunk position under 

load 

B. The Flat Back position places the spine in a neutral or slightly extended position rather than the deep 

C-curve of Round 

C. The Flat Back position uses a wider foot stance on the footbar than the Round position 

D. The Flat Back position requires the arms to be elevated above shoulder height rather than resting on 

the carriage 

 

46. A teacher who works in multiple studios notices that a client from one studio walks into another studio 

where she also teaches. The teacher most appropriately: 

 

A. Acknowledges the client publicly and introduces her to the other studio's teachers to build community 

B. Pretends not to recognize the client to avoid creating any appearance of favoritism between studios 

C. Acknowledges the client warmly and professionally without disclosing any information from their 

sessions at the first studio 

D. Calls the first studio to report the client's presence at the second studio for scheduling coordination 

 

47. A teacher observing a client perform the Reformer Hip Work in Side-Lying notes that the client's top 

hip dips toward the carriage as the leg lifts. The most accurate observation is: 
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A. Loss of lateral trunk stabilization with the pelvis dropping on the working side during the lift 

B. Effective hip abduction with the top hip dropping to maintain the leg's working angle 

C. Optimal use of the quadratus lumborum creating dynamic support during hip abduction 

D. Normal hip-drop compensation pattern during single-leg side-lying work 

 

48. During the Mat Teaser II (single-leg version), compared to Teaser I (both legs), the primary difference 

in stabilization demand is: 

 

A. Less abdominal demand because one leg serves as a counterbalance for the extended leg 

B. Less hip flexor demand because the bent knee reduces the lever at the working hip 

C. Greater balance demand on the Reformer, with equivalent abdominal demand on the Mat 

D. Greater asymmetric stabilization demand as the trunk must resist lateral loading from the single 

extended leg 

 

49. A teacher who notices that a client consistently responds best to external-focus cues ("send the foot 

through the wall") rather than internal-focus cues ("contract the quadriceps") most appropriately: 

 

A. Shifts entirely to internal-focus cueing to systematically build the client's proprioceptive body 

awareness 

B. Alternates equally between internal- and external-focus cues for every exercise in every session 

C. Continues to use external-focus cues for this client since they produce consistent movement results 

D. Uses anatomical cueing exclusively to build the scientific vocabulary the client will need long-term 

 

50. During the Reformer Footwork in Pilates stance (heels together, toes apart at a slight V), the spring 

count is typically: 

 

A. Zero to one spring to emphasize hip external rotation without resistive load 

B. Three to four springs, consistent with the standard footwork resistance across all foot positions 

C. Five heavy springs to maximize recruitment of the deep external hip rotators 

D. One light spring to allow the external rotation pattern to develop gradually with minimal load 
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51. A teacher who has observed a possible change in the appearance of a client's moles over several weeks 

most appropriately: 

 

A. Gently mentions the observation and recommends the client consult a dermatologist for evaluation 

B. Says nothing since changes in skin appearance are entirely outside the Pilates scope of practice 

C. Documents the observation in the client's file without informing the client directly 

D. Advises the client to apply sunscreen before sessions to prevent further change 

 

52. During the Reformer Long Box Down Stretch, the client begins in a kneeling plank with hands on the 

footbar and knees at the shoulder rests, then presses the carriage back. The primary training emphasis is: 

 

A. Hamstring stretching through the full hip extension created by pressing the carriage back 

B. Upper-body pushing strength through increased shoulder-girdle loading at the footbar 

C. Hip flexor lengthening as the hips extend and open during the press phase 

D. Spinal extension and trunk integrity in a moving kneeling plank against spring resistance 

 

53. A client arrives reporting three days of unusual fatigue, a mild sore throat, and a low-grade fever of 

99.4°F. The most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Teach a modified session at reduced intensity using only seated and standing exercises 

B. Recommend the client reschedule and rest until symptoms have fully resolved 

C. Teach a full session since the symptoms are too mild to constitute a clinical illness 

D. Conduct a session with all supine and inverted work eliminated but Mat standing work retained 

 

54. The serratus anterior's primary function during upper-body Pilates exercises is: 

 

A. Producing shoulder internal rotation and horizontal adduction during pressing movements 

B. Elevating and upwardly rotating the clavicle during overhead reaching patterns 

C. Protracting the scapula and stabilizing it firmly against the thorax during pushing movements 
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D. Retracting the scapula and providing posterior support during all pulling movements 

 

55. A client in a semi-private session reveals sensitive personal health information that the other client in 

the room may have heard. The teacher most appropriately: 

 

A. Notes the breach, ensures future sensitive discussions occur in private, and addresses documentation 

to protect confidentiality 

B. Asks the other client to leave the room whenever sensitive disclosures occur during sessions 

C. Documents the information publicly in the studio's shared scheduling system for continuity of care 

D. Reminds both clients verbally that all studio information is confidential and takes no further structural 

action 

 

56. A teacher observing a client during the Wunda Chair Footwork notes that the client's heel rises off the 

pedal at the midpoint of the press. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Effective use of the plantar flexors initiating the descending phase of the press 

B. Appropriate transition from heel press to toe press as the ankle reaches end range 

C. Optimal Achilles tendon recruitment during the eccentric loading phase of the press 

D. Loss of full foot contact with the pedal, with the heel lifting before the press phase is complete 

 

57. In Pilates, the term "powerhouse" most specifically refers to: 

 

A. The entire lower extremity including the gluteals, hamstrings, and quadriceps working together 

B. The thoracic cage and intercostal muscles that generate power for the breath 

C. The cylinder of deep muscles including the transverse abdominis, pelvic floor, multifidus, and 

diaphragm 

D. The superficial abdominal group including the rectus abdominis, external obliques, and hip flexors 

 

58. A teacher who works with a long-term client notices the client has plateaued and sessions have become 

repetitive. The most appropriate response is to: 
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A. Maintain the current structure since consistency and repetition are the hallmarks of long-term Pilates 

progress 

B. Introduce new exercises, modify familiar ones with different parameters, or introduce a new apparatus 

C. Reduce session frequency since plateau indicates the body has fully adapted and needs rest 

D. Increase spring resistance uniformly across all exercises to provide a global new challenge 

 

59. During the Mat Hip Circles (a Teaser variation with legs reaching in circles from the V-balance), the 

primary stabilization demand falls on the: 

 

A. Hip flexors, which produce the circular motion of the legs against the gravitational load 

B. Adductors, which hold the legs together as a unit throughout the full circle pattern 

C. Gluteus medius bilaterally, which controls the abduction arc of each circle 

D. Deep abdominal canister maintaining trunk position while the circling legs create a rotational 

destabilizing force 

 

60. A studio owner has asked a teacher to teach six consecutive sessions on a given day with no breaks 

scheduled. The teacher's most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Address the schedule professionally with the studio owner, explaining the impact of no breaks on 

teaching quality, client safety, and professional sustainability 

B. Accept the schedule since the studio owner has the right to set the daily session structure 

C. Cancel the final session without notice since a six-session no-break schedule is physically unsustainable 

D. Teach all six sessions without discussion but document fatigue level and performance concerns 

afterward 

 

61. The piriformis muscle, when the hip is in neutral or slight flexion, functions primarily as: 

 

A. A hip abductor, drawing the thigh away from the midline in the frontal plane 

B. A hip internal rotator, acting with the other medial rotators during the push phase of walking 

C. A hip external rotator, acting with the other short external rotators of the deep hip 
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D. A hip extensor, drawing the thigh posteriorly when the hip is in neutral standing position 

 

62. A teacher working with a client who has completed three years of consistent Pilates practice and is 

progressing toward advanced Cadillac work most appropriately advances the client by: 

 

A. Moving to the most challenging variation of each exercise immediately since the client's experience 

warrants it 

B. Assessing performance of advanced prerequisites and advancing systematically as each criterion is met 

C. Introducing advanced work exclusively on the Cadillac and maintaining foundational work on all other 

apparatus 

D. Consulting the client's preference about which advanced exercises to introduce first 

 

63. A teacher observing a client perform the Mat Plank Hold notes that the client's lumbar spine is in a 

significant arch, sagging toward the floor. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Loss of lumbar neutral in the plank, with the spine extending below neutral and the abdominals failing 

to maintain position 

B. Optimal spinal position for a client with natural lumbar lordosis in an isometric plank hold 

C. Effective posterior pelvic tilt reducing compressive load on the lumbar vertebrae 

D. Normal pattern of spinal behavior during an isometric plank position 

 

64. During the Mat Corkscrew, the primary stabilization demand during the leg circles is on the: 

 

A. Hip abductors, which resist the adducting force of the circling legs at the outer arc 

B. Cervical flexors, which maintain the head-lifted position throughout the exercise 

C. Erector spinae, which provide posterior support during the inverted phase of the corkscrew 

D. Deep abdominal canister, which resists the rotational destabilization created by the circling legs 

 

65. A teacher working with a client who was previously trained by another highly regarded Pilates teacher 

and comes with established habits that partially conflict with the current teacher's approach most 

appropriately: 
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A. Insists the client immediately unlearn all prior training to fully accept the current teacher's approach 

