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SECTION I — UNITED STATES HISTORY (Questions 1–40) 

 

1. The Iroquois Confederacy of pre-Columbian North America is most distinctive because of its 

 

A. extensive trading networks across the Great Plains region 

B. sophisticated political union of multiple nations under a constitutional framework 

C. development of advanced metallurgy in iron and bronze 

D. permanent agricultural settlements concentrated in the Pacific Northwest 

 

2. The Jamestown colony, established in 1607, struggled in its earliest years primarily because of 

 

A. religious persecution by colonial authorities of the period 

B. the absence of any commercial crop suitable for export 

C. resistance from indentured servants demanding land redistribution 

D. food shortages, disease, and conflict with neighboring indigenous communities 

 

3. The Mayflower Compact (1620) was signed primarily to 

 

A. provide a basis for self-government among the Plymouth colonists 

B. establish a permanent trading post for the Plymouth Company 

C. settle land disputes between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag 

D. proclaim loyalty to the Anglican Church of England 



4. The triangular trade pattern of the colonial Atlantic economy involved 

 

A. trade between three British North American colonies in different climate zones 

B. trade in three principal commodities among the southern colonies 

C. interconnected shipments of goods, enslaved Africans, and raw materials 

D. trade among colonists, indigenous peoples, and free Africans in the Chesapeake region 

 

5. The Stamp Act of 1765 imposed a tax on 

 

A. all goods imported from outside the British Empire 

B. printed materials such as legal documents and newspapers 

C. land sales between colonial residents within each colony 

D. tea, sugar, and molasses sold within the American colonies 

 

6. The Declaration of Independence (1776) drew most directly on the political philosophy of 

 

A. John Locke regarding natural rights and government by consent 

B. Thomas Hobbes regarding absolute sovereignty 

C. Niccolò Machiavelli regarding the practical exercise of power 

D. Edmund Burke regarding the wisdom of inherited tradition 

 

7. The Battle of Yorktown (October 1781) is significant because it 

 

A. marked the British capture of the American capital at Philadelphia 

B. produced the first formal treaty between the United States and France 

C. resulted in the immediate signing of the Treaty of Paris 

D. effectively ended major fighting in the American Revolution 



8. The Land Ordinance of 1785, enacted under the Articles of Confederation, established 

 

A. the boundaries of the original thirteen states 

B. a uniform system of taxation across the western territories 

C. a rectangular survey system for selling federal lands 

D. federal jurisdiction over Native American tribal lands 

 

9. The Federalist Papers, published in 1787 and 1788, were written primarily to 

 

A. argue against the ratification of the Constitution as drafted 

B. persuade New York voters to support ratification of the proposed Constitution 

C. defend the Articles of Confederation as adequate to the new nation 

D. propose a constitutional monarchy for the new United States 

 

10. The election of 1800 is sometimes called the "Revolution of 1800" because it 

 

A. marked the first peaceful transfer of power between competing political parties 

B. produced the first violent transfer of executive power in the new republic 

C. resulted in the dissolution of the Federalist Party at all levels 

D. marked the formation of the modern Democratic Party in its current form 

 

11. The Marshall Court's decision in *McCulloch v. Maryland* (1819) most directly affirmed the 

 

A. right of states to nullify federal laws they considered unconstitutional 

B. limitation of federal authority to powers explicitly enumerated in the Constitution 

C. supremacy of state law over federal law in matters of internal taxation 

D. doctrine of implied federal powers under the Necessary and Proper Clause 



12. The Indian Removal Act of 1830, signed by President Andrew Jackson, authorized 

 

A. the granting of full federal citizenship to all Native Americans 

B. financial compensation for tribes whose lands had been previously seized 

C. the relocation of southeastern tribes to territory west of the Mississippi 

D. military protection for Cherokee territorial claims in Georgia 

 

13. The Wilmot Proviso of 1846 sought to 

 

A. abolish the international slave trade in all American ports 

B. prohibit slavery in any territory acquired from Mexico 

C. extend American citizenship to Mexican residents of newly acquired lands 

D. require the federal government to compensate freed enslaved people 

 

14. The American System, championed by Henry Clay, included all of the following components EXCEPT 

 

A. the immediate abolition of slavery throughout the United States 

B. a high protective tariff to support American manufacturing 

C. a national bank to stabilize currency and credit 

D. federal funding of internal improvements such as roads and canals 

 

15. The Battle of Antietam (September 1862) is significant because it 

 

