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PRACTICE EXAM 8: ASE L3 

SIMULATION (45 Questions) 
 

 

Time Limit: 2 hours | Passing target: 80% or higher on simulation practice 

 

 

1. During the first few charge cycles of a lithium-ion cell, a microscopic protective layer forms on the 

anode surface. This layer is called the: 

 

A. Cathode passivation film, formed by lithium ions reacting with the positive electrode material 

B. Coulombic boundary layer, which directly determines the cell's discharge rate capability rating 

C. Calendar aging deposit, which accumulates over time even when the cell is not being used 

D. Solid electrolyte interphase (SEI), formed by electrolyte decomposition on the anode surface 

 

2. A 2025 model EV is advertised as using a "NACS" charging connector. NACS refers to: 

 

A. National Automotive Charging Standard, a voluntary specification developed by SAE for new vehicles 

B. Nominal Adaptive Charging System, an electrical standard for managing utility grid load demand 

C. North American Charging Standard, the connector developed by Tesla and now adopted industry-wide 

D. Network Authentication and Charging Service, a software protocol for billing at public charging 

stations 

 

3. When an electric drive motor operates above its base speed, the inverter applies "field weakening" 

control. The purpose of field weakening is to: 

 

A. Reduce the magnetic flux on cold mornings when battery acceptance current is limited 

B. Protect the motor windings from overheating during sustained high-load driving conditions 
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C. Counteract the rotor's permanent magnet field, allowing motor speed above base speed 

D. Increase available torque output when the vehicle climbs a steep grade at low road speed 

 

4. The on-board charger (OBC) in a plug-in hybrid or electric vehicle is responsible for: 

 

A. Routing DC fast-charging current directly from the charging station to the HV battery pack 

B. Converting AC power from a Level 1 or Level 2 source to DC at the battery voltage 

C. Operating the contactors that connect the HV battery to the inverter during driving operation 

D. Maintaining the 12V battery charge when the vehicle is parked and plugged into a charging station 

 

5. A 2023 Type-2 hybrid uses a 1.8-liter four-cylinder engine in a vehicle that previously used a 2.4-liter 

engine without hybrid assist. The reason for the smaller engine displacement is: 

 

A. The smaller engine fits the same engine bay as the conventional unit it replaced 

B. The motor-generator supplements torque during acceleration, allowing engine sizing for cruise loads 

C. The smaller engine produces less heat, eliminating the need for an engine cooling system 

D. The hybrid transmission requires less mechanical input than a conventional automatic transmission 

 

6. A customer is leaving the country for several months and asks how to store their EV. The technician 

should recommend storing the vehicle: 

 

A. Fully charged to maximum SOC, plugged in continuously to maintain pack health during the absence 

B. Fully discharged to minimum SOC to prevent any risk of thermal runaway during the storage period 

C. At approximately 50–60% state of charge, in a cool location, unplugged from the charger entirely 

D. With the manual service disconnect removed, in a cool location, with no charge cycling at all 

 

7. Technician A says CHAdeMO and CCS are two different DC fast-charging standards that use different 

physical connectors. Technician B says a vehicle equipped with a CCS inlet cannot accept charging from 

a CHAdeMO station without an adapter. Who is correct? 
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A. Technician A only 

B. Both Technician A and Technician B 

C. Technician B only 

D. Neither Technician A nor Technician B 

 

8. A characteristic of permanent magnet motors that does not occur in induction motors is "cogging 

torque." Cogging torque is: 

 

A. The motor's tendency to coast when electrical power is removed during normal driving conditions 

B. The maximum stall torque the motor can produce at zero RPM under full inverter command 

C. The smooth, ripple-free torque profile that PM motors are specifically designed to produce in operation 

D. The variation in torque output as the rotor's magnetic poles align with stator teeth 

 

9. A "brake-by-wire" system on an EV differs from a conventional hydraulic brake system in that: 

 

A. The brake pedal sends an electronic signal to a controller, which actuates the brakes electronically 

B. The pedal still pumps hydraulic fluid directly to the calipers as in conventional brake systems 

C. The system uses compressed air rather than hydraulic fluid as the actuation medium for braking 

D. The driver must manually engage a parking brake to provide any meaningful braking force at speed 

 

10. An EV that has accumulated very low mileage over five years shows reduced battery capacity 

compared to its original specification. The capacity loss is most accurately described as: 

 

