
PRACTICE EXAM 8: SIMULATION 
 

1. A new officer believes the most important part of the job is performing well on the dramatic 

fireground. Which statement BEST corrects this misconception? 

 

A. The fireground is the only place leadership truly matters 

B. Most of an officer's time and impact lies in non-emergency duties 

C. Non-emergency duties are unrelated to fireground success 

D. Administrative work is a distraction from the real job 

 

2. An officer wants to build the most durable influence over the crew. Which approach is MOST 

effective? 

 

A. Relying primarily on the authority of the rank 

B. Using the threat of discipline to ensure compliance 

C. Offering rewards for every completed task 

D. Demonstrating competence and consistent integrity 

 

3. A crew member insists that because a task was delegated to them, any failure is entirely their 

responsibility and not the officer's. What is the BEST response to this belief? 

 

A. Agree, since delegation transfers all answerability 

B. Explain that responsibility was never actually assigned 

C. Clarify that the officer retains accountability for the outcome 

D. State that accountability shifts entirely to the crew member 

 

4. An officer is tempted to relax standards for a well-liked, long-tenured crew member. Which 

consideration is MOST important? 

 



A. Tenure should earn relaxed expectations 

B. Standards must be applied consistently to everyone 

C. Popular members deserve fewer requirements 

D. Friendship justifies selective enforcement 

 

5. A firefighter argues that local department practice should override the NFPA standard on the 

certification exam. Which is the BEST guidance for answering exam questions? 

 

A. Always answer according to local department practice 

B. Answer according to the standard and national references 

C. Choose whichever option seems most convenient 

D. Assume local and national practice are always identical 

 

6. An officer must choose how to motivate a crew for sustained high performance. Which approach is 

generally MOST effective long term? 

 

A. Cultivating intrinsic motivators like pride and purpose 

B. Relying solely on monetary bonuses 

C. Using fear of discipline as the main driver 

D. Avoiding recognition to prevent complacency 

 

7. During a complaint, a citizen is hostile and partly mistaken. The officer's BEST conduct is to: 

 

A. Correct every factual error firmly before listening 

B. Dismiss the complaint since it is partly mistaken 

C. Listen fully and remain calm and professional 

D. Match the citizen's tone to establish authority 

 

8. An officer is deciding when size-up should occur. Which understanding is MOST accurate? 



A. Size-up is continuous, beginning before arrival 

B. Size-up is a single assessment made only on arrival 

C. Size-up occurs only during the post-incident analysis 

D. Size-up is the dispatcher's sole responsibility 

 

9. A member's recent performance was strong, but the prior several months were poor. The officer wants 

the fairest evaluation. What is the BEST approach? 

 

A. Rate based on the strong recent performance alone 

B. Assess the full period using ongoing documentation 

C. Rate the member as average to avoid conflict 

D. Base the rating on personal impressions only 

 

10. An officer is unsure whether to commit crews interior at a fire where a savable occupant may be 

trapped and conditions favor entry. Which principle BEST guides the decision? 

 

A. Take no risk under any circumstances 

B. Risk everything regardless of conditions 

C. Prioritize property over the potential rescue 

D. Take a calculated risk to save a savable life 

 

11. A company finds a routine safety step "wastes time" and wants to skip it. The officer's BEST 

response is to: 

 

A. Adopt the shortcut formally to save time 

B. Enforce the step consistently to prevent a dangerous norm 

C. Allow it since no harm has yet occurred 

D. Reward the crew for improving efficiency 

 



12. An officer wants company inspections to achieve the most lasting safety benefit. Which approach is 

BEST? 

 

A. Educate occupants and seek voluntary compliance 

B. Focus solely on writing as many citations as possible 

C. Conduct inspections as punitively as possible 

D. Avoid explaining violations to save time 

 

13. A member discloses a personal hardship affecting their work. The officer's MOST appropriate role is 

to: 

 

A. Diagnose and treat the underlying condition 

B. Ignore it unless a safety issue arises 

C. Announce it to the crew for collective support 

D. Recognize it and refer to appropriate resources 

 

14. An officer must decide how to handle a minor first-time error by an otherwise excellent firefighter. 

The BEST initial response is: 

 

A. An immediate written reprimand 

B. A suspension to set an example 

C. Informal counseling or coaching 

D. A recommendation for termination 

 

15. An officer believes documentation of training is optional if attendance was good. Which is the 

MOST accurate correction? 

 

A. Documentation is unnecessary when attendance is high 

B. Verbal confirmation is sufficient for compliance 

C. Undocumented training may be treated as never occurring 



D. Documentation matters only for live-fire training 

 

16. At a fire, the officer must sequence resource assignments. The MOST appropriate basis for 

sequencing is: 

 

A. The incident priorities, with life safety first 

B. The seniority of the crews involved 

C. The alphabetical order of the assignments 

D. The personal preferences of each crew 

 

17. A crew member proposes leaving their assignment to pursue a task they believe is helpful. The 

officer's BEST response is to: 

 

A. Praise the initiative and allow it 

B. Ignore it to preserve the member's confidence 

C. Reassign the whole crew to that task 

D. Deny it and keep operations within the command structure 

 

18. An officer wants to deliver the most effective public fire safety education to a mixed-age audience. 

The BEST approach is to: 

 

A. Tailor the message to the audience's needs and ages 

B. Use identical content regardless of audience 

C. Present the longest possible list of statistics 

D. Focus only on the most frightening outcomes 

 

19. A building has a sprinkler system, but the officer notices a closed control valve during pre-planning. 

The MOST significant concern is that: 

 

A. The closed valve raises the building's water pressure 



B. The closed valve improves system reliability 

C. The system cannot control a fire while the valve is closed 

D. The closed valve indicates an overactive alarm 

 

20. An officer is the first to arrive and finds no one in charge as crews assemble. The MOST appropriate 

first action is to: 

 

A. Let each crew operate independently 

B. Establish and clearly announce command 

C. Defer all tactical decisions to dispatch 

D. Wait for a chief before taking any action 

 