A. resulted in the surrender of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia 

B. produced the capture of the Confederate capital at Richmond 

C. provided the political opening for the Emancipation Proclamation 

D. ended Confederate naval power in the Atlantic theater 



16. The Reconstruction-era Black Codes were enacted in former Confederate states to 

 

A. extend full citizenship rights to formerly enslaved people 

B. distribute confiscated plantation land to freedmen and women 

C. provide voting rights protections to Republican voters 

D. restrict the freedoms of formerly enslaved African Americans 

 

17. The Homestead Act of 1862 promoted westward settlement primarily by 

 

A. funding the construction of transcontinental railroads 

B. offering 160-acre parcels of federal land to settlers 

C. authorizing the U.S. Army to forcibly remove Native populations 

D. granting statehood to all western territories within five years 

 

18. The Pendleton Civil Service Act of 1883 established 

 

A. merit-based competitive examinations for federal hiring 

B. the system of patronage appointments in federal agencies 

C. mandatory retirement ages for federal officeholders 

D. a uniform federal pay scale for all government employees 

 

19. The Treaty of Paris (1898) ending the Spanish-American War transferred which territories to the 

United States? 

 

A. Hawaii, Cuba, and Alaska under separate provisions 

B. Mexico, Central America, and Cuba under direct rule 

C. Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines 



D. Panama, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico under joint terms 

 

20. President Theodore Roosevelt's "Square Deal" emphasized 

 

A. the rapid annexation of new overseas territorial possessions 

B. permanent neutrality in all European political conflicts 

C. the abolition of all federal regulation of commerce and trade 

D. trust-busting, conservation, and consumer protection 

 

21. The Eighteenth Amendment, ratified in 1919, established 

 

A. national prohibition of alcoholic beverages 

B. women's suffrage in federal elections 

C. direct election of United States senators 

D. the federal income tax structure 

 

22. The Stock Market Crash of October 1929 contributed to the Great Depression by 

 

A. directly causing immediate hyperinflation in consumer prices 

B. eliminating all foreign investment in the American economy 

C. eroding banking confidence and triggering widespread bank failures 

D. forcing the federal government to abandon the gold standard 

 

23. The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), established by the New Deal, primarily 

 

A. provided emergency cash relief payments to families 

B. brought electrification and flood control to a poor region 



C. constructed federally owned electrical generation facilities 

D. financed home mortgages for working-class families 

 

24. The Wagner Act of 1935 (National Labor Relations Act) guaranteed workers 

 

A. a federal minimum wage and maximum-hours protections 

B. universal health insurance through federal payroll taxes 

C. retirement pensions through state-administered programs 

D. the right to organize unions and bargain collectively 

 

25. The internment of Japanese Americans during World War II was upheld by the Supreme Court in 

 

A. *Korematsu v. United States* (1944) 

B. *Plessy v. Ferguson* (1896) 

C. *Brown v. Board of Education* (1954) 

D. *Schenck v. United States* (1919) 

 

26. The Marshall Plan of 1948 provided economic aid for the reconstruction of 

 

A. Eastern Europe behind the Iron Curtain 

B. Latin America after wartime economic disruption 

C. Western European nations recovering from the war 

D. Japan and the broader East Asian region 

 

27. The G.I. Bill (Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944) provided returning veterans with 

 

A. permanent housing in federally constructed neighborhoods 



B. funding for higher education and low-interest home loans 

C. lifetime medical care through federally operated facilities 

D. preferential placement in federal civil service positions 

 

28. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibited discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national 

origin in 

 

A. only federally funded programs and federal employment 

B. only public schools and public accommodations 

C. only voting and electoral participation in federal elections 

D. employment, public accommodations, and federally funded programs 

 

29. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed in the immediate aftermath of which civil rights 

demonstration? 

 

A. The Selma to Montgomery march 

B. The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom 

C. The Greensboro lunch counter sit-ins 

D. The Montgomery Bus Boycott led by King 

 

30. The Watergate scandal led most directly to 

 

A. the impeachment and removal of President Nixon by the Senate 

B. the abolition of the Electoral College through constitutional amendment 

C. the resignation of President Richard Nixon in August 1974 

D. the passage of constitutional amendments limiting presidential terms 

 

 



31. The Camp David Accords (1978) established peace between 

 

A. North Korea and South Korea after years of tension 

B. Egypt and Israel under Carter's mediation 

C. India and Pakistan over Kashmir disputes 

D. Cuba and the United States during the Cold War 

 

32. The Iran-Contra affair during the Reagan administration involved 

 

A. covert military operations in Cuba and the Caribbean 

B. illegal campaign contributions from foreign governments 

C. unauthorized intelligence sharing with Soviet officials 

D. the secret diversion of arms-sale profits to Nicaraguan rebels 

 