B. Defers entirely to the client's previous training and makes no attempt to introduce a different approach 

C. Acknowledges the prior training, identifies transferable skills, and introduces the current approach 

progressively with clear rationale 

D. Refers the client back to the previous teacher since pedagogical differences make successful teaching 

impossible 

 

66. During the Reformer Tendon Stretch (full plank with hands on footbar, heels against shoulder rests, 

pressing back), the primary demand is on: 

 

A. The posterior chain including the hamstrings, gluteals, and spinal extensors maintaining position 

B. The anterior chain including hip flexors and abdominals producing the press in plank 

C. The shoulder girdle, which carries the majority of body weight through the footbar contact 

D. The cervical extensors, which maintain the head-to-heel line against the spring tension 

 

67. During the Reformer Long Box Backstroke exercise, the client lies prone and executes a swimming-

like arm pattern. The primary muscles producing the arm pull-back are: 

 

A. Biceps brachii and anterior deltoid, working concentrically during the reach phase of the stroke 

B. Latissimus dorsi and posterior deltoid, working concentrically during the arm pull-back phase 

C. Pectoralis major and subscapularis, working concentrically during the arm pull-back phase 

D. Serratus anterior and middle trapezius, working concentrically during the arm pull-back 

 

68. A client who has been training consistently for two years asks her teacher to refer her to a friend's 

personal training business for strength work. The teacher most appropriately: 

 

A. Declines to make any referral since the teacher cannot personally vouch for the quality of all personal 

trainers 

B. Makes the referral only if she receives a referral fee in exchange for the recommendation 

C. Refers without investigation since the client's personal relationship with the trainer takes precedence 
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D. Refers if she has reason to believe the trainer is qualified, without misrepresenting the trainer's 

credentials or scope 

 

69. During the Reformer Leg Circles in supine (feet in straps), the appropriate action of the abdominal 

muscles throughout the circles is: 

 

A. Contracting concentrically to produce the hip flexion through the top arc of each circle 

B. Relaxing fully to permit the hip to move through its complete available range 

C. Stabilizing isometrically against the rotational and lever forces created by the circling legs 

D. Producing reciprocal inhibition of the hip flexors at the top arc of each circle 

 

70. A teacher observing a client during the Reformer Short Box Flat Back extension notes that the thoracic 

spine remains rigid while only the lumbar spine extends. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Limited thoracic extension with the extension motion concentrated in the lumbar region 

B. Effective segmental lumbar extension consistent with the Short Box exercise design 

C. Optimal distribution of extension across all spinal regions from lumbar to cervical 

D. Normal pattern for a client with structural thoracic kyphosis 

 

71. A teacher has been asked by the studio owner to teach an introductory group class to 15 new clients 

simultaneously but has only been trained for groups of up to five. The most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Agree to teach the class since the larger numbers will give the teacher valuable experience 

B. Communicate to the studio owner that teaching 15 new clients simultaneously is outside her current 

training scope and propose a viable alternative 

C. Teach the class without disclosure but keep the session very simple to manage the group safely 

D. Ask another teacher to observe and manage safety while she delivers the session content 

 

72. A client who has completed 24 sessions asks to transition to group classes. The teacher's 

recommendation of readiness for group work is most appropriately based on: 
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A. The number of sessions completed, since 24 sessions is a standard benchmark for group readiness 

B. The client's stated preference for group work since motivation and enjoyment drive long-term 

adherence 

C. The cost differential between private and group sessions since financial factors affect long-term 

commitment 

D. The client's demonstrated ability to perform exercises with correct independent form requiring minimal 

cueing 

 

73. During the Mat Side-Lying Series, the underlying leg serves primarily as: 

 

A. The working leg, generating lateral stabilization force to keep the hip elevated throughout 

B. A passive stabilizer absorbing ground reaction forces from the upper working leg 

C. A grounding reference that supports the pelvis while the top leg performs the work 

D. An active contributor to trunk rotation by providing a counterrotational pelvic anchor 

 

74. A teacher delivers the cue "feel your sit bones heavy on the box while your spine grows tall out of 

your pelvis" during the Reformer Short Box series. This cue is best categorized as: 

 

A. An imagery and proprioceptive alignment cue directing axial elongation from a grounded pelvic base 

B. A correction cue addressing a specific compensation pattern observed in the client's trunk alignment 

C. A setup cue describing the starting position of the Short Box before the exercise begins 

D. A tactile cue delivered through light physical contact to establish the pelvic foundation 

 

75. A Pilates teacher discovers that a client has been telling prospective clients that the teacher "cured my 

scoliosis." The most appropriate professional response is to: 

 

A. Allow the client to continue making the claim since it helps attract new clients to the studio 

B. Speak with the client privately to correct the claim, explaining what Pilates can and cannot offer 

C. Post a formal disclaimer on the studio website addressing the limitations of Pilates outcomes 

D. Document the statement in session notes and take no further action 
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76. The Reformer Footwork series is typically performed at the beginning of a Pilates session because: 

 

A. It allows the teacher to assess upper-body strength before loading the arms later in the session 

B. It provides a demanding cardiovascular warm-up that elevates heart rate before the main work 

C. It warms the hip and knee joints, establishes the breath pattern, and allows initial postural observation 

in supine 

D. It specifically activates the deep cervical flexors, which must be pre-engaged before any spinal work 

 

77. A client who practices yoga three times a week asks how Pilates differs from yoga. The most accurate 

and professionally appropriate response is: 

 

A. Yoga and Pilates are essentially the same since both involve breathing, flexibility, and mind-body 

awareness 

B. Pilates is superior to yoga since it was specifically designed for therapeutic rehabilitation purposes 

C. The primary difference is the use of specialized apparatus, which yoga does not employ 

D. While there is meaningful overlap, Pilates is grounded in systematic spinal articulation, functional 

movement patterning, and apparatus that provides progressive load and precision feedback 

 

78. A teacher observing a client during the Mat Swimming exercise notes that the client's lumbar spine is 

in excessive hyperextension before the alternating arm-leg reaches begin. The most accurate observation 

is: 

 

A. Excessive lumbar hyperextension in the starting position, creating risk of compressive loading at the 

facet joints 

B. Effective thoracolumbar extension as the base from which the alternating limb work proceeds 

C. Optimal setup since Swimming requires maximal spinal extension to create full working range 

D. Normal starting position for a client with a naturally increased lumbar lordosis 

 

79. A teacher working with a client with significant thoracic hyperkyphosis most appropriately 

emphasizes which of the following throughout the session? 

A. Deep spinal flexion exercises to stretch the posterior thoracic chain and create thoracic length 
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B. Extension-direction work, scapular stabilization, and chest-opening exercises with careful avoidance 

of further kyphosis reinforcement 

C. Heavy spinal rotation to mobilize the locked thoracic facet joints in all directions 

D. Loaded forward bend exercises that use gravity to tractionally decompress the thoracic segments 

 

80. The primary structural function of the ligamentum flavum is to: 

 

A. Resist anterior shear forces between adjacent vertebral bodies during loaded spinal flexion 

B. Connect the transverse processes and limit lateral bending forces during side-loading 

C. Connect adjacent laminae and resist excessive spinal flexion through passive elastic tension 

D. Stabilize the sacroiliac joint by connecting the sacral ala to the posterior iliac crest 

 

81. A Pilates teacher notices that a colleague is repeatedly sharing one shared client's private health 

information with other studio members. The most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Confront the colleague publicly in front of other studio members to address the breach immediately 

B. Document the breach and report it directly to the affected clients to ensure transparency 

C. Say nothing since confronting a colleague about confidentiality breaches creates an uncomfortable 

environment 

D. Speak with the colleague privately and directly, outlining the ethical obligation of confidentiality and 

the seriousness of the ongoing breach 

 

82. A teacher who has just completed a continuing education workshop on Pilates for cancer survivors 

most appropriately applies the new knowledge by: 

 

A. Integrating the specific concepts into sessions with appropriate clients while remaining within scope 

B. Immediately advertising cancer survivor programming without acquiring additional clinical 

supervision 

C. Teaching the workshop's content verbatim to all current clients regardless of their individual health 

context 

D. Applying the knowledge only after the studio owner formally approves the new specialization area 
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83. During the Reformer Front Splits, the client lunges with the front foot on the footbar and the back foot 

against the shoulder rest. As the carriage moves out, the primary stretch is felt in the: 

 

A. Anterior hip of the back leg and the posterior chain of the front leg simultaneously 

B. Hip flexors and anterior thigh of the back leg as the hip extends through the lunge 

C. Hamstrings of the front leg, which lengthen to accommodate the opening of the carriage 

D. Adductors of both legs as the distance between the feet increases with the carriage movement 

 

84. A teacher observing a client during Reformer supine strap work notices the client gripping the shoulder 

rests with her legs. The most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Encourage the gripping behavior since it demonstrates full-body integration during the exercise 

B. Increase spring weight to prevent the client from needing to grip the shoulder rests for security 

C. Cue the client to release the shoulder rests and establish foot connection on the carriage instead 

D. Reposition the client farther from the shoulder rests to physically prevent contact 

 

85. A teacher observing a client perform the Mat Jackknife notes that the lumbar spine appears to bear the 

full load of the inversion rather than the upper thoracic region. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Effective inversion mechanics since the lumbar spine is closest to the pelvic center of mass 

