
1 

 

PRACTICE EXAM 5: NEW YORK 

REGENTS U.S. HISTORY & 

GOVERNMENT SIMULATION (50 

QUESTIONS) 
 

 

1. The Declaration of Independence (1776) drew heavily on the political philosophy of John Locke. Which 

idea from Locke is most directly reflected in the document's assertion that governments derive "their just 

powers from the consent of the governed"? 

 

A. The belief that a hereditary monarch rules by divine right and is accountable only to God 

B. The social contract theory, in which government's authority comes from an agreement with the people 

it serves 

C. The mercantilist view that colonies exist primarily to enrich the parent nation economically 

D. The principle of judicial review establishing courts as the final interpreters of fundamental law 

 

2. Shays' Rebellion (1786–1787) is frequently cited by historians as a turning point that influenced the 

calling of the Constitutional Convention. What weakness of the Articles of Confederation did the rebellion 

most clearly expose? 

 

A. The national government had granted itself excessive power to tax citizens directly across all states 

B. The national government had created a powerful standing army that threatened the liberty of ordinary 

farmers 

C. The national government had allowed the President to veto state laws regulating debt and currency 

D. The national government lacked the authority and means to maintain order and respond to domestic 

unrest 
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3. The Great Compromise (Connecticut Compromise) resolved a major dispute at the Constitutional 

Convention of 1787. Which conflict did it settle, and how? 

 

A. The conflict over state representation, by creating a Senate with equal representation and a House based 

on population 

B. The conflict over slavery, by counting each enslaved person as three-fifths of a person for taxation 

purposes only 

C. The conflict over federal power, by listing specific powers reserved exclusively to the individual state 

governments 

D. The conflict over commerce, by prohibiting the federal government from regulating trade between the 

states permanently 

 

4. The United States Constitution divides power between the national government and the states. What 

term describes this division of governmental authority? 

 

A. Separation of powers, dividing authority among the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of 

government 

B. Popular sovereignty, locating ultimate political authority in the people who elect their representatives 

to office 

C. Federalism, dividing authority between a central national government and the individual state 

governments 

D. Judicial review, granting the courts the power to declare laws unconstitutional and therefore void in 

effect 

 

5. The Supreme Court case Marbury v. Madison (1803) is considered one of the most significant in 

American history. What principle did this case establish? 

 

A. Judicial review, the power of the Supreme Court to declare an act of Congress unconstitutional 

B. Federal supremacy, the principle that federal law overrides conflicting state law in all matters 

C. Executive privilege, the right of the President to withhold certain information from the Congress 

D. States' rights, the authority of states to nullify federal laws they consider unconstitutional within borders 

 



3 

 

6. President Thomas Jefferson faced a constitutional dilemma when offered the chance to buy the 

Louisiana Territory from France in 1803. What was the source of his hesitation? 

 

A. The Constitution explicitly forbade the acquisition of any new territory from a foreign European nation 

B. The purchase would have required raising federal taxes to levels prohibited by the Bill of Rights 

C. Congress had already voted to reject any expansion of United States territory west of the Mississippi 

D. The Constitution did not specifically grant the President the power to purchase territory from a foreign 

nation 

 

7. The Missouri Compromise of 1820 temporarily eased sectional tensions over the expansion of slavery. 

Which provision was central to this agreement? 

 

A. It abolished slavery throughout all territories acquired in the Louisiana Purchase north and south alike 

B. It admitted Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a free state to preserve the balance in the Senate 

C. It allowed each new territory to decide the slavery question by a direct popular vote of settlers there 

D. It required all enslaved people in the United States to be freed gradually over a fixed period of years 

 

8. The Indian Removal Act of 1830 and the subsequent Trail of Tears reflected federal policy toward 

Native Americans during the Jacksonian era. What was the primary result of this policy? 

 

A. Native American nations were granted United States citizenship and full voting rights in eastern states 

B. Native American nations successfully retained their ancestral lands through favorable Supreme Court 

rulings 

C. Native American nations were forcibly relocated from southeastern lands to territory west of the 

Mississippi 

D. Native American nations were integrated into white society through federally funded education 

programs 

 

9. The Supreme Court's decision in Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) intensified sectional conflict before the 

Civil War. What did the Court rule in this case? 
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A. Enslaved people who escaped to free states automatically gained their permanent legal freedom there 

B. Congress held the exclusive power to ban slavery in any federal territory it chose to regulate 

C. The Missouri Compromise line would remain the permanent boundary between slave and free territory 

D. Enslaved people were property, not citizens, and Congress could not ban slavery in the territories 

 

10. President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 during the Civil War. What 

was its actual legal effect at the time it was issued? 

