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PRACTICE EXAM 10: ASE C1 

SIMULATION (50 QUESTIONS) 
 

 

Recommended time: 75 minutes. Domain distribution: 23 Communications / 18 Product Knowledge 

/ 9 Shop Operations. Content angles distinctly different from Exams 1, 2, 3, and 4. 

 

 

1. A customer arrives for a major repair and asks how long the work will take. Setting accurate 

expectations means the consultant should: 

 

A. Quote the technician's flat-rate time, since that reflects the labor hours billed 

B. Provide the shortest possible duration to keep the customer committed to authorizing the work 

C. Provide a realistic estimated completion window that accounts for parts, diagnosis, and shop 

workload 

D. Give a vague answer such as "as soon as possible" to avoid committing to a specific timeframe 

 

2. An inbound caller asks for the service consultant by name, but the consultant is on another line. The 

best practice is to: 

 

A. Offer to take a message or return the call within a stated timeframe, identifying the alternative 

B. Place the caller on hold indefinitely until the consultant finishes the other line 

C. Transfer the call to any available consultant without explaining the situation to the caller 

D. Tell the caller the consultant is busy and ask them to try calling back later in the day 

 

3. The most reliable way for a service consultant to communicate a customer's specific concern to the 

technician is to: 

 

A. Verbally relay the concern when the technician comes up to pick up the keys 

B. Send a brief text message to the technician's personal phone with the symptoms 

C. Tape a sticky note to the steering wheel describing what the customer reported 

D. Document the concern in writing on the repair order, including symptoms and conditions 

 

4. On a typical modern engine, the serpentine belt is most directly responsible for driving which group 

of components? 

 

A. The fuel injectors, oxygen sensors, and exhaust gas recirculation valve 

B. The alternator, water pump, power steering pump, and air conditioning compressor 

C. The starter motor, ignition coils, and engine control module cooling fans 

D. The camshafts, valvetrain components, and oil pump within the engine assembly 
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5. When the customer describes a vehicle symptom that the consultant does not immediately recognize, 

the most professional response is to: 

 

A. Document the description in the customer's own words and ask clarifying questions to expand detail 

B. Suggest a likely cause based on similar concerns to demonstrate technical expertise to the customer 

C. Tell the customer the symptom is uncommon and recommend they try another shop for diagnosis 

D. Skip the symptom description and write a generic "check and advise" note on the repair order 

 

6. A customer becomes visibly upset when told a repair will cost more than initially quoted. The first 

step in restoring the customer relationship is to: 

 

A. Offer a discount immediately to compensate for the inconvenience caused by the price change 

B. Explain the technical reasons for the higher cost in detail before the customer can respond further 

C. Reduce the recommendation to only the urgent items so the original quote can still be honored 

D. Acknowledge the customer's frustration and reaffirm that no additional work will proceed without 

approval 

 

7. A customer's owner's manual lists a "severe service" maintenance schedule in addition to the normal 

schedule. The severe service schedule generally applies to vehicles that: 

 

A. Are driven only on highways at steady speeds for extended periods of daily commuting 

B. Have an extended warranty package purchased at the time of the original vehicle sale 

C. Operate under conditions like short trips, heavy loads, extreme temperatures, or dusty environments 

D. Are equipped with a factory tow package regardless of whether the vehicle is actually used for 

towing 

 

8. A customer reports that the automatic transmission shifts hard and occasionally slips between second 

and third gear. The most likely first diagnostic step is to: 

 

A. Replace the transmission filter and fluid as preventive maintenance before any further testing 

B. Check the transmission fluid level and condition, then scan for transmission diagnostic trouble codes 

C. Recommend a complete transmission rebuild based on the symptom pattern the customer described 

D. Road-test the vehicle with the customer to confirm whether the symptom is driver perception only 

 

9. A customer's vehicle is overheating, and the engine coolant is visibly low in the reservoir. Before 

adding coolant, the consultant should ensure the technician: 

 

A. Adds the coolant directly to the radiator with the engine warm to speed up the refill process 

B. Uses any available coolant type, since modern formulations are universally cross-compatible 

C. Bills the customer for the coolant top-off before confirming the source of the loss 

D. Allows the system to cool, then inspects for the cause of the coolant loss before refilling 

 

10. When a customer brings in a vehicle for an oil change and the consultant notices the tire tread is 

significantly worn, the most appropriate action is to: 
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A. Mention the tire condition during the write-up and offer a courtesy inspection with measurement 