B. Optimal spinal distribution since the lumbar region is the structurally strongest segment of the spine 

C. Normal pattern for a client with reduced thoracic mobility and strong lumbar extensors 

D. Inappropriate weight-bearing with the lumbar spine loaded rather than the supported thoracic region 

 

86. The quadratus lumborum, when contracting bilaterally, primarily functions to: 

 

A. Stabilize the lumbar spine laterally and assist respiration by anchoring the 12th rib 

B. Produce anterior pelvic tilt through its attachments on the anterior lumbar vertebrae 

C. Flex the lumbar spine through bilateral sagittal-plane shortening 
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D. Extend the hip through its attachment between the iliac crest and the femur 

 

87. A teacher who delivers the cue "press the footbar away from you without letting your ribs pop open" 

during a Reformer pushing exercise is most specifically addressing: 

 

A. The client's tendency to over-grip the footbar, creating unnecessary upper-trapezius activation 

B. The client's tendency to hold the breath during the push phase, which causes visible rib flare 

C. The client's rib cage lifting or flaring from the trunk, indicating a loss of trunk integrity during the press 

D. The client's shoulder blades winging away from the thorax during the pushing phase 

 

88. A Pilates teacher who suspects that a client may be experiencing signs of depression (persistent flat 

affect, loss of interest in progress, increased tearfulness across several sessions) most appropriately: 

 

A. Attempts to boost the client's mood through enthusiastic encouragement at every session 

B. Expresses genuine care and concern, gently suggests the client speak with a mental health professional, 

and continues Pilates work within scope 

C. Refers the client to a psychiatrist and suspends Pilates sessions until formal clearance is received 

D. Documents the observations and reports them to the studio owner for administrative follow-up 

 

89. During the Mat Boomerang, the phase in which the legs cross and uncross in the overhead position 

requires the abdominal muscles to be working primarily as: 

 

A. Agonists contracting concentrically to produce the crossing motion against gravitational resistance 

B. Eccentrics lowering the legs from the overhead position into the recross 

C. Isometrics stabilizing the pelvis against the stationary weight of the legs overhead 

D. Stabilizers resisting the rotational load created by the crossing legs while maintaining the trunk position 

 

90. A client asks her teacher about the difference between Pilates breathing and yoga breathing. The 

teacher's most accurate and appropriate response is: 
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A. In Pilates, three-dimensional lateral rib cage expansion is emphasized to maintain core engagement 

while breathing, whereas yoga often emphasizes diaphragmatic relaxation breathing 

B. Pilates and yoga breathing are essentially identical since both use the diaphragm as the primary 

breathing muscle 

C. Pilates breathing uses breath-holding at the moment of exertion, whereas yoga emphasizes continuous 

breath flow 

D. Yoga breathing is superior for core activation since it emphasizes deep belly breathing that activates 

the transverse abdominis 

 

91. A teacher observing a client during the Reformer Tree exercise notes that the client's trunk lists 

significantly toward the extended leg as it is drawn toward the body. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Effective lateral trunk flexibility demonstrated by the client's ability to reach toward the leg 

B. Optimal trunk elongation as the trunk follows the line of the extended leg toward vertical 

C. Lateral trunk shift toward the working leg indicating a loss of central trunk stabilization 

D. Normal lateral weight transfer that accompanies hip flexion loading in the Tree exercise 

 

92. The spring count for the Reformer Long Spine Massage is typically set lower than the Footwork series 

because: 

 

A. The inversion position requires fewer springs to keep the client from being pushed off the carriage 

B. The straps and inverted position provide mechanical assistance, reducing the net resistance demand 

C. The same spring count as footwork is used since both exercises involve comparable lower-body loading 

D. Spring count must be individually assessed for each client's inversion capacity and cannot be 

standardized 

 

93. A teacher working with a very fit, athletic client who persistently substitutes muscular force for spinal 

articulation most appropriately addresses this through: 

 

A. Reducing resistance across all exercises so that the athletic capacity is no longer a factor in 

compensation 
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B. Eliminating all exercises requiring spinal articulation and replacing them with pure strength-based work 

C. Adding more complex exercises that use the client's strength as an asset without changing the 

sequencing emphasis 

D. Specifically emphasizing breath coordination, imagery-based articulation cues, and reduced tempo to 

re-establish sequencing 

 

94. A teacher learns mid-session that she has received urgent personal news that she finds emotionally 

distressing. The most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Complete the session with professionalism and calmness, ensure the client's safety, and address the 

personal matter after the session ends 

B. Immediately end the session since personal wellbeing takes priority over professional obligation 

C. Tell the client about the distressing news to explain any change in teaching quality or attentiveness 

D. Ask the client to continue independently while the teacher steps out to manage the personal situation 

 

95. The primary professional distinction between a Pilates teacher's role and a physical therapist's role 

when working with post-rehabilitation clients is that the Pilates teacher: 

 

A. Has equivalent authority to the physical therapist in designing post-rehabilitation exercise 

programming 

B. May diagnose movement dysfunction and prescribe therapeutic exercise once the PT has formally 

discharged the client 

C. Designs and delivers Pilates programming within the parameters established by the PT's discharge 

recommendations 

D. May independently assess and treat residual clinical impairments once the client is released from formal 

PT care 

 

96. A client who has been taught the Reformer Rowing series reports that she practices the exercises at 

home between sessions without a Reformer. The teacher's most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Discourage home practice since practicing without apparatus introduces motor-pattern errors 

B. Acknowledge the dedication and provide appropriate Mat adaptations with clear home-practice cues 
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C. Provide a written protocol of the Rowing series with resistance-band substitutions for home use 

D. Suggest the client purchase a home Reformer before continuing independent home practice 

 

97. During the Reformer Running exercise (alternating heel drops in two-footed parallel position), the 

primary emphasis is on: 

 

A. Ankle mobility and eccentric calf control through the alternating heel drop and controlled return 

B. Hip extension strength through the full press phase of the footwork pattern 

C. Lumbar stabilization through the alternating single-limb loading on the carriage 

D. Tibial rotation control through the alternating eccentric single-leg loading 

 

98. A client who is a physician asks her Pilates teacher for an opinion on whether she needs surgery for 

her diagnosed lumbar disc herniation. The most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Provide a detailed opinion since the teacher has extensive experience working with disc conditions 

B. Recommend conservative Pilates-based management as a clearly superior alternative to surgical 

intervention 

C. Recommend that the client seek a second surgical opinion before making any final decision 

D. Acknowledge the question, explain that surgical decisions are outside the Pilates scope, and encourage 

the client to discuss all options thoroughly with her medical team 

 

99. During the Mat Side Plank (performed as an advanced modification in the Side Kick series), the 

primary stabilization demand falls on the: 

 

A. Hip abductors, which maintain the hip lift against the gravitational collapse of the pelvis 

B. Biceps brachii, which support the body weight through the bent elbow contact 

C. Quadratus lumborum and oblique complex on the weight-bearing side maintaining lateral trunk 

stiffness 

D. Adductors, which hold the stacked legs together against the gravitational separation force 
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100. A teacher has observed for three months that a client consistently drops the chin into the chest during 

the chest lift. The most appropriate ongoing teaching response is to: 

 

A. Discontinue all chest-lift exercises since the compensation has persisted for three months without 

change 

B. Continue to address the compensation each session through consistent verbal and imagery cueing while 

monitoring for any change 

C. Allow the chin-tuck since the client's anatomy may genuinely not permit the full cervical-flexor pattern 

D. Apply manual correction to the chin position at the start of every chest-lift exercise across all sessions 

 

101. A teacher is approached by a journalist requesting a testimonial about a specific celebrity client's 

Pilates progress. The most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Provide a general testimonial about celebrity clients without naming the specific individual 

B. Provide the testimonial since the client's public status diminishes the confidentiality obligation 

C. Decline the specific testimonial but confirm the journalist's general description of Pilates benefits 

D. Decline entirely, citing the confidentiality obligation that applies to all clients regardless of public 

status 

 

102. A client who has been training for one year and reliably performs the Reformer Rowing series asks 

to learn the Mat Boomerang. The teacher assessing prerequisites most appropriately evaluates: 

 

A. Whether the client can perform the Roll Up, Rolling Like a Ball, Open Leg Rocker, and basic inversion 

patterns with consistent control 

B. Whether the client has completed at least 52 sessions since the Boomerang requires one full year of 

training 

C. Whether the client can perform the Boomerang on the Reformer before attempting the Mat version 

D. Whether the client's hamstring flexibility is sufficient to achieve the full overhead position 

 

103. The Pilates Reformer's shoulder rests primarily function to: 
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A. Provide resistance against the shoulder girdle to load the scapular stabilizers during footwork 

B. Prevent the head from extending off the end of the carriage during overhead arm work 

C. Prevent the client's body from sliding toward the head end of the carriage against the spring resistance 

D. Support the cervical spine in a neutral position during all supine strap-based exercises 

 

104. A teacher observing a client perform the Reformer Stomach Massage Reach-Up position notes that 

the ribcage collapses toward the thighs as the arms reach overhead. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Effective trunk flexion creating the deep C-curve required by the Reach-Up variation 

B. Loss of the tall-spine extended position, with the ribcage collapsing as the arms reach up 

C. Optimal lateral reach accompanying the upward arm movement in this variation 

D. Normal compensatory pattern as the shoulder girdle loads during an overhead arm reach 

 

105. A client asks permission to bring a family member to observe a session. The teacher's most 

appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Decline automatically since observers create distraction and reduce the quality of teaching 

B. Agree immediately since a family member's presence will increase the client's motivation 

C. Agree if the observer signs a liability waiver before the session begins 

D. Agree with the client's clear consent while confirming the observer understands the session is focused 

on the client's learning 

 

106. The Pilates principle of "whole-body movement" is most accurately reflected in which of the 

following? 