21. An officer must correct a crew member who erred during a call. The BEST setting for the correction 

is: 

 

A. Privately, away from other crew members 

B. In front of the crew for transparency 

C. Over the open radio for all to hear 

D. In a notice posted publicly in the station 

 

22. A citizen asks what the modern fire department does. The BEST answer reflects that the mission 

has: 

 

A. Remained limited strictly to fire suppression 

B. Narrowed to only emergency medical response 

C. Become irrelevant to community needs 

D. Expanded to include EMS, prevention, and risk reduction 

 

23. An officer wants the post-incident analysis to produce honest, useful lessons. The MOST important 

condition is to: 



A. Identify a responsible individual to discipline 

B. Maintain a constructive, non-punitive tone 

C. Limit participation to avoid disagreement 

D. Focus on assigning fault for any errors 

 

24. A member reports a possible bloodborne exposure during an EMS call. The MOST appropriate 

action is to: 

 

A. Ignore it unless symptoms later develop 

B. Record it only if the patient is known infected 

C. Ensure it is reported and managed per procedure 

D. Tell the member to handle it personally 

 

25. An officer realizes that the fire's smoke is pulsing at door seams with oily window residue and no 

visible flame. The MOST appropriate action before entry is to: 

 

A. Recognize backdraft indicators and coordinate proper tactics 

B. Force immediate entry without ventilation 

C. Assume the fire is fully controlled inside 

D. Conclude the structure is safe in the decay stage 

 

26. An officer must choose a leadership style for an inexperienced crew during a fast-moving 

emergency. The MOST appropriate style is: 

 

A. A laissez-faire style with minimal direction 

B. A directive style giving clear, immediate orders 

C. A consensus style requiring full agreement 

D. A delegative style granting complete autonomy 

 



27. A pre-incident plan for a building is several years old and the occupancy has changed. The MOST 

appropriate way to use it is to: 

 

A. Treat it as a starting point and verify conditions on scene 

B. Rely on it entirely without any verification 

C. Discard all pre-planning for that area 

D. Assume it cancels the dispatch automatically 

 

28. An officer wants the crew to trust that safety concerns will be heard. The BEST way to build this is 

to: 

 

A. Dismiss minor concerns to maintain schedules 

B. Reprimand members who question plans 

C. Address concerns only after an injury occurs 

D. Take safety concerns seriously and act on them 

 

29. An officer recognizes resources will likely be overwhelmed as a fire grows. The MOST appropriate 

action is to: 

 

A. Wait until crews are clearly overwhelmed 

B. Reduce operations to match current resources 

C. Request additional resources early 

D. Avoid requesting help to limit paperwork 

 

30. An officer finds a chained exit during business hours; the owner cites theft prevention. The BEST 

classification and response is: 

 

A. A critical egress hazard requiring correction 

B. An acceptable security measure to be ignored 

C. A cosmetic issue of low priority 



D. A matter solely for the owner to decide 

 

31. An officer must assign a fireground task clearly. The MOST important element to include is: 

 

A. A clear objective with safety considerations and confirmed understanding 

B. The personal preference of the assigning officer 

C. The seniority ranking of the crew members 

D. The estimated retail value of the structure 

 

32. A firefighter declares a Mayday during interior operations. The officer's BEST response is to: 

 

A. Continue the existing attack unchanged 

B. Complete the incident report first 

C. Prioritize an immediate, organized rescue 

D. Determine the fire's area of origin first 

 

33. An officer is mentoring a new lieutenant struggling with former peers. The BEST guidance is to: 

 

A. Maximize the crew's affection by relaxing standards 

B. Assert authority through fear and rigidity 

C. Build trust through consistent, fair enforcement 

D. Eliminate standards to reduce conflict 

 

34. An officer reading fire patterns sees a distinct "V" pattern. The BEST interpretation during 

preliminary determination is that it indicates: 

 

A. The direction of fire travel toward the origin 

B. The building's occupancy classification 

C. The required fire flow for the structure 



D. The retail value of the loss 

 

35. A member's personal problem suggests a possible threat of harm to self. The MOST appropriate 

response is to: 

 

A. Wait to see if the situation resolves 

B. Keep it confidential and take no action 

C. Address it casually at the next meeting 

D. Act promptly through proper channels and resources 

 

36. An officer wants to verify a building's fire protection during pre-planning. Beyond confirming 

systems are present, the MOST important check is that: 

 

A. The systems were purchased at a low price 

B. The systems are in service and unimpaired 

C. The systems are from recognized brands 

D. The owner resides in the local jurisdiction 

 

37. An officer disagrees with a new policy they must enforce. The MOST appropriate action is to: 

 

A. Quietly apply a personal alternative 

B. Follow it while advocating for change through channels 

C. Instruct the crew to disregard it 

D. Criticize it openly to the community 

 

38. An officer wants to reinforce a high performer's excellent work most effectively. The BEST 

approach is often: 

 

A. Withholding feedback to prevent complacency 



B. A purely financial reward with no acknowledgment 

C. Sincere, specific recognition of the achievement 

D. Ignoring it since the work is already good 

 

39. An officer must decide the strategy for a fully involved, vacant, structurally unsound building. The 

BEST choice and rationale is: 

 

A. Offensive, because property must be conserved 

B. Interior search, because all buildings must be searched 

C. Aggressive attack, regardless of conditions 

D. Defensive, because no savable life or property remains 

 

40. A trainee asks why the chain of command should not be bypassed. The BEST explanation is that it: 

 

A. Preserves accountability and orderly communication 

B. Increases the department's documentation 

C. Reduces the incident commander's authority 

D. Eliminates the need for any supervision 

 

41. An officer wants size-up to be most effective. The MOST accurate understanding is that size-up: 

 

A. Ends the moment the action plan is formed 

B. Is continuous and updates the evolving plan 

C. Is performed only by the dispatcher 

D. Occurs solely during the analysis afterward 

 

