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PRACTICE EXAM 2: ASE L3 

SIMULATION (45 Questions) 
 

Time Limit: 2 hours | Passing target: 80% or higher on simulation practice 

 

 

1. A 2024 EV uses LFP (lithium iron phosphate) battery chemistry instead of NMC. Compared to NMC, 

the LFP pack typically offers: 

 

A. Higher energy density per kilogram of pack weight at the same nominal voltage rating 

B. Better thermal stability and longer cycle life at the cost of lower energy density 

C. Higher nominal cell voltage of approximately 4.2 volts at the start of discharge cycles 

D. Reduced cell-balancing requirements because all cells age at the same rate by design 

 

2. The three-phase inverter bridge inside a typical hybrid drive unit contains: 

 

A. Six switching devices arranged in three pairs, one pair per motor phase 

B. Three switching devices, one for each motor phase, controlled in sequence 

C. Twelve switching devices arranged in four groups to manage all power flows 

D. Two switching devices that alternate between motoring and generating modes 

 

3. In a Type-5 range-extended electric vehicle (EREV), the internal combustion engine: 

 

A. Drives the front wheels directly during high-speed highway cruise conditions 

B. Provides direct mechanical assist torque during hard acceleration events only 

C. Engages a clutch that connects to the transmission whenever the battery is depleted 

D. Never mechanically drives the wheels; it drives only a generator to charge the battery 
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4. An interior permanent magnet (IPM) motor differs from a surface-mounted permanent magnet (SPM) 

motor in that the IPM design: 

 

A. Embeds the magnets within slots in the rotor iron rather than on the rotor surface 

B. Uses ferrite magnets instead of rare-earth magnets to reduce manufacturing cost significantly 

C. Operates at lower nominal voltages because the magnets produce weaker magnetic fields 

D. Eliminates the need for any cooling system because internal losses are negligibly small 

 

5. Each IGBT in a hybrid inverter bridge is paired with an antiparallel diode (also called a free-wheeling 

diode). The diode's primary function is to: 

 

A. Block reverse current flow when the inverter is operating in motoring mode at full load 

B. Provide a safe circulating path for inductive motor current during inverter switching transitions 

C. Rectify the input DC voltage from the battery before it reaches the IGBT collector terminal 

D. Filter high-frequency switching noise that would otherwise reach the motor control board 

 

6. A battery pack specification reads "96s2p." This indicates: 

 

A. 96 cells in series with two such strings connected in parallel for additional capacity 

B. 96 individual modules each containing two cells in series for a total of 192 cells 

C. 96 amp-hours of capacity with 2-ohm internal resistance under normal operating conditions 

D. 96-volt nominal pack voltage with two-stage protection circuitry installed at the output 

 

7. Drive motor bearings on a PWM-inverter-driven motor can suffer from electrical bearing erosion. The 

most effective protection against this damage is: 

 

A. Replacing the bearings annually as part of preventive maintenance regardless of condition 

B. Adding extra grease to the bearings during every drive unit service interval 

C. Installing ceramic bearings, insulated bearings, or a grounding brush at the motor shaft 
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D. Running the motor only at lower PWM frequencies that produce less electrical stress 

 

8. When testing the insulation resistance of an HV cable using a megohmmeter, the technician should 

apply a test voltage of: 

 

A. 12 volts DC, the same voltage used for conventional automotive electrical resistance testing 

B. 120 volts AC, matching the line voltage of standard North American household receptacles 

C. 500 or 1000 volts DC per OEM specification for the component being tested for isolation 

D. Whatever the maximum the megger can produce, to ensure the most rigorous possible test 

 

9. Most modern hybrid and electric vehicles use which type of 12V auxiliary battery? 

 

A. Standard flooded lead-acid construction identical to conventional vehicle starting batteries 

B. Lithium iron phosphate (LFP) units that share chemistry with the high-voltage traction battery 

C. Gel-cell batteries that resist vibration but require slower charging than standard batteries 

D. Absorbent glass mat (AGM) construction for better cycle life and vibration resistance 

 

10. A typical HV battery pack uses a pre-charge contactor and resistor in parallel with the main positive 

contactor. The purpose of the pre-charge circuit is to: 

 