A. Calendar aging, which proceeds with time at rates influenced by temperature and storage SOC 

B. Cycle aging, which depends on the number of charge and discharge cycles the pack experiences 

C. Coulombic decay, which occurs whenever a pack is exposed to ambient atmospheric conditions 

D. Lithium plating, which develops only during aggressive DC fast charging at the rated maximum 

 

11. The Y-capacitors connected between an inverter's HV bus and the chassis serve to: 
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A. Provide additional capacitance to the DC link beyond what the main capacitor alone can supply 

B. Store energy during regenerative braking events to reduce the demand placed on the HV battery 

C. Increase the inverter's switching frequency by stabilizing the gate drive supply rail voltage 

D. Filter common-mode electromagnetic noise from the HV bus to chassis ground for EMC compliance 

 

12. A Type-2 hybrid does not contain a conventional belt-driven alternator. The function previously 

performed by the alternator is now performed by: 

 

A. The DC/DC converter, which steps down HV bus voltage to charge the 12V auxiliary battery 

B. The motor-generator (MG2), which drives the wheels and the 12V system simultaneously 

C. The on-board charger, which supplies 12V power whenever the vehicle is connected to a charging 

station 

D. The HV battery, which directly supplies 12V loads through a dedicated low-voltage tap connection 

 

13. Most modern BEVs use a single-speed reduction gearset between the drive motor and the wheels, 

rather than a multi-speed transmission. The reason a single-speed reduction is acceptable in a BEV is: 

 

A. BEVs are restricted to low-speed urban driving where multiple gear ratios provide minimal benefit 

B. The drive motor cannot tolerate the mechanical shock loads imposed by a shifting transmission 

C. Electric motors produce useful torque from zero RPM across a wide speed range, eliminating shift 

needs 

D. A multi-speed transmission would interfere with regenerative braking by limiting motor speed during 

decel 

 

14. The term "1C rate" applied to a 60 kWh battery pack refers to: 

 

A. A charge or discharge current that would fully charge or discharge the pack in one hour 

B. The maximum continuous current the pack can deliver before triggering a current limit fault 

C. The internal resistance of one complete cell measured under one ampere of test load current 

D. The cell's nominal voltage measured at exactly one degree Celsius above ambient temperature 
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15. HV battery contactors are specified as "DC contactors" rather than "AC contactors." The primary 

reason a DC-rated contactor is required is: 

 

A. AC contactors cost more than DC contactors for the same voltage and current rating in production 

B. DC contactors are smaller in physical size for the same voltage and current rating as AC contactors 

C. AC contactors operate at higher voltages than DC contactors of equivalent size and current rating 

D. DC current has no natural zero-crossing, making arc extinction more difficult than for AC contactors 

 

16. A 2020 hybrid uses R-1234yf refrigerant in its air-conditioning system instead of R-134a. The primary 

reason for the change in refrigerant is: 

 

A. R-1234yf delivers significantly more cooling capacity per pound of refrigerant than R-134a does 

B. R-1234yf is less expensive to manufacture than R-134a, reducing the vehicle's overall service cost 

C. R-1234yf is compatible with the higher operating pressures used by hybrid electric A/C compressors 

D. R-1234yf has a significantly lower global warming potential than R-134a does under EPA regulations 

 

17. Some lithium-ion battery cells include an internal current interrupt device (CID) or fusible element at 

the cell level. The purpose of this internal protection is to: 

 

A. Disconnect the cell from the BMS communication bus if a voltage measurement fault occurs 

B. Provide an additional terminal for connecting the BMS voltage sense wiring during pack assembly 

C. Open the cell's internal circuit if internal pressure or current rises above a safe threshold value 

D. Reduce the cell's internal resistance under high-discharge loads to prevent excessive voltage sag 

 

18. An on-board charger (OBC) typically includes a power factor correction (PFC) stage. The purpose of 

PFC is to: 

 

A. Reduce the on-board charger's audible noise during charging by smoothing internal switching transients 

B. Adapt the OBC to different AC line voltages (120V or 240V) without manual selector switches 

anywhere 
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C. Make the AC current drawn from the grid sinusoidal and in phase with voltage, reducing apparent 

power 

D. Provide electrical isolation between the AC grid and the HV battery to maintain isolation safety 

 

19. A drive motor efficiency map shows peak efficiency in a specific zone of torque and speed. The peak 

efficiency zone of a typical hybrid drive motor falls at: 

 

A. Maximum torque at maximum motor speed, where the inverter is operating at its highest output 

B. Zero torque at zero motor speed, where electrical losses are minimal because no current flows 

C. Maximum torque at zero motor speed, where the motor produces its highest possible output power 

D. Moderate torque at moderate speed, where iron losses and copper losses are both at low levels 

 