 

A. It declared enslaved people in the Confederate states in rebellion to be free, but could not be enforced 

there immediately 

B. It immediately freed every enslaved person throughout the entire United States including the loyal 

border states 

C. It granted full citizenship and voting rights to all formerly enslaved African Americans across the nation 

D. It compensated southern slaveholders financially for the loss of enslaved laborers on their plantations 

 

11. The Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments are often called the Reconstruction 

Amendments. Which accurately pairs an amendment with its primary purpose? 

 

A. The Thirteenth Amendment granted formerly enslaved men the constitutional right to vote in elections 

B. The Fourteenth Amendment abolished the institution of slavery throughout the entire United States 

C. The Fifteenth Amendment prohibited denying the right to vote based on race, color, or previous 

servitude 

D. The Thirteenth Amendment guaranteed equal protection of the laws to all persons born in the country 

 

12. Following the Compromise of 1877 and the end of Reconstruction, southern states enacted a series of 

laws and practices that restricted the rights of African Americans. Which best describes this development? 

 

A. Federal troops remained in the South to enforce equal civil rights for freedmen for several more decades 

B. Jim Crow laws established racial segregation and disenfranchisement that persisted for nearly a century 

C. African Americans gained widespread access to land ownership and political office across the southern 

states 
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D. The federal government provided generous reparations and economic support to formerly enslaved 

families 

 

13. The Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) had a lasting impact on civil rights in the United 

States. What doctrine did this decision establish? 

 

A. The "separate but equal" doctrine, which permitted racial segregation in public facilities as 

constitutional 

B. The "clear and present danger" test, which set limits on speech that posed an immediate threat to safety 

C. The "incorporation" doctrine, which applied the federal Bill of Rights to the individual states gradually 

D. The "one person, one vote" principle, which required legislative districts to contain equal populations 

 

14. During the late 19th century, industrialists such as Andrew Carnegie built enormous business empires. 

The term "vertical integration," associated with Carnegie's steel operations, refers to which business 

strategy? 

 

A. Buying out all competing firms in the same industry to eliminate competition and control prices entirely 

B. Forming secret agreements among rival companies to fix prices and divide markets among themselves 

C. Distributing company ownership shares to workers in order to increase productivity and reduce labor 

unrest 

D. Controlling all stages of production from raw materials to finished product to reduce costs and 

dependence 

 

15. Labor unions emerged in response to harsh conditions during the era of rapid industrialization. Which 

method did unions most commonly use to pressure employers for better wages and working conditions? 

 

A. Lobbying the Supreme Court directly to issue rulings that mandated higher wages for industrial workers 

B. Purchasing controlling shares of stock in the companies where their members were currently employed 

C. Organizing strikes and collective bargaining to withhold labor until employers agreed to their demands 

D. Petitioning foreign governments to impose trade restrictions on American manufactured industrial 

goods 
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16. Between 1880 and 1920, millions of immigrants from southern and eastern Europe arrived in the 

United States. What was a common nativist response to this wave of immigration? 

 

A. Support for immigration restriction laws and quotas aimed at limiting arrivals from certain regions 

B. Strong advocacy for granting immediate citizenship and full voting rights to all newly arrived 

immigrants 

C. Government programs to distribute free farmland in the West exclusively to new European immigrants 

D. Widespread campaigns encouraging additional immigration to fill the growing demand for factory 

labor 

 

17. During the Progressive Era, writers known as muckrakers exposed social and political problems. 

Upton Sinclair's novel "The Jungle" (1906) most directly contributed to which reform? 

 

A. The breakup of large monopolistic trusts under strengthened federal antitrust enforcement laws 

B. The passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act and the Meat Inspection Act regulating food safety 

C. The ratification of the amendment granting women the constitutional right to vote nationwide 

D. The establishment of a federal income tax through the ratification of the Sixteenth Amendment 

 

18. The Progressive Era produced several constitutional amendments aimed at making government more 

responsive to citizens. Which reform was a direct result of this movement? 

 

A. The Twenty-Second Amendment, which limited the President to serving a maximum of two elected 

terms 

B. The Tenth Amendment, which reserved to the states all powers not delegated to the federal government 

C. The Twenty-First Amendment, which repealed the nationwide prohibition on alcoholic beverages 

D. The Seventeenth Amendment, which provided for the direct election of United States senators by voters 

 

19. The Nineteenth Amendment, ratified in 1920, marked the culmination of a decades-long movement. 

What did this amendment accomplish? 

