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PRACTICE EXAM 18: NEW YORK 

REGENTS U.S. HISTORY & 

GOVERNMENT SIMULATION (50 

QUESTIONS) 
 

 

1. The Navigation Acts passed by Great Britain in the 1600s regulated colonial trade by: 

 

A. Allowing the colonies to trade freely with any nation they chose without restriction 

B. Requiring all colonial trade goods to be sold first to the nations of Western Europe 

C. Granting the colonies complete control over the taxes collected on imported goods 

D. Requiring that certain colonial goods be shipped only to England on English ships 

 

2. Bacon's Rebellion in Virginia in 1676 is significant in colonial history because it: 

 

A. Successfully overthrew the British colonial government and established an independent colony 

B. Convinced the colonies to unite under a single government for the first time in their history 

C. Revealed tensions between wealthy planters and poorer settlers in the Virginia colony 

D. Ended the practice of using enslaved African labor on the plantations of the South 

 

3. The Stamp Act Congress of 1765, in which delegates from nine colonies met to protest British taxation, 

was important because it: 

 

A. Marked an early effort by the colonies to act together against British policies 

B. Resulted in the immediate declaration of independence from Great Britain 

C. Established a permanent national government to replace British rule in the colonies 
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D. Convinced Parliament to grant the colonies representation in the British government 

 

4. The delegates who gathered in Philadelphia in 1787 originally met for the stated purpose of: 

 

A. Declaring the independence of the United States from the rule of Great Britain 

B. Revising the Articles of Confederation, though they instead wrote a new constitution 

C. Electing the first President to lead the new government of the United States 

D. Drafting a formal treaty of peace to officially end the American Revolution 

 

5. The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, written in 1798 by Jefferson and Madison, advanced the idea 

that: 

 

A. The federal government held the power to overturn any law passed by a state government 

B. The Supreme Court alone had the authority to decide whether a law was constitutional 

C. The President could ignore any law passed by Congress that he personally opposed 

D. The states had the right to judge the constitutionality of federal laws and resist them 

 

6. The "Trail of Tears" refers to the forced journey in which thousands of Cherokee people: 

 

A. Marched north to fight as soldiers alongside the United States Army during a war 

B. Traveled west to seek gold during the great California Gold Rush of the late 1840s 

C. Were removed from their southeastern homelands and relocated to present-day Oklahoma 

D. Returned to their ancestral lands after a favorable ruling by the United States Supreme Court 

 

7. The writer Henry David Thoreau, in his essay "Civil Disobedience," argued that individuals: 

 

A. Should always obey every law passed by the government without any question or protest 

B. Have a moral duty to peacefully resist laws and government actions that they believe are unjust 

C. Should use violent rebellion to overthrow any government that they personally disagree with 
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D. Owe complete loyalty to the government in exchange for the protection that it provides them 

 

8. Susan B. Anthony is best remembered for her decades of work during the 1800s to: 

 

A. Win for women the right to vote and other legal rights equal to those of men 

B. End the institution of slavery throughout the southern states of the country 

C. Improve the harsh conditions found in the nation's prisons and mental hospitals 

D. Establish free public schools available to all of the children in every community 

 

9. The 1856 attack in which Congressman Preston Brooks beat Senator Charles Sumner with a cane on 

the floor of the Senate is often cited as an example of: 

 

A. The success of compromise in peacefully resolving the disputes over the issue of slavery 

B. The willingness of southern leaders to give up slavery to preserve the unity of the nation 

C. The strong cooperation between northern and southern members of the United States Congress 

D. The growing violence and bitterness between the North and South over the issue of slavery 

 

10. The American Civil War (1861–1865) is remembered as the deadliest conflict in the nation's history 

because: 

 

A. It was the only war in which the United States fought against a foreign enemy on its own soil 

B. The fighting took place entirely within the largest and most crowded cities of the nation 

C. It caused more American deaths than any other war, with hundreds of thousands killed on both sides 

D. The use of nuclear weapons during the conflict caused massive casualties on both sides 

 

11. During Reconstruction, white northerners who moved to the South were called "carpetbaggers," while 

southern whites who supported Reconstruction were called "scalawags." These terms were: 