A. Provide a backup path for HV current if the main contactor fails during operation suddenly 

B. Reduce the steady-state current flowing through the main contactor by sharing the load 

C. Slowly charge the DC link capacitor before the main contactor closes, limiting inrush current 

D. Allow the main contactor to operate at a lower voltage rating than the pack output voltage 

 

11. Some plug-in hybrid vehicles include an electric catalyst pre-heater that energizes the catalyst before 

engine start. The primary purpose of this device is to: 

 

A. Provide a backup heat source for cabin heating during very cold-weather operation 
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B. Bring the catalyst into its light-off temperature range before the engine starts emitting 

C. Burn off oil deposits that accumulate on the catalyst during extended engine-off periods 

D. Generate exhaust pulses that help the engine reach normal idle speed more quickly on start 

 

12. A two-mode hybrid transmission uses additional clutches and brakes beyond what a simple power-

split design uses. These additional clutches: 

 

A. Increase the maximum vehicle speed by mechanically adding gear ratios above direct drive 

B. Allow the system to reconfigure the planetary arrangement, optimizing for different speed ranges 

C. Provide backup engagement if the primary planetary gearset suffers a mechanical failure event 

D. Disconnect the engine from the transmission when the vehicle operates in electric-only mode 

 

13. The gate drivers for the upper IGBTs in a three-phase inverter bridge must be electrically isolated 

from the gate drivers for the lower IGBTs. The reason for this isolation is: 

 

A. The upper IGBT's reference (emitter) potential swings with the switching node voltage, not ground 

B. Lower IGBTs operate at higher voltages than upper IGBTs and require stronger gate drive signals 

C. Isolation prevents the gate driver supply current from interfering with motor torque calculations 

D. Upper and lower IGBTs use different semiconductor materials requiring different drive voltages 

 

14. Active cell balancing differs from passive cell balancing in that active balancing: 

 

A. Continuously dissipates excess energy as heat regardless of imbalance level present 

B. Transfers charge from higher-voltage cells to lower-voltage cells rather than discarding it 

C. Runs only when the vehicle is plugged in to external charging power for safety reasons 

D. Operates faster but produces more electrical noise in the battery management system circuits 

 

15. The DC/DC converter in a hybrid uses a transformer in its DC/DC stage. The transformer's primary 

safety function is to: 
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A. Step up the HV battery voltage to a higher level for inverter operation efficiency 

B. Filter high-frequency switching noise from the input to prevent grid contamination 

C. Provide electrical isolation between the HV side and the 12V output side of the converter 

D. Store energy magnetically to support brief high-current demands on the 12V system loads 

 

16. A dual-motor BEV with one motor per axle can perform torque vectoring more effectively than a 

mechanical AWD system because: 

 

A. Each motor's torque can be controlled independently in real time by its dedicated inverter 

B. Electric motors always produce more torque than internal combustion engines under all conditions 

C. The vehicle's stability control system uses different sensors than mechanical AWD systems require 

D. Battery electric vehicles have a lower center of gravity that improves cornering performance 

 

17. A gate driver's "desaturation" protection circuit detects: 

 

A. The IGBT's gate voltage falling below the threshold required for full conduction state 

B. A voltage across the IGBT collector-emitter higher than expected for the current it carries 

C. The IGBT switching frequency exceeding the gate driver's maximum design specification rating 

D. Excessive temperature rise within the IGBT package during high-load operation conditions 

 

18. The conductive shield layer inside an orange HV cable serves to: 

 

A. Block any HV current that escapes the conductor from reaching nearby vehicle components 

B. Add mechanical strength so the cable resists crushing damage during vehicle operation 

C. Provide a backup conductor that can carry HV current if the primary conductor fails 

D. Contain the cable's electromagnetic emissions and route them safely to chassis ground 

 

19. An oxygen sensor on a Type-2 hybrid engine has its heater commanded on even when the engine is in 

auto-stop mode. The reason for this is: 
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A. The heater serves as a backup heat source that the cabin HVAC system uses indirectly 

B. Without continuous heating, the sensor would crack from thermal cycling each engine restart 

C. The OBD system requires continuous heater operation to maintain monitor readiness status 

D. Maintaining sensor temperature reduces the light-off time when the engine restarts later 

 