 

A. It guaranteed equal pay for women performing the same work as men in all industries nationwide 
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B. It established a federal minimum wage applying equally to both male and female industrial workers 

C. It prohibited the denial of the right to vote on the basis of sex, extending suffrage to women 

D. It granted women the right to own property independently of their husbands in every state 

 

20. The Spanish-American War of 1898 marked a significant shift in United States foreign policy. What 

was one major consequence of the United States victory in this war? 

 

A. The United States acquired overseas territories including Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines 

B. The United States permanently withdrew from all involvement in Caribbean and Pacific affairs 

C. The United States granted immediate independence to Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines together 

D. The United States entered into a formal military alliance with Spain against European rivals 

 

21. President Theodore Roosevelt's foreign policy in Latin America became known as "Big Stick" 

diplomacy. The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine asserted which principle? 

 

A. The United States would remain strictly neutral in all disputes between Latin American nations 

B. European nations were invited to help collect debts owed to them by Latin American countries 

C. Latin American nations would be granted membership in a union of equal partner republics 

D. The United States claimed the right to intervene in Latin American nations to maintain stability 

 

22. The United States entered World War I in 1917 after initially maintaining a policy of neutrality. Which 

factor most directly contributed to the American decision to declare war on Germany? 

 

A. A direct German invasion of the eastern coast of the United States mainland by naval forces 

B. German unrestricted submarine warfare and the interception of the Zimmermann Telegram 

C. A formal request from the League of Nations asking the United States to join the conflict 

D. The discovery of a German plan to seize American territories in the Pacific Ocean region 

 

23. During World War I, the Supreme Court case Schenck v. United States (1919) addressed the limits of 

free speech in wartime. What standard did the Court establish? 
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A. Speech could never be restricted by the government under any circumstances during a declared war 

B. Speech criticizing the government was always fully protected even if it interfered with the war effort 

C. Speech could be limited if it posed a "clear and present danger," such as obstructing military recruitment 

D. Speech by newspapers received less protection than speech by individual private citizens in wartime 

 

24. After World War I, President Woodrow Wilson promoted the League of Nations as part of the peace 

settlement. Why did the United States ultimately not join the League? 

 

A. The United States Senate refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles, fearing entanglement in foreign 

wars 

B. President Wilson personally withdrew the United States after deciding the League was no longer 

necessary 

C. The League of Nations formally rejected the United States application for membership in the 

organization 

D. A nationwide popular referendum voted decisively against United States participation in the League 

 

25. The Eighteenth Amendment, which established Prohibition in 1920, produced a number of unintended 

consequences during the decade. Which was the most significant? 

 

A. A dramatic and permanent decline in all alcohol consumption that continued long after the law ended 

B. The growth of organized crime as criminal networks profited from the illegal trade in alcohol 

C. A sharp increase in federal tax revenue collected from the legal sale of regulated alcoholic beverages 

D. The widespread closing of speakeasies as citizens voluntarily complied with the new national law 

 

26. The stock market crash of October 1929 is often identified as the beginning of the Great Depression. 

Which underlying economic weakness contributed to the severity of the downturn? 

 

A. Excessively high federal income tax rates that discouraged business investment throughout the decade 

B. A severe shortage of available consumer goods that drove prices beyond what families could afford 

C. Strict government regulation of banks and the stock market that prevented normal economic growth 
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D. Overproduction, uneven distribution of wealth, and excessive buying of stocks on credit (margin) 

 

27. President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal sought to address the Great Depression through what are 

often called the "Three R's." What did these three goals represent? 

 

A. Relief for the unemployed and poor, recovery of the economy, and reform to prevent future depressions 

B. Reduction of taxes, removal of regulations, and restoration of the gold standard for the currency 

C. Rearmament for war, reorganization of the military, and recruitment of soldiers for national defense 

D. Repeal of tariffs, renegotiation of debts, and repayment of money owed to foreign creditor nations 

 

28. The Social Security Act of 1935 was one of the most enduring achievements of the New Deal. What 

did this legislation establish? 

 

A. A federal program guaranteeing every American a government job during periods of high 

unemployment 

B. A national health insurance system providing free medical care to all citizens regardless of income 

C. A system of old-age pensions and unemployment insurance funded through payroll taxes on workers 

D. A federal agency that took ownership of major banks and railroads to stabilize the national economy 

 

29. The United States entered World War II following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 

7, 1941. What was the immediate result of this attack? 