33. The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 entitled eligible workers to 

 

A. unpaid leave for family or medical reasons without losing their jobs 

B. fully paid maternity and paternity leave for twelve weeks 

C. universal childcare subsidies through the federal government 

D. mandatory employer-provided health insurance for dependents 

 

34. The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (2010) included an individual mandate that 

 

A. required all employers to provide health insurance to full-time workers 

B. required all hospitals to accept Medicare and Medicaid patients 

C. required most Americans to maintain health insurance coverage or pay a penalty 

D. required all states to expand Medicaid to additional low-income residents 



35. The Erie Canal, completed in 1825, was most significant because it 

 

A. linked the Atlantic Ocean directly to the Pacific Ocean 

B. connected the Great Lakes to the Hudson River and reduced shipping costs 

C. provided a navigable route from New Orleans to Chicago 

D. opened the Mississippi River to large-scale commercial shipping 

 

36. The Compromise of 1850 included all of the following provisions EXCEPT 

 

A. the admission of California as a free state 

B. popular sovereignty in New Mexico and Utah territories 

C. a stringent new federal Fugitive Slave Act 

D. the immediate emancipation of all enslaved people in the District of Columbia 

 

37. The Pullman Strike of 1894 ended primarily because 

 

A. federal troops dispatched by President Cleveland broke the strike 

B. the railroad companies agreed to all of the strikers' wage demands 

C. the American Federation of Labor formally withdrew its support 

D. Congress passed legislation outlawing strikes in transportation industries 

 

38. The Gilded Age, roughly the 1870s through the 1890s, was characterized by 

 

A. the federal regulation of nearly every major industry 

B. the dominance of agrarian populist movements in national politics 

C. rapid industrial growth, urban expansion, and significant inequality 

D. comprehensive federal labor protections for industrial workers 



39. The Cuban Missile Crisis of October 1962 ended when 

 

A. the United States invaded Cuba and removed the Castro regime 

B. the Soviet Union agreed to remove its missiles in exchange for American concessions 

C. the United Nations took direct administrative control of Cuban territory 

D. Cuba severed all diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union 

 

40. The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), implemented in 1994, established a free trade 

area among 

 

A. the United States, Britain, and Canada 

B. the United States, Mexico, and Cuba 

C. the United States and the European Union 

D. the United States, Canada, and Mexico 

 

SECTION II — WORLD HISTORY (Questions 41–71) 

 

41. The earliest known human civilizations developed in which type of geographic setting? 

 

A. River valleys with fertile alluvial soil and reliable water supply 

B. High-altitude mountain plateaus with cool climates 

C. Subarctic boreal forests with abundant timber resources 

D. Tropical rainforest interiors with year-round warmth 

 

42. The Egyptian pharaoh was understood by ancient Egyptians to be 

 

A. a strictly secular ruler with no religious significance 



B. an elected official chosen by priestly councils 

C. both a god and the intermediary between the gods and humanity 

D. a hereditary military commander without religious authority 

 

43. The classical Greek philosopher who taught Alexander the Great was 

 

A. Socrates of fifth-century Athens 

B. Aristotle, founder of the Lyceum 

C. Plato, founder of the Academy 

D. Pythagoras of the Ionian school 

 

44. The Roman Republic ended and the Roman Empire began with the rise of 

 

A. Augustus, the adopted heir of Julius Caesar 

B. Julius Caesar at the start of the Gallic Wars 

C. Cicero in the late Republican period 

D. Constantine the Great in the fourth century 

 

45. The Christian religion was officially tolerated within the Roman Empire after 

 

A. the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem 

B. the Council of Nicaea convened in 325 CE 

C. the persecutions under the emperor Diocletian 

D. the Edict of Milan issued by Constantine in 313 CE 

 

 

 



46. The Hindu concept of *karma* refers most directly to 

 

A. moral duty appropriate to one's stage of life 

B. the principle that actions in this life affect future lives 

C. liberation from the cycle of reincarnation 

D. the cycle of birth, death, and rebirth across multiple lives 

 

47. The Five Pillars of Islam include all of the following EXCEPT 

 

A. the declaration of faith (*shahada*) 

B. ritual prayer five times daily (*salat*) 

C. the obligation to convert non-Muslims by all means 

D. fasting during the holy month of Ramadan (*sawm*) 

 

48. The European feudal system organized society around 

 

A. land tenure exchanged for military service and personal loyalty 

B. universal political participation through elected councils 

C. wage labor in early industrial workshops 

D. centralized monarchical control over all economic activity 

 