20. Atkinson-cycle engines used in hybrids often run external EGR (exhaust gas recirculation) at higher 

rates than conventional engines. The reason for the higher EGR rates is: 

 

A. Hybrid engines produce more NOx emissions and need additional EGR for compliance reasons 

B. The lower effective compression ratio supports more EGR while maintaining stable combustion 

C. The hybrid control system requires EGR to allow the engine to operate at cruise loads 

D. EGR provides additional cooling that the smaller hybrid radiator could not otherwise supply 

 

21. A current-generation EV uses an 800V battery architecture instead of 400V. The primary advantage 

of the higher system voltage is: 

 

A. The battery cells themselves are smaller and lighter than 400V system batteries at the same capacity 

B. Cabin heating becomes more efficient because higher voltage produces more heat per watt of input 

C. The PTC heater operates at lower current draw and produces less audible noise in the cabin 

D. Lower current at the same power allows smaller cables, contactors, and reduced I²R losses 

 

22. According to NFPA guidance, a damaged lithium-ion battery removed from a vehicle should be stored: 

 

A. At least 50 feet from any structure, vehicle, or ignition source on a non-combustible surface 

B. In a locked indoor storage cabinet with adequate ventilation and a smoke detector overhead 

C. Inside the vehicle until proper hazmat transport can be arranged for shipping the assembly 

D. Wrapped in plastic to prevent moisture intrusion that could increase the risk of thermal runaway 

 

23. Regenerative braking becomes ineffective at very low vehicle speeds. The primary reason is: 



7 

 

A. The HV battery cannot accept current below a minimum threshold required for safe operation 

B. The brake control module disables regen entirely during the final approach to a complete stop 

C. The driver's brake pedal application typically increases at low speeds, masking the regen effect 

D. The motor's back-EMF is proportional to speed, and at low speed it cannot drive useful current 

 

24. When bleeding the brake hydraulic system on a vehicle equipped with electro-hydraulic brakes (EHB), 

the technician should: 

 

A. Follow the same manual bleeding procedure used for conventional brake systems on any vehicle 

B. Apply higher pressure to the system to ensure air is pushed out of the accumulator 

C. Use the scan-tool-guided bleeding procedure that operates the pump and electronic valves throughout 

D. Disconnect the 12V battery first to prevent the system from interfering with the bleeding process 

 

25. The cooling jacket around a hybrid inverter's power module is most commonly cooled by: 

 

A. Ambient air drawn from the cabin and routed through the inverter on its way out 

B. The engine's main cooling system, sharing coolant with the ICE block and cylinder head 

C. A dedicated low-conductivity coolant loop separate from the engine cooling system circuit 

D. Refrigerant from the vehicle's air-conditioning system flowing through a chiller plate assembly 

 

26. An HV battery pack enclosure typically includes a pressure-relief vent or rupture disk. The purpose of 

this venting system is to: 

 

A. Equalize pressure between the pack interior and the atmosphere during normal temperature changes 

B. Allow the pack interior to "breathe" so condensation does not accumulate during cold operation 

C. Provide an inspection access port that the technician can open during routine pack service 

D. Safely direct gases from a thermal runaway event out of the pack away from the cabin 
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27. Some plug-in hybrid vehicles include fuel-age tracking that warns the driver if gasoline has been in 

the tank too long. The reason this monitoring is included is that: 

 

A. PHEV fuel tanks pressurize more than conventional tanks, accelerating chemical fuel breakdown over 

time 

B. PHEV emissions regulations require active monitoring of all fuel system condition parameters 

continuously 

C. PHEV fuel pumps cannot handle aged fuel and may seize if old gasoline is supplied through them 

D. PHEVs may go weeks between engine starts, allowing fuel to age and produce drivability issues 

 

28. An electric drive motor producing peak torque from zero RPM places higher load on its drive unit 

bearings than a conventional engine producing peak torque at higher RPM. This is because: 

 

A. The motor's electromagnetic noise interferes with normal bearing lubrication at low operating speed 

B. The bearings have less time at high-speed self-cleaning that removes contamination at low RPM 

C. Bearing load is determined by torque transmitted, and high torque at zero speed maximizes load 

D. Electric motors operate at lower temperatures, reducing the viscosity of the bearing lubricant 

 

29. The DC link capacitor between the HV battery and the inverter switching bridge serves to: 

 

A. Stabilize bus voltage during high-frequency current pulses drawn by the inverter switching 

B. Filter low-frequency ripple from the battery output before it reaches the inverter input 

C. Provide reactive power compensation that improves the motor's power factor during operation 

D. Store enough energy to operate the vehicle briefly if the HV battery disconnects suddenly 

 

30. A battery management system estimates state of charge (SOC) through which of the following primary 

techniques? 