 

A. The United States declared war only on Germany and Italy while remaining neutral toward Japan 

B. The United States declared war on Japan, and the Axis powers then declared war on the United States 

C. The United States negotiated a peace settlement with Japan to avoid full entry into the war 

D. The United States imposed economic sanctions on Japan but delayed any formal declaration of war 

 

30. During World War II, the United States government forcibly relocated approximately 120,000 people 

of Japanese ancestry to internment camps. The Supreme Court case Korematsu v. United States (1944) 

ruled that: 
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A. The internment policy violated the constitutional rights of Japanese Americans and was therefore void 

B. The federal government lacked any authority to relocate citizens during a time of declared national war 

C. Internment could apply only to immigrants and not to native-born American citizens of Japanese 

descent 

D. The internment was a constitutional exercise of wartime powers justified by military necessity at the 

time 

 

31. World War II had a major impact on the American home front, including the role of women in the 

workforce. The image of "Rosie the Riveter" symbolized which development? 

 

A. The large numbers of women who entered industrial jobs to support wartime production efforts 

B. The recruitment of women into combat positions on the front lines of the European theater 

C. The widespread movement of women out of the workforce and back into traditional home roles 

D. The organized protests by women demanding an immediate end to American involvement in the war 

 

32. President Harry Truman's decision to use atomic bombs against Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 

1945 remains historically significant. What was the primary justification offered for this decision? 

 

A. To demonstrate the new weapon to the Soviet Union and gain leverage in postwar territorial 

negotiations 

B. To retaliate directly for the earlier German bombing of civilian populations in major British cities 

C. To force a rapid Japanese surrender and avoid the heavy casualties expected from a land invasion 

D. To test the effects of atomic weapons on industrial cities before the war could come to an end 

 

33. After World War II, the United States adopted a foreign policy of "containment" toward the Soviet 

Union. The Truman Doctrine (1947) was an early expression of this policy. What did it pledge? 

 

A. The complete military rollback of communism from every nation where it had already taken hold 

B. The withdrawal of all American forces from Europe to allow nations to resolve their own affairs 

C. The formation of a permanent military alliance uniting the United States and the Soviet Union 
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D. American support for free peoples resisting attempted subjugation, beginning with Greece and Turkey 

 

34. The Marshall Plan, enacted in 1948, was a key component of early Cold War policy. What was its 

primary purpose? 

 

A. To station large numbers of American combat troops permanently throughout postwar Western Europe 

B. To provide economic aid to rebuild war-torn Western European nations and resist the spread of 

communism 

C. To establish a military alliance binding the United States to the defense of all of Western Europe 

D. To divide the city of Berlin into separate occupation zones controlled by the wartime Allied powers 

 

35. During the early 1950s, Senator Joseph McCarthy gained national attention through his investigations 

into alleged communist infiltration of the government. What term describes this period of intense 

anticommunism? 

 

A. The Second Red Scare, marked by accusations, hearings, and fear of communist subversion at home 

B. The Great Society, marked by federal programs designed to eliminate poverty and racial injustice 

C. The New Frontier, marked by ambitious goals in space exploration and domestic social policy 

D. The Square Deal, marked by federal efforts to regulate big business and protect ordinary consumers 

 

36. The Supreme Court's unanimous decision in Brown v. Board of Education (1954) was a landmark in 

the Civil Rights Movement. What did this ruling determine? 

 

A. Poll taxes used to prevent African Americans from voting in elections were unconstitutional nationwide 

B. Segregation in interstate transportation such as buses and trains violated federal commerce regulations 

C. Racial segregation in public schools was unconstitutional, overturning the "separate but equal" doctrine 

D. Employment discrimination on the basis of race was prohibited in all private businesses and industries 

 

37. The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s employed a variety of strategies to challenge 

racial injustice. The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the sit-in movement are best understood as examples 

of which approach? 
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A. Armed resistance intended to overthrow segregationist state governments through organized force 

B. Nonviolent direct action and civil disobedience designed to challenge unjust laws and draw attention 

C. Lobbying foreign governments to impose economic sanctions on the segregationist southern states 

D. Withdrawal from American society to establish independent self-governing communities elsewhere 

 

38. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 were major legislative achievements 

of the movement. What did the Voting Rights Act of 1965 specifically accomplish? 

 

A. It desegregated all public accommodations such as restaurants, hotels, and theaters across the nation 

B. It prohibited discrimination in hiring on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin 

C. It established affirmative action programs requiring employers to hire minority workers in fixed 

numbers 

D. It banned discriminatory voting practices such as literacy tests and authorized federal oversight of 

elections 

 

39. President Lyndon B. Johnson's domestic program, known as the Great Society, aimed to address major 

social problems. Which pair of programs originated from this initiative? 