 

A. Titles of respect given to those who worked to rebuild the southern economy after the war 
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B. Insulting names used by white southerners who opposed Reconstruction to criticize such people 

C. Official positions in the new Reconstruction governments established by the United States Congress 

D. Names of the military districts into which the South was divided after the Civil War ended 

 

12. The railroad companies of the late 1800s were responsible for the creation of standard time zones in 

the United States because they: 

 

A. Needed a uniform system of timekeeping to coordinate train schedules across great distances 

B. Wanted to reduce the number of hours that railroad workers were required to work each day 

C. Hoped to discourage passengers from traveling long distances between different regions 

D. Were ordered by the federal government to slow down the operation of all railroad lines 

 

13. In the late 1800s, employers often responded to labor strikes by: 

 

A. Immediately agreeing to all of the workers' demands to avoid any loss of production 

B. Permanently shutting down their businesses rather than dealing with their employees 

C. Hiring replacement workers and obtaining court orders to break the strikes 

D. Asking the federal government to take over and operate the striking factories 

 

14. The Supreme Court case Munn v. Illinois (1877) was an important early victory for farmers because 

it ruled that: 

 

A. Railroad companies could charge farmers any rates they wished without any limits 

B. The federal government had no power to regulate businesses operating within a state 

C. Farmers were required to ship their crops only on federally owned railroad lines 

D. State governments had the power to regulate certain private businesses that served the public interest 

 

15. The term "melting pot," often used to describe American society, refers to the idea that: 

 



5 

 

A. Immigrants should be kept permanently separate from one another in different regions of the country 

B. People of many different backgrounds blend together to form a single American culture and society 

C. The United States should accept immigrants only from a single nation or region of the world 

D. Immigrants must completely abandon all of their previous traditions the moment they arrive 

 

16. The "Wisconsin Idea," associated with reformer Robert La Follette in the early 1900s, promoted the 

use of: 

 

A. Experts and university research to help develop fair and effective state government policies 

B. Political machines and party bosses to control the nomination of candidates for office 

C. Private corporations to take over and run the services normally provided by the government 

D. The complete removal of all regulations on business to encourage faster economic growth 

 

17. The conservation movement of the Progressive Era, supported by figures such as Gifford Pinchot, 

promoted the idea that the nation's natural resources should be: 

 

A. Sold as quickly as possible to private companies for immediate economic development 

B. Left completely untouched and closed off to any human use or visitation whatsoever 

C. Managed wisely and protected so that they would be available for future generations 

D. Removed from federal control and turned over entirely to the individual states to use 

 

18. As a result of the Spanish-American War, Puerto Rico: 

 

A. Was granted immediate and full independence as a self-governing nation in the Caribbean 

B. Was returned to Spanish control in exchange for a large cash payment from the United States 

C. Was divided between the United States and several European powers that had aided in the war 

D. Came under United States control and remains a territory of the United States today 
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19. One important effect of World War I on American society was that wartime labor shortages in northern 

factories encouraged: 

 

A. The Great Migration of African Americans from the rural South to northern industrial cities 

B. The return of large numbers of city workers to farms in the rural southern states 

C. A sharp decline in the number of women working in factories and offices nationwide 

D. A complete halt to all immigration into the United States for the duration of the war 

 

20. The 1927 solo transatlantic flight of Charles Lindbergh captured the imagination of Americans because 

it: 

 

A. Marked the first time that a passenger airline carried travelers across the Atlantic Ocean 

B. Was the first solo nonstop flight across the Atlantic Ocean, making Lindbergh a national hero 

C. Proved that air travel was too dangerous and led the government to ban transatlantic flights 

D. Resulted in the discovery of a new continent located in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean 

 

21. During the Great Depression, the shantytowns of crude shacks where homeless and unemployed 

people lived became known as "Hoovervilles." This name reflected: 

 

A. The gratitude many Americans felt toward President Hoover for his relief programs 

B. The location of these communities near the homes of wealthy business owners 

C. The official name given to these settlements by the federal relief agencies of the time 

D. Public anger and blame directed at President Hoover for failing to end the Depression 

 