20. A 2022 hybrid engine uses a liquid-cooled EGR cooler in addition to the standard EGR valve. The 

primary purpose of cooling the recirculated exhaust gas is to: 

 

A. Increase the mass of EGR that can be added without raising combustion temperature excessively 

B. Prevent the EGR valve from sticking due to thermal expansion during prolonged high-temperature 

operation 

C. Reduce the exhaust manifold temperature by directing some hot gases through the engine cooling 

system 

D. Increase exhaust gas density before it enters the catalytic converter, improving conversion efficiency 

 

21. A technician sees a BMS DTC indicating that lithium plating has occurred in the HV battery. Lithium 

plating is most likely to develop when: 

 

A. The cell is fully discharged and stored at low SOC for extended periods at warm temperatures 

B. The cell sits at moderate SOC at room temperature without charging or discharging for months 

C. The cell experiences vibration from rough roads, breaking up the SEI layer at the anode surface 

D. The cell is charged at high current while cold, depositing metallic lithium on the anode surface 
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22. A current-generation EV inverter uses silicon carbide MOSFETs for its switching devices instead of 

IGBTs. Compared to IGBTs, MOSFETs have: 

 

A. Lower switching speed but higher current capability at the same package size and thermal management 

B. Lower conduction losses at light load and faster switching speed than IGBTs of similar voltage rating 

C. Higher gate threshold voltages, simplifying the gate drive circuitry needed to control the device 

D. Higher continuous current ratings at the same chip area, reducing the number of devices needed per 

phase 

 

23. Some EV drive applications use a synchronous reluctance motor (SynRM) instead of an interior 

permanent magnet (IPM) motor. The major advantage of a SynRM over an IPM motor is: 

 

A. Higher peak torque output per unit motor mass for the same rated power and voltage class 

B. Lower noise output and vibration during operation because the rotor produces minimal cogging torque 

C. No rare-earth permanent magnets are required, eliminating supply chain risk and reducing the cost 

D. Higher efficiency at all operating points including peak power, cruise, and zero-speed conditions 

 

24. Some EVs automatically engage cabin air recirculation mode at low ambient temperatures. The 

energy-management reason for this strategy is: 

 

A. To prevent the cabin air filter from clogging quickly with outside dust during cold-weather driving 

B. To reduce HVAC energy consumption by reheating already-warm cabin air rather than cold outside air 

C. To protect the heat pump from frost buildup that would otherwise form during cold outside-air 

operation 

D. To prevent fogging of the windows by limiting moisture intake from cold humid outside air sources 

 

25. An inverter uses precision shunt resistors to measure motor phase currents instead of Hall-effect 

sensors. The primary advantage of shunt sensors compared to Hall sensors is: 

 

A. Better accuracy at low currents and lower drift over temperature changes during operation 
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B. Reduced cost because shunt resistors are significantly less expensive than Hall-effect ICs 

C. Galvanic isolation between the measurement circuit and the high-current motor phases inherently 

D. Higher current-handling capability that allows the sensor to handle full inverter peak current safely 

 

26. The term "equalization" in NiMH battery service and the term "balancing" in lithium-ion battery 

service refer to similar processes. Both are intended to: 

 

A. Reset the BMS state-of-charge estimation to zero before performing additional service work on the 

pack 

B. Verify that the pack's contactors are functioning correctly under both energized and de-energized 

conditions 

C. Bring the voltage of individual cells or modules into agreement with each other across the pack 

D. Restore aged cells to their original capacity by applying a deep-discharge then full-recharge cycle 

 

27. A "smart charger" that adjusts charging current based on the home's overall electrical load uses what 

type of input to make its decisions? 

 

A. A current transformer (CT) installed on the home's main service feed measuring total household 

demand 

B. A communication link to the local utility that sends real-time grid frequency and voltage to the charger 

C. A GPS receiver that allows the charger to schedule charging during off-peak utility hours automatically 

D. An accelerometer that detects when the vehicle has been parked and signals the charger to begin 

charging 

 

28. A modern hybrid engine uses variable valve timing (VVT) on the intake camshaft to: 

 

A. Adjust the timing of fuel injection events to optimize combustion across all engine operating conditions 

B. Switch the engine between Atkinson-cycle (late intake closing) and Otto-cycle behavior as conditions 

change 

C. Reduce valve train wear by limiting the maximum lift and duration of intake valves at high engine 

speeds 
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D. Synchronize the camshaft to the motor-generator rotation during electric-only vehicle operation modes 