 

A. Medicare and Medicaid, which provided health coverage for elderly and low-income Americans 

B. Social Security and the Tennessee Valley Authority, which provided pensions and regional electricity 

C. The Civilian Conservation Corps and the Works Progress Administration, which created public jobs 

D. The Marshall Plan and the Peace Corps, which provided economic aid and volunteers to other nations 

 

40. United States involvement in the Vietnam War deepened during the 1960s, justified in part by a 

particular Cold War theory. Which theory was used to explain why the United States needed to prevent a 

communist victory in Vietnam? 

 

A. The theory of massive retaliation, which threatened nuclear response to any communist aggression 

B. The theory of mutually assured destruction, which discouraged direct war between nuclear powers 

C. The domino theory, which held that the fall of one nation to communism would lead neighbors to fall 
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D. The theory of détente, which sought to ease tensions through negotiation with communist governments 

 

41. Opposition to the Vietnam War grew significantly during the late 1960s. One constitutional change of 

this era lowered the voting age. What was the reasoning behind the Twenty-Sixth Amendment (1971)? 

 

A. Returning soldiers needed additional time to register before being permitted to vote in elections 

B. The amendment was designed mainly to increase voter turnout among older, established citizens 

C. States had requested uniform voting requirements to simplify the administration of national elections 

D. Those old enough to be drafted and sent to war at eighteen should also be old enough to vote 

 

42. The Watergate scandal led to the resignation of President Richard Nixon in 1974. What was the 

broader constitutional significance of this event? 

 

A. It demonstrated that the President holds powers that place him entirely above the reach of the law 

B. It reaffirmed the principle that no person, including the President, is above the rule of law 

C. It established that Congress may remove a President simply for political disagreements over policy 

D. It transferred the power of criminal investigation permanently from the courts to the Congress 

 

43. During the 1970s, President Nixon pursued a policy known as détente with the Soviet Union and 

China. What did this policy involve? 

 

A. Easing Cold War tensions through diplomacy, arms-control agreements, and improved relations 

B. Escalating direct military confrontation with communist powers across multiple global regions 

C. Completely withdrawing the United States from all international alliances and global commitments 

D. Forming a permanent military partnership uniting the United States with the Soviet Union and China 

 

44. The Cold War came to an end around 1991 with the collapse of the Soviet Union. Which development 

symbolized the end of Cold War divisions in Europe? 

 

A. The signing of the original Treaty of Versailles ending hostilities between the major world powers 
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B. The creation of the United Nations to provide a forum for resolving international disputes peacefully 

C. The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, followed by the reunification of East and West Germany 

D. The formation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization as a defensive alliance of Western nations 

 

45. The system of checks and balances allows each branch of the federal government to limit the powers 

of the others. Which is an example of a check the legislative branch holds over the executive branch? 

 

A. The power to declare acts of Congress unconstitutional through the process of judicial review 

B. The power to override a presidential veto with a two-thirds vote in both houses of Congress 

C. The power to appoint federal judges to the Supreme Court and the lower federal courts 

D. The power to grant pardons and reprieves for offenses committed against the United States 

 

46. The First Amendment to the United States Constitution protects several fundamental freedoms. Which 

set of rights does it guarantee? 

 

A. The right to bear arms, the right to a speedy trial, and protection against unreasonable searches 

B. The right to vote regardless of race, the right to due process, and the right to equal protection 

C. Protection against self-incrimination, the right to legal counsel, and protection from double jeopardy 

D. Freedom of religion, speech, the press, and the rights of assembly and petition of the government 

 

47. The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, had a profound effect on United States foreign and 

domestic policy. Which was a major governmental response to these attacks? 

 

A. The immediate withdrawal of all American military forces from overseas bases around the world 

B. The abolition of federal intelligence agencies in favor of relying on state and local police forces 

C. The creation of the Department of Homeland Security and the launch of the War on Terror 

D. The formal disbanding of long-standing military alliances such as the NATO partnership in Europe 

 

48. During the debate over ratifying the Constitution, Anti-Federalists raised a major objection that led to 

an important addition to the document. What was their primary concern? 
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A. The proposed Constitution lacked a bill of rights to protect individual liberties from the new 

government 

B. The proposed Constitution gave too little power to the national government to function effectively 

C. The proposed Constitution failed to provide any mechanism for amending it in the future at all 

D. The proposed Constitution abolished the institution of slavery too quickly for southern states to accept 

 

49. The "elastic clause" (necessary and proper clause) of the Constitution has been the subject of ongoing 

debate throughout American history. What does this clause allow Congress to do? 