22. One of the most important long-term effects of the New Deal was that it: 

 

A. Permanently ended all future economic recessions and depressions in the United States 

B. Returned the federal government to a policy of complete noninvolvement in the economy 

C. Expanded the role of the federal government in providing for the economic welfare of citizens 
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D. Transferred control of the national economy entirely to the individual state governments 

 

23. Historians often argue that the harsh terms of the Treaty of Versailles after World War I helped lead 

to World War II because the treaty: 

 

A. Created bitterness and economic hardship in Germany that contributed to the rise of Hitler 

B. Gave Germany so much new territory and power that it was able to dominate all of Europe 

C. Established a strong League of Nations that successfully prevented all future aggression 

D. Required the United States to disarm completely, leaving the world without a peacekeeper 

 

24. World War II had which major effect on the position of the United States in the world? 

 

A. It left the United States weaker and more isolated than it had been before the war 

B. It established the United States as one of the world's two leading superpowers 

C. It caused the United States to give up all of its territories and overseas influence 

D. It convinced the United States to return permanently to a policy of strict isolationism 

 

25. The Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union is described as "cold" because: 

 

A. It was fought entirely in the cold polar regions of the far northern part of the world 

B. The two nations quickly resolved their differences and never seriously threatened each other 

C. It involved only economic competition with no military or political rivalry between them 

D. The two superpowers never engaged in direct large-scale military combat against each other 

 

26. During the Cold War, conflicts such as those in Korea and Vietnam are often called "proxy wars" 

because they were: 

 

A. Wars fought directly between the armies of the United States and the Soviet Union 

B. Conflicts in which neither the United States nor the Soviet Union had any real interest 
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C. Conflicts in which the superpowers supported opposing sides rather than fighting each other directly 

D. Wars in which the United Nations took complete control of the fighting on both sides 

 

27. The civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s is best understood as a struggle to: 

 

A. End racial segregation and discrimination and secure equal rights for African Americans 

B. Establish separate but fully equal facilities for people of different racial backgrounds 

C. Remove the federal government entirely from any involvement in matters of civil rights 

D. Limit the right to vote to citizens who could pass a literacy test and pay a poll tax 

 

28. The televised debates between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon during the 1960 presidential 

campaign are often cited as an example of how: 

 

A. Newspapers had become the most important way for candidates to reach American voters 

B. Television had become a powerful force shaping the way Americans viewed political candidates 

C. Radio remained the only effective means of communicating with voters across the country 

D. Public debates had been banned from being broadcast to the American people on television 

 

29. Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has frequently taken part in international efforts to: 

 

A. Withdraw from all alliances and avoid any involvement in conflicts beyond its own borders 

B. Establish permanent American colonies in the nations of Europe, Asia, and Africa 

C. Adopt the communist economic systems used by its former rivals around the world 

D. Address regional conflicts and security threats, often working with allies and international 

organizations 

 

30. Under the United States Constitution, one role of the Vice President is to: 

 

A. Serve as the President of the Senate and to take over the presidency if the President can no longer serve 
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B. Command the armed forces of the United States in place of the President during peacetime 

C. Appoint the justices who will serve on the Supreme Court and the lower federal courts 

D. Decide which laws passed by Congress are permitted under the United States Constitution 

 

31. In the American election process, a "primary election" is held in order to: 

 

A. Decide which political party will be permitted to take part in the general election 

B. Choose the justices who will serve on the United States Supreme Court that year 

C. Allow the members of each political party to select the candidates who will run in the general election 

D. Determine the final winner of the office in place of holding a later general election 

 

32. The powers to declare war, print money, and make treaties with foreign nations are examples of: 

 

A. Reserved powers that belong only to the individual state governments 

B. Delegated powers that belong only to the national (federal) government 

C. Concurrent powers that are shared by both the federal and state governments 

D. Powers that belong to the people and cannot be exercised by any government 

 

33. A "progressive" income tax is one in which: 

 

A. Every citizen pays exactly the same total amount of tax regardless of their income 

B. People who earn lower incomes pay a higher percentage of their income in taxes 

C. Only businesses, and never individual citizens, are required to pay any income tax 

D. People who earn higher incomes pay a higher percentage of their income in taxes 

 