B. Replace the tires without authorization, since worn tires are a serious safety concern needing action 

C. Wait until the customer returns to pick up the vehicle to mention what was observed on inspection 

D. Document the worn tires on the invoice without mentioning them verbally to the customer at all 

 

11. A "courtesy" or "complimentary" multi-point inspection performed during a routine service visit is 

generally classified within the shop as: 

 

A. A billable diagnostic service requiring its own customer authorization separate from the main service 

B. An optional service the technician may decline if other work in the shop demands more priority 

C. A no-charge value-added service that supports proactive maintenance recommendations to the 

customer 

D. A warranty obligation required by the vehicle manufacturer on every visit regardless of mileage 

 

12. A customer asks the consultant to release vehicle service records to a third party who is not on the 

account. The consultant should: 

 

A. Provide the records, since the third party already knows the customer and clearly has authorization 

B. Verify written or verbal authorization from the account holder before releasing any service records 

C. Refuse to discuss the issue and tell the third party to obtain the records on their own elsewhere 

D. Release only the most recent invoice, since older records would not be relevant to the third party 

 

13. A vehicle equipped with a tire pressure monitoring system (TPMS) illuminates the low-pressure 

warning light. The most likely cause is: 

 

A. One or more tires has fallen below the threshold pressure programmed into the vehicle's system 

B. A sensor battery has failed in every wheel position, triggering a system-wide false alarm condition 

C. The tire tread depth has worn below the legal minimum requirement for safe road operation 

D. The wheel alignment has shifted outside specification, causing the system to trigger an alert 

 

14. A customer's vehicle is registered in a jurisdiction with an emissions testing requirement, and the 

malfunction indicator lamp (MIL) is illuminated. The customer must understand that: 

 

A. The vehicle will still pass emissions testing if the underlying problem is intermittent and minor 

B. The illuminated lamp can be safely ignored during testing because most testing stations overlook it 

C. The lamp can simply be cleared with a scan tool just prior to the test for a guaranteed pass 

D. The vehicle will likely fail emissions testing until the underlying fault is diagnosed and repaired 

 

15. A customer reports the vehicle pulls to the right during normal driving on a level road. After tire 

pressure is verified to be correct, the next most likely cause is: 

 

A. A worn rear shock absorber on the opposite side of the vehicle from the pulling direction 

B. A wheel alignment problem, most commonly a camber or caster difference between the front wheels 

C. A failing automatic transmission torque converter producing uneven torque transfer at speed 

D. An exhaust system leak between the catalytic converter and the muffler assembly section 
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16. A repair requires specialized equipment the shop does not have, such as a frame straightening 

machine. The standard practice is to: 

 

A. Refer the customer to another facility entirely and decline to involve the shop in the repair process 

B. Quote the customer for the labor only and let them locate the specialized equipment themselves 

C. Sublet the operation to a qualified facility and include the sublet cost on the customer's invoice 

D. Attempt the repair with available equipment and disclose the limitation only if a problem develops 

 

17. At the conclusion of a recommendation presentation, the consultant should close by: 

 

A. Asking a direct question that confirms the customer's decision to authorize or decline the work 

B. Restating every diagnostic finding in technical terms to reinforce the value of the recommendation 

C. Telling the customer the recommendation is the only correct option for their vehicle and situation 

D. Pausing silently for the customer to volunteer their decision without any further consultant prompt 

 

18. A customer's communication style is brief, direct, and focused on facts and timelines. The most 

effective consultant response style with this customer is to: 

 

A. Spend additional time explaining the underlying mechanical theory of every recommendation made 

B. Mirror the customer's style with concise, factual updates and clear timeline commitments throughout 

C. Build extensive personal rapport through small talk before delivering any service information 

D. Provide elaborate written documentation of every recommendation including all background detail 

 

19. A technician on a hybrid vehicle service must remove the high-voltage service disconnect. The 

required personal protective equipment includes: 

 

A. Standard mechanic's gloves and safety glasses appropriate for routine automotive shop work 

B. Steel-toed boots and a face shield, with no special hand protection required for the task 

C. Latex examination gloves and a standard cotton shop apron worn over normal work clothing 

D. Class 0 (1000-volt rated) insulated rubber gloves with leather protectors and safety glasses 

 

20. On a manufacturer warranty repair, the consultant must ensure the repair order documentation 

includes: 

 

A. The customer's verbal authorization only, since warranty work does not require a written record 

B. A summary of the customer's payment for the repair, even when no charge applies to the customer 

C. The customer's reported concern in their own words, the diagnostic cause, and the correction 

performed 

D. Only the manufacturer's flat-rate operation code, with no narrative description of the repair process 

 