49. The Crusades (1095–1291) had which of the following long-term consequences? 

 

A. The permanent Christian recapture and rule of Jerusalem 

B. The dissolution of the Roman Catholic Church as an institution 

C. The unification of Eastern and Western Christianity under one church 

D. Increased European contact with Muslim civilization and new goods 



50. Martin Luther's Ninety-Five Theses (1517) challenged 

 

A. the political authority of the Holy Roman Emperor 

B. the Catholic Church's sale of indulgences and other practices 

C. Catholic teachings on the Eucharist and the Trinity 

D. the legitimacy of the German princes against Rome 

 

51. The Spanish conquest of the Inca Empire was led by 

 

A. Hernán Cortés in the early 1520s 

B. Vasco da Gama in the late 1490s 

C. Francisco Pizarro in the early 1530s 

D. Vasco Núñez de Balboa in the early 1510s 

 

52. The English Civil War (1642–1651) resulted in the temporary 

 

A. abolition of the monarchy and establishment of a Commonwealth 

B. unification of England, Scotland, and Wales under one crown 

C. expansion of royal authority over Parliament 

D. independence of the American colonies from English rule 

 

53. The French Revolution began in 1789 with events including the 

 

A. assassination of King Louis XVI by revolutionary forces 

B. coronation of Napoleon Bonaparte as Emperor 

C. invasion of France by Austrian and Prussian armies 

D. storming of the Bastille and the meeting of the Estates-General 



54. The Napoleonic Code (1804) profoundly influenced legal systems in 

 

A. East Asia and the Indian subcontinent 

B. continental Europe and Latin America 

C. the United States and the British Commonwealth 

D. sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East 

 

55. The Opium Wars (1839–1842 and 1856–1860) resulted in 

 

A. unequal treaties imposing extraterritoriality and treaty ports on China 

B. the British abolition of opium imports into the British Empire 

C. the establishment of equal trading rights between China and European powers 

D. the Chinese conquest of British trading posts in Southeast Asia 

 

56. The Sepoy Rebellion of 1857 was a major uprising against 

 

A. Mughal authority in northern India 

B. Dutch colonial authority in Indonesia 

C. British East India Company rule in India 

D. Japanese expansion into Manchuria 

 

57. The unification of Italy was completed in 1871 with the addition of which city? 

 

A. Florence, the cultural center of the Renaissance 

B. Rome, ending the Pope's temporal sovereignty 

C. Venice, the major port of the Adriatic 

D. Milan, the industrial heart of northern Italy 



58. The Russo-Japanese War (1904–1905) was significant because it 

 

A. resulted in the partition of Korea between Russia and Japan 

B. produced the first treaty between Japan and the United States 

C. ended Russia's eastward expansion across Siberia 

D. was the first major modern military victory of an Asian power over a European one 

 

59. The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (March 1918) ended 

 

A. Russian participation in the First World War on punitive terms 

B. the Russian Civil War between Bolsheviks and White forces 

C. the territorial dispute between Russia and Japan 

D. the Russo-Polish War over the eastern frontier 

 

60. The Long March (1934–1935) is most closely associated with 

 

A. the Indian independence movement's nonviolent resistance campaigns 

B. the Soviet Union's mass deportations of ethnic minorities 

C. the Chinese Communist Party's strategic retreat under Mao Zedong 

D. the Japanese military advance across mainland Southeast Asia 

 

61. The Munich Agreement of September 1938 is widely cited as a failed example of 

 

A. successful collective security through the League of Nations 

B. appeasement of Nazi Germany's territorial demands 

C. effective economic sanctions against aggressive states 

D. coordinated military action by the Allied powers 



62. The Battle of Stalingrad (1942–1943) is generally regarded as 

 

A. the first major engagement between American and German forces 

B. the largest naval battle of the Second World War 

C. the German strategic victory that opened the Caucasus to Axis advance 

D. the catastrophic German defeat marking the strategic turn of the Eastern Front 

 

63. The Bretton Woods Conference of 1944 established 

 

A. the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank 

B. the United Nations Security Council and General Assembly 

C. the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

D. the European Coal and Steel Community 

 

64. The partition of British India in 1947 created the independent states of 

 

A. India and Bangladesh exclusively 

B. India and Burma as separate Commonwealth realms 

C. India and Pakistan, with Bangladesh later separating 

D. India, Sri Lanka, and Pakistan as initial states 

 

65. The Suez Crisis of 1956 began when Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser 

 