34. Labor unions in the United States represent workers mainly by: 

 

A. Bargaining collectively with employers over wages, hours, and working conditions 
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B. Setting the prices of the goods that the workers' companies sell to consumers 

C. Choosing which products each company will manufacture and sell each year 

D. Appointing the executives who will manage and run the companies that employ them 

 

35. The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, the nullification crisis, and the secession of the southern states 

all reflect a recurring conflict in American history over: 

 

A. Whether the United States should become involved in the affairs of other nations 

B. How much immigration the United States should permit from other parts of the world 

C. The proper balance of power between the national government and the states 

D. Whether the President should be limited to serving only two terms in office 

 

36. The actions of presidents such as Lincoln during the Civil War, Franklin Roosevelt during the 

Depression and World War II, and recent presidents responding to terrorism best illustrate the: 

 

A. Steady decline of the power of the presidency over the course of American history 

B. Transfer of nearly all presidential power to the individual state governments 

C. Refusal of presidents to take any strong action during times of national crisis 

D. Growth of presidential power, especially during times of national crisis and war 

 

37. The nonviolent tactics used during the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the lunch-counter sit-ins, and the 

Selma marches were effective largely because they: 

 

A. Frightened the public into supporting the demonstrators through the threat of armed force 

B. Drew national attention and sympathy to the cause while exposing the injustice of segregation 

C. Persuaded foreign governments to invade the United States to enforce civil rights laws 

D. Convinced protesters to give up their goals and accept the existing system of segregation 

 

38. The Louisiana Purchase, the settlement of the Oregon Territory, and the acquisition of the Mexican 

Cession all contributed to the United States goal of: 
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A. Expanding the nation's territory westward across the continent toward the Pacific Ocean 

B. Establishing overseas colonies in the distant regions of Asia, Africa, and Europe 

C. Returning land to the Native American nations who had long lived on the continent 

D. Reducing the overall size of the United States to make it easier to govern effectively 

 

39. The First Amendment's protection of free speech, the Fourth Amendment's protection against 

unreasonable searches, and the Sixth Amendment's guarantee of a fair trial all serve to: 

 

A. Expand the power of the government to act against citizens during times of crisis 

B. Give the individual states complete authority over the rights of their own residents 

C. Protect the rights and freedoms of individuals against the power of the government 

D. Limit the rights of citizens who have been accused of committing serious crimes 

 

40. In a democratic society such as the United States, the active participation of citizens through voting, 

staying informed, and serving on juries is important because it: 

 

A. Allows a small group of wealthy citizens to make all of the important decisions for the nation 

B. Replaces the need for elected officials and the three branches of the federal government 

C. Guarantees that every citizen will always agree with every decision made by the government 

D. Helps ensure that the government remains responsive and accountable to the people it serves 

 

41. The addition of amendments such as those ending slavery, granting women the right to vote, and 

lowering the voting age demonstrates that the Constitution: 

 

A. Can never be changed once it has been written and ratified by the states 

B. Can be formally changed over time to reflect the changing values and needs of the nation 

C. Applies only to the conditions and circumstances that existed in the late 1700s 

D. Gives unlimited power to whichever political party controls the federal government 
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42. The history of the United States, including the abolition of slavery, the expansion of voting rights, and 

the civil rights movement, best supports the conclusion that: 

 

A. The nation has gradually worked to extend its ideals of freedom and equality to more people 

B. The rights of American citizens have steadily been reduced over the course of the nation's history 

C. The federal government has consistently opposed every effort to expand the rights of citizens 

D. The ideals expressed in the nation's founding documents have had no real influence on its history 

 

43. The principle that government officials, including the President, must obey the law and act within the 

limits set by the Constitution is known as: 

 

A. Popular sovereignty, the idea that political power belongs ultimately to the people 

B. Federalism, the division of power between the national and the state governments 

C. The rule of law, a foundation of constitutional government in the United States 

D. Judicial review, the power of the courts to declare laws unconstitutional and void 

 

44. The ability of a democratic government to function depends in large part on the willingness of citizens 

and leaders to: 