 

A. Each exercise targets an isolated muscle group to produce concentrated, localized strength gains 

B. The arms and legs generate power independently from the trunk during most Pilates exercises 

C. Exercises are designed to integrate the powerhouse with the limbs so that peripheral movement 

originates from core activation 
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D. Breathing and trunk engagement are separated from limb movement to allow for maximal range of 

motion 

 

107. A teacher who is teaching a client during a session she privately disagrees with philosophically most 

appropriately: 

 

A. Teaches the evidence-based, safe programming the client needs without allowing personal bias to affect 

session quality or content 

B. Integrates elements from her preferred philosophical approach into the session without informing the 

client 

C. Tells the client about the philosophical disagreement so the client can choose a more aligned teacher 

D. Declines to teach the client until she has resolved her philosophical concerns through additional study 

 

108. A client discloses during a session that she is 6 weeks pregnant and has not yet seen an obstetric 

provider. The teacher's most appropriate immediate response is to: 

 

A. Continue the session as normal since 6 weeks is very early in the first trimester 

B. Recommend the client schedule an appointment with an obstetric provider before the next session, and 

modify the current session conservatively 

C. Discharge the client from Pilates entirely until obstetric clearance is formally received 

D. Begin first-trimester specific core strengthening exercises immediately since early pregnancy benefits 

from core support 

 

109. The rectus abdominis, when contracting bilaterally with the pelvis stabilized, primarily produces: 

 

A. Rotation of the trunk toward the ipsilateral side of dominant contraction 

B. Lateral bending of the trunk in the frontal plane 

C. Posterior pelvic tilt alone, with no associated movement of the spinal column 

D. Spinal flexion in the sagittal plane from the pubic symphysis toward the sternum 

 

110. A teacher who uses client photographs for studio social media marketing most appropriately ensures: 
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A. Explicit written consent from each client whose image is used, specifying the platforms and purposes 

for which the image will be shared 

B. That photographs show only the body from the neck down so facial identification is prevented 

C. That clients in public studio spaces have implicitly consented to being photographed 

D. That only group-class photographs are shared, since individual client images require a higher standard 

of consent 

 

111. A teacher working with a client in the cognitive stage of motor learning for the Reformer Footwork 

most appropriately: 

 

A. Provides no more than one cue per session to avoid overwhelming the client with verbal input 

B. Uses primarily tactile cueing to establish correct motor patterns before introducing any verbal 

instruction 

C. Gives clear setup instructions, demonstrates the movement, and limits concurrent feedback to the most 

critical correction 

D. Provides detailed anatomical explanations of the muscles involved before the client attempts the 

exercise 

 

112. During the Reformer Long Box Breaststroke, the client's arms sweep forward and then circle out and 

back during the extension. The primary training value of this exercise is: 

 

A. Shoulder flexibility through the full arc of the arm circle in a supported trunk position 

B. Coordinated posterior chain activation with simultaneous spinal extension and arm circle 

C. Hip flexor lengthening through the supported prone position during leg extension 

D. Isolated scapular retraction with no involvement of the spinal extensors 

 

113. A teacher observing a client during the Reformer Side-Lying Leg Press notes that the client's pelvis 

rotates backward (posteriorly) as the leg extends in the press. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Effective posterior chain activation creating extension force through the hip during the press 

B. Optimal pelvic positioning during the side-lying leg press, consistent with the exercise design 
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C. Necessary compensation for a client with limited hip flexor length during the pressing phase 

D. Posterior pelvic rotation during the press indicating hip flexor shortness or loss of pelvic control 

 

114. A client who has been training for two years with reliable intermediate form asks to try the Mat 

Control Balance. The teacher evaluating prerequisites most appropriately considers: 

 

A. Whether the client can perform a full Roll Over, Jackknife, and inversions with controlled return before 

introducing Control Balance 

B. Whether the client has completed 100 sessions since Control Balance requires advanced training 

duration 

C. Whether the client can perform the exercise on the Cadillac before attempting the Mat version 

D. Whether the client's shoulder flexibility is sufficient to achieve the overhead leg-extension position 

 

115. The primary functional difference between the Reformer Footwork series and Reformer Leg Work 

in straps is that the strap-based work: 

 

A. Uses heavier resistance to produce greater lower-body strength demands than the footwork series 

B. Requires active pressing of the footbar, which the straps do not provide 

C. Allows the hip to move through its full range without the constraint of the fixed footbar position 

D. Eliminates the eccentric return demand since the straps passively return the legs to the start position 

 

116. A client requests that the teacher skip the standard intake assessment "since I've done Pilates before." 

The teacher most appropriately: 

 

A. Agrees to skip the intake since prior Pilates experience indicates baseline readiness for training 

B. Agrees to skip the health history but still completes a movement observation assessment 

C. Skips the formal intake but asks two or three informal verbal health questions instead 

D. Explains the purpose of the intake assessment and completes it fully since the health history is essential 

regardless of prior experience 
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117. A client asks to video-record a session for home-practice reference. The teacher most appropriately: 

 

A. Agrees without any conditions since home-practice recordings improve program compliance 

B. Agrees with the client's written acknowledgment that the video will be used for personal practice only 

and will not be shared publicly 

C. Declines since the recording creates legal liability if the client practices incorrectly at home 

D. Agrees only if the teacher also receives a copy of the recording for professional development review 

 

118. During the Cadillac Leg Spring work (supine, legs in spring-loaded straps), the primary function of 

the deep abdominals throughout the exercise is to: 

 

A. Stabilize the pelvis and lumbar spine against the levering force of the spring-loaded legs 

B. Produce the flexion that draws the knees toward the chest on the loaded return phase 

C. Generate the force that actively resists the leg's extension against the spring tension 

D. Control the pelvic tilt associated with deep hip flexion on the loaded leg extension pattern 

 

119. A teacher observing a client during the Mat Rolling Like a Ball notes that the client consistently rolls 

to the left of center rather than staying on the spine's midline. The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Effective rolling mechanics since asymmetric rolling is completely normal in this exercise 

B. Rotation to the left indicating tight right rotators preventing a centered roll 

C. An asymmetric rolling pattern suggesting a lateral imbalance in spinal mobility or trunk strength 

D. Normal variation since no client rolls perfectly symmetrically along the midline 

 

120. A teacher working with an elite athlete who describes Pilates as "not challenging enough" most 

appropriately: 

 

A. Explains that Pilates is a form of rehabilitation and is not intended to challenge high-performance 

athletes 

B. Agrees with the assessment and recommends the athlete discontinue Pilates for sport-specific training 
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C. Increases the spring resistance uniformly across all exercises to match the athlete's strength capacity 

D. Designs a session that leverages the athlete's physical capacity while emphasizing the precision, 

sequencing, and coordination that challenge even highly conditioned individuals 

 

121. The term "neutral spine" in Pilates specifically refers to: 

 

A. A fully flat lumbar spine with no anteroposterior curve, maintained throughout all spinal loading 

B. The position in which the natural curves of the spine are maintained without exaggeration or flattening 

C. A posterior pelvic tilt that reduces lumbar lordosis to a zero-degree curve 

D. A position of maximal spinal extension that lengthens the intervertebral spaces 

 

122. A Pilates teacher is contacted by a client seeking to return to the studio 6 months after leaving abruptly 

without explanation. The most appropriate response is to: 

 

A. Welcome the client back with the same professional standards and a full intake update as with any 

returning client 

B. Decline to resume teaching the client since the unexplained departure demonstrated unreliability 

C. Charge a penalty fee for the gap in commitment before resuming the client's program 

D. Provide reduced rates to encourage the client's return since lost clients represent an ongoing revenue 

gap 

 

123. A teacher whose studio has introduced a new documentation software system most appropriately 

responds by: 

 

A. Continuing paper documentation until the software is proven effective by other teachers at the studio 

B. Using the software only for new clients while maintaining paper records for all existing clients 

C. Learning the new system, transitioning all client records into it, and maintaining consistent 

documentation standards 

D. Asking an administrator to manage the software records while the teacher focuses on teaching quality 
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124. During the Reformer Chest Expansion exercise (kneeling, pulling the straps back alongside the body), 

the primary training emphasis is on: 

 

A. Developing hip flexor endurance through the sustained kneeling position against the spring resistance 

B. Building thoracic flexion through the forward loading of the trunk against the spring tension 

C. Strengthening the anterior shoulder and pectorals as the arms resist the spring pull 

D. Developing posterior shoulder strength, scapular stabilization, and spinal extension through the arm 

pull 

 

125. A teacher observing a client during the Mat Roll Down (seated, rolling spine down toward supine) 

notes that the lumbar spine drops flat immediately and the thoracic spine descends as a single rigid unit. 