21. A customer expresses doubt about a recommended repair and asks if they should seek a second 

opinion. The consultant's most professional response is to: 

 

A. Discourage the second opinion by emphasizing the shop's superior diagnostic capability and 

equipment 

B. Support the customer's right to a second opinion and offer to provide diagnostic documentation 
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C. Tell the customer the diagnosis is final and any other shop would charge additional diagnostic fees 

D. Lower the price of the repair on the spot to retain the customer and prevent the second opinion 

 

22. Brake fluid in most modern vehicles is hygroscopic, which means it: 

 

A. Absorbs moisture from the surrounding air, which lowers the boiling point of the fluid over time 

B. Repels water completely, allowing it to maintain its original boiling point indefinitely in service 

C. Becomes thicker over time as it absorbs road heat from the brake calipers during normal use 

D. Resists chemical breakdown from the metal components in the brake system for the vehicle's life 

 

23. A consultant's body language during a customer interaction should convey: 

 

A. Authority and control by maintaining a distant, formal posture throughout the entire conversation 

B. Casual familiarity by leaning on the service counter to put the customer at ease as much as possible 

C. Attentiveness through open posture, eye contact, and active engagement with what the customer is 

saying 

D. Efficiency by typing on the computer continuously to demonstrate that work is already being initiated 

 

24. The primary functional difference between a written estimate and a written quote in shop operations 

is that: 

 

A. An estimate is always more accurate than a quote because it accounts for diagnostic findings 

B. A quote may be revised at any time, while an estimate is binding once signed by the customer 

C. The two terms are completely interchangeable and have no functional difference under shop policy 

D. An estimate is an approximation that may change with findings, while a quote is a firm fixed price 

 

25. At vehicle delivery, the consultant should review the repair order with the customer to: 

 

A. Convince the customer to authorize additional recommended services before the vehicle is released 

B. Justify each line item on the invoice in technical depth to prevent any future questions or disputes 

C. Confirm the work performed, explain charges, and address any questions before the customer leaves 

D. Collect the customer's payment quickly and minimize the time spent reviewing what was done 

 

26. Before any repair is performed on a customer's vehicle, the repair order must contain: 

 

A. A photograph of the vehicle's exterior taken before the customer turns over the keys 

B. The customer's signature authorizing the work and the estimated cost of the repair 

C. The technician's flat-rate hours pre-calculated and approved by the shop foreman 

D. A copy of the customer's driver's license attached to the repair order documentation 

 

27. The fundamental purpose of recommending additional services beyond what the customer originally 

requested is to: 

 

A. Inform the customer of vehicle conditions discovered during inspection so they can make informed 

decisions 

B. Maximize the average repair order value on every visit regardless of actual vehicle condition findings 
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C. Meet the shop's monthly performance targets set by management for the consultant's department 

D. Generate billable labor hours for technicians who would otherwise have unproductive time in the bay 

 

28. A customer asks why the owner's manual specifies a particular engine oil viscosity such as 5W-30. 

The correct response is that the viscosity rating describes the oil's: 

 

A. Volume measurement in quarts, which determines how much oil the engine actually requires 

B. Useful service life in miles before requiring a complete drain-and-refill replacement service 

C. Detergent additive concentration measured in parts per million inside the oil's chemical formula 

D. Flow characteristics at cold and operating temperatures, matched to the engine's design tolerances 

 

29. A customer reports a knocking sound from the front of the vehicle when driving over uneven 

pavement, and the front end feels loose. The most likely worn component is: 

 

A. The front brake caliper sliding pins, which would also produce uneven brake pad wear over time 

B. The front strut assembly, ball joint, or sway bar end link in the front suspension system 

C. The rack-and-pinion steering boot, which has split and is allowing dirt to enter the unit 

D. The front wheel bearing hub, which would typically produce a rotational humming sound 

 

30. A customer at delivery indicates they cannot pay the full repair invoice today. The consultant's first 

step is to: 

 

A. Determine whether the shop offers payment plan options or partial payment arrangements 

B. Demand the full amount immediately and refuse to release the vehicle under any circumstances 

C. Reduce the invoice on the spot to a figure the customer states they can afford to pay today 

D. Tell the customer the vehicle will be impounded immediately if payment is not made in full 

 

31. The primary purpose of a post-service follow-up contact with the customer is to: 

 