A. invaded Israel through the Sinai Peninsula 

B. requested American military intervention in Egypt 

C. signed a defense treaty with the Soviet Union 

D. nationalized the Suez Canal Company 



66. The Cuban Revolution of 1959 brought to power the regime of 

 

A. Juan Perón in close alliance with the United States 

B. Fidel Castro after overthrowing Fulgencio Batista 

C. Salvador Allende through a democratic election 

D. Augusto Pinochet through a military coup 

 

67. The Vietnam War ended in 1975 with the 

 

A. fall of Saigon to North Vietnamese forces and reunification 

B. American military victory and South Vietnamese stabilization 

C. negotiation of a power-sharing government in Saigon 

D. formal partition of Vietnam between the North and South 

 

68. The Iranian Revolution of 1979 resulted in 

 

A. the establishment of a secular democratic republic in Iran 

B. the restoration of the Pahlavi dynasty under the Shah 

C. the establishment of an Islamic Republic under Ayatollah Khomeini 

D. the formal alliance of Iran with the United States 

 

69. The fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989 symbolized 

 

A. the formal beginning of the European Union as a political entity 

B. the consolidation of Soviet power in Central Europe 

C. the end of the Korean War's lingering tensions 

D. the collapse of communist regimes across Eastern Europe 



70. The Cultural Revolution in China (1966–1976) was launched by 

 

A. Deng Xiaoping in response to economic stagnation 

B. Mao Zedong to renew revolutionary fervor and remove rivals 

C. Zhou Enlai during a moment of succession crisis 

D. Hua Guofeng to consolidate power after Mao's death 

 

71. The European Union introduced the euro currency in 

 

A. 1999, with physical notes and coins entering circulation in 2002 

B. 1985 with the signing of the Schengen Agreement 

C. 1957 with the Treaty of Rome 

D. 2009 following the global financial crisis 

 

SECTION III — GEOGRAPHY (Questions 72–90) 

 

72. Cartograms differ from conventional maps in that they 

 

A. show topographic relief through detailed contour lines 

B. preserve the true area and shape of land masses 

C. distort geographic size to represent statistical data 

D. depict ocean currents and prevailing wind patterns 

 

73. The five themes of geography traditionally include all of the following EXCEPT 

 

A. demographic structure of a population 

B. location, both absolute and relative 



C. human-environment interaction 

D. movement of people, goods, and ideas 

 

74. Absolute location refers to a place's 

 

A. position relative to nearby cultural landmarks 

B. distance from the equator measured in nautical miles 

C. cultural significance to surrounding communities 

D. precise coordinates in a global reference system 

 

75. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) integrate 

 

A. only satellite imagery from low-Earth-orbit platforms 

B. multiple layers of spatial data for decision-making 

C. only census data from national statistical agencies 

D. only weather data from meteorological observatories 

 

76. The greenhouse effect is caused by 

 

A. atmospheric gases trapping infrared radiation near the Earth's surface 

B. ozone depletion in the stratosphere over polar regions 

C. urban heat island effects from dense built environments 

D. solar radiation reflected from polar ice caps 

 

77. A Mediterranean climate is characterized by 

 

A. cold dry winters and hot humid summers 



B. uniform precipitation distributed evenly throughout the year 

C. mild wet winters and hot dry summers 

D. extreme temperature ranges with continental seasonality 

 

78. The world's largest desert by area is the 

 

A. Sahara Desert in northern Africa 

B. Gobi Desert of Mongolia and northern China 

C. Arabian Desert of the Middle East 

D. Antarctic Polar Desert covering most of the continent 

 

79. The Demographic Transition Model describes 

 

A. the migration patterns of populations across continents 

B. the typical sequence of falling birth and death rates as countries industrialize 

C. the spread of religions across geographic regions 

D. the relationship between natural disasters and population displacement 

 

80. The world's most populous country today is 

 

A. India following recent demographic milestones surpassing China 

B. China based on long-standing population predominance 

C. the United States with its third-largest population 

D. Indonesia with its rapidly growing archipelago population 

 

 

 



81. The "graying" of populations in many developed countries refers to 

 

A. the dispersal of population from cities to suburban areas 

B. environmental degradation caused by industrial pollution 

C. the rising proportion of older adults relative to working-age adults 

D. the migration of younger workers from rural to urban areas 

 

82. The diffusion of a cultural trait through direct interpersonal contact between members of different 

societies is called 

 

A. stimulus diffusion driven by underlying cultural ideas 

B. hierarchical diffusion through influential urban centers 

C. contagious diffusion through population-wide spread 

D. relocation diffusion through the movement of people 

 