The most accurate observation is: 

 

A. Effective full-spine articulation proceeding from the lumbar region upward through the thoracic spine 

B. Loss of segmental articulation in the thoracic spine, with the thorax descending as a block rather than 

sequentially 

C. Optimal lumbar-led articulation consistent with the anatomical design of the Roll Down exercise 

D. Normal pattern for a client with hypermobile lumbar spine and average thoracic mobility 

 

 

PRACTICE EXAM 9 — ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATIONS 
1. B — During the ascending phase of the Mat Teaser, the abdominal muscles shorten to produce the 

spinal flexion and hip flexion that lift the trunk and legs simultaneously toward the V-balance. This is 

concentric work — the muscle is shortening while generating force. Eccentric work would describe the 

controlled return, not the lift. 

 

2. C — The nucleus pulposus is a gel-like matrix composed primarily of water, proteoglycans, and type 

II collagen. This composition allows it to absorb compressive load by distributing forces hydrostatically 

within the disc. The concentric collagen rings describe the annulus fibrosus, not the nucleus. 

 

3. A — A new client who cannot maintain neutral pelvis under any load should be met where he is: 

working within available range, introducing breathing and pelvic awareness without adding loading stress. 
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Manual correction, maximal loading, and referral would all bypass the foundational teaching principle of 

building from the client's current capacity. 

 

4. D — The Reformer Elephant develops active hip hinge mobility and hamstring lengthening through a 

dynamic movement pattern. The client presses back actively, lengthening the hamstrings under neural 

control rather than passive stretch. The footbar contact and pike position create the specific hamstring 

demand that defines the exercise. 

 

5. B — Client information cannot be released to any third party — including legal professionals — without 

the client's written consent for that specific disclosure. The teacher should also consult with legal counsel 

when legal requests arise. Unilateral disclosure, regardless of who requests it, violates confidentiality 

obligations. 

 

6. A — The erector spinae group (iliocostalis, longissimus, spinalis) with synergistic support from the 

multifidus are the primary agonists producing spinal extension in prone. The rectus abdominis would 

oppose this motion; the gluteals and pectorals serve other functions in prone extension. 

 

7. D — Tracking toward the second toe is the standard mechanical alignment for the knee during pressing 

movements. This is the goal, not a compensation. Valgus would describe medial collapse; second-toe 

alignment with even pressure through the foot is the desired pattern. 

 

8. C — Cadillac arm springs, like all Pilates apparatus springs, follow Hooke's Law: resistance increases 

proportionally with the distance the spring is stretched from its resting length. Moving away from the 

anchor point stretches the spring and increases resistance. Moving toward the anchor point reduces 

resistance. 

 

9. A — Writing medical necessity documentation is a clinical function within the scope of physicians and 

physical therapists, not Pilates teachers. The appropriate response redirects the client to the appropriate 

professional rather than attempting to produce documentation outside the teacher's scope. 

 

10. B — During Single Leg Circle, the trunk and pelvis are held stable in neutral while the hip moves 

through its available range. The circle tests the teacher's ability to observe whether that stabilization holds. 

Imprint, extension, and rotation of the lumbar spine during the circle are all compensations that indicate 

the hip-trunk dissociation is lost. 
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11. C — When the shoulders lift completely off the mat on each rotation, the chest-lift base is lost and the 

client is bouncing into each rotation rather than rotating from a stable trunk. This indicates insufficient 

abdominal control to hold the chest-lift position through the full rotation cycle. 

 

12. D — Readiness for intermediate work is determined by objective assessment of current execution 

against criteria, not by session count, financial motivation, or client request. Explaining the findings 

clearly to the client respects the client's intelligence and supports their understanding of the work. 

 

13. B — The most commonly taught classical breath for the Roll Over is inhale as the legs swing overhead, 

exhale to open and lower the legs, inhale to close, exhale to roll the spine down. Breath-holding during 

inversion violates the Pilates principle of continuous breath; a breath hold in the A option is inappropriate. 

 

14. A — Progression in the Side Kick series is earned when the client maintains all three key criteria 

simultaneously: pelvic stacking, working-leg height, and foot position through the full range. Session 

count, height alone, or client preference are not objective criteria for safe progression. 

 

15. C — In the Double Leg Kick, the exhale coordinates with the leg kicks (active exertion phase) and the 

inhale coordinates with the trunk extension and arm reach (opening phase). This breath pattern supports 

the functional demand of each phase and is consistent with the general Pilates breath convention. 

 

16. B — Holding two professional credentials does not authorize the integration of both disciplines into 

the same session. Massage and Pilates serve different client relationships and professional frameworks. 

Keeping them separate protects the client relationship and the professional standard of each discipline. 

 

17. D — The multifidus is primarily a segmental stabilizer: short fibers spanning one to three vertebral 

levels provide independent control at each intervertebral level when co-contracting with the transverse 

abdominis. It does not produce global flexion, lateral bending, or large-amplitude rotation. 

 

18. A — Kinesthetic learners process best through proprioceptive feedback, tactile sensation, and 

movement-based language that connects to physical experience. Anatomical handouts, repeated visual 

demonstration, and extended verbal explanations primarily serve visual and auditory learners. 
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19. C — When the chin juts forward and the cervical spine extends during the Short Box Round Back, 

cervical alignment has been lost. The round back requires cervical flexion as part of the C-curve; chin-

forward extension is a compensation indicating the deep cervical flexors are not sustaining the curve. 

 

20. D — A client undergoing chemotherapy requires careful coordination with the oncology team, close 

monitoring of energy and response, and meticulous documentation. The oncologist's clearance authorizes 

light exercise; the teacher's role is to deliver the programming safely within those parameters — not to 

discharge, ignore, or independently prescribe. 

 

21. A — During the controlled return from the Overhead inversion, the hip flexors and abdominals 

lengthen under tension to control the legs returning from overhead toward horizontal. This eccentric work 

is a key training demand of the exercise. Hamstrings, erector spinae, and gluteus maximus do not produce 

this specific eccentric control. 

 

22. B — When the ear is anterior to the shoulder, the shoulder is anterior to the hip, and the hip is anterior 

to the ankle, the plumb line shows a consistent anterior lean of the entire upper body. This is an anterior 

translation pattern, not optimal alignment or posterior pelvic tilt. 

 

23. D — Over-gripping the handles creates shoulder elevation, upper-trapezius dominance, and loss of 

scapular control. The cue to "hold as lightly as possible, imagining weight carried by the shoulder blades" 

redirects attention to the appropriate proximal stabilizers and releases the distal grip. The other options 

reinforce or worsen the compensation. 

 

24. C — The internal oblique, when contracting unilaterally on the right, produces right lateral bending 

(ipsilateral) and right rotation (same-side rotation). This contrasts with the external oblique, which 

produces contralateral rotation. Correctly distinguishing internal from external oblique rotation direction 

is a common exam challenge. 

 

25. A — Guaranteeing medical outcomes is outside the Pilates teacher's scope and constitutes 

misrepresentation. The appropriate response acknowledges what the work offers without making medical 

outcome claims. Redirecting without addressing the question, or providing the guarantee, both fail the 

professional standard. 

 

26. B — When the feet lift during the Neck Pull roll-down, the hip flexors are generating excessive force 

and pulling the feet off the mat as the spine descends. This indicates hip flexor dominance compensating 
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for insufficient eccentric abdominal control during the descent. The teacher should cue heel-to-mat 

grounding and shorten the lever if needed. 

 

27. D — The Wunda Chair's pedal depresses downward toward the floor against the spring(s) attached 

beneath the pedal. As the pedal descends, the spring stretches and resistance increases — the same Hooke's 

Law principle as other Pilates apparatus, applied in a vertical rather than horizontal direction. 

 

28. C — Selecting exercises with clearly defined progressions and regressions allows every experience 

level to participate in the same class structure while each client works at the appropriate demand. Teaching 

only beginner or only advanced exercises fails one segment of the class; splitting the class mid-session is 

impractical and disruptive. 

 

29. A — The thoracolumbar fascia functions as a force-transmission network connecting the latissimus 

dorsi, gluteus maximus, and deep spinal muscles across the lumbopelvic region. This connection transmits 

tension between the upper and lower extremities through the trunk, contributing to the integrated 

stabilization the powerhouse provides. 

 

30. B — Posterior pelvic tilt in a seated Spine Stretch Forward prevents the pelvis from establishing the 

neutral anterior tilt from which the spine can lengthen forward. When the pelvis is posteriorly tilted and 

the sit bones are not fully grounded, the forward reach is compromised from the foundation upward. 

 

31. C — On a Reformer, heavier spring resistance makes pressing out harder (the springs resist extension 

of the carriage) but provides greater return assistance — the springs pull the carriage back to the stopper 

with more force. This is why heavier springs emphasize pressing strength and lighter springs emphasize 

eccentric return control. 

 

32. D — Accepting a gift of significant monetary value distorts the professional relationship and may 

create a sense of obligation or reciprocity on either side. Declining respectfully while acknowledging the 

gesture maintains the professional boundary without being dismissive of the client's intention. 