A. Generate additional service recommendations based on what was deferred at the original visit 

B. Request that the customer write a positive online review of the recent service experience 

C. Schedule the customer's next routine maintenance appointment well in advance of the date 

D. Verify the customer's satisfaction with the repair and address any issues before they escalate 

 

32. The OBD-II diagnostic connector on a vehicle sold in the U.S. market is required to be located: 

 

A. In the engine compartment, mounted to the firewall near the powertrain control module 

B. Under the hood near the battery, accessible for handheld scan tool connection during a check 

C. Within the passenger compartment, generally within reach of the driver's seat under the dashboard 

D. In the trunk, mounted near the spare tire well for protection from interior dust and damage 

 

33. A customer returns one week after a repair complaining that the same problem has reoccurred. The 

consultant should: 

 

A. Apologize, document the recurring concern in detail, and prioritize the vehicle for re-diagnosis at no 

charge 
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B. Tell the customer the original repair carries no warranty and a new diagnostic fee will apply for re-

inspection 

C. Refer the customer to the manufacturer's warranty hotline since the problem may not be the shop's 

responsibility 

D. Quote the customer for a new repair from scratch as if the prior visit had never taken place on the 

vehicle 

 

34. During a routine oil change, the technician inspects the engine air filter and finds it dark and clogged 

with debris. The consultant should: 

 

A. Replace the air filter without notifying the customer, since the cost is minimal and the need is clear 

B. Show the customer the dirty filter and recommend replacement, explaining the impact on 

performance and economy 

C. Note the condition on the invoice without verbal mention since the customer can read it after picking 

up the vehicle 

D. Wait until the next scheduled service interval to address the issue regardless of the filter's current 

condition 

 

35. A customer brings in a diesel-powered light truck and reports the diesel exhaust fluid (DEF) warning 

light is on. The consultant should explain that: 

 

A. The DEF system can be disabled with a software flash to eliminate the warning entirely for the 

customer 

B. The warning is cosmetic only and the vehicle will continue operating normally for an indefinite 

period of time 

C. The DEF warning indicates a fuel filter issue rather than an emissions system fluid concern in any 

case 

D. The DEF reservoir must be refilled or the vehicle will eventually enter a reduced-power or no-start 

mode 

 

36. Modern spark plugs in many gasoline vehicles are designed with extended service intervals, often: 

 

A. Every 15,000 miles or one year of service, whichever interval comes first in normal driving 

B. At the same interval as the engine oil change, ensuring consistent replacement timing throughout 

C. Between 60,000 and 100,000 miles depending on the spark plug material and engine specifications 

D. Only when the vehicle exhibits an active misfire condition triggering a diagnostic trouble code 

 

37. A customer waiting area should be maintained to: 

 

A. Provide the latest sales literature on new vehicles to encourage trade-in conversations with customers 

B. Offer a clean, comfortable environment with seating, refreshments, and adequate information 

resources 

C. Display the shop's full price list for all services so customers can independently compare service costs 

D. Restrict customer movement to a confined area to prevent any access to the active service bays 
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38. A customer asks why the technician used a torque wrench when reinstalling the wheels after a tire 

rotation. The consultant should explain that: 

 

A. The torque wrench is required by shop policy only as a way to document the time spent on the 

service 

B. The torque setting affects only the cosmetic finish of the lug nuts rather than safety considerations 

C. Torque specifications are general guidelines and any tool that tightens the lugs sufficiently will work 

D. Proper torque ensures the wheel is securely fastened without warping the rotor or stretching the studs 

 

39. A customer's vehicle has a cabin air filter that is overdue for replacement. The consultant should 

explain that this filter: 

 

A. Filters dust, pollen, and contaminants from the air entering the passenger compartment ventilation 

system 

B. Filters engine intake air before it reaches the throttle body and combustion chambers in the engine 

C. Filters fuel before it reaches the high-pressure pump and fuel injectors in the engine assembly 

D. Filters transmission fluid as it circulates through the cooler lines mounted in the radiator's lower tank 

 

40. When writing a customer concern on a repair order, the most useful phrasing follows the format: 

 

A. "Customer states vehicle has a problem and needs to be checked by the next available technician" 

B. "Vehicle requires diagnosis for unspecified concern reported during the original service write-up" 

C. "Customer states [symptom] occurs when [conditions] — driver notices [specific observable detail]" 

D. "Bring vehicle in for inspection at the technician's earliest opportunity during the current shift" 

 

41. A customer has not picked up their vehicle for over thirty days after repair completion, and storage 

charges have begun accruing under shop policy. The next step is to: 

 