 

29. A 2022 hybrid customer asks whether the brake lights illuminate during regenerative braking when 

the brake pedal is not pressed. The technician should explain that brake lights: 

 

A. Never activate during regenerative braking because no brake pedal input is occurring during regen 

B. Activate when regenerative deceleration exceeds a defined threshold to alert following traffic 

C. Activate continuously whenever the vehicle is in motion to maintain visibility under all conditions 

D. Activate only when the friction brakes are actually engaged through hydraulic pressure application 

 

30. An aging hybrid battery pack has one module that is significantly weaker than the others. The most 

cost-effective service approach is generally to: 

 

A. Replace the specific weak module with a refurbished module of similar age and capacity to the others 

B. Replace the entire battery pack with a brand-new pack, regardless of the condition of remaining 

modules 

C. Bypass the weak module by jumpering around it, allowing the remaining modules to carry the full load 

D. Apply a series of deep discharge and recharge cycles to recondition the weak module to its original 

capacity 

 

31. A "steer-by-wire" system on a new EV differs from electric power steering (EPS) in that steer-by-

wire: 

 

A. Eliminates the mechanical connection between the steering wheel and the steering rack assembly 

B. Uses an electric motor to provide steering assist while retaining a mechanical column connection 

C. Requires the driver to operate the vehicle's brakes simultaneously to maintain steering control input 

D. Operates only at speeds below 25 mph due to current safety regulations affecting steering systems 

 

32. An inverter design includes common-mode chokes on its three-phase output cables to the motor. These 

chokes: 



10 

 

A. Provide additional motor inductance, smoothing the motor current waveform at low operating speeds 

B. Limit the maximum continuous current the inverter can deliver to the motor during extreme acceleration 

C. Step down the inverter's PWM voltage to a level that better matches the motor's rated voltage 

D. Suppress common-mode currents that would otherwise flow through bearings or the chassis ground 

 

33. A high-performance EV drive unit includes a small cooler that circulates transmission fluid through a 

heat exchanger. The purpose of this cooler is to: 

 

A. Pre-warm the drive unit fluid during cold-weather operation to reduce parasitic friction losses early on 

B. Filter contaminants from the drive unit fluid using a magnetic element built into the cooler housing 

C. Manage drive unit fluid temperature during sustained high-load operation such as towing or track use 

D. Mix fresh fluid into the system continuously to compensate for fluid breakdown over service intervals 

 

34. A technician is reviewing the CAN bus messages between the BMS and the HV-ECU. Which of the 

following is the BMS most likely transmitting? 

 

A. The position of each contactor as determined by mechanical position sensors on the relay assemblies 

B. The exact chemistry composition of each cell measured continuously by internal chemical sensors 

C. Calibration data for the inverter's gate drive timing parameters across the operating temperature range 

D. Pack voltage, current, SOC, SOH, and temperature data for vehicle control and driver display systems 

 

35. A lithium-ion battery being charged enters constant-voltage (CV) mode after the constant-current (CC) 

phase ends. During the CV phase: 

 

A. The current and voltage both increase steadily until the pack reaches its absolute maximum SOC value 

B. The voltage is held constant while the current tapers down as the pack approaches full charge state 

C. The current is held constant while the voltage decreases to maintain the desired charge rate over time 

D. Both current and voltage cycle on and off rapidly to balance individual cells across the entire pack 
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36. A Type-1 "micro-hybrid" uses an auto-stop/start system to shut off the engine at traffic lights. The 

12V battery in a Type-1 vehicle is typically: 

 

A. A standard flooded lead-acid battery identical to those used in conventional non-hybrid vehicle starting 

B. An AGM or enhanced flooded battery designed to handle the increased cycling from frequent engine 

restarts 

C. A lithium iron phosphate (LFP) battery that shares chemistry with the HV traction battery system 

D. A nickel-metal hydride battery sized for the higher peak current draw of repeated engine starting events 

 

37. Compared to a conventional internal combustion engine of the same peak power output, an electric 

drive motor typically: 

 

A. Weighs more than the equivalent engine but takes up less physical space inside the engine compartment 

B. Has the same mass and similar packaging dimensions to the engine it replaces in hybrid applications 

C. Weighs less and is more compact than the equivalent engine, offering better power-to-mass ratio overall 

D. Requires significantly more cooling system capacity than the equivalent engine to achieve full output 

 