 

33. A — Cervical rotation is produced concentrically by the SCM on the contralateral side (right SCM 

rotates head left, left SCM rotates head right) along with the deep cervical rotators on the same 

contralateral side. The bilateral upper trapezius, cervical erector spinae, and deep extensors bilaterally do 

not produce unilateral cervical rotation. 
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34. B — Observable documentation describes the asymmetric finding in specific, objective language 

without diagnostic label or clinical interpretation. "Right ASIS appears lower than left in standing; pelvic 

asymmetry noted from anterior view" accurately names what is observed. Leg-length diagnosis, gluteus 

medius weakness assessment, and imaging referral all exceed the observational scope. 

 

35. C — When working with a visually impaired client, tactile cueing (with ongoing consent), detailed 

verbal descriptions, and proprioceptive anchoring cues replace visual information. Restricting to written 

handouts, eliminating apparatus work, or referring out would deny the client access to the full benefits of 

Pilates. 

 

36. D — The defining difference is the spinal position: Round uses a deep C-curve (flexion), while Arch 

Back uses spinal extension. This shifts the stabilization demand from the abdominals (supporting the C-

curve) to the spinal extensors (sustaining the arch). Spring counts, arm involvement, and range of motion 

are secondary distinctions. 

 

37. A — A teacher is ethically obligated to teach within her training and not represent competence in areas 

she has not been formally trained. The appropriate response honors the client's interest by referring to a 

qualified source rather than improvising from secondary descriptions or claiming equivalent training. 

 

38. B — The Pulling Straps arm pull-back on the Long Box is driven concentrically by the posterior 

shoulder complex — posterior deltoid, teres major, and latissimus dorsi. These muscles extend the 

shoulder from the forward reach position back alongside the body. The anterior muscles, rhomboids, and 

biceps serve different roles in this pattern. 

 

39. C — When the legs separate and turn out during the Swan Dive, the gluteal and deep hip integration 

that should keep the legs together as a unit has been lost. The separation indicates the posterior leg 

connection is not being sustained during the dynamic rocking. This is a compensation, not a variation or 

normal pattern. 

 

40. D — Hooke's Law describes spring behavior: force is proportional to displacement from resting length 

(F = kx). As the client moves further from the anchor point, the spring stretches more, and resistance 

increases proportionally. Resistance is minimal at the start of movement and maximal at full excursion. 

 

41. B — When feedback identifies a recurrent professional issue, the appropriate response is to accept it, 

correct the behavior, and not rationalize or defer. Consistently running over time affects subsequent 
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clients' sessions and reflects poor session-planning discipline. Asking clients or reducing exercise quality 

are both avoidances of the actual problem. 

 

42. A — An acute cervical spondylosis flare contraindicates sustained cervical flexion. The appropriate 

modification places the head on the mat (eliminating the cervical load), keeps legs in tabletop (reducing 

lever demand), and maintains the breath and arm pump. Rolled towels do not fully address the cervical 

loading; reducing speed does not eliminate it. 

 

43. C — The iliopsoas has two components: the iliacus (attaching to the iliac fossa) and the psoas major 

(attaching to the lumbar transverse processes and vertebral bodies T12–L5). It crosses the hip joint distally 

(lesser trochanter) and the lumbar spinal joints proximally. Under load, the psoas component can extend 

the lumbar spine and create anterior pelvic tilt. 

 

44. D — When the client pushes with the arm rather than using lateral trunk musculature on the return, 

the exercise's purpose has been bypassed. The cue to "let the arm be light and use the side of the trunk" 

redirects effort to the obliques and quadratus lumborum that the exercise is designed to train. The other 

cues increase arm involvement rather than reducing it. 

 

45. B — The primary distinction between Flat Back and Round in the Stomach Massage Series is the 

spinal position: Round uses a deep C-curve (flexion), while Flat Back uses a neutral to slightly extended 

spine. Spring resistance, foot position, and arm position are not the primary defining difference between 

these two variations. 

 

46. C — Professional conduct requires acknowledging the client warmly and naturally without disclosing 

any session-specific information from the first studio relationship. Introducing her to other staff, 

pretending not to recognize her, and reporting to the first studio all fail the dual standards of 

professionalism and client confidentiality. 

 

47. A — When the top hip dips toward the carriage as the leg lifts, the lateral trunk on the weight-bearing 

side has failed to maintain the pelvic position. This is lateral trunk stabilization failure — the same type 

of compensation seen in side-lying hip abduction on the mat. The hip should remain stacked throughout 

the lift. 

 

48. D — Teaser II introduces asymmetric loading: the trunk must balance against the extended single leg 

while resisting the tendency to rotate or list toward that leg. This creates a greater asymmetric stabilization 
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demand than the bilateral Teaser I. The abdominal and hip flexor demand may actually be similar, but the 

lateral and rotational challenge is greater. 

 

49. C — Cueing effectiveness is judged by client response. When external-focus cues consistently produce 

the desired movement quality, the teacher should continue using them for this client. Forcing a transition 

to internal-focus cueing, alternating equally, or using only anatomical language would all override what 

is demonstrably effective for this learner. 

 

50. B — Spring count in Pilates stance footwork follows the same convention as all other footwork foot 

positions: 3 to 4 springs (heavy resistance). The foot position changes the hip recruitment pattern but does 

not change the fundamental loading principle. Lighter springs for footwork would underload the large 

lower-extremity muscle groups. 

 

51. A — While skin changes are outside the Pilates scope of diagnosis, a teacher who has observed a 

potential visual change has a professional and human responsibility to mention the observation and 

recommend the client seek professional evaluation. Saying nothing, documenting without informing, and 

providing skincare advice would all be inappropriate responses. 

 

52. D — The Down Stretch is a kneeling plank exercise in which the carriage moves, creating a trunk 

stabilization and spinal extension demand. The primary training value is sustaining trunk integrity and 

spinal extension in a dynamic kneeling plank position against spring resistance. Hamstring stretch, upper-

body push, and hip flexor lengthening are not the defining purposes. 

 

53. B — A low-grade fever (99.4°F) combined with fatigue and sore throat is a systemic illness 

presentation. Exercising with active illness can worsen symptoms, compromise recovery, and in a studio 

setting, expose the teacher and other clients to infection. The appropriate response is to reschedule, not to 

modify and proceed. 

 

54. C — The serratus anterior is the primary protractor of the scapula and holds the medial border of the 

scapula firmly against the posterior thorax during pushing movements. Without adequate serratus 

activation, the scapula wings away from the thorax. It is not primarily a shoulder rotator, clavicle elevator, 

or retractor. 

 

55. A — When sensitive health information has been inadvertently shared in a semi-private setting, the 

response must address both the documentation integrity and the structural protocol that will prevent 
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recurrence. Simply reminding both clients of confidentiality without changing the structure does not 

prevent the same situation from recurring. 

 

56. D — Full foot contact with the pedal throughout the press is required for proper Chair Footwork. A 

heel that rises before the press is complete indicates that plantar flexion or early forefoot loading is 

substituting for the intended full-foot press pattern. The heel rising at the midpoint is a compensation, not 

an appropriate transition. 

 

57. C — In classical Pilates, the "powerhouse" refers to the deep internal canister: the transverse abdominis 

anteriorly, the pelvic floor inferiorly, the multifidus posteriorly, and the diaphragm superiorly. This 

cylinder of deep muscles creates the internal pressure and stabilization that supports all movement. The 

superficial abdominals, lower extremity, and rib cage are all excluded from this specific definition. 

 

58. B — Long-term plateau benefits from variation: new exercises, modified parameters, or new apparatus 

introduce novel demands that prevent adaptation stagnation. Maintaining identical sessions, reducing 

frequency, and uniform resistance increases are all insufficient responses to the specific challenge of 

plateau. 

 

59. D — During Hip Circles, the circling legs create a significant rotational destabilizing force on the 

trunk. The deep abdominal canister must work isometrically to maintain the V-balance position against 

this force. The hip flexors, adductors, and gluteus medius contribute to the leg motion but are not the 

primary stabilization answer. 

 

60. A — A schedule of six consecutive sessions without breaks raises legitimate concerns about teaching 

quality, attentiveness, and safety. The appropriate professional response is to address it constructively with 

the studio owner, proposing solutions rather than accepting silently, canceling unilaterally, or 

documenting resentment afterward. 

 

61. C — Below approximately 60 degrees of hip flexion, the piriformis is an external rotator of the hip. 

Above 90 degrees of flexion, it transitions toward internal rotation. In standard neutral hip position during 

standing and most Pilates exercises, the piriformis functions as part of the external rotator group. 

 

62. B — Advancement to advanced work must be systematic and criterion-based, not driven by experience 

length or client preference. For each advanced exercise or apparatus configuration, the teacher assesses 

whether the prerequisites — foundational control, strength, and sequencing — are reliably present before 

introducing the next level. 
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63. A — In a plank hold, the spine should be in neutral from head to heel. Lumbar sagging below neutral 

indicates the abdominals are not generating sufficient force to counteract gravity and hip flexor pull. This 

is a loss of neutral position, not an optimal or normal pattern. 