 

A. Coulomb counting of current in and out combined with voltage-based correction at reference points 

B. Direct measurement of the chemical reaction rate inside each cell using internal probes 
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C. Calculating SOC from the temperature change of the cells during charge and discharge cycles 

D. Reading the SOC value from a dedicated sensor embedded inside each individual cell assembly 

 

31. Fully electric power steering (EPS) differs from electric-hydraulic power steering (EHPS) in that EPS: 

 

A. Uses an electric pump to provide pressurized hydraulic fluid to the steering rack assembly 

B. Eliminates the hydraulic system entirely, with an electric motor providing assist torque directly 

C. Operates the hydraulic pump from the HV bus rather than from the 12V auxiliary system 

D. Requires the engine to be running before assist becomes available to the driver at the wheel 

 

32. In a Type-3 series hybrid, the internal combustion engine: 

 

A. Drives only the generator (MG1) and has no mechanical connection to the drive wheels 

B. Drives the wheels directly through a single clutch when the battery state of charge is high 

C. Idles continuously to maintain catalyst temperature regardless of vehicle operating condition 

D. Operates at variable speeds matching the wheel speed through a continuously variable transmission 

 

33. The transmission portion of a hybrid drive unit typically uses: 

 

A. Conventional automatic transmission fluid identical to that used in standard automotive transmissions 

B. The same engine oil that lubricates the ICE crankshaft and connecting rod bearings during operation 

C. A specialized low-viscosity, high-temperature fluid selected by the OEM for the specific drive unit 

D. Synthetic gear oil with extreme-pressure additives identical to that used in heavy-truck differentials 

 

34. A heat pump system used for cabin heating loses efficiency as outside ambient temperature drops 

because: 

 

A. The refrigerant boiling point shifts at low temperatures, requiring more compressor work overall 

B. Less heat is available in cold outside air, reducing the heat delivered per unit input 
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C. The expansion valve becomes less responsive at low ambient temperatures, limiting refrigerant flow 

D. The compressor motor must operate above its rated temperature to produce enough cabin heat output 

 

35. The "six ASE system types" described in the L3 Certification Test Reference document: 

 

A. Define the only six battery chemistries that ASE recognizes as suitable for hybrid applications 

B. Categorize light-duty hybrid and electric vehicle architectures by their major component arrangements 

C. Specify the six commercial standards that EV charging stations must support for compatibility 

D. Identify the six major OEMs whose hybrid and electric vehicles are addressed by the L3 exam 

 

36. A vehicle capable of "V2L" (vehicle-to-load) operation differs from a standard EV in that V2L 

vehicles: 

 

A. Can accept faster DC fast charging than non-V2L vehicles at compatible charging stations 

B. Use larger battery packs than non-V2L vehicles to support the increased current capability 

C. Always require special OEM-specific charging equipment that other EVs cannot use safely 

D. Use bidirectional power electronics that can deliver AC power from the battery to external loads 

 

37. A motor control strategy that infers rotor position from the motor's electrical behavior without a 

dedicated position sensor is called: 

 

A. Sensorless control, which works well during normal operation but has limitations at zero speed 

B. Pulse-width modulation, which is used by all modern inverters whether they have sensors or not 

C. Vector control, which requires a higher-resolution sensor than conventional inverters typically use 

D. Open-loop control, which is used only on small motors below approximately 100 watts of power 

 

38. A scope on the three-phase output of a hybrid inverter shows all three waveforms with similar shape 

and timing, but phase A has noticeably lower peak amplitude than phases B and C. The most likely cause 

is: 
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A. Resolver malfunction sending incorrect rotor angle data to the inverter's control board 

B. A bad DC link capacitor causing uneven current delivery to the three bridge legs unequally 

C. A partial winding short in the phase A motor winding, reducing the effective coil impedance 

D. The vehicle's HV battery has insufficient state of charge to produce balanced output power 

 