 

A. Avoid all discussion and debate about the difficult issues that the nation faces 

B. Allow a single leader to make every important decision without any opposition 

C. Refuse to ever change their positions or to consider the views of other people 

D. Engage in open debate and reach compromises to resolve their differences peacefully 

 

45. Principles such as the consent of the governed, the protection of individual rights, and the separation 

of powers are best understood as: 

 

A. Enduring ideas that have guided the development of American government from its founding to today 

B. Outdated concepts that the United States abandoned during the twentieth century 

C. Powers that belong only to the federal government and not to the people or the states 
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D. Temporary rules that applied only during the period of the American Revolution 

 

46. The phrase "a more perfect Union" in the Preamble to the Constitution suggests that the framers: 

 

A. Believed they had created a flawless government that would never need any improvement 

B. Recognized that the nation could continue to be improved by future generations over time 

C. Intended the Constitution to apply only to the original thirteen states and no others 

D. Wanted to prevent any future changes to the structure of the national government 

 

47. Many of the nation's founders believed that public education was important to the future of the country 

mainly because: 

 

A. Educated citizens would be more likely to give up their right to vote in elections 

B. Schools would replace the need for citizens to take any part in their government 

C. An educated and informed citizenry is essential for a democracy to function well 

D. Education would allow the government to control what citizens thought and believed 

 

48. The United States Constitution has served as the framework of American government for more than 

two hundred years largely because it: 

 

A. Spells out a fixed and unchangeable solution to every possible problem the nation might face 

B. Concentrates all governing power in the hands of a single strong national leader 

C. Prohibits any amendment or new interpretation of its provisions under any circumstances 

D. Sets out lasting principles while allowing for change through amendment and interpretation 

 

49. The study of United States history shows that the nation's founding ideals of liberty, equality, and self-

government have: 

 

A. Served as goals that Americans have continued to work toward throughout the nation's history 
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B. Been completely abandoned by the United States soon after the nation was first founded 

C. Applied only to the wealthy and powerful and never influenced the lives of ordinary people 

D. Remained fully and perfectly achieved since the very first days of the new republic 

 

50. When Benjamin Franklin was asked what kind of government the Constitutional Convention had 

created, he is said to have replied, "A republic, if you can keep it." This statement is often understood to 

mean that: 

 

A. The new government would automatically last forever without any effort from its citizens 

B. Preserving the republic would depend on the continued effort and involvement of its citizens 

C. The new government was certain to fail within a few short years of its founding 

D. Only the wealthy and powerful would ever be able to take part in the new government 

 

Practice Exam 18 — Answer Key with Explanations 

1. D — The Navigation Acts required that certain colonial goods be shipped only to England and 

carried on English ships. They were meant to enforce mercantilism and keep colonial trade 

profitable for Britain. The acts restricted the colonies' freedom to trade as they wished. 

2. C — Bacon's Rebellion revealed tensions between wealthy Virginia planters and poorer settlers 

seeking land and protection. The uprising exposed deep class divisions in the colony. It also 

influenced the shift toward greater reliance on enslaved labor. 

3. A — The Stamp Act Congress marked an early effort by the colonies to act together against British 

policies. Delegates from nine colonies coordinated their protest. This cooperation foreshadowed 

later unified resistance. 

4. B — The Philadelphia delegates originally met to revise the Articles of Confederation but instead 

wrote an entirely new constitution. They concluded the Articles were too weak to fix. The 

convention produced the framework still used today. 

5. D — The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions argued that states had the right to judge the 

constitutionality of federal laws and resist them. They responded to the Alien and Sedition Acts. 

The resolutions advanced an early states'-rights theory. 

6. C — The Trail of Tears was the forced removal of the Cherokee from their southeastern homelands 

to present-day Oklahoma. Thousands died on the brutal journey. It resulted from the Indian 

Removal policy of the Jackson era. 

7. B — In "Civil Disobedience," Thoreau argued that individuals have a moral duty to peacefully 

resist laws and government actions they believe are unjust. His ideas influenced later reformers. 