 

64. D — The Corkscrew's circling legs create a significant rotational and lever force that would displace 

the trunk if not resisted. The deep abdominal canister — particularly the transverse abdominis and obliques 

— must work continuously to resist this destabilization while the legs complete each circle. Hip abductors, 

cervical flexors, and erector spinae are not the primary answer. 

 

65. C — When a client arrives with established Pilates training from a respected source, the teacher's most 

professional response honors the prior work by identifying transferable skills and introduces the current 

approach gradually with explanation. Demanding immediate unlearning, deferring entirely, or refusing to 

teach are all pedagogically inappropriate responses. 

 

66. A — The Tendon Stretch requires the client to press the carriage back from a plank position with 

hands on the footbar and heels against the shoulder rests. The press engages the posterior chain — 

hamstrings, gluteals, and spinal extensors — to maintain the posterior body position against the spring 

resistance. The anterior chain, shoulder girdle, and cervical extensors are secondary. 

 

67. B — In the Backstroke, the arm pull-back that brings the arms alongside the body is produced by the 

latissimus dorsi and posterior deltoid contracting concentrically. The anterior muscles (pectoralis, anterior 

deltoid) would produce the opposite motion; the serratus and middle trapezius control scapular position 

but do not produce the primary arm extension. 

 

68. D — Providing referrals is appropriate and professionally collegial when done honestly. The teacher 

should refer based on reasonable belief in the trainer's qualifications and without misrepresenting 

credentials. Refusing all referrals, requiring fees, or referring without any consideration for qualifications 

would all be professionally inappropriate responses. 

 

69. C — During Leg Circles in straps, the abdominals must stabilize the pelvis and lumbar spine 

isometrically against the lever force and rotational destabilization created by the circling legs. The springs 

in the straps provide resistance; the abdominals' job is to prevent that force from translating into pelvic or 

lumbar movement. 
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70. A — When the thoracic spine remains rigid during the Short Box extension and only the lumbar spine 

extends, the extension motion is concentrated rather than distributed. This is a mobility or motor-control 

limitation in the thoracic spine. The other options misname the finding or normalize a compensation that 

should be addressed. 

 

71. B — Teaching a group of 15 new clients simultaneously when trained only for groups of up to five 

exceeds the teacher's demonstrated competence for that environment. The appropriate professional 

response communicates this limitation honestly and proposes a workable alternative — not silent 

compliance, covert management, or partial delegation. 

 

72. D — Group class readiness is a functional criterion: can the client perform the exercises correctly with 

minimal cueing, on their own? Session count, client preference, and cost considerations are not reliable or 

objective indicators of whether a client is ready for the reduced individual attention of group work. 

 

73. C — In side-lying exercises, the underlying leg anchors the pelvis to the surface and provides the 

stable base from which the upper leg works. The lower leg is not the working leg, not purely passive, and 

does not produce trunk rotation; it grounds the pelvis so the working leg above can perform its task without 

destabilizing the base. 

 

74. A — This cue uses both imagery ("feel your sit bones heavy") and proprioceptive direction ("spine 

grows tall out of your pelvis") to produce axial elongation from a grounded pelvic base. It is not correcting 

a specific observed compensation, not describing a starting position, and does not involve physical contact. 

It is a classic Pilates alignment and imagery cue. 

 

75. B — A client making inaccurate medical claims about outcomes creates professional and legal risk 

for the teacher. The appropriate response addresses the claim privately and directly with the client, 

correcting the misrepresentation clearly and explaining what the work can and cannot claim. Allowing the 

claim, posting disclaimers, or documenting without action would all be insufficient responses. 

 

76. C — Footwork at the start of a Pilates session serves as a warm-up for the hip and knee joints, 

establishes the client's breath pattern for the session, and gives the teacher the opportunity to observe the 

client's alignment, pelvic stability, and neuromuscular patterns in a supported supine position before 

progressing to more demanding work. 

 

77. D — The most accurate response acknowledges meaningful overlap while clearly distinguishing 

Pilates's defining characteristics: systematic spinal articulation, functional movement patterning, and 
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apparatus-based progressive load and feedback. Claiming equivalence, hierarchy, or apparatus-only 

distinction would all be inaccurate or incomplete. 

 

78. A — The starting position for Swimming should be a neutral or gently extended spine, not an extreme 

hyperextension. Excessive lumbar hyperextension before the work begins compresses the posterior 

lumbar structures (facets, posterior annulus) and increases the risk of pain and injury during the dynamic 

limb work that follows. 

 

79. B — For thoracic hyperkyphosis, the programming priority is extension-direction work to lengthen 

the anterior chest and strengthen the posterior thorax, scapular stabilization exercises to counteract 

protracted shoulder posture, and avoidance of exercises that reinforce or deepen the existing kyphosis. 

Deep flexion, heavy rotation, and loaded forward bending would all worsen the pattern. 

 

80. C — The ligamentum flavum connects the laminae of adjacent vertebrae and resists excessive spinal 

flexion through its passive elastic tension. This is its primary structural function. Anterior shear resistance 

is the role of the anterior longitudinal ligament; lateral bending resistance involves the intertransverse 

ligaments; the sacroiliac ligaments stabilize the sacroiliac joint. 

 

81. D — When a colleague is consistently breaching client confidentiality, the appropriate professional 

response is a private, direct conversation that identifies the ethical obligation clearly. Public confrontation 

is unprofessional; notifying clients violates the colleague relationship; silence perpetuates the breach and 

models complicity. 

 

82. A — Continuing education is valuable when applied within scope to appropriate clients. Immediately 

advertising a new specialization without additional clinical supervision, teaching the content to all clients 

indiscriminately, or waiting for administrative approval would all misapply or underutilize the new 

knowledge inappropriately. 

 

83. B — In the Reformer Front Splits, the back leg's hip extends as the carriage moves out, lengthening 

the hip flexors and anterior thigh (rectus femoris, iliopsoas) of that leg. This is the primary stretch created 

by the exercise. The front leg's hamstrings and the adductors are involved secondarily, but the defining 

stretch is in the back leg's anterior hip. 

 

84. C — Gripping the shoulder rests with the legs during supine strap work indicates the client is using a 

bracing strategy rather than trusting the spring resistance and abdominal control to manage the load. The 
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cue to release and re-establish foot connection on the carriage redirects the client to appropriate active 

stabilization. 

 

85. D — The Jackknife is an inversion supported on the upper thoracic spine and shoulders — not the 

lumbar spine. When the lumbar bears the inversion load, the exercise is not being performed in its intended 

form and the risk of lumbar compression and strain is significantly elevated. The thoracic region must 

bear the weight. 

 

86. A — Bilateral contraction of the quadratus lumborum stabilizes the lateral position of the lumbar spine 

(preventing lateral bending and providing lateral stiffness) and anchors the 12th rib during forced 

expiration. It does not produce anterior tilt, sagittal flexion, or hip extension, all of which involve different 

attachment structures. 

 

87. C — "Don't let your ribs pop open" directly addresses the compensation of rib flare — a loss of trunk 

integrity in which the lower rib cage elevates and separates from the trunk during the pushing effort. This 

is a load-management compensation where the spine hyperextends or the anterior abdominal wall loses 

tension against the resistance. 

 

88. B — Observable signs of depression in a client are outside the Pilates scope of treatment but not 

outside the scope of compassionate human response. The appropriate action expresses genuine care, gently 

suggests professional support, and continues the Pilates work within scope. Excessive enthusiasm, 

psychiatric referral with session suspension, or administrative reporting all mishandle the situation. 

 

89. D — During the crossing phase of the Boomerang overhead position, the legs create a rotational load 

that must be resisted by the trunk. The abdominals function as stabilizers — preventing the rotation from 

destabilizing the trunk position — rather than producing or controlling the leg motion. The distinction 

between stabilization and control is precise here. 

 

90. A — Pilates breathing emphasizes three-dimensional lateral rib cage expansion (the "accordion" or 

"lateral breathing" approach) to maintain deep canister activation while breathing. This contrasts with 

yoga's frequent emphasis on diaphragmatic relaxation breathing where the belly rises. Pilates avoids belly 

breathing because it can disengage the deep abdominal canister. 

 

91. C — When the trunk lists toward the working leg during the Reformer Tree, the lateral trunk stabilizers 

on the opposite side have failed to maintain a centered trunk position. This is a common compensation 
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pattern when the hip is loaded in flexion. The trunk should remain upright and balanced throughout the 

Tree exercise. 

92. B — In the Long Spine Massage, the legs in straps move through an inverted pattern and the spring 

configuration provides mechanical assistance due to the body's position relative to the springs. The lighter 

resistance compared to Footwork reflects the assisted nature of the inverted leg work rather than reduced 

demand. The springs support rather than resist through parts of the range. 

93. D — An athletic client who forces through exercises with raw muscular power needs breath 

coordination, imagery-based articulation cues, and reduced tempo to break the substitution pattern. 

Reducing resistance, eliminating articulatory exercises, or adding complexity without addressing the 

sequencing all bypass the root issue of using strength to override the movement quality. 

94. A — The professional standard requires completing the session with full attention and care regardless 

of personal circumstances. The client's safety and session quality are the teacher's responsibility until the 

session ends. Ending immediately, disclosing personal distress, or stepping out while the client continues 

all fail the professional standard. 