 

A. To override decisions made by the Supreme Court whenever a majority of members disagrees with 

them 

B. To extend the terms of sitting members of Congress during periods of national emergency or crisis 

C. To overrule the constitutions and laws of individual states whenever convenient for federal purposes 

D. To make laws deemed necessary and proper for carrying out its enumerated constitutional powers 

 

50. The United States Constitution has been amended only 27 times since 1789, in part because the 

amendment process was deliberately made difficult. Which statement best describes the typical process 

for amending the Constitution? 

 

A. A simple majority vote in Congress alone is sufficient to add a new amendment to the Constitution 

B. An amendment must be proposed by two-thirds of both houses of Congress and ratified by three-fourths 

of the states 

C. The President proposes an amendment and the Supreme Court approves it for inclusion in the document 

D. A national popular referendum decides each proposed amendment by a direct vote of all citizens 

 

 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATION 
 

1. B — Locke's social contract theory holds that legitimate government arises from an agreement between 

the people and their rulers. The Declaration's phrase about consent of the governed directly echoes this 
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idea, rejecting divine-right monarchy in favor of popular authority. This Enlightenment principle became 

foundational to American political thought. 

 

2. D — Under the Articles, the national government could not raise an army or compel state cooperation 

to suppress unrest. When indebted Massachusetts farmers shut down courts, the central government was 

powerless to respond. This exposed weakness convinced many leaders that a stronger federal framework 

was needed. 

 

3. A — The Great Compromise resolved the dispute between large and small states over representation. 

It created a bicameral Congress: the Senate with two members per state (equal representation) and the 

House apportioned by population. This blended the Virginia and New Jersey plans into a workable 

structure. 

 

4. C — Federalism is the constitutional division of power between a national government and state 

governments. It is distinct from separation of powers, which divides authority among the three branches. 

This system allows both levels of government to exercise certain powers over the same citizens. 

 

5. A — In Marbury v. Madison, Chief Justice John Marshall established judicial review, the Supreme 

Court's power to strike down laws that conflict with the Constitution. This made the judiciary a co-equal 

branch capable of checking Congress. It remains a cornerstone of American constitutional law. 

 

6. D — Jefferson, a strict constructionist, doubted whether the Constitution authorized the President to 

acquire foreign territory, since no clause explicitly granted that power. He set aside his concerns because 

the purchase doubled the nation's size at a bargain price. The episode illustrates the tension between strict 

and loose interpretation. 

 

7. B — The Missouri Compromise admitted Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a free state, keeping 

the number of free and slave states equal in the Senate. It also banned slavery north of the 36°30′ line in 

the remaining Louisiana Territory. This balance held until the 1850s. 

 

8. C — The Indian Removal Act authorized the forced relocation of southeastern Native nations to land 

west of the Mississippi. The Cherokee removal, known as the Trail of Tears, caused thousands of deaths. 

The policy proceeded despite a Supreme Court ruling favoring the Cherokee. 
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9. D — In Dred Scott, the Court ruled that enslaved people were property rather than citizens and could 

not sue in federal court. It further held that Congress had no power to ban slavery in the territories, voiding 

the Missouri Compromise. The decision inflamed sectional tensions and pushed the nation toward war. 

 

10. A — The Emancipation Proclamation declared enslaved people free in the Confederate states still in 

rebellion, where the Union could not yet enforce it. It exempted the loyal border states and did not free all 

enslaved people nationally. Its main effects were moral and strategic, redefining the war's purpose. 

 

11. C — The Fifteenth Amendment prohibited denying the vote based on race, color, or previous condition 

of servitude. The Thirteenth abolished slavery and the Fourteenth granted citizenship and equal protection. 

Only option C correctly matches an amendment to its purpose. 

 

12. B — After Reconstruction ended, southern states passed Jim Crow laws enforcing segregation and 

used devices like poll taxes and literacy tests to disenfranchise Black voters. This system of legalized 

discrimination persisted until the civil rights era. Federal protection of freedmen's rights largely collapsed. 

 

13. A — Plessy v. Ferguson upheld a Louisiana segregation law and established the "separate but equal" 

doctrine. This ruling provided constitutional cover for racial segregation in public facilities for nearly six 

decades. It was eventually overturned by Brown v. Board of Education in 1954. 