39. The coolant used in HV battery and power electronics cooling loops is typically a low-conductivity 

formulation. The reason for this is to: 

 

A. Improve heat transfer efficiency by reducing electrical resistance within the coolant fluid path 

B. Prevent corrosion of the aluminum cooling jackets at the high temperatures of pack operation 

C. Minimize any current flow through coolant contact with the HV components inside the system 

D. Allow longer coolant service intervals by reducing chemical degradation during operation 

 

40. When the HV system in a hybrid vehicle goes through a brief shutdown event, the 12V auxiliary 

battery serves to: 

 

A. Provide cranking current to the motor-generator during the next HV system startup sequence 

B. Receive surplus charge from the HV system to balance state of charge between the two systems 

C. Operate the manual service disconnect mechanism automatically during emergency operating 

conditions 

D. Maintain uninterrupted power to critical 12V loads such as lights, displays, and controls 

 

41. The thermal interface between an IGBT power module and its cooling jacket is critical to inverter 

reliability because: 

 

A. Proper alignment is required for the connector pins between the module and the control board 

B. The IGBT semiconductor junction temperature rises rapidly under load if heat cannot transfer to coolant 

C. The thermal grease serves as electrical isolation between the IGBT case and the cooling system 

D. The cooling jacket must be replaced as a unit with the IGBT module to maintain factory torque 
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42. A hybrid customer reports the cabin is not getting warm in winter when the vehicle operates in electric-

only mode. The most likely cause is: 

 

A. The HV battery is below the temperature range needed to operate the cabin heater effectively 

B. The motor-generator is producing insufficient waste heat to support the cabin heating system 

C. A cooling system thermostat that has stuck open, preventing engine coolant from reaching the heater 

core 

D. The vehicle relies on engine coolant for cabin heat, and engine-off operation provides no heat source 

 

43. A large HV battery pack with multiple modules often uses a distributed battery management system 

in which: 

 

A. A master BMS communicates with multiple slave modules, each monitoring its assigned cells 

B. Each cell has its own dedicated BMS that communicates directly with the vehicle's main computer 

C. The BMS is integrated into the HV-ECU and uses no dedicated battery-management hardware 

D. Multiple BMS controllers operate in parallel as a vote-based redundancy system for safety 

 

44. An "eAxle" combines which components into a single integrated assembly? 

 

A. The HV battery pack with the motor-generator and the on-board charger in one cooled unit 

B. The vehicle control unit with the brake system controller and steering angle sensor module 

C. The motor-generator, inverter, gearset, and differential into a single drive unit at the axle 

D. The 12V auxiliary battery with the DC/DC converter and a small lithium backup cell pack 

 

45. DC fast charging using CCS (Combined Charging System) uses what method to communicate between 

the vehicle and the charger? 

 

A. The simple PWM pilot signal alone, identical to that used in Level 2 AC charging 

B. Bluetooth wireless communication between the vehicle's infotainment system and the charger interface 

C. A dedicated CAN bus that runs through the charging cable separate from the power conductors 
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D. Power line communication (PLC), which modulates digital data onto the pilot signal wire pair 

 

PRACTICE EXAM 2 — ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. B — LFP (lithium iron phosphate) chemistry trades energy density for better thermal stability and 

significantly longer cycle life. The olivine crystal structure resists thermal runaway better than NMC, and 

LFP cells typically deliver 3,000+ cycles versus 1,000-2,000 for NMC. This is why LFP has become the 

chemistry of choice for standard-range and stationary applications where energy density is less critical 

than longevity. 

2. A — A three-phase inverter bridge contains six switching devices arranged in three pairs — one upper 

switch and one lower switch per motor phase. Each pair is called a "half-bridge" or "phase leg," and 

together the six switches synthesize three-phase AC from the DC bus. The L3 expects fluency with this 

standard six-switch topology. 

3. D — In a Type-5 EREV, the internal combustion engine is mechanically coupled only to a generator 

(MG1) and has no mechanical connection to the drive wheels. The traction motor alone drives the wheels 

at all times, with the engine acting purely as a "range extender" that charges the battery when SOC drops. 

This distinguishes Type 5 from Type 4 PHEVs where the ICE can drive the wheels directly. 