A. Donate the vehicle to charity, since the customer has effectively abandoned the unit at the shop 

facility 

B. Sell the vehicle informally to a known buyer to recover the cost of the unpaid repair invoice quickly 

C. Tow the vehicle off the lot and bill the customer for the towing charges along with the repair invoice 

D. Follow the jurisdiction's mechanic's lien procedure, which typically requires formal written notice 

steps 

 

42. A customer reports a sulfur or "rotten egg" odor from the exhaust under certain driving conditions. 

The most likely component to investigate first is: 

 

A. The fuel tank vent system, including the evaporative emissions purge valve and canister assembly 

B. The catalytic converter, since this odor commonly indicates fuel mixture issues affecting converter 

function 

C. The transmission cooler line at the radiator, which may be leaking fluid onto a hot exhaust section 

D. The engine coolant overflow reservoir, which may be releasing pressure through the radiator cap 

 

43. Before writing up a service ticket, the consultant should perform a brief walkaround of the 

customer's vehicle in order to: 
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A. Document any pre-existing exterior damage and visible conditions to prevent later disputes with the 

customer 

B. Estimate the vehicle's trade-in value for the sales department's reference on potential future deals 

C. Identify branding opportunities to recommend protective coatings or detail services to the customer 

D. Verify the customer's stated mileage by comparing it to a visual estimate of the odometer's reading 

 

44. A P0301 diagnostic trouble code indicates a cylinder 1 misfire. Common causes the consultant 

should be prepared to discuss with the customer include: 

 

A. The transmission valve body solenoid, the throttle position sensor, and the mass airflow sensor circuit 

B. The vehicle's wheel alignment, the steering angle sensor, and the brake light switch input signal 

C. A failed spark plug or coil, a clogged or leaking fuel injector, or a mechanical issue like a leaking 

valve 

D. The cabin air filter, the windshield washer pump, and the headlight aiming adjustment screw position 

 

45. A serpentine belt is found to be glazed and cracked during inspection. The most appropriate 

consultant action is to: 

 

A. Recommend the belt be replaced only after it has visibly failed, since cracking alone is normal aging 

B. Recommend belt replacement now, explaining that a broken belt would disable accessories and cause 

stranding 

C. Suggest the customer drive the vehicle until the belt slips or squeals audibly before any replacement 

D. Quote a complete engine drive system overhaul including the water pump and timing components 

together 

 

46. A customer reports the vehicle has been slow to start in cold weather. Before recommending any 

specific repair, the technician should: 

 

A. Replace the battery immediately as a precaution, since slow starting is always a battery condition 

B. Replace the starter motor as a precaution, since the cranking complaint suggests the starter directly 

C. Replace both the battery and the starter motor together to ensure the symptom does not return again 

D. Test the battery's state of charge and capacity, the starter draw, and the charging system output 

 

47. A customer asks why their vehicle needs more frequent service than the previous vehicle they 

owned. The most accurate explanation is that: 

 

A. All modern vehicles require service at identical intervals, and the customer's perception is mistaken 

B. Newer vehicles are inherently less reliable than older designs and therefore require more attention 

C. Maintenance intervals vary by manufacturer, model, drivetrain, and operating conditions for each 

vehicle 

D. Service intervals are determined solely by the dealer's profit objectives rather than any technical basis 

 

48. When transcribing a customer's verbal concern to the repair order, the consultant should: 

 

A. Capture the description in the customer's own language, using quotation marks for direct customer 

statements 
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B. Translate the description into technical terminology to assist the technician's interpretation of the 

symptom 

C. Summarize the description in a single short sentence to keep the repair order narrative section concise 

D. Omit the description if the consultant suspects the cause and write the suspected diagnosis instead 

 

49. A tire rotation is recommended at approximately what interval on most passenger vehicles? 

 

A. Every 25,000 to 30,000 miles, regardless of the vehicle's specific tire wear pattern observations 

B. At each oil change visit only if the customer specifically requests the rotation during write-up 

C. Every 5,000 to 8,000 miles, or as specified in the vehicle owner's manual under tire maintenance 

D. Only when the tires show clearly visible uneven wear between front and rear axle positions 

 

50. A customer satisfaction index (CSI) score is most directly used by the shop to: 

 

A. Determine the technician's hourly compensation rate for the current pay period of the year 

B. Measure the customer's overall experience and identify areas for service process improvement 

C. Set the next year's labor rate based on what individual customers indicate they are willing to pay 

D. Decide which customers should be removed from the shop's contact list for future communications 
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ANSWER KEY (Practice Exam 10) 

1. C — A realistic estimated completion window is the consultant's tool for setting expectations accurately 

based on parts availability, diagnostic time, and shop workload. Flat-rate hours measure labor billing only, 

not real elapsed time, and vague or artificially short windows damage trust when the vehicle is not ready 

when promised. 