 

14. D — Vertical integration means controlling every stage of production, from raw materials through 

manufacturing to distribution. Carnegie applied this to steel by owning mines, ships, and mills, reducing 

costs and reliance on suppliers. This contrasts with horizontal integration, which consolidates competitors 

in one stage. 

 

15. C — Unions relied chiefly on strikes and collective bargaining, withholding labor to force employers 

to negotiate. These tactics gave workers leverage that individuals lacked. Strikes during this era often led 

to violent confrontations with employers and government forces. 

 

16. A — Nativists, alarmed by the new immigration from southern and eastern Europe, pushed for 

restriction laws and quotas. This sentiment culminated in the national-origins quota system of the 1920s. 

Nativism reflected fears about cultural change, jobs, and assimilation. 
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17. B — Sinclair's "The Jungle" exposed unsanitary conditions in the meatpacking industry, shocking the 

public. The outcry helped secure passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act and the Meat Inspection Act in 

1906. The reform illustrates how muckraking journalism drove Progressive legislation. 

 

18. D — The Seventeenth Amendment provided for the direct popular election of U.S. senators, who had 

previously been chosen by state legislatures. Progressives championed it to reduce corruption and increase 

democratic accountability. It was a hallmark of the era's democratizing reforms. 

 

19. C — The Nineteenth Amendment prohibited denying the right to vote on the basis of sex, extending 

suffrage to women nationwide. It capped a movement that had gathered momentum since the mid-1800s. 

It did not address pay, property, or wage issues. 

 

20. A — Victory in the Spanish-American War gave the United States control of Puerto Rico, Guam, and 

the Philippines, and influence over Cuba. This marked the nation's emergence as an overseas imperial 

power. The acquisitions sparked debate over imperialism and self-government. 

 

21. D — The Roosevelt Corollary declared that the United States would act as a policeman in the Western 

Hemisphere, intervening in Latin American nations to preserve order. It extended the Monroe Doctrine 

from preventing European intervention to justifying American intervention. It defined "Big Stick" 

diplomacy. 

 

22. B — Germany's resumption of unrestricted submarine warfare threatened American shipping and 

lives, and the Zimmermann Telegram revealed a German proposal for a Mexican alliance against the U.S. 

Together these provocations pushed America to declare war in April 1917. Neutrality became untenable. 

 

23. C — In Schenck, the Court ruled that speech could be restricted when it created a "clear and present 

danger," such as obstructing wartime recruitment. This established that First Amendment protections are 

not absolute, especially during war. The ruling shaped free-speech law for decades. 

 

24. A — Although Wilson championed the League, the U.S. Senate refused to ratify the Treaty of 

Versailles. Many senators feared the League would draw the nation into future foreign wars without 

congressional consent. As a result, the United States never joined the organization. 
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25. B — Prohibition created a lucrative black market that organized crime networks exploited, fueling the 

rise of figures like Al Capone. Enforcement proved difficult and speakeasies flourished. The unintended 

growth of crime contributed to Prohibition's repeal in 1933. 

 

26. D — The Depression's severity stemmed from overproduction, an unequal distribution of wealth that 

limited consumer spending, and rampant stock speculation on margin. When the bubble burst, these 

weaknesses amplified the collapse. Weak banking and global trade problems deepened the crisis. 

 

27. A — The "Three R's" of the New Deal were Relief, Recovery, and Reform: immediate help for the 

suffering, restoration of economic activity, and structural changes to prevent future crises. These goals 

guided the array of New Deal programs and agencies. 

 

28. C — The Social Security Act created a system of old-age pensions and unemployment insurance 

funded by payroll taxes. It established a federal safety net that endures today. It did not provide national 

health insurance or guaranteed jobs. 

 

29. B — After Pearl Harbor, the United States declared war on Japan, and Japan's Axis allies Germany 

and Italy then declared war on the United States. This drew America fully into both the Pacific and 

European theaters. Pearl Harbor unified American public opinion behind the war. 

 

30. D — In Korematsu, the Court upheld the internment as a constitutional exercise of wartime power 

justified by claimed military necessity. The ruling has since been widely condemned, and the government 

later apologized and paid reparations. It remains a cautionary example of civil liberties in wartime. 

 

31. A — "Rosie the Riveter" symbolized the millions of women who took industrial jobs to sustain 

wartime production while men served in the military. This shift expanded women's economic roles, though 

many were pressured to leave after the war. It marked a significant change in the workforce. 