38. A "first responder cutoff loop" on some EVs allows emergency personnel to: 

 

A. De-energize the HV bus by cutting a specifically marked loop, opening the main HV contactors 

B. Discharge the HV battery completely to zero volts within seconds of arriving at the scene of a crash 

C. Communicate with the OEM's call center to authorize emergency procedures on the damaged vehicle 

D. Identify the specific HV battery chemistry of the vehicle through a color-coded label system on the 

loop 

 

39. An EV designed for vehicle-to-home (V2H) operation differs from a standard EV in that its on-board 

charger: 

 

A. Operates at higher voltages than the on-board chargers used in non-V2H electric vehicle designs 

B. Contains bidirectional power electronics capable of inverting battery DC back to AC line power 
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C. Uses a different physical connector that prevents accidental use with conventional charging stations 

D. Requires the home's electrical panel to be modified before any vehicle-to-home operation can begin 

 

40. A 2023 EV uses an air suspension system with an electric compressor that draws power from the HV 

bus rather than the 12V system. The primary reason this design choice was made is: 

 

A. Air suspension compressors used in EVs cannot operate from 12V systems due to mechanical design 

limits 

B. The HV-driven compressor delivers higher air-mass flow with less current draw, supporting larger 

systems 

C. The 12V battery in an EV is much smaller than in a conventional vehicle and cannot support the load 

D. HV-driven compressors are required by federal safety regulations on vehicles with air suspension 

systems 

 

41. An EV drive motor produces a torque output that contains a small periodic variation as the rotor turns. 

This "torque ripple": 

 

A. Indicates an inverter fault that should be diagnosed before the vehicle is returned to the customer 

B. Is unique to permanent magnet motors and does not occur in induction motors used in EV applications 

C. Is a characteristic of all electric motors and is minimized through motor design and inverter control 

strategy 

D. Increases substantially with vehicle speed and is the primary cause of audible noise from electric drive 

units 

 

42. When a vehicle is charging from a Level 2 AC source compared to a DC fast charger, the location of 

the AC/DC conversion differs. During AC charging: 

 

A. The conversion occurs inside the vehicle's on-board charger, limiting the charging rate to OBC capacity 

B. The conversion occurs at the charging station, which delivers DC directly to the vehicle's battery pack 

C. No conversion is needed because the HV battery itself can accept AC current through dedicated AC 

contactors 
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D. The conversion occurs both at the station and inside the vehicle, doubling the available charging power 

output 

 

43. A BMS limits the usable SOC window of a lithium-ion HV battery to approximately 10% to 90% 

rather than allowing the pack to be cycled between 0% and 100%. This deliberate restriction is intended 

to: 

 

A. Reduce the cost of the BMS by avoiding the need for sensors that operate at extreme SOC values 

B. Allow the pack to fit into a smaller physical enclosure by reducing electrolyte volume requirements 

C. Comply with shipping regulations that require Li-ion packs to be transported below 30% state of charge 

D. Extend cycle life and prevent the cell stresses that accumulate at very high and very low SOC extremes 

 

44. Some hybrid systems include an electric auxiliary oil pump driven from the HV bus. The primary 

purpose of this auxiliary pump is to: 

 

A. Provide oil pressure to the engine bearings during cold starts before the mechanical pump warms up 

B. Replace the mechanical oil pump entirely, eliminating one belt-driven accessory from the engine 

C. Add additional oil pressure under high-load conditions when the mechanical pump cannot keep up 

alone 

D. Maintain oil pressure during auto-stop events when the mechanical pump is not turning the crankshaft 

 

45. A heat pump used for EV cabin heating reverses the direction of refrigerant flow compared to A/C 

operation. The valve responsible for reversing this flow is called a: 

 

A. Reversing valve (or four-way valve), which redirects refrigerant flow between heating and cooling 

modes 

B. Thermostatic expansion valve, which controls refrigerant flow rate based on evaporator outlet 

temperature 

C. Schrader valve, which provides a service port for checking system pressures during diagnostic 

procedures 

D. Solenoid bypass valve, which directs refrigerant around the compressor during shutdown sequences 



14 

 

PRACTICE EXAM 8 — ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. D — The solid electrolyte interphase (SEI) forms when electrolyte decomposes on the anode surface 

during the first few charge cycles, creating a passivation layer that prevents further electrolyte breakdown 

while still allowing lithium ions to pass. This layer is essential for cell stability — when damaged by 

aging, fast charging, or temperature extremes, capacity fade and accelerated degradation follow. 