The essay shaped traditions of nonviolent protest. 
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8. A — Susan B. Anthony devoted her life to winning the vote and equal legal rights for women. She 

organized, lectured, and even risked arrest for voting. She became a central figure in the women's 

suffrage movement. 

9. D — The caning of Senator Sumner reflected the growing violence and bitterness between North 

and South over slavery. The attack shocked the nation and deepened sectional anger. It showed 

how the conflict had inflamed even Congress. 

10. C — The Civil War caused more American deaths than any other war, with hundreds of thousands 

killed on both sides. Disease and new weapons added to the toll. Its human cost remains unmatched 

in U.S. history. 

11. B — "Carpetbagger" and "scalawag" were insulting names used by white southerners who opposed 

Reconstruction. They mocked northerners who came south and southern whites who cooperated. 

The terms reflected hostility toward Reconstruction. 

12. A — Railroads created standard time zones because they needed uniform timekeeping to 

coordinate schedules across long distances. Local times had made scheduling confusing and 

unsafe. The system later became standard for the whole country. 

13. C — Employers often broke strikes by hiring replacement workers and obtaining court injunctions 

against the strikers. These tactics weakened the unions' leverage. Such responses made early labor 

victories difficult to achieve. 

14. D — Munn v. Illinois ruled that states could regulate certain private businesses that served the 

public interest, such as grain storage. It was an early victory for farmers seeking fair rates. The 

ruling supported public regulation of business. 

15. B — The "melting pot" describes the idea that people of many backgrounds blend together to form 

a single American culture. It emphasizes mixing and assimilation. The image has long shaped how 

Americans view immigration. 

16. A — The Wisconsin Idea promoted using experts and university research to help shape fair and 

effective government policy. La Follette applied it to reform state government. It reflected the 

Progressive faith in expertise. 

17. C — Conservationists like Pinchot held that natural resources should be managed wisely and 

protected for future generations. They favored careful use rather than waste or total preservation. 

This balanced approach defined Progressive conservation. 

18. D — As a result of the Spanish-American War, Puerto Rico came under United States control and 

remains a U.S. territory today. Its residents are U.S. citizens. The island's status reflects the legacy 

of 1898. 

19. A — Wartime labor shortages in northern factories encouraged the Great Migration of African 

Americans from the rural South to northern cities. They sought jobs and an escape from 

discrimination. This movement reshaped American cities. 

20. B — Lindbergh's 1927 flight was the first solo nonstop crossing of the Atlantic, making him a 

national hero. The feat thrilled the public and showcased aviation's promise. It made Lindbergh 

one of the most famous people of the decade. 

21. D — The name "Hooverville" reflected public anger and blame directed at President Hoover for 

failing to end the Depression. People felt his response was inadequate. The shantytowns became a 

symbol of hard times. 

22. C — A key long-term effect of the New Deal was expanding the federal government's role in 

providing for the economic welfare of citizens. Programs like Social Security endured. This 

marked a lasting shift in government's responsibilities. 
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23. A — The harsh Treaty of Versailles created bitterness and economic hardship in Germany that 

contributed to Hitler's rise. Resentment over war guilt and reparations fueled extremism. These 

conditions helped set the stage for World War II. 

24. B — World War II established the United States as one of the world's two leading superpowers. 

Its economy and military emerged dominant. This new status shaped the postwar Cold War order. 

25. D — The Cold War is called "cold" because the two superpowers never engaged in direct large-

scale military combat. Their rivalry played out through diplomacy, arms races, and proxy wars. 

Open war between them was avoided. 

26. C — Korea and Vietnam are called proxy wars because the superpowers supported opposing sides 

rather than fighting each other directly. These conflicts allowed Cold War rivalry without direct 

confrontation. They spread the struggle around the globe. 

27. A — The civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s sought to end racial segregation and 

discrimination and secure equal rights for African Americans. It challenged unjust laws and 

practices. Its goal was full equality. 

28. B — The Kennedy-Nixon debates showed how television had become a powerful force shaping 

voters' views of candidates. Kennedy's appearance helped him with viewers. The debates marked 

a new era of media-driven politics. 