42. A member complies only because the officer can impose discipline. The BEST description of this 

power and its limit is: 

 



A. Expert power, which requires no competence 

B. Coercive power, which breeds resentment if overused 

C. Referent power, which guarantees loyalty 

D. Reward power, which always motivates 

 

43. An officer encounters combustibles stored against a heat source during inspection. Understanding 

the fire triangle, the BEST response is to: 

 

A. Ignore it since oxygen is removed 

B. Leave it since the fuel is eliminated 

C. Require correction, as fuel and heat are dangerously combined 

D. Accept it since the source is cooled 

 

44. A complaint alleges serious misconduct with legal implications. The MOST appropriate handling is 

to: 

 

A. Document it and refer it to higher authority 

B. Resolve it entirely at the company level 

C. Dismiss it as likely unfounded 

D. Discuss the allegation openly with the crew 

 

45. An officer is prioritizing shift activities amid constant minor interruptions. The BEST use of time is 

to: 

 

A. Handle every interruption immediately 

B. Defer all training indefinitely 

C. Eliminate training to focus on emergencies 

D. Protect time for important, non-urgent work like training 

 



46. A recruit asks why life safety is the first incident priority. The BEST explanation is that: 

 

A. Property is generally more valuable than life 

B. Documentation must precede any action 

C. Stabilization always comes before life safety 

D. Protecting human life always takes precedence 

 

47. An officer must transfer command to an arriving chief during an active incident. The BEST method 

is to: 

 

A. Transfer it silently without announcement 

B. Communicate the transfer explicitly to those on scene 

C. Wait until the incident fully concludes 

D. Let the dispatcher perform the transfer 

 

48. An officer believes safety is solely the designated safety officer's job. The MOST accurate correction 

is that: 

 

A. Safety enforcement is optional for company officers 

B. The company officer is the most important figure in safety 

C. Only chiefs are responsible for crew safety 

D. Safety matters only at major incidents 

 

49. A crew performs exceptionally on a difficult call. The BEST way to handle recognition is to: 

 

A. Withhold it to keep expectations high 

B. Recognize it only privately, never openly 

C. Deliver public recognition of the accomplishment 

D. Channel it through a disciplinary process 



50. An officer wants the most reliable safeguard against fireground miscommunication. The BEST 

practice is to: 

 

A. Transmit each order only once, quickly 

B. Avoid acknowledgments to save airtime 

C. Require acknowledgment and repeat-back of critical orders 

D. Deliver all orders entirely in coded language 

 

51. An officer must classify a fire caused by lightning with no human involvement. The MOST accurate 

classification is: 

 

A. Incendiary 

B. Accidental 

C. Undetermined 

D. Natural 

 

52. An officer wants to reduce the crew's most serious long-term health threat after fires. The BEST 

action is to: 

 

A. Reduce the weight of the gear 

B. Enforce PPE cleaning and decontamination 

C. Shorten the time required to don gear 

D. Lower the cost of station uniforms 

 

53. A crew member with rising competence now handles routine tasks reliably. The BEST supervisory 

adjustment is to: 

 

A. Increase close, step-by-step oversight 

B. Move toward delegating with greater autonomy 

C. Revert to strictly directive control 



D. Withdraw all support abruptly 

 

54. An officer documents a fire investigation. To meet professional standards, the BEST practice is to: 

 

A. Blend facts and opinions for readability 

B. Record only speculation about a suspect 

C. Omit observations to stay concise 

D. Clearly distinguish facts from conclusions 

 

55. An officer wants to apply the risk management principle correctly when nothing savable remains. 

The BEST approach is to: 

 

A. Take great calculated risk anyway 

B. Risk a moderate amount for the structure 

C. Take no risk for what is already lost 

D. Commit crews to an interior attack regardless 

 

56. A recruit confuses strategy and tactics. The BEST clarification is that: 

 

A. Tactics set the broad approach; strategy carries it out 

B. Strategy and tactics are identical concepts 

C. Strategy is the broad approach; tactics carry it out 

D. Tactics are chosen before any strategy exists 

 

57. An officer must communicate the department's role to a community group. The BEST preparation is 

to be able to articulate the department's: 

 

A. Detailed budget line items 

B. Role and mission within the community 



C. Apparatus maintenance schedule 

D. Internal disciplinary procedures 

 

58. An officer recognizes that a formal evaluation should hold no surprises. The BEST way to ensure 

this is to: 

 

A. Skip the formal review entirely 

B. Document only at year's end 

C. Provide continuous feedback beforehand 

D. Avoid discussing weaknesses at all 

 

59. An officer must assess water supply during pre-planning. The MOST meaningful comparison is 

available supply against: 

 

A. The building's occupancy classification 

B. The department's annual budget 

C. The crew's training schedule 

D. The estimated required fire flow 

 

60. An officer wants to develop a junior member's overall long-term growth. The BEST description of 

this role is: 

 

A. Coaching a single specific skill 

B. Progressive discipline 

C. Mentoring the member's professional development 

D. Filing a formal grievance 

 

61. An officer encounters a building of Type V wood-frame construction that is well-involved. The 

BEST tactical understanding is that: 

 



A. Masonry walls will prevent any collapse 

B. The building is immune to fire spread 

C. Combustible framing contributes to spread and collapse risk 

D. Fire-resistive elements guarantee integrity 

 

62. A crew habitually skips a safety check that has not yet caused harm. The BEST officer response is 

to: 

 

A. Adopt the bypass formally to save time 

B. Reward the crew for efficiency 

C. Ignore it since no incident occurred 

D. Correct it consistently to prevent a dangerous norm 

 

63. An officer must decide how to treat an unfounded complaint from a hostile citizen. The BEST 

conduct is to: 

 

A. Remain calm and professional regardless 

B. Argue firmly until the citizen concedes 

C. Dismiss the citizen since the complaint is baseless 

D. Match the hostile tone to assert control 

 