83. Globalization has produced both economic integration and significant 

 

A. backlash against immigration, trade, and cultural homogenization 

B. uniform convergence of all national wage levels 

C. permanent increases in inequality across all sectors 

D. elimination of national governments as significant actors 

 

84. Urbanization is generally most rapid in 

 

A. developed countries already mostly urbanized 

B. countries with declining populations and shrinking cities 

C. developing countries where rural-to-urban migration is highest 



D. countries with strict migration restrictions 

 

85. A primate city is one that 

 

A. serves as the political capital but lacks economic significance 

B. is the largest port in a coastal nation 

C. has been recently established as a planned national capital 

D. is disproportionately larger and more important than the next-largest city 

 

86. The Sahel region of Africa is characterized as a 

 

A. dense tropical rainforest covering equatorial Africa 

B. transitional semi-arid zone between the Sahara and tropical Africa 

C. high-altitude plateau of East Africa 

D. coastal mangrove ecosystem of West Africa 

 

87. Plate tectonics theory holds that the Earth's lithosphere 

 

A. is a single continuous shell that is gradually thinning 

B. consists of layers stratified by density without horizontal movement 

C. is divided into plates that move and interact, producing earthquakes and volcanoes 

D. has remained essentially unchanged since the formation of the planet 

 

88. The Three Gorges Dam, the world's largest hydroelectric facility by installed capacity, is located on 

the 

 

A. Yangtze River of China 



B. Mekong River of Southeast Asia 

C. Amazon River of South America 

D. Indus River of South Asia 

 

89. Edge cities are characterized by 

 

A. dense apartment housing in the historic urban core 

B. rural communities just beyond a metropolitan area's outer ring 

C. industrial districts converted to residential lofts in city centers 

D. concentrations of office, retail, and entertainment outside downtowns 

 

90. Devolution refers to 

 

A. the dissolution of national governments into smaller independent states 

B. the transfer of powers from a central government to subnational units 

C. the formation of supranational unions of multiple countries 

D. the centralization of authority following constitutional reform 

 

SECTION IV — CIVICS (Questions 91–122) 

 

91. According to Aristotle's classification of governments, the corrupt form of rule by the few is 

 

A. oligarchy when wealthy minorities rule selfishly 

B. tyranny when a single ruler rules selfishly 

C. democracy when the many rule 

D. polity when the middle class governs broadly 

 



92. The English political philosopher who argued in *Leviathan* that life in the state of nature would be 

"solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short" was 

 

A. John Locke 

B. Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

C. Thomas Hobbes 

D. Edmund Burke 

 

93. The ratification of the United States Constitution required approval by 

 

A. all thirteen states acting unanimously 

B. nine of the thirteen states under the original Article VII 

C. two-thirds of state legislatures within ten years 

D. a national constitutional convention representing all states 

 

94. The Three-Fifths Compromise was eventually rendered moot by which constitutional development? 

 

A. The Twelfth Amendment establishing separate ballots 

B. The Sixteenth Amendment authorizing the federal income tax 

C. The Eleventh Amendment limiting suits against states 

D. The Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments 

 

95. The Bill of Rights was ratified in which year? 

 

A. 1791, two years after the federal government began operations 

B. 1789, the same year the Constitution took effect 

C. 1798, alongside the Alien and Sedition Acts 



D. 1803, the same year as *Marbury v. Madison* 

 

96. The First Amendment's religion clauses include 

 

A. a Free Press Clause and a Conscience Clause 

B. a Naturalization Clause and a Tolerance Clause 

C. an Establishment Clause and a Free Exercise Clause 

D. a Public Welfare Clause and a Public Morals Clause 

 

97. The Second Amendment protects 

 

A. freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures 

B. the right to keep and bear arms 

C. the right to vote in federal and state elections 

D. the right to a speedy and public trial 

 

98. The Eighth Amendment prohibits 

 

A. excessive bail, excessive fines, and cruel and unusual punishment 

B. unreasonable searches and seizures by federal officers 

C. trials in civil cases without a jury of peers 

D. the establishment of a national religion by Congress 

 

99. The case that established the principle that the President is not above the law in the context of criminal 

evidence was 

 

A. *Marbury v. Madison* (1803) 



B. *McCulloch v. Maryland* (1819) 

C. *Brown v. Board of Education* (1954) 

D. *United States v. Nixon* (1974) 

 

100. *Obergefell v. Hodges* (2015) held that 

 

A. corporations have free speech rights under the First Amendment 

B. the right to marry is a fundamental right that includes same-sex couples 

C. states may impose voter identification requirements without federal review 

D. the Affordable Care Act's individual mandate is constitutional 

 