29. D — Since the Cold War's end, the United States has often taken part in international efforts to 

address regional conflicts and security threats, frequently with allies and international 

organizations. It has acted as a leading global power. This reflects continued American 

engagement abroad. 

30. A — The Vice President serves as President of the Senate and takes over the presidency if the 

President can no longer serve. These are the office's main constitutional duties. The role ensures 

continuity of leadership. 

31. C — A primary election allows members of each party to select the candidates who will run in the 

general election. It narrows the field within each party. This gives voters a voice in choosing 

nominees. 

32. B — The powers to declare war, print money, and make treaties are delegated powers belonging 

only to the national government. They are reserved for the federal level. This distinguishes them 

from state and shared powers. 

33. D — In a progressive income tax, people who earn higher incomes pay a higher percentage of their 

income in taxes. The rate rises with income. This structure aims to base taxation on ability to pay. 

34. A — Labor unions represent workers mainly by bargaining collectively with employers over 

wages, hours, and conditions. This gives workers more power than they would have individually. 

Collective bargaining is the heart of union activity. 

35. C — The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, the nullification crisis, and secession all reflect the 

recurring conflict over the balance of power between the national government and the states. Each 

raised states'-rights claims. This tension runs through American history. 

36. D — The actions of Lincoln, Franklin Roosevelt, and recent presidents responding to terrorism 

show the growth of presidential power, especially during crises and war. Emergencies have 

expanded the executive role. This is a major theme in American government. 

37. B — The nonviolent tactics of the bus boycott, sit-ins, and marches worked by drawing national 

attention and sympathy while exposing the injustice of segregation. The contrast between peaceful 

protesters and violent resistance moved the public. This built support for reform. 
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38. A — The Louisiana Purchase, Oregon settlement, and Mexican Cession all advanced the goal of 

expanding the nation westward toward the Pacific. Together they fulfilled the vision of Manifest 

Destiny. They greatly enlarged United States territory. 

39. C — Free speech, protection against unreasonable searches, and the right to a fair trial all protect 

individuals against the power of the government. These guarantees limit official authority. They 

safeguard basic liberties. 

40. D — Active citizen participation helps ensure that the government remains responsive and 

accountable to the people. Voting and engagement keep leaders in check. Such involvement 

sustains a healthy democracy. 

41. B — Amendments ending slavery, granting women's suffrage, and lowering the voting age show 

that the Constitution can be formally changed to reflect the nation's evolving values and needs. 

The amendment process allows orderly change. This flexibility has kept the document relevant. 

42. A — Abolition, expanded voting rights, and the civil rights movement support the conclusion that 

the nation has gradually worked to extend its ideals of freedom and equality to more people. 

Progress has come over time. The trend has been toward inclusion. 

43. C — The rule of law is the principle that officials, including the President, must obey the law and 

act within constitutional limits. It prevents abuse of power. This idea is foundational to 

constitutional government. 

44. D — A democracy depends on the willingness of citizens and leaders to debate openly and reach 

compromises to resolve differences peacefully. Cooperation keeps government functioning. This 

spirit is essential to self-government. 

45. A — Principles like the consent of the governed, individual rights, and separation of powers are 

enduring ideas that have guided American government since its founding. They remain central 

today. These values continue to shape the nation. 

46. B — "A more perfect Union" suggests the framers recognized the nation could keep being 

improved by future generations. They saw their work as a beginning, not a finished product. The 

phrase implies ongoing progress. 

47. C — Many founders valued public education because an informed citizenry is essential for a 

democracy to function well. Educated citizens can vote and participate wisely. Knowledge 

supports responsible self-government. 

48. D — The Constitution has endured because it sets out lasting principles while allowing change 

through amendment and interpretation. This balance keeps it both stable and adaptable. Its 

flexibility explains its long survival. 

49. A — The founding ideals of liberty, equality, and self-government have served as goals Americans 

have continued to work toward throughout history. They have inspired ongoing reform. The nation 

keeps striving to live up to them. 

50. B — Franklin's reply "a republic, if you can keep it" is understood to mean that preserving the 

republic depends on the continued effort and involvement of its citizens. Self-government requires 

participation. The remark stresses the responsibility of the people. 

 