2. A — When the requested consultant is unavailable, offering a specific alternative — a message or a 

callback within a stated timeframe — respects the caller's time and maintains professionalism. Indefinite 

holds, unexplained transfers, and "call back later" responses shift the work onto the customer and damage 

the relationship. 

3. D — The repair order is the official written communication document between consultant and 

technician. Written documentation on the RO ensures the technician has the customer's exact concern 

available throughout diagnosis and creates a permanent record if a dispute arises later. Verbal, text, or 

sticky-note methods can be lost or misinterpreted. 

4. B — The serpentine belt is a single belt that drives multiple engine accessories from the crankshaft 

pulley, typically including the alternator, water pump, power steering pump, and AC compressor. Fuel 

injectors, the starter motor, and internal components like camshafts and the oil pump are not driven by the 

serpentine belt. 

5. A — The customer's exact description is essential diagnostic information, and unfamiliar symptoms 

should be documented verbatim rather than guessed. Asking clarifying questions expands the detail the 

technician needs for accurate diagnosis without misleading them with a premature interpretation. 

6. D — Emotional acknowledgment must precede factual response when a customer is upset, and 

reassuring them they retain full authorization control restores the trust that was disrupted by the cost 

surprise. Discounting, defending, or unilaterally reducing scope before addressing the emotion fails to 

repair the relationship. 

7. C — Severe service schedules exist because operating conditions like frequent short trips, heavy towing 

or loads, extreme temperatures, and dusty environments accelerate wear on engine oil, filters, and 

components. Most owner's manuals list these specific conditions as severe service triggers requiring more 

frequent maintenance intervals. 

8. B — Transmission diagnosis begins with the simplest, most informative checks: fluid level and 

condition reveal obvious issues like low fluid, burnt smell, or debris, and a scan tool reads stored DTCs 

and live data from the transmission control module. Jumping to fluid replacement or recommending a 

rebuild skips diagnosis and risks unnecessary cost. 

9. D — Opening a hot cooling system risks burn injuries from pressurized steam and scalding coolant, 

and refilling without finding the leak just delays the same overheating event. Identifying the cause — 

hose, water pump, head gasket, or radiator — before refilling protects both the technician and the engine. 



12 

 

10. A — Observed safety items should be raised proactively when noticed, and offering a courtesy 

inspection with measurement turns an observation into a documented recommendation the customer can 

authorize. Replacing without authorization, delaying mention, or only writing the condition on the invoice 

all fail the customer's right to informed consent. 

11. C — A courtesy or complimentary multi-point inspection is a no-charge, value-added service the shop 

provides to surface vehicle conditions and support legitimate maintenance recommendations. It is neither 

warranty-required nor optional for the technician — it is part of the standard service workflow on every 

visit. 

12. B — Customer service records are confidential and may only be released with proper authorization 

from the account holder. Releasing based on assumption, refusing without explanation, or selectively 

releasing partial records all create privacy and legal risk for the shop and violate the customer's trust. 

13. A — The TPMS warning light triggers when one or more tires fall below the threshold pressure 

programmed into the system, typically around 25 percent below the placard pressure. Sensor battery 

failures, tread depth, and alignment do not trigger the low-pressure warning lamp — they trigger different 

indicators or none at all. 

14. D — An illuminated MIL signals an active emissions-related fault, and most testing programs treat 

this as an automatic failure regardless of severity. Clearing codes just before testing typically triggers a 

"not ready" status that also fails the test, and ignoring the lamp is not a viable approach to passing 

emissions. 

15. B — A vehicle pull on a level road with verified correct tire pressure is most commonly caused by a 

side-to-side difference in front-end alignment angles, particularly camber and caster. Shock absorbers, 

transmission torque converters, and exhaust leaks do not produce a directional pull during normal driving. 

16. C — When the shop lacks specialized equipment, the standard practice is to sublet the work to a 

qualified outside facility and pass the documented cost through on the customer's invoice. This maintains 

shop responsibility for the overall repair while leveraging external capability where appropriate. 

17. A — Effective recommendation closing requires asking a direct authorization question so the customer 

can clearly approve or decline the work. Silent waiting puts the burden on the customer, technical re-

explanation creates confusion, and pressure tactics damage trust and lower long-term retention. 