4. A — Interior permanent magnet (IPM) motors embed the magnets within slots cut into the rotor iron, 

while surface-mounted (SPM) designs bond the magnets to the outside surface of the rotor. The embedded 

geometry creates magnetic saliency that produces an additional reluctance torque component, allowing 

IPM motors to operate efficiently across a wider speed range than SPM designs. 

5. B — The antiparallel "free-wheeling" diodes provide a safe circulating path for inductive motor current 

during the brief intervals when the IGBTs switch off. Motor windings are highly inductive, and inductors 

resist sudden current changes — without a path for the current to flow, the resulting voltage spike would 

destroy the IGBT switches. 

6. A — Battery pack notation "XsYp" indicates X cells in series and Y such strings in parallel. A 96s2p 

configuration therefore contains 96 cells wired in series to set pack voltage, with two such 96-cell strings 

paralleled to double the capacity. The L3 expects fluency with this standard notation for describing pack 

architecture. 

7. C — PWM-driven motors develop common-mode voltages that drive shaft currents through the 

bearings, eroding the races and balls through electrical discharge machining. The standard 

countermeasures are ceramic balls (non-conductive), insulated bearings (with an insulating layer between 

the race and housing), or grounding brushes that provide an alternate path for shaft current away from the 

bearings. 

8. C — Automotive HV insulation testing uses 500V or 1000V DC per OEM specification, applied with 

a megohmmeter (megger). Using less than the specified voltage produces invalid pass results; using more 
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than specified can damage components designed for a specific test voltage. Always verify the OEM-

specified test voltage before testing. 

9. D — Modern hybrids and EVs use AGM (absorbent glass mat) batteries for the 12V auxiliary system. 

AGM construction delivers better cycle life, vibration resistance, and deep-discharge tolerance than 

standard flooded lead-acid — all critical because the 12V battery in these vehicles cycles more deeply and 

works harder than in conventional vehicles. 

10. C — The DC link capacitor in the inverter must be charged gradually before the main contactor closes. 

The pre-charge contactor and series resistor allow the capacitor to charge over a few hundred milliseconds; 

once charged, the main contactor closes and the pre-charge circuit opens. Without pre-charge, the inrush 

current would weld the main contactor closed on first use. 

11. B — Electric catalyst pre-heaters energize the catalyst into its light-off temperature range (~250-

300°C) before the engine actually starts. This eliminates the cold-start emissions spike that would 

otherwise occur during the first few seconds of engine operation — critical for PHEV emissions 

compliance when the engine starts infrequently and rarely warms fully. 

12. B — A two-mode hybrid transmission uses additional clutches to reconfigure how the planetary gears 

are connected, providing different operating modes optimized for different vehicle speed ranges. At low 

speeds the system might operate as an input-split, while at high speeds it switches to a compound-split or 

fixed-gear mode for efficiency. 

13. A — In a half-bridge configuration, the upper IGBT's emitter connects to the switching node (motor 

phase output), which alternates between the positive and negative DC rails. The upper gate driver must 

therefore "float" with this switching node, which is at a different potential than chassis ground — requiring 

isolated gate drive circuitry to safely control the upper switch. 

14. B — Active balancing uses small DC/DC converters or similar circuits to transfer charge from higher-

voltage cells to lower-voltage cells, conserving the energy. Passive balancing instead dissipates excess 

energy as heat through bleed resistors. Active is more efficient but costlier and more complex; passive is 

simpler and adequate for most light-duty packs. 

15. C — The transformer inside a DC/DC converter provides galvanic electrical isolation between the HV 

input side and the 12V output side. This isolation is a critical safety feature: if a converter without isolation 

failed, HV potential could reach the 12V system and any technician touching what they thought was a 

12V circuit would be exposed to lethal voltage. 

16. A — A dual-motor BEV has an independent inverter for each motor, allowing each axle's torque to be 

controlled independently in real time by software command. Mechanical AWD systems rely on 

differentials, viscous couplings, or clutch packs that react to wheel slip — much slower and less precise 

than electronic per-axle control. 

17. B — Desaturation detection monitors the IGBT's collector-emitter voltage (Vce) while the gate is 

commanded on. A healthy saturated IGBT shows Vce of about 2-3 volts; if Vce stays high while the gate 
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signal is on, the IGBT cannot fully conduct — indicating a likely short-circuit fault. The driver shuts the 

IGBT off before it self-destructs. 