64. An officer wants the most accurate understanding of accountability's purpose on the fireground. The 

BEST description is that it: 

 

A. Determines the fire's area of origin 

B. Calculates the incident's total cost 

C. Tracks who is operating and accounts for all 

D. Improves the department's public image 

 



65. An officer is tempted to investigate only the immediate cause of an accident. The BEST practice is 

to also: 

 

A. Calculate the cost of damaged equipment 

B. Assign blame to the involved member 

C. Record only the surface event 

D. Identify the underlying contributing factors 

 

66. A recruit asks which two firefighter death causes deserve the most preventive emphasis. The BEST 

answer is: 

 

A. Report errors and radio misuse 

B. Apparatus color and station decor 

C. Inspection frequency and budget size 

D. Cardiac events and vehicle crashes 

 

67. An officer must handle a member's grievance. The BEST approach is to: 

 

A. Treat it as a personal attack to resist 

B. Handle it professionally within established procedure 

C. Use it as grounds for discipline 

D. Ignore it until it escalates 

 

68. An officer wants public education to actually change behavior. The BEST approach is to: 

 

A. Overwhelm the audience with statistics 

B. Focus only on frightening outcomes 

C. Tailor content to the presenter's interests 

D. Provide a few clear, actionable messages 



 

69. An officer recognizes a fire shows multiple separate origins and an accelerant odor. The BEST 

action is to: 

 

A. Continue overhaul to expose the area fully 

B. Release the scene to the owner quickly 

C. Question bystanders to identify a suspect 

D. Secure the scene and notify a trained investigator 

 

70. An officer must select the safest interpretation of an outdated pre-incident plan. The BEST view is 

that: 

 

A. It can be worse than none if relied on blindly 

B. It is always more reliable than a new survey 

C. It cancels the need for on-scene verification 

D. It guarantees the building has not changed 

 

71. An officer wants to apply situational leadership correctly to a competent, confident crew member. 

The BEST adjustment is to: 

 

A. Increase close oversight of every task 

B. Revert to strictly autocratic direction 

C. Withdraw all guidance immediately 

D. Delegate with greater autonomy 

 

72. A member of the public forms an impression of the department from a brief on-duty interaction. The 

BEST understanding of this is that: 

 

A. Image is built only through press releases 

B. Off-duty conduct never affects the department 



C. Every member is a public relations representative 

D. Image depends only on apparatus age 

 

73. An officer wants the BEST single safeguard that a critical radio order was received. The MOST 

effective practice is to: 

 

A. Require an acknowledgment and repeat-back 

B. Transmit the order only once quickly 

C. Use as much radio time as possible 

D. Avoid standard terminology 

 

74. An officer must decide whether to enforce all policies or only the convenient ones. The BEST 

guidance is that: 

 

A. Selective enforcement strengthens credibility 

B. Consistent enforcement preserves fairness and authority 

C. Ignoring some policies improves morale 

D. Enforcement is optional for senior members 

 

75. A recruit asks the BEST definition of integrity. The MOST accurate answer is: 

 

A. Knowing the difference between right and wrong 

B. Maintaining a professional outward appearance 

C. Following orders from a superior officer 

D. Consistently doing right, even when unobserved 

 

76. An officer must select the strategy when conditions favor interior attack and a savable life may be 

present. The BEST choice is: 

 



A. Defensive, because no risk is ever justified 

B. Defensive, because property outranks life 

C. Offensive only for property conservation 

D. Offensive, taking calculated risk for a savable life 

 

77. An officer wants the most accurate understanding of a policy versus a procedure. The BEST 

distinction is: 

 

A. A policy states intent; a procedure states the method 

B. A policy states the method; a procedure states intent 

C. They are interchangeable terms 

D. A procedure is always broader than a policy 

 

78. An officer recognizes that a member's evaluation reveals a serious issue for the first time. The BEST 

conclusion is that: 

 

A. Ongoing feedback was lacking beforehand 

B. The evaluation system worked perfectly 

C. Surprises indicate strong supervision 

D. Documentation should have been skipped 

 

79. An officer wants the BEST sequencing rationale for resource deployment. Assignments should be 

coordinated to: 

 

A. Maximize the number of separate operations 

B. Work together rather than at cross-purposes 

C. Reflect the seniority of each crew 

D. Match the alphabetical order of tasks 

 



80. An officer must apply the most accurate view of company inspections. The BEST understanding is 

that they: 

 

A. Replace the fire prevention division entirely 

B. Reduce risk and familiarize crews with buildings 

C. Exist mainly to generate department revenue 

D. Establish probable cause for arrests 

 

81. An officer must decide how to treat training safety. The BEST practice is to: 

 

A. Apply the same safety commitment as on the fireground 

B. Relax safety since training is not a real emergency 

C. Bypass controls to maximize realism 

D. Assume training accidents never cause injury 

 

82. A recruit asks what makes expert power valuable. The BEST answer is that it: 

 

A. Earns genuine respect through competence 

B. Compels compliance through fear 

C. Is granted automatically with rank 

D. Depends on controlling rewards 

 

83. An officer wants the most accurate view of the company officer's role in policy. The BEST 

description is: 

 

A. Authoring new department policy independently 

B. Negotiating the labor agreement terms 

C. Ignoring policy that seems inconvenient 

D. Implementing and enforcing policy consistently 



84. An officer must select the BEST first action when a personal problem is affecting a member's 

performance. The MOST appropriate is to: 

 

A. Discipline the resulting errors immediately 

B. Announce the problem to the crew 

C. Diagnose the underlying condition 

D. Recognize the problem and address it supportively 

 

85. An officer wants the BEST understanding of the three incident priorities. The correct order is: 

 

A. Property conservation, stabilization, life safety 

B. Stabilization, life safety, property conservation 

C. Life safety, incident stabilization, property conservation 

D. Life safety, property conservation, stabilization 

 

86. A recruit asks why an officer should never reproduce a friend's favorable treatment. The BEST 

explanation is that: 