18. B — Communication should be tailored to the customer's style, and a brief, direct customer is best 

served by concise factual updates and clear timeline commitments. Extended mechanical theory, small 

talk, or elaborate written documentation slows down a customer who values efficiency and disregards 

their stated preferences. 

19. D — High-voltage work on hybrid and EV systems requires Class 0 insulated rubber gloves rated for 

1000 volts, worn with leather protectors to prevent puncture, along with safety glasses. Standard 

mechanic's gloves, latex examination gloves, or boot-only PPE provide no electrical insulation and are 

unsafe for HV exposure. 
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20. C — The Three Cs — Concern, Cause, Correction — are the required documentation elements for 

warranty claims and standard repair orders. Manufacturers will deny warranty claims missing any of these 

elements, regardless of whether the work was performed correctly, so complete documentation protects 

shop reimbursement. 

21. B — A confident shop welcomes second opinions and offers supporting diagnostic documentation, 

which builds trust and demonstrates transparency in the recommendation. Discouraging, threatening 

additional fees, or discounting on the spot all signal a lack of confidence in the diagnosis and damage the 

relationship long-term. 

22. A — Brake fluid is hygroscopic, meaning it absorbs moisture from atmospheric humidity through 

hose walls and reservoir vents. The absorbed water lowers the fluid's boiling point, which can cause brake 

fade under heavy use, which is why manufacturers recommend periodic brake fluid flushes. 

23. C — Effective service-lane body language demonstrates attentiveness through open posture, sustained 

eye contact, and active engagement with what the customer is saying. Distant formality, casual leaning on 

the counter, or distracted computer typing all signal that the customer is not the priority and damage 

rapport. 

24. D — An estimate is an approximation based on initial information and may change as the technician 

uncovers actual conditions, while a quote is a firm fixed price the shop commits to honor. The distinction 

matters because customer expectations, authorization requirements, and dispute resolution differ between 

the two. 

25. C — The delivery review exists to verify the customer understands what was performed, why each 

charge was assessed, and to resolve any questions before they leave the shop. Upselling, technical 

justification dumps, or hurried collection all undermine the customer's experience at the most important 

touchpoint of the visit. 

26. B — The repair order must contain the customer's signed authorization and the estimated repair cost 

before any work begins. This is a consumer protection requirement in most jurisdictions and protects both 

the customer from surprise charges and the shop from non-payment or unauthorized-work disputes. 

27. A — The legitimate purpose of upselling is to inform the customer of conditions found during 

inspection so they can make educated decisions about their vehicle's care. Maximizing ticket value, hitting 

monthly targets, or filling technician hours all subordinate the customer's interest to the shop's, which is 

overselling, not upselling. 

28. D — Oil viscosity grades like 5W-30 describe the oil's flow behavior at temperature — the 5W 

indicates cold-weather performance and 30 indicates operating-temperature viscosity. Matching the 

manufacturer's specified viscosity ensures proper lubrication across the engine's operating range and 

tolerances throughout its service life. 

29. B — A knocking sound and a loose feeling over uneven pavement point to worn front suspension 

components: strut assemblies, ball joints, and sway bar end links are the most common culprits because 
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they manage vertical motion and lateral stability. Brake caliper pins, steering boots, and wheel bearings 

produce different, more specific symptoms. 

30. A — The first step when a customer cannot pay in full is to determine what payment options the shop 

offers, such as third-party financing partners or partial payment arrangements. Demanding immediate full 

payment, discounting on the spot, or threatening impoundment damages the relationship and may not be 

lawful under jurisdiction. 

31. D — Post-service follow-up exists primarily to confirm the customer is satisfied and to catch any 

concerns before they grow into complaints, negative reviews, or chargebacks. Generating new 

recommendations, requesting reviews, and scheduling future appointments are secondary uses that should 

not override the satisfaction-check purpose. 

32. C — Federal regulations require the OBD-II diagnostic connector to be located within the passenger 

compartment, generally within reach of the driver's seat under the dashboard. This standardization allows 

any scan tool to connect without searching, supporting consistent emissions testing and diagnostic access 

across all manufacturers. 

33. A — A returning customer with a recurring concern from recent work should be acknowledged, 

documented in detail, and prioritized for re-diagnosis at no charge. Most repairs carry an implied 

workmanship warranty, and treating the issue as unrelated damages trust and may violate the shop's 

warranty obligations. 