18. D — The braided conductive shield inside an orange HV cable contains the cable's electromagnetic 

emissions and routes them safely to chassis ground for EMC compliance. The shield does not carry HV 

current under normal operation; it is bonded to chassis ground at both cable ends to drain induced currents. 

19. D — Maintaining oxygen sensor temperature during auto-stop allows the sensor to provide accurate 

feedback immediately on engine restart, supporting precise fuel control and reducing post-restart 

emissions. Without heating, the sensor would cool below its operating temperature (~600°C) during auto-

stop and require time to recover after each restart. 

20. B — Atkinson-cycle engines have a lower effective compression ratio due to late intake valve closing. 

The reduced compression makes the engine more tolerant of high EGR rates without producing 

combustion instability, allowing higher EGR fractions for NOx control and pumping-loss reduction at part 

load. 

21. D — At the same power level, doubling voltage halves current. Lower current means smaller-gauge 

cables, smaller contactors, and substantially reduced I²R losses (which scale with current squared). This 

is the primary motivation for 800V architecture — it enables faster DC charging and lighter HV 

components without exotic conductors. 

22. A — NFPA guidance (NFPA 855) for damaged lithium-ion batteries calls for storage at least 50 feet 

from any structure, vehicle, or ignition source, on a non-combustible surface. The distance protects against 

thermal runaway propagation, fire spread, and toxic gas exposure if the pack ignites after removal. 

23. D — A motor's back-EMF is proportional to its rotational speed. At very low vehicle speeds, the motor 

produces very little back-EMF — too little to drive useful current into the HV battery against its terminal 

voltage. Below this threshold, regen torque effectively goes to zero and the brake blending system 

transitions entirely to friction braking. 

24. C — Electro-hydraulic brake systems use accumulators, electronic valves, and high-pressure circuits 

that cannot be bled manually. Scan-tool-guided procedures operate the system's pump and valves through 

a defined sequence to purge air from each circuit and verify pressure capability. Manual bleeding leaves 

trapped air and unsafe brake performance. 

25. C — Hybrid inverters are most commonly cooled by a dedicated low-conductivity coolant loop 

separate from the engine cooling system. This dedicated loop usually also cools the motor-generator and 

the on-board charger. The low-conductivity coolant minimizes any leakage current through fluid contact 

with HV components inside the system. 

26. D — The pressure-relief vent or rupture disk in an HV battery enclosure exists specifically to direct 

gases from a cell thermal runaway event safely out of the pack, away from the cabin and away from 

ignition sources. Without this vent, gas pressure could rupture the enclosure unpredictably, allowing 

flames and toxic gases into the passenger compartment. 
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27. D — Plug-in hybrid drivers who use mostly electric mode may go weeks or months between engine 

starts, during which time gasoline in the tank can age, oxidize, and develop drivability issues like hard 

starting and reduced power. Fuel-age monitoring warns the driver to refresh the fuel before degradation 

creates real running problems. 

28. C — Bearing load is directly proportional to the torque transmitted through the shaft. Electric motors 

produce peak torque from zero RPM, so the bearings experience maximum load at startup — the most 

stressful condition. ICE-driven systems develop peak torque at higher RPM where bearing lubrication is 

already established, making them inherently less demanding on bearings. 

29. A — The DC link capacitor stabilizes the DC bus voltage during the high-frequency current pulses 

the inverter draws while switching. Without it, the bus voltage would sag and rebound with every PWM 

pulse, producing distorted motor current and severe stress on both the battery and the IGBTs. 

30. A — Modern BMS implementations estimate SOC primarily through coulomb counting — integrating 

current in and out of the pack over time — combined with periodic voltage-based corrections at reference 

points like full charge, full discharge, or rest periods when open-circuit voltage correlates with SOC. 

Neither method alone is accurate enough; the combination is. 

31. B — Full EPS eliminates the hydraulic system entirely and uses an electric motor (typically on the 

steering column or rack) to provide assist torque directly. EHPS retains the hydraulic rack but drives the 

pump electrically rather than by belt. EPS is more efficient because it draws power only when steering 

input is applied. 