101. A House of Representatives congressional district has approximately how many residents? 

 

A. Exactly 100,000 residents in every district nationwide 

B. Approximately 1.5 million residents per district nationwide 

C. Roughly 760,000 residents based on the 2020 reapportionment 

D. A variable number depending on how each state defines districts 

 

102. A congressional committee that combines members of both the House and Senate to negotiate 

differences between the two chambers' versions of a bill is called a 

 

A. conference committee 

B. select committee 

C. joint committee 

D. standing committee 

 

 



103. The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is part of 

 

A. the legislative branch under congressional oversight 

B. an independent regulatory commission of Congress 

C. the Department of the Treasury under fiscal authority 

D. the Executive Office of the President 

 

104. Independent regulatory commissions like the FCC and SEC are characterized by 

 

A. direct daily supervision by the Office of the President 

B. members serving fixed staggered terms with limited removal authority 

C. exclusive judicial functions, with no rule-making authority 

D. members serving at the pleasure of the President with no fixed terms 

 

105. Federal discretionary spending is best described as spending that 

 

A. is required by existing law for entitlement programs 

B. cannot be changed without constitutional amendment 

C. is set annually through the appropriations process 

D. is funded entirely by state and local governments 

 

106. The federal debt represents 

 

A. the accumulated total of past deficits, minus surpluses 

B. the annual difference between government spending and revenue 

C. the total amount of currency in circulation in the economy 

D. the federal government's annual interest payments 



107. The Twenty-Fifth Amendment addresses 

 

A. women's suffrage in federal and state elections 

B. the prohibition of poll taxes in federal elections 

C. the lowering of the voting age to eighteen 

D. presidential succession and disability 

 

108. *Citizens United v. FEC* (2010) held that 

 

A. all corporate political spending must be disclosed to federal regulators 

B. corporations and unions have free speech rights to make independent expenditures 

C. corporations and unions may not make any independent political expenditures 

D. campaign contributions to candidates may be unlimited if disclosed publicly 

 

109. The "wall of separation between church and state" is a phrase associated with 

 

A. Thomas Jefferson's interpretation of the First Amendment 

B. James Madison's draft of the Bill of Rights 

C. John Adams's annotations to the Constitution 

D. George Washington's Farewell Address 

 

110. The right to a court-appointed attorney for indigent criminal defendants was established in 

 

A. *Mapp v. Ohio* (1961) 

B. *Miranda v. Arizona* (1966) 

C. *Gideon v. Wainwright* (1963) 

D. *Tinker v. Des Moines* (1969) 



111. The Electoral College currently consists of how many electors? 

 

A. 100, equal to the number of senators 

B. 270, the number required to win the presidency 

C. 435, equal to the number of representatives 

D. 538, equal to senators plus representatives plus three for D.C. 

 

112. A direct democracy mechanism by which voters can remove an elected official before the end of their 

term is called a 

 

A. referendum on a specific policy question 

B. recall election against an incumbent officeholder 

C. initiative on a proposed new law 

D. judicial review of legislative action 

 

113. A semi-presidential system is best described as one in which 

 

A. only the executive is directly elected, with no separate legislature 

B. a hereditary monarch shares power with an elected parliament 

C. an elected president coexists with a prime minister accountable to the legislature 

D. a presidium of party officials selects all major government officeholders 

 

114. The veto power exercised by permanent members of the United Nations Security Council allows 

them to 

 

A. block any substantive Security Council resolution they oppose 

B. propose amendments to the United Nations Charter 

C. expel member states from the General Assembly 



D. impose binding economic sanctions without further approval 

 

115. The European Union's Schengen Area allows for 

 

A. free movement of capital across all global financial markets 

B. unrestricted commercial trade between EU member states only 

C. coordinated military deployments by EU member states 

D. passport-free travel across most participating European states 

 

116. NATO's Article 5 commits member states to 

 

A. economic sanctions against any non-democratic state 

B. mutual defense, treating an attack on one as an attack on all 

C. shared command of all member-state nuclear arsenals 

D. mandatory contributions of three percent of GDP to defense 

 

117. The Paris Agreement of 2015 commits signatory countries to 

 

A. eliminate all greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 

B. abandon fossil fuel use entirely within fifteen years 

C. limit global warming to "well below" 2°C above pre-industrial levels 

D. transfer climate-related sovereignty to a single international body 

 

118. The doctrine of incorporation refers to the Supreme Court's gradual application of 

 