 

A. Favoritism undermines fairness and crew trust 

B. Friends should always receive better treatment 

C. Favoritism strengthens the officer's authority 

D. Consistency is unimportant among friends 

 

87. An officer must select the BEST description of a Mayday's priority. The MOST accurate is: 

 

A. Routine traffic queued in turn 

B. A low-priority administrative message 

C. The highest priority, triggering immediate rescue 

D. Secondary to ongoing fire attack 



88. An officer wants the most accurate understanding of when an evacuation is complete. The BEST 

view is that it is complete only when: 

 

A. The fire is fully extinguished 

B. Every member is confirmed accounted for 

C. The property owner is notified 

D. The apparatus returns to quarters 

 

89. An officer must select the BEST way to handle a defensive business owner during an inspection. 

The MOST effective is to: 

 

A. Threaten immediate legal penalties 

B. Abandon the inspection to avoid conflict 

C. Explain the hazard and correction cooperatively 

D. Report the owner to law enforcement at once 

 

90. An officer wants the BEST understanding of the company officer's place in the organization. The 

MOST accurate is: 

 

A. The senior administrative manager 

B. The executive setting department policy 

C. The lead fire cause investigator 

D. The first line of supervision 

 

91. A recruit asks the BEST reason to keep accurate incident records. The MOST accurate answer is that 

they: 

 

A. Eliminate the need for future training 

B. Demonstrate compliance and provide legal protection 

C. Improve the station's appearance directly 



D. Reduce the apparatus maintenance burden 

 

92. An officer must select the BEST description of community risk reduction. The MOST accurate is 

that it is: 

 

A. Reactive and incident-based only 

B. Based primarily on responder intuition 

C. Data-driven and proactive 

D. Focused solely on fire suppression 

 

93. An officer wants the BEST approach to a crew member raising a legitimate safety concern. The 

MOST appropriate is to: 

 

A. Dismiss it to maintain the schedule 

B. Take it seriously and address the hazard 

C. Reprimand the member for questioning 

D. Proceed and address it only after an injury 

 

94. An officer must select the BEST understanding of flashover. The MOST accurate is that it is: 

 

A. A slow smoldering during decay 

B. The first ignition of a small fire 

C. Harmless to equipped crews 

D. The near-simultaneous ignition of contents at a critical temperature 

 

95. An officer wants the BEST description of the means of egress. The MOST accurate is: 

 

A. A continuous, unobstructed path to a public way 

B. The external fire department connection 



C. The sprinkler system control valve 

D. The building's occupancy classification 

 

96. An officer must select the BEST initial response to a minor first-time infraction. The MOST 

appropriate is: 

 

A. Counseling or coaching to correct it 

B. Immediate suspension without pay 

C. A formal written reprimand 

D. A recommendation for termination 

 

97. A recruit asks the BEST description of the fire tetrahedron versus the triangle. The MOST accurate 

is that the tetrahedron: 

 

A. Removes oxygen from the triangle 

B. Has only two elements 

C. Adds a self-sustaining chemical chain reaction 

D. Is identical to the triangle 

 

98. An officer wants the BEST understanding of why freelancing is dangerous. The MOST accurate is 

that it: 

 

A. Improves coordination among crews 

B. Undermines accountability and creates conflicting operations 

C. Is required by the Incident Command System 

D. Is a recommended form of initiative 

 

99. An officer must select the BEST first task when handling any citizen complaint. The MOST 

appropriate is to: 

 



A. Listen fully without becoming defensive 

B. Explain why the citizen is mistaken 

C. Refer it upward before listening 

D. Document it before hearing the concern 

 

100. An officer wants the BEST understanding of high-risk audiences for fire education. The MOST 

accurate is that they include: 

 

A. Young children and older adults 

B. Trained emergency responders 

C. Commercial business owners 

D. Building code officials 

 

  Answer Key & Full Explanations 

1. B — Most of an officer's time and impact lies in non-emergency duties. While the fireground tests 

leadership, the majority of an officer's time is spent on non-emergency duties that keep the company 

ready, safe, and effective. These duties directly produce fireground success, correcting the new officer's 

misconception. 

 

2. D — Demonstrating competence and consistent integrity. Expert and referent power, built on 

competence and character, produce the deepest and most durable followership. Rank, threats, and 

rewards compel compliance but do not earn lasting influence. 

 

3. C — Clarify that the officer retains accountability for the outcome. Authority and responsibility can 

be delegated, but accountability for the result always remains with the officer. This is why effective 

delegation requires clear instructions and follow-up. 

 

4. B — Standards must be applied consistently to everyone. Consistency and fairness build trust and are 

the foundation of effective supervision. Relaxing standards for tenure or popularity is favoritism that 

erodes the crew's confidence. 

 



5. B — Answer according to the standard and national references. The certification exam tests NFPA 

1021 and national reference material, not local practice. When local practice differs, the candidate 

answers according to the standard. 

 

6. A — Cultivating intrinsic motivators like pride and purpose. Intrinsic motivators such as pride and 

purpose produce more durable, higher-quality performance than external rewards or fear. The fire 

service is well positioned to harness these powerful motivators. 

 

7. C — Listen fully and remain calm and professional. Calm, attentive professionalism de-escalates 

complaints and protects the department's image, even when the citizen is hostile or partly mistaken. 

Arguing or dismissing confirms their worst impression. 

 

8. A — Size-up is continuous, beginning before arrival. Size-up begins before arrival using dispatch and 

pre-plan information and continues throughout the incident as conditions change. Treating it as a one-

time snapshot leaves the officer unprepared. 

 

9. B — Assess the full period using ongoing documentation. Relying on recent performance risks the 

recency effect; fair evaluation assesses the full period using ongoing documentation. Continuous records 

guard against rating distortion. 

 

10. D — Take a calculated risk to save a savable life. The risk management principle permits great, 

calculated risk to save savable lives, and favorable conditions with adequate resources support entry. A 

possibly trapped savable occupant justifies calculated risk. 