2. C — NACS stands for North American Charging Standard, the connector Tesla originally developed 

for its Supercharger network and which has been adopted as SAE J3400 for industry-wide use. Most major 

OEMs are now shipping NACS-equipped vehicles or supplying CCS-to-NACS adapters so existing CCS 

owners can access the formerly Tesla-only fast-charging network. 

3. C — Field weakening injects a negative d-axis current that opposes the rotor's permanent magnet flux, 

reducing the effective back-EMF. Without this, the motor would be limited to "base speed" — the speed 

at which back-EMF equals available bus voltage. Field weakening extends the operating envelope into a 

constant-power region above base speed at the cost of reduced peak torque. 

4. B — The on-board charger (OBC) converts AC line power from a Level 1 or Level 2 source into DC 

at the appropriate battery voltage. The OBC's maximum power rating — typically 6.6 kW to 11 kW — 

sets the AC charging rate, which is why AC charging is much slower than DC fast charging where 

conversion happens at the station and bypasses the OBC entirely. 

5. B — In a hybrid, the engine only needs to supply the average power required for steady-state cruising; 

the motor-generator provides additional torque during acceleration when peak power is needed. This 

downsizing strategy lets the smaller engine operate closer to its peak efficiency point more often, 

improving overall fuel economy without sacrificing performance. 

6. C — Lithium-ion calendar aging is minimized at moderate state of charge in a cool environment. 

Storing at 100% SOC accelerates electrolyte oxidation at the cathode; storing at 0% risks copper 

dissolution from the anode. Roughly 50–60% SOC, cool location, and unplugged provides the best balance 

for storage over months. 

7. B — CHAdeMO and CCS are two physically and electrically distinct DC fast-charging standards 

developed in parallel. A CCS-equipped vehicle cannot connect to a CHAdeMO station (or vice versa) 

without an adapter. Both technician statements are factually correct. 

8. D — Cogging torque is the periodic torque variation produced as the rotor's permanent magnetic poles 

align with the stator's slot positions while the rotor turns. Induction motors have no permanent magnets, 

so they do not exhibit cogging torque. The phenomenon is most noticeable at rest or low speed and is 

minimized through pole/slot design choices. 

9. A — In a brake-by-wire system, the brake pedal acts as a sensor that sends an electronic signal to a 

controller, which then commands actuators (typically electrohydraulic or electromechanical) to apply 

braking force. There is no direct mechanical or hydraulic connection from the pedal to the caliper as in 

conventional systems — only an electronic signal. 



15 

 

10. A — Calendar aging proceeds based on elapsed time, storage temperature, and storage SOC rather 

than on usage. A low-mileage EV with reduced capacity has accumulated calendar aging — the cells 

degraded simply by sitting at whatever SOC and temperature conditions they were stored at, independent 

of charge cycling. 

11. D — Y-capacitors connect from each HV rail to chassis ground and filter common-mode 

electromagnetic noise that would otherwise radiate from the HV bus. They are required for EMC 

compliance and contribute to the isolation resistance reading during loss-of-isolation diagnosis because 

they create a defined capacitive path to chassis. 

12. A — The DC/DC converter performs the alternator's traditional role of charging the 12V system. It 

steps down HV bus voltage (typically 200-400V) to about 14V to charge the 12V auxiliary battery and 

supply 12V loads. This eliminates the belt-driven alternator entirely and reduces engine parasitic load. 

13. C — Electric motors produce useful torque from zero RPM and remain efficient across a wide speed 

range, making multiple gear ratios unnecessary for typical BEV duty. A single-speed reduction (typically 

7:1 to 10:1) provides the needed torque multiplication while keeping the drive unit simple, light, and 

reliable. 

14. A — The 1C rate is the current that would charge or discharge the pack's full nominal capacity in 

exactly one hour. For a 60 kWh pack at 400V (150 Ah nominal), 1C equals 150 amps. C-rate is 

independent of pack size and is the standard way to express charge or discharge rates relative to capacity. 

15. D — Alternating current crosses zero 100 or 120 times per second, providing many natural 

opportunities for an arc to extinguish when the contacts open. DC has no zero-crossings, so the arc must 

be quenched through other means (magnetic blowout, gas pressure, mechanical separation). This makes 

DC contactors physically larger and more complex than AC contactors at the same rating. 

16. D — R-1234yf has a global warming potential of about 4, compared to roughly 1,430 for R-134a. 

EPA regulations under SNAP, combined with international agreements, drove the industry transition to 

lower-GWP refrigerants in new vehicles. R-1234yf delivers similar cooling performance while meeting 

these regulatory targets. 