 

32. C — Truman's stated justification was to force a swift Japanese surrender and avoid the massive 

American and Japanese casualties expected from invading the Japanese home islands. The bombings 

ended the war within days. The decision remains historically debated. (Note: this topic involves wartime 

loss of life; it is presented here strictly for exam-content purposes.) 
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33. D — The Truman Doctrine pledged American support for free peoples resisting subjugation by armed 

minorities or outside pressure, beginning with aid to Greece and Turkey. It marked a commitment to 

containing communism. It became a guiding principle of early Cold War policy. 

 

34. B — The Marshall Plan provided billions in economic aid to rebuild war-devastated Western Europe. 

By restoring prosperity, it aimed to make communism less appealing and strengthen U.S. allies. It is 

regarded as one of the most successful foreign-aid programs in history. 

 

35. A — The Second Red Scare describes the intense anticommunist climate of the early 1950s, fueled by 

McCarthy's accusations and congressional hearings. Fear of subversion led to loyalty oaths, blacklists, 

and ruined reputations. The term "McCarthyism" came to mean reckless accusation. 

 

36. C — Brown v. Board of Education declared racial segregation in public schools unconstitutional, 

overturning the "separate but equal" doctrine of Plessy. The unanimous ruling held that separate facilities 

were inherently unequal. It energized the broader Civil Rights Movement. 

 

37. B — The bus boycott and sit-ins were forms of nonviolent direct action and civil disobedience, 

deliberately challenging unjust laws while drawing public attention. This strategy, associated with Martin 

Luther King Jr., aimed to expose injustice and build moral pressure. It became central to the movement. 

 

38. D — The Voting Rights Act of 1965 banned discriminatory practices such as literacy tests and 

provided for federal oversight of elections in areas with histories of discrimination. It dramatically 

increased Black voter registration in the South. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 addressed segregation and 

employment. 

 

39. A — Medicare and Medicaid were created under Johnson's Great Society to provide health coverage 

for the elderly and the poor. These programs expanded the federal role in health care significantly. The 

other pairs belong to earlier eras such as the New Deal. 

 

40. C — The domino theory held that if one nation fell to communism, neighboring nations would topple 

in succession like falling dominoes. It was used to justify deepening U.S. involvement in Vietnam. The 

theory shaped Cold War strategy in Southeast Asia. 
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41. D — The Twenty-Sixth Amendment lowered the voting age to eighteen, reflecting the argument that 

those old enough to be drafted and sent to fight should be old enough to vote. The Vietnam-era draft made 

this case especially compelling. It was ratified quickly in 1971. 

 

42. B — Watergate reaffirmed that no one, not even the President, stands above the rule of law. 

Congressional investigations and Supreme Court rulings led to Nixon's resignation. The episode 

strengthened the principle of executive accountability. 

 

43. A — Détente was a policy of easing Cold War tensions through diplomacy, arms-control treaties, and 

improved relations with the Soviet Union and China. Nixon's visit to China and arms agreements 

exemplified it. It sought stability rather than confrontation. 

 

44. C — The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the reunification of Germany symbolized the collapse of 

Cold War divisions in Europe. These events preceded the Soviet Union's dissolution in 1991. The wall 

had long stood as the central symbol of the divided continent. 

 

45. B — Congress can override a presidential veto by a two-thirds vote in both houses, a key legislative 

check on the executive. Judicial review and judicial appointments are powers of other branches, and 

pardons belong to the President. Only the override fits the question. 

 

46. D — The First Amendment protects freedom of religion, speech, and the press, along with the rights 

to assemble and to petition the government. The other options describe rights found in the Second, Fourth, 

Fifth, Sixth, or later amendments. These five freedoms form the core of the First Amendment. 

 

47. C — In response to the 9/11 attacks, the government created the Department of Homeland Security 

and launched the broader War on Terror. New security measures and military operations followed. The 

attacks reshaped American foreign and domestic policy for years. 

 

48. A — Anti-Federalists objected that the Constitution lacked a bill of rights to safeguard individual 

liberties against federal power. Their concern led to the promise and eventual adoption of the first ten 

amendments. The Bill of Rights was ratified in 1791. 
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49. D — The elastic clause empowers Congress to make laws "necessary and proper" for executing its 

enumerated powers, allowing it to address matters not specifically listed. It has been the basis for 

expanding federal authority, beginning with McCulloch v. Maryland. Its interpretation remains contested. 

 

50. B — The common amendment process requires a proposal by two-thirds of both houses of Congress 

and ratification by three-fourths of the states. This high threshold makes amendments rare and deliberate. 

The difficulty explains why only 27 amendments have been adopted. 