 

11. B — Enforce the step consistently to prevent a dangerous norm. Tolerating a skipped safety step 

establishes a dangerous norm that eventually causes injury. The officer must consistently enforce safe 

practices regardless of apparent time savings. 

 

12. A — Educate occupants and seek voluntary compliance. Inspections aim for lasting safety and 

compliance, best achieved by educating occupants and securing voluntary correction. Purely punitive 

approaches undermine both safety and the community relationship. 

 



13. D — Recognize it and refer to appropriate resources. The officer's role is to recognize a problem 

affecting performance and connect the member to resources like the EAP, not to diagnose, ignore, or 

publicize it. Knowing this boundary is itself a key competency. 

 

14. C — Informal counseling or coaching. A minor, first-time error by an excellent member warrants the 

least severe progressive response, typically counseling or coaching. The purpose of discipline is 

correction, not punishment. 

 

15. C — Undocumented training may be treated as never occurring. Undocumented training cannot 

prove compliance, support certification, or provide legal protection. Good attendance does not substitute 

for accurate records. 

 

16. A — The incident priorities, with life safety first. Resource assignments are sequenced according to 

the incident priorities, beginning with life safety. This ensures the most critical objectives are addressed 

first. 

 

17. D — Deny it and keep operations within the command structure. Leaving an assignment to pursue 

an unrelated task is freelancing, which undermines coordination and accountability. The officer must 

keep operations within the command structure. 

 

18. A — Tailor the message to the audience's needs and ages. Effective public education is matched to 

the audience's age and needs, since different groups learn differently. A few clear, actionable messages 

outperform statistics or fear. 

 

19. C — The system cannot control a fire while the valve is closed. A closed control valve is a leading 

cause of sprinkler failure because it cuts off the water the system needs. The closure means the system 

cannot protect the building. 

 

20. B — Establish and clearly announce command. The first-arriving officer must establish and clearly 

announce command to prevent dangerous confusion about who is in charge. Every incident requires a 

clearly identified Incident Commander. 

 



21. A — Privately, away from other crew members. The principle of "praise in public, correct in 

private" directs delivering correction privately. Public correction humiliates the member and damages 

crew relationships. 

 

22. D — Expanded to include EMS, prevention, and risk reduction. The modern fire service mission has 

expanded far beyond suppression to include EMS, prevention, and community risk reduction. The 

officer must articulate this expanded role to citizens. 

 

23. B — Maintain a constructive, non-punitive tone. The PIA's value depends on honest participation, 

which requires a constructive, non-punitive tone. A blame-driven analysis causes members to withhold 

the information it needs. 

 

24. C — Ensure it is reported and managed per procedure. An infectious disease exposure must be 

reported and managed per department procedure for the member's health and the department's records. 

Ignoring it or leaving it to the member compromises both. 

 

25. A — Recognize backdraft indicators and coordinate proper tactics. Smoke pulsing at seams, oily 

residue, and no visible flame are classic backdraft warning signs, so the officer must recognize them and 

coordinate proper ventilation. Sudden uncoordinated entry could trigger an explosive ignition. 

 

26. B — A directive style giving clear, immediate orders. An inexperienced crew during a fast-moving 

emergency calls for a directive style with clear, immediate orders. Matching style to crew experience 

and time available is situational leadership. 

 

27. A — Treat it as a starting point and verify conditions on scene. An outdated pre-incident plan should 

be a starting point with conditions verified on scene, since occupancies and hazards change. An outdated 

plan relied on blindly can be worse than none. 

 

28. D — Take safety concerns seriously and act on them. Taking safety concerns seriously and acting on 

them builds a strong safety culture where members look out for one another. Dismissing or punishing 

concerns teaches silence and endangers everyone. 

 



29. C — Request additional resources early. Because additional resources take time to arrive, the officer 

must anticipate the need and request help early. Under-resourcing an escalating incident endangers the 

public and responders. 

 

30. A — A critical egress hazard requiring correction. A chained exit during business hours blocks the 

means of egress, among the most critical life safety concerns, and requires correction. Security concerns 

do not justify obstructing required egress. 

 

31. A — A clear objective with safety considerations and confirmed understanding. NFPA 1021 requires 

task assignments to be complete and clear, with safety addressed and understanding confirmed. These 

elements ensure the assignment is carried out safely and correctly. 

 

32. C — Prioritize an immediate, organized rescue. A Mayday signals a firefighter in distress and 

receives absolute priority, triggering an immediate, organized rescue. Every officer must know how to 

manage one. 

 

33. C — Build trust through consistent, fair enforcement. The reliable path between the "buddy" and 

"tyrant" extremes is consistent, fair enforcement that earns trust. Trust, not affection or fear, makes 

supervision possible. 

 

34. A — The direction of fire travel toward the origin. A "V" pattern indicates the fire's direction of 

travel and helps locate the area of origin. Determining origin is generally the first step toward 

determining cause. 

 

35. D — Act promptly through proper channels and resources. Signs of possible harm to self require 

immediate action through proper channels and professional resources. The officer must never ignore 

indicators that a member may be a danger to self. 

 

36. B — The systems are in service and unimpaired. Beyond confirming a system is present, the officer 

must verify it is in service and unimpaired, since an impaired system offers no protection. A closed 

valve or obstructed head renders it useless. 

 



37. B — Follow it while advocating for change through channels. When disagreeing with a policy, the 

officer follows it while pursuing change appropriately, never selectively ignoring it. Selective 

enforcement destroys consistency and accountability. 

 

38. C — Sincere, specific recognition of the achievement. Recognition is a powerful intrinsic motivator 

that reinforces strong performance and costs little but sincerity. Withholding feedback or relying solely 

on money is less effective. 

 

39. D — Defensive, because no savable life or property remains. A fully involved, vacant, structurally 

unsound building offers no savable life or property, so a defensive strategy applies. Risking nothing for 

what is already lost is core to fireground safety. 