32. A — In a Type-3 series hybrid, the internal combustion engine drives only the generator (MG1) and 

has no mechanical connection to the drive wheels. All wheel drive torque comes from the electric traction 

motor (MG2), with the ICE/generator serving only to charge the battery and supply power to the motor as 

needed. 

33. C — Hybrid drive units use specialized low-viscosity, high-temperature fluids that the OEM selects 

specifically for the drive unit's combination of motor windings, gears, bearings, and (in some designs) 

integrated cooling functions. Standard ATF, engine oil, or differential gear oil are not interchangeable and 

may damage motor windings or compromise insulation. 

34. B — A heat pump moves heat from one location to another rather than generating it. As outside 

ambient temperature drops, less heat energy is available in the cold outside air to extract, so the heat pump 

moves less heat per unit of electrical input — its coefficient of performance falls steadily as outdoor 

temperature decreases. 

35. B — The "six ASE system types" in the L3 Certification Test Reference document categorize light-

duty hybrid and electric vehicle architectures by their major component arrangements: start-stop, mild 

hybrid, power-split, PHEV, EREV, and BEV. Recognizing which type a vehicle uses guides diagnostic 

strategy because the architectures behave very differently. 

36. D — V2L (vehicle-to-load) operation requires bidirectional power electronics — typically a 

bidirectional on-board charger and inverter — capable of taking DC from the battery, converting it to AC, 
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and delivering it through a vehicle outlet to external loads. Standard EVs have unidirectional charging 

hardware and cannot deliver power outward. 

37. A — Sensorless control infers rotor position from the motor's electrical behavior — back-EMF 

observation at speed and high-frequency signal injection at low speed — without a dedicated resolver or 

encoder. It works well during normal driving but has reduced accuracy at zero speed because back-EMF 

is too low to detect reliably. 

38. C — A partial winding short in one phase reduces that phase's effective impedance, which the inverter 

compensates for by reducing applied voltage — producing the observed lower amplitude on phase A. 

Resolver, battery, and DC link capacitor faults would affect all three phases similarly; a single-phase 

amplitude difference points to a phase-specific defect. 

39. C — Low-conductivity coolant is used in HV component cooling loops to minimize any leakage 

current that could flow through coolant in contact with HV components, preserving isolation. A high-

conductivity coolant could become a leakage path for HV current, defeating the isolation that keeps the 

chassis safe to touch. 

40. D — The 12V auxiliary battery maintains uninterrupted power to critical loads such as lights, 

dashboard displays, control modules, and safety systems during brief HV system shutdown events when 

the DC/DC converter is momentarily inactive. Without the 12V battery as a buffer, every HV transition 

would blank out essential vehicle functions. 

41. B — The thermal interface (typically thermal grease, paste, or a phase-change pad) provides the heat 

transfer path from the IGBT die to the cooling jacket. If this interface degrades or is improperly applied, 

IGBT junction temperature rises rapidly under load — and excess junction temperature is the leading 

cause of IGBT failure in hybrid inverters. 

42. D — Many older hybrids and even some current designs rely on engine coolant as the primary cabin 

heat source through a conventional heater core. When the vehicle operates in electric-only mode, no 

engine waste heat is generated, and cabin heating becomes ineffective until the engine starts. Newer 

designs add PTC heaters or heat pumps to address this. 

43. A — Large HV battery packs use distributed BMS architecture in which a master BMS aggregates 

data from multiple slave modules, each monitoring its assigned cells and reporting cell voltages, 

temperatures, and balance status back to the master. This scales well to packs with hundreds of cells and 

reduces wiring complexity compared to a centralized design. 

44. C — An eAxle integrates the motor-generator, inverter, reduction gearset, and differential into a single 

drive unit located at the axle. The integration reduces weight, packaging volume, wiring complexity, and 

assembly cost compared to having these components in separate housings — and is now standard in 

current-generation EVs. 

45. D — CCS (Combined Charging System) uses Power Line Communication (PLC) per ISO 15118 to 

handshake between the vehicle and the charger. The PLC modulates digital data onto the pilot signal wire 
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pair, negotiating charging parameters, authentication, and the high-power session — far more capability 

than the simple PWM pilot of Level 2 AC charging. 

 

 

 