17. C — The Current Interrupt Device (CID) is a pressure-sensitive disk inside the cell that physically 

opens the internal electrical circuit if gas pressure or current exceeds a safe threshold. This is a last-line 

defense against thermal runaway and external short circuits, isolating the failing cell from the rest of the 

pack at the cell level itself. 

18. C — Power Factor Correction reshapes the input current drawn from the AC grid to be sinusoidal and 

in phase with line voltage. This reduces reactive power, harmonic distortion, and apparent power demand 

on the grid. PFC is required by IEC and UL standards above certain power levels for residential and 

commercial loads. 

19. D — Motor efficiency peaks at moderate torque and moderate speed because copper losses 

(proportional to current squared) dominate at high torque, while iron losses (proportional to frequency) 
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dominate at high speed. The "sweet spot" balances these competing losses, which is why hybrid 

powertrain control strategies target this efficiency region during steady cruise. 

20. A — Cooling the recirculated exhaust gas allows a larger mass of EGR to be added without raising 

peak combustion temperature into the NOx-formation regime. The reduced peak temperature also lowers 

thermal stress on engine components and supports the Atkinson cycle's efficiency benefits at part load. 

21. D — Lithium plating occurs when lithium ions cannot intercalate into the graphite anode quickly 

enough during charging — most commonly during high-rate charging at cold temperatures. The plated 

metallic lithium reduces capacity, increases internal resistance, and creates dendrites that can pierce the 

separator and cause an internal short, making plating a serious safety concern. 

22. B — Silicon carbide MOSFETs conduct as a pure resistance with no junction voltage drop, giving 

them lower conduction losses at light load than IGBTs (which carry a 2-3V Vce(sat) drop whenever 

conducting). They also switch much faster, reducing switching losses. Both advantages translate to higher 

inverter efficiency across the operating envelope. 

23. C — Synchronous reluctance motors produce torque purely through magnetic saliency in the rotor 

iron, with no permanent magnets required. This eliminates dependence on rare-earth materials 

(neodymium, dysprosium) whose supply is geographically concentrated and subject to price volatility. 

The trade-off is somewhat lower torque density than IPM motors. 

24. B — Recirculating already-warm cabin air requires far less energy to bring up to setpoint than heating 

cold outside air from scratch. EV control strategies use recirculation aggressively in cold weather to reduce 

HVAC energy consumption, which directly extends winter driving range — a critical concern because 

heating accounts for a significant share of EV cold-weather range loss. 

25. A — Shunt resistors provide excellent low-current accuracy and have very low drift over temperature 

compared to Hall-effect sensors, which suffer from offset drift and external magnetic interference. The 

trade-off is the need for an isolated amplifier downstream, but modern integrated solutions make this 

approach practical and increasingly common in production inverters. 

26. C — Both NiMH equalization and lithium-ion balancing bring individual cell or module voltages into 

agreement across the pack. Passive methods bleed charge from higher-voltage cells through resistors; 

active methods transfer charge from higher to lower cells. Without this process, the weakest cell would 

define the pack's usable capacity. 

27. A — A current transformer clamped around the home's main service feed measures total household 

current draw in real time. The smart charger uses this signal to throttle its own current so the combined 

load stays under the service capacity, allowing installation of high-power charging without an expensive 

service upgrade. 

28. B — Variable valve timing lets a modern hybrid engine switch between Atkinson-cycle behavior (late 

intake valve closing for efficiency) and Otto-cycle behavior (conventional valve timing for power) as 

operating conditions change. This dual-mode capability optimizes for fuel economy at light load and 

power output when needed at heavier loads. 
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29. B — Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 108 requires brake lights to illuminate when deceleration 

exceeds a specified threshold, regardless of whether the driver is pressing the brake pedal. Regenerative 

braking can produce significant deceleration without pedal input, so the vehicle automatically illuminates 

the brake lights to warn following traffic. 

30. A — Module-level replacement with a matched refurbished module restores pack capacity at a fraction 

of full-pack replacement cost. The replacement module should be similar in age and capacity to avoid 

creating new imbalance problems. Independent hybrid battery service shops specialize in this approach 

for older Type-2 vehicles where full-pack replacement is economically impractical. 

31. A — Steer-by-wire eliminates the mechanical column-to-rack connection entirely. The steering wheel 

becomes a sensor and feedback device, while a separate motor or motors actuate the rack based on 

electronic command. This enables variable steering ratios, reconfigurable controls, and packaging 

flexibility that mechanical steering cannot provide. 