 

40. A — Preserves accountability and orderly communication. Respecting the chain of command 

preserves accountability and orderly communication in both directions. Bypassing it undermines the 

structure that makes the organization function. 

 

41. B — Is continuous and updates the evolving plan. Size-up is continuous, continually informing and 

updating the action plan as conditions change. Treating it as a one-time event leaves the officer 

unprepared. 

 

42. B — Coercive power, which breeds resentment if overused. Compliance obtained only through the 

ability to discipline relies on coercive power, which compels but breeds resentment and fear when 

overused. Expert and referent power earn willing followership instead. 

 

43. C — Require correction, as fuel and heat are dangerously combined. The fire triangle requires fuel, 

oxygen, and heat; combustibles against a heat source dangerously combine two elements, so the officer 

requires correction. Recognizing such combinations is the basis of hazard identification. 

 

44. A — Document it and refer it to higher authority. Allegations of serious misconduct with legal 

implications exceed the officer's authority and must be documented and referred upward. Resolving such 

matters alone creates liability. 

 



45. D — Protect time for important, non-urgent work like training. Training and prevention are 

important but rarely urgent, and the officer must protect time for them. This builds long-term capability 

rather than living in reactive mode. 

 

46. D — Protecting human life always takes precedence. Life safety is the first incident priority because 

protecting human life always outweighs property and stabilization. When priorities compete, the higher 

one prevails. 

 

47. B — Communicate the transfer explicitly to those on scene. Transfers of command must be explicit 

and communicated so everyone knows who holds command authority. Silent or delayed transfers create 

dangerous confusion. 

 

48. B — The company officer is the most important figure in safety. The company officer, closest to the 

crew and present at the point of risk, is the most important figure in firefighter safety. Safety 

enforcement is a core duty, not solely the safety officer's job. 

 

49. C — Deliver public recognition of the accomplishment. The principle of "praise in public, correct in 

private" directs recognizing strong work publicly. Public praise reinforces desired behavior and 

motivates the crew. 

 

50. C — Require acknowledgment and repeat-back of critical orders. Requiring acknowledgment and 

repeat-back closes the feedback loop and confirms accurate receipt under noisy conditions. An 

unacknowledged order may never have been received. 

 

51. D — Natural. A fire caused by lightning with no human involvement is classified as natural. This is 

distinct from accidental, incendiary, and undetermined. 

 

52. B — Enforce PPE cleaning and decontamination. Decontamination reduces the carcinogens 

absorbed during fires, addressing occupational cancer, among the most serious long-term threats. This 

protects the crew's long-term health. 

 

53. B — Move toward delegating with greater autonomy. Under situational leadership, rising 

competence and confidence warrant a shift toward delegation. This develops the member while freeing 

the officer for higher-level supervision. 



54. D — Clearly distinguish facts from conclusions. Investigation documentation must objectively 

separate observed facts from conclusions and avoid speculation, because it may become legal evidence. 

Blending them compromises the record's integrity. 

 

55. C — Take no risk for what is already lost. The risk management principle directs taking no risk 

when nothing savable remains. Risking firefighters for what is already lost is never justified. 

 

56. C — Strategy is the broad approach; tactics carry it out. Strategy is the overall approach ("what"), 

and tactics are the specific operations executing it ("how"). For example, an offensive strategy is carried 

out by advancing an interior attack line. 

 

57. B — Role and mission within the community. The officer should articulate the department's role and 

mission, which now extends well beyond fire suppression. Citizens frequently ask what the department 

does. 

 

58. C — Provide continuous feedback beforehand. A formal evaluation holds no surprises when the 

officer has provided continuous feedback throughout the period. The review then simply summarizes 

what was already communicated. 

 

59. D — The estimated required fire flow. Available water supply is compared against the estimated 

required fire flow to determine firefighting capability. Matching the two is a fundamental pre-planning 

consideration. 

 

60. C — Mentoring the member's professional development. Long-term guidance of overall professional 

growth is mentoring, distinct from coaching's focus on specific near-term skills. Both are key officer 

development duties. 

 

61. C — Combustible framing contributes to spread and collapse risk. Type V wood-frame construction 

is combustible throughout, contributing to fire spread and collapse risk. This knowledge is a critical 

input to tactical and safety decisions. 

 

62. D — Correct it consistently to prevent a dangerous norm. Tolerating an unsafe shortcut establishes a 

dangerous norm that eventually causes injury. The unsafe act overlooked today becomes accepted 

practice tomorrow. 



63. A — Remain calm and professional regardless. Calm professionalism protects the department's 

image even when a complaint is unfounded and the citizen hostile. Arguing or dismissing the citizen 

escalates the matter. 

 

64. C — Tracks who is operating and accounts for all. The accountability system tracks each member's 

identity, assignment, and location so everyone can be accounted for. Loss of accountability has 

contributed to firefighter deaths. 

 

65. D — Identify the underlying contributing factors. Effective investigation looks past the immediate 

cause to the underlying contributing factors. Correcting only the surface cause leaves the real hazard in 

place. 

 

66. D — Cardiac events and vehicle crashes. Cardiac events and vehicle crashes consistently rank 

among the top, most preventable causes of firefighter line-of-duty death. Emphasizing fitness and 

seatbelts targets these killers. 

 

67. B — Handle it professionally within established procedure. A grievance is a formal complaint that a 

policy or right was violated and should be handled professionally within the established procedure. It is 

not a personal attack or grounds for discipline. 

 

68. D — Provide a few clear, actionable messages. Effective public education delivers a small number 

of clear, actionable messages rather than overwhelming the audience. Telling people specifically what to 

do changes behavior. 

 

69. D — Secure the scene and notify a trained investigator. Multiple separate origins and accelerant odor 

are incendiary indicators, shifting the priority to securing the scene and summoning an investigator. 

Continued overhaul or releasing the scene destroys evidence. 