34. B — Showing the customer the actual condition of the filter and explaining the impact on engine 

performance and fuel economy creates an informed-consent recommendation the customer can authorize 

or decline. Replacing without authorization, silent documentation, or deferring observed needs all fail the 

consultant's responsibility to communicate findings. 

35. D — Diesel exhaust fluid is consumed during normal operation, and when the reservoir runs low, 

modern diesel vehicles will progressively reduce engine power and ultimately refuse to start as a 

regulatory compliance measure. The warning must be addressed by refilling DEF — it cannot be safely 

ignored or disabled. 

36. C — Modern long-life spark plugs — typically iridium or platinum — are designed for service 

intervals between 60,000 and 100,000 miles, with the exact figure varying by manufacturer specification 

and engine design. Earlier intervals or wait-for-failure approaches contradict modern maintenance 

schedules. 

37. B — A well-maintained customer waiting area provides a clean, comfortable environment with 

adequate seating, refreshments, and useful information resources for waiting customers. This directly 

influences customer satisfaction and CSI scores and reflects the shop's overall professionalism and 

attention to the customer experience. 

38. D — Torque specifications exist for safety and component longevity: under-torqued wheels can come 

loose during driving, while over-torqued wheels warp brake rotors and stretch or break wheel studs. A 

calibrated torque wrench is the only tool that can reliably apply the manufacturer's specified value. 
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39. A — The cabin air filter cleans air entering the passenger compartment through the HVAC system, 

removing dust, pollen, and other airborne contaminants from the airflow. It is separate from the engine air 

filter, fuel filter, and transmission filter, each of which serves a completely different system on the vehicle. 

40. C — The most useful concern format captures what the customer reports as the symptom, the 

conditions under which it occurs, and specific observable details the driver has noticed. This gives the 

technician the diagnostic context needed to reproduce and isolate the problem rather than searching blindly 

through systems. 

41. D — Abandoned vehicles are governed by state or provincial mechanic's lien laws, which prescribe 

specific written notice requirements and waiting periods before the shop can take further action. Donating, 

selling informally, or towing without following the lien procedure exposes the shop to serious legal 

liability. 

42. B — A sulfur or rotten-egg odor from the exhaust most commonly indicates a catalytic converter issue, 

typically triggered by a rich fuel mixture overwhelming the converter's ability to process sulfur 

compounds in the fuel. Investigating the converter and the upstream fuel system addresses the actual 

source of the odor. 

43. A — A pre-write-up walkaround documents the vehicle's existing condition, particularly any 

scratches, dents, or damage that existed before the customer turned over the keys. This documentation 

protects the shop from later disputes claiming the damage occurred during service and is a core risk-

management practice. 

44. C — A P0301 cylinder 1 misfire has three primary diagnostic categories: ignition system failure (spark 

plug or coil), fuel delivery failure (clogged or leaking injector), and mechanical compression loss (leaking 

valve, worn ring, or head gasket). These are the standard misfire diagnostic categories the consultant 

should be ready to discuss. 

45. B — A glazed and cracked serpentine belt is approaching failure, and a broken belt disables the 

alternator, water pump, power steering, and AC compressor, typically stranding the vehicle on the road. 

Proactive replacement avoids the breakdown and the more expensive consequential damage from a 

roadside failure. 

46. D — Cold-start complaints can stem from battery weakness, high starter current draw, or insufficient 

charging system output, and proper diagnosis tests all three before recommending repair. Replacing 

components without testing risks unnecessary cost and may not address the actual fault causing the cold-

start symptom. 

47. C — Service intervals are determined by the manufacturer based on the specific engine, drivetrain, 

and expected operating conditions, and they legitimately differ between vehicles even within the same 

brand. Honest, technically accurate explanation maintains the customer's trust and avoids the appearance 

of arbitrary or profit-driven recommendations. 

48. A — Direct customer quotes preserve the original symptom description for the technician's diagnostic 

interpretation, and quotation marks distinguish customer statements from consultant or technician notes 
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on the repair order. Translating, summarizing, or omitting the customer's words loses information critical 

to accurate diagnosis. 

49. C — Tire rotation is recommended every 5,000 to 8,000 miles on most passenger vehicles, or as 

specified in the vehicle owner's manual under tire maintenance. Regular rotation equalizes wear across all 

four tires, extending overall tread life and maintaining consistent handling characteristics. 

50. B — Customer satisfaction index scores are an aggregate measure of the customer's overall experience 

used to identify trends and improvement opportunities in the shop's service process. They are not used for 

individual technician pay, labor rate setting, or filtering customers from future communications. 

 