95. C — The Pilates teacher's role in post-rehabilitation work is to design and deliver programming within 

the parameters established by the PT's clinical recommendations. The PT makes clinical assessments and 

sets exercise boundaries; the Pilates teacher operates within those boundaries. Equivalent authority, 

independent diagnosis, and independent treatment are all outside the teacher's scope. 

96. B — Acknowledging the client's independent motivation is appropriate, and providing suitable Mat 

adaptations with clear cues makes home practice safer and more effective. Discouraging all home practice, 

providing a written resistance-band protocol without verification, and recommending equipment purchase 

would all be less helpful responses. 

97. A — The Reformer Running exercise focuses on ankle mobility and eccentric calf control through the 

alternating heel drop under spring load and the controlled push-through return. This is its defining training 

purpose — distinct from footwork's bilateral lower-body strength emphasis or single-leg exercises' 

stabilization focus. 

98. D — Surgical decisions are medical decisions that belong to the client's medical team. The Pilates 

teacher's appropriate response acknowledges the question's importance, clearly identifies it as outside 

scope, and encourages thorough discussion with the medical team. Providing opinions, recommending 

alternatives, or directing the consultation process would all constitute practicing outside scope. 

99. C — In the Side Plank position, the primary stabilization demand is on the weight-bearing lateral trunk 

— specifically the quadratus lAumborum and oblique complex on the underside maintaining the lateral 

trunk stiffness that keeps the pelvis elevated. Hip abductors, biceps, and adductors contribute secondarily 

but are not the primary answer. 

100. B — A persistent compensation requires consistent, patient cueing over time. The appropriate 

response is to continue addressing it each session with verbal and imagery cues while monitoring for any 
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improvement. Discontinuing the exercise, accepting the compensation as anatomical, or applying manual 

correction at every repetition would all fail the appropriate teaching response. 

101. D — Confidentiality obligations apply equally to all clients regardless of their public or celebrity 

status. Providing a testimonial — even without naming the individual directly — risks disclosure and 

violates the confidentiality that the professional relationship requires. The only appropriate response is to 

decline entirely. 

102. A — The Boomerang requires reliable execution of its component skills: sequential rolling, inversion 

control, open-leg balance, and return. Assessing whether the client can perform the Roll Up, Rolling Like 

a Ball, Open Leg Rocker, and basic inversion patterns with control is the appropriate prerequisite 

evaluation. Session count, apparatus sequencing, and flexibility alone are insufficient criteria. 

103. C — Shoulder rests are positioning structures that prevent the client from sliding toward the head 

end of the carriage when the springs resist the client's outward press. They hold the body's position on the 

carriage against the spring tension. They are not resistance structures, head supports, or cervical 

positioning aids. 

104. B — In the Reach-Up variation, the spine should be in a tall, open extension as the arms reach 

overhead. When the ribcage collapses toward the thighs, the tall-spine position required by this variation 

has been lost. This is not a C-curve (which is Round, not Reach-Up), a lateral reach, or a normal 

compensatory response. 

105. D — With the client's clear consent and the observer's understanding of the purpose, having a family 

member observe can be appropriate. The key conditions are: the client consents, the observer understands 

the session is focused on the client's learning, and the teacher maintains full professional conduct 

throughout. 

106. C — The Pilates principle of whole-body movement holds that peripheral motion — in the arms and 

legs — originates from and is integrated with core activation. Exercises are not designed for isolation, the 

arms and legs do not work independently from the trunk, and breath and trunk engagement are coordinated 

with, not separated from, limb movement. 

107. A — Professional integrity requires delivering the session the client needs based on evidence-based 

teaching principles, regardless of the teacher's personal preferences. Integrating unsolicited personal 

philosophy, disclosing disagreement, or refusing to teach until resolved would all prioritize the teacher's 

preferences over the client's needs. 

108. B — At 6 weeks, the client has not yet had obstetric care and the teacher has no medical information 

to guide the session. The appropriate response is to recommend the obstetric appointment urgently while 

proceeding very conservatively in the current session. Full sessions, discharge, and specialized first-

trimester programming without clearance are all inappropriate. 

109. D — The rectus abdominis, running vertically from the pubic symphysis to the sternum, produces 

sagittal spinal flexion when contracting bilaterally with the pelvis stabilized. It does not produce rotation 
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(that is the obliques' role), lateral bending, or posterior pelvic tilt in isolation. Its primary action is spinal 

flexion. 

110. A — Using client photographs for public marketing requires explicit written consent that specifies 

what platforms the images will be used on and for what purposes. Implicit consent from being in a public 

studio, neck-down photographs, or group-versus-individual distinctions do not meet the informed-consent 

standard for marketing use. 

111. C — In the cognitive stage, the client is consciously learning the movement and needs clear 

instructions, demonstration, and focused feedback on the most critical correction. Too many concurrent 

cues overwhelm the cognitive learning process; only tactile cueing is insufficient; and detailed anatomy 

lectures delay motor learning. 

112. B — The Long Box Breaststroke's primary training value is the coordinated activation of the posterior 

chain — spinal extensors, posterior shoulder, and gluteals — combined with the arm circle during trunk 

extension. This integration of upper and lower posterior chain with movement coordination defines the 

exercise. Shoulder flexibility, hip flexor lengthening, and isolated scapular retraction do not capture the 

full purpose. 

113. D — When the pelvis rotates posteriorly during a side-lying leg press, either hip flexor shortness is 

preventing the hip from fully extending without pelvic compensation, or pelvic control has been lost 

during the press. This is a compensation, not optimal or normal positioning. The posterior rotation 

indicates the hip extension demand has exceeded the available range without compensation. 

114. A — Control Balance requires the client to be overhead, balanced on one leg that is raised toward 

vertical while the other leg reaches toward the mat. The prerequisite work includes reliable Roll Over, 

Jackknife, and controlled inversion returns. Session count, Cadillac sequencing, and shoulder flexibility 

alone are insufficient criteria for this complex inversion. 

115. C — The strap-based leg work allows the hip to move through its full available range of motion in 

all planes — flexion, extension, abduction, adduction, and rotation — unconstrained by the footbar. The 

footbar fixes the foot position; the straps allow free multi-directional hip movement. The resistance, 

pressing demand, and eccentric return characteristics are different but not the primary answer. 

116. D — The intake assessment is not about experience level; it is about current health status, 

contraindications, and safety parameters that must be established before any session begins. Prior Pilates 

experience does not substitute for current health history. Skipping or abbreviating the intake compromises 

the teacher's ability to design a safe and appropriate session. 

117. B — Video recording for home practice is a reasonable request that can be accommodated with the 

client's written acknowledgment that the recording will be used only for personal practice and not shared 

publicly. Agreeing without conditions, declining for liability reasons, and requiring a copy for the teacher 

are all disproportionate responses. 

118. A — During Cadillac Leg Spring work, the spring-loaded straps create a significant lever force on 

the pelvis and lumbar spine as the legs move. The primary function of the deep abdominals throughout 
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this work is to stabilize the pelvis and lumbar spine against that lever force — preventing anterior tilt, 

posterior tilt, and lateral displacement as the legs move. 

119. C — Asymmetric rolling in Rolling Like a Ball is not normal; it indicates a lateral imbalance in 

spinal mobility or trunk-stabilizer strength. Rolling consistently to the left suggests the right side may be 

stiffer or less mobile. This is an observable finding that should be noted and addressed in the programming. 

120. D — An elite athlete's physical capacity can be channeled into Pilates's precision, sequencing, and 

coordination demands — which are genuinely challenging for highly conditioned individuals. The 

appropriate response designs a session that uses the athlete's capacity while directing it toward the specific 

quality demands of the work, rather than dismissing or abandoning the Pilates approach. 

121. B — Neutral spine refers to the position in which the natural curves of the spine are maintained as 

they occur in the individual — neither exaggerated nor flattened. This means the lumbar lordosis, thoracic 

kyphosis, and cervical lordosis are all present and neither artificially increased nor reduced. It is not a flat 

spine, a posterior tilt, or a maximal extension position. 

122. A — Professional standards apply equally to returning clients as to new ones. The appropriate 

response welcomes the client back with the same intake protocol and professional standards, including a 

full health history update, as any returning client would receive. Prior relationship does not reduce the 

intake obligation. 

123. C — When a studio introduces a new documentation system, the professional response is to learn it, 

transition all records into it, and maintain consistent documentation standards. Continuing parallel 

systems, restricting the new system to new clients, or delegating documentation to an administrator would 

all compromise documentation integrity. 

124. D — The Reformer Chest Expansion is designed to develop posterior shoulder strength (through the 

arm pull-back), scapular stabilization (through the adduction of the shoulder blades during the pull), and 

spinal extension (through the thoracic opening that accompanies the arm pull). Hip flexor endurance, 

thoracic flexion, and anterior shoulder strength are not the primary training targets. 

125. B — When the thoracic spine descends as a single rigid unit during the Roll Down rather than 

sequentially bone by bone, segmental articulation is lost in the thoracic region. The thorax is moving as a 

block rather than through sequential inter-vertebral motion. This is a significant and common 

compensation that the teacher should address through cueing and, if needed, by modifying the demand. 

 

 