 

70. A — It can be worse than none if relied on blindly. An outdated pre-incident plan can mislead 

responders relying on changed conditions, making it potentially worse than none. Plans must be kept 

current and verified on scene. 

 



71. D — Delegate with greater autonomy. A competent, confident crew member warrants a shift toward 

delegation under situational leadership. This develops the member while freeing the officer for higher-

level supervision. 

 

72. C — Every member is a public relations representative. An impression formed from a brief on-duty 

interaction shows that every member is a public relations representative. Each interaction shapes 

community perception. 

 

73. A — Require an acknowledgment and repeat-back. The single best safeguard that a critical order 

was received is requiring acknowledgment and repeat-back. This closes the feedback loop under high-

risk conditions. 

 

74. B — Consistent enforcement preserves fairness and authority. Consistent enforcement preserves 

fairness and the authority of policies, while selective enforcement signals that rules are optional. Policies 

must be applied uniformly to retain their force. 

 

75. D — Consistently doing right, even when unobserved. Integrity is the consistent doing of right, 

especially when unobserved, while ethics is knowing right from wrong. The officer sets the company's 

ethical standard by example. 

 

76. D — Offensive, taking calculated risk for a savable life. When conditions favor entry and a savable 

life may be present, an offensive strategy taking calculated risk is appropriate. The risk management 

principle permits great, calculated risk to save savable lives. 

 

77. A — A policy states intent; a procedure states the method. A policy is a broad statement of intent 

("what"), while a procedure provides the step-by-step method ("how"). The officer implements and 

enforces both consistently. 

 

78. A — Ongoing feedback was lacking beforehand. A first-time revelation of a serious issue at the 

review indicates the officer failed to provide continuous feedback. The review should hold no surprises. 

 

79. B — Work together rather than at cross-purposes. Resource assignments should be coordinated to 

work together rather than at cross-purposes. Poor coordination causes duplicated effort and dangerous 

gaps. 



80. B — Reduce risk and familiarize crews with buildings. Company inspections reduce fire risk and 

familiarize crews with buildings they may later operate in during a fire. They do not replace the 

prevention division or exist for revenue or arrests. 

 

81. A — Apply the same safety commitment as on the fireground. Training is not exempt from risk 

management, since injuries and fatalities have occurred during training. The officer applies the same 

safety commitment as on the fireground. 

 

82. A — Earns genuine respect through competence. Expert power flows from knowledge and 

demonstrated skill, earning genuine respect and willing followership. Unlike coercive or position-based 

power, it does not rely on fear or rank. 

 

83. D — Implementing and enforcing policy consistently. The company officer does not author policy 

but implements and enforces it uniformly at the unit level. Consistent application prevents liability and 

injustice. 

 

84. D — Recognize the problem and address it supportively. The first appropriate action is to recognize 

the problem affecting performance and address it supportively, referring to resources. The officer does 

not discipline, publicize, or diagnose it. 

 

85. C — Life safety, incident stabilization, property conservation. The three incident priorities are 

addressed in this fixed order, with life safety first. When priorities compete, the higher one prevails. 

 

86. A — Favoritism undermines fairness and crew trust. Reproducing favorable treatment for a friend is 

favoritism that undermines fairness and the crew's trust. Consistency applied to everyone is the 

foundation of effective supervision. 

 

87. C — The highest priority, triggering immediate rescue. A Mayday signals a firefighter in distress 

and receives the highest priority with an immediate rescue response. Every officer must know how to 

manage one. 

 

88. B — Every member is confirmed accounted for. An evacuation is complete only when a PAR 

confirms every member is out and safe. Ordering withdrawal is merely the first step. 

 



89. C — Explain the hazard and correction cooperatively. A defensive owner is best handled by 

explaining the hazard and the correction needed cooperatively, seeking voluntary compliance. 

Threatening or abandoning the inspection undermines both safety and the relationship. 

 

90. D — The first line of supervision. The Fire Officer I is the first line of supervision in the fire 

department organization. This distinguishes the company officer from the chief officers above. 

 

91. B — Demonstrate compliance and provide legal protection. Accurate records demonstrate 

compliance, support certification, and provide legal protection. They do not eliminate training needs or 

directly improve appearance or maintenance. 

 

92. C — Data-driven and proactive. Community risk reduction uses local data to identify and prioritize 

risks and applies strategic interventions proactively. This evidence-based approach distinguishes it from 

reactive response. 

 

93. B — Take it seriously and address the hazard. A legitimate safety concern must be taken seriously 

and addressed before proceeding. Dismissing or punishing it teaches the crew to stay silent and 

endangers everyone. 

 

94. D — The near-simultaneous ignition of contents at a critical temperature. Flashover is the near-

simultaneous ignition of a compartment's contents at a critical temperature. It marks the transition to a 

fully developed fire and is a leading cause of firefighter deaths. 

 

95. A — A continuous, unobstructed path to a public way. A means of egress is a continuous, 

unobstructed path from any point in a building to a public way. It comprises the exit access, exit, and 

exit discharge. 

 

96. A — Counseling or coaching to correct it. A minor first-time infraction warrants the least severe 

progressive response, typically counseling or coaching. The purpose is correction, not punishment. 

 

97. C — Adds a self-sustaining chemical chain reaction. The fire tetrahedron adds the chemical chain 

reaction to the triangle's fuel, oxygen, and heat. Removing any one of the four elements extinguishes the 

fire. 

 



98. B — Undermines accountability and creates conflicting operations. Freelancing destroys 

coordination, undermines accountability, and creates conflicting operations that endanger everyone. ICS 

specifically prevents it. 

 

99. A — Listen fully without becoming defensive. The first task in handling any complaint is attentive, 

non-defensive listening, which de-escalates and preserves the department's image. Action, 

documentation, and referral follow. 

 

100. A — Young children and older adults. These groups are consistently identified as high-risk for fire 

death and injury and receive priority in education. Targeting high-risk groups is where prevention saves 

the most lives. 

 

 