32. D — Common-mode chokes suppress currents that flow in the same direction on all three motor phase 

wires simultaneously. These common-mode currents are induced by PWM switching and can flow 

through motor bearings (causing electrical erosion) or chassis ground (causing EMC issues). The chokes 

block this current path without affecting normal differential-mode phase operation. 

33. C — A drive unit fluid cooler manages fluid temperature during sustained high-load operation such 

as towing, climbing long grades, or track use. Without this cooler, fluid temperature would rise above the 

OEM specification, accelerating fluid degradation and risking damage to bearings, gears, and motor 

windings in the integrated unit. 

34. D — The BMS continuously transmits pack-level operating data — voltage, current, SOC, SOH, and 

temperature — to the vehicle's HV control module over the CAN bus. This data drives torque limiting, 

charge acceptance management, thermal control, and the SOC/range display shown to the driver. Reading 

these CAN messages is essential to BMS diagnosis. 

35. B — During the constant-voltage (CV) phase, the charger holds pack voltage at the OEM-specified 

maximum while current naturally tapers down as the pack approaches full charge. This taper is necessary 

to avoid overcharging individual cells while completing the charge to full SOC. CC/CV is the standard 

algorithm for all lithium-ion charging. 

36. B — Type-1 micro-hybrid systems impose much heavier cycling on the 12V battery than conventional 

starting use, because the engine restarts repeatedly during normal driving. AGM or enhanced flooded 

batteries are designed for this duty, offering significantly better cycle life and higher charge acceptance 

than standard flooded units. 

37. C — Electric motors achieve higher power-to-mass ratios than internal combustion engines because 

they avoid the reciprocating components, lubrication systems, and air handling structures that add mass 

to engines. A 150 kW EV drive motor weighs a fraction of a 150 kW ICE assembly, contributing to lighter 

overall vehicle architecture. 
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38. A — The first responder cutoff loop is a marked low-voltage circuit that emergency personnel can cut 

to command the HV contactors open and de-energize the vehicle's HV bus. This is a critical safety feature 

documented in OEM emergency response guides and standardized under SAE J2990, allowing safe 

extrication and fire response. 

39. B — V2H (vehicle-to-home) requires a bidirectional on-board charger that can take DC from the 

battery, invert it to AC line power, and feed it into the home's electrical system. Standard EVs have 

unidirectional OBCs that can only accept incoming AC for charging — they cannot reverse the power 

flow without bidirectional power electronics. 

40. B — An HV-driven air suspension compressor delivers higher air-mass flow with less current draw 

than a 12V unit, because the higher voltage allows smaller wire gauge and a more efficient motor design. 

This is particularly valuable for larger vehicles with high air volume requirements such as full-size SUVs 

and pickups with multi-corner air suspension. 

41. C — Torque ripple is fundamental to all electric motor topologies, arising from discrete stator slot 

interactions, harmonic content in the PWM output, and saliency effects in the rotor. Motor designers 

minimize ripple through pole/slot count choices, magnet shaping, and skewing; inverter designers 

minimize it through advanced control strategies like direct torque control. 

42. A — During AC (Level 1 or Level 2) charging, the on-board charger inside the vehicle converts 

incoming AC to DC at the appropriate battery voltage. The OBC's power rating (typically 6.6 to 11 kW) 

sets the maximum AC charging rate. DC fast charging bypasses the OBC entirely by performing 

conversion at the station and feeding DC directly to the battery. 

43. D — Operating Li-ion cells at extreme SOCs (very low or very high) accelerates degradation. Limiting 

the usable window to roughly 10-90% greatly extends cycle life and reduces the cell stress that drives 

capacity fade. The trade-off is that marketed "usable capacity" is less than total electrochemical capacity, 

but warranty life and customer satisfaction benefit substantially. 

44. D — An electric auxiliary oil pump maintains lubrication pressure during auto-stop intervals when the 

mechanical (crankshaft-driven) oil pump is not turning. This protects bearings from dry-restart wear and 

supports faster, smoother engine restart by ensuring oil is already at the bearing surfaces when cranking 

begins. 

45. A — The reversing valve (also called a four-way valve) redirects refrigerant flow through the heat 

pump's circuit to switch between cooling mode (heat moved from cabin to outside) and heating mode (heat 

moved from outside into the cabin). Without this valve, the system can only operate in one direction and 

cannot provide both cooling and heating from the same hardware. 

 

 