A. most provisions of the Bill of Rights to state governments through the Fourteenth Amendment 

B. corporate rights to political expenditures under the First Amendment 



C. federal regulatory authority to overseas territories of the United States 

D. international treaties to domestic constitutional interpretation 

 

119. The First Amendment protects all of the following EXCEPT 

 

A. freedom of religion through the Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses 

B. freedom of speech and of the press from government censorship 

C. the right peaceably to assemble and to petition the government 

D. the right to keep and bear arms in defense of self and community 

 

120. The Fourth Amendment protects against 

 

A. cruel and unusual punishment after conviction 

B. unreasonable searches and seizures by government officials 

C. compelled self-incrimination during criminal proceedings 

D. excessive bail set during pretrial release proceedings 

 

121. The Constitution provides that bills for raising revenue must originate in the 

 

A. Senate, where they are subject to amendment by the House 

B. Office of the President for submission to Congress 

C. House of Representatives, where they are subject to amendment by the Senate 

D. Joint Committee on Taxation for review by both chambers 

 

122. The Senate's exclusive constitutional powers include 

 

A. trying impeachments and confirming presidential appointments 



B. originating revenue bills under Article I, Section 7 

C. impeaching federal officials and presenting charges 

D. appointing federal judges and ambassadors 

 

SECTION V — ECONOMICS (Questions 123–140) 

 

123. A point inside the production possibilities curve represents 

 

A. a level of output that requires economic growth to reach 

B. an unattainable combination of outputs given current resources 

C. the optimal balance between consumer and capital goods 

D. an inefficient use of resources that could produce more without trade-offs 

 

124. A command economy is one in which 

 

A. consumer preferences fully determine production decisions 

B. central planners decide what is produced, how, and for whom 

C. economic activity follows traditional customs and patterns 

D. economic decisions are coordinated through markets and prices 

 

125. A complementary good for coffee would most likely be 

 

A. tea, which is a substitute beverage for coffee 

B. orange juice, which is consumed at different times 

C. cream and sugar, which are typically consumed with coffee 

D. bottled water, which is consumed independently 

 



126. A leftward shift of the supply curve in a market is most likely caused by 

 

A. an increase in the cost of inputs used in production 

B. a technological improvement reducing production costs 

C. an increase in the number of producers entering the market 

D. a government subsidy paid to producers in the industry 

 

127. Price elasticity of demand is highest for which type of goods? 

 

A. Necessities with few available substitutes 

B. Goods purchased habitually with little price awareness 

C. Goods regulated by government price ceilings 

D. Luxury goods with many available substitutes 

 

128. The marginal cost of producing one more unit is best understood as 

 

A. the average cost across all units already produced 

B. the additional cost incurred to produce one more unit 

C. the largest single cost incurred during production 

D. the total fixed cost divided by total output 

 

129. In monopolistic competition, firms 

 

A. produce differentiated products with some price-setting power 

B. produce identical products with no influence over price 

C. operate as a single dominant firm in the market 

D. coordinate prices through formal cartel agreements 



130. An oligopoly is most accurately described as a market structure with 

 

A. one firm controlling the entire industry 

B. a large number of small firms producing identical goods 

C. a small number of large firms whose actions affect each other 

D. completely free entry of new firms with no strategic interaction 

 

131. A natural monopoly is characterized by 

 

A. complete absence of fixed costs in production 

B. perfect information available to all market participants 

C. exclusive control of a unique mineral resource 

D. economies of scale so large that one firm can supply the market most efficiently 

 

132. A positive externality occurs when 

 

A. a firm earns profits exceeding its variable costs 

B. a transaction generates benefits that fall on parties not directly involved 

C. consumers experience satisfaction from purchasing a normal good 

D. inflation increases the nominal value of fixed-rate contracts 

 

133. The expenditure approach to calculating GDP includes which of the following components? 

 

A. Consumption, investment, government spending, and net exports 

B. Wages, rent, interest, and corporate profits 

C. Imports, exports, savings, and investments 

D. Federal, state, and local tax revenue 



134. Inflation that results from rising production costs is best classified as 

 

A. demand-pull inflation caused by excess aggregate demand 

B. built-in inflation caused by self-reinforcing expectations 

C. cost-push inflation caused by rising input costs 

D. hyperinflation caused by collapsing currency value 

 

135. Cyclical unemployment results from 

 

A. workers transitioning between jobs during normal labor market activity 

B. downturns in the business cycle that reduce aggregate demand 

C. mismatches between workers' skills and the jobs available 

D. predictable seasonal variations in particular industries 

 

136. M1, the most liquid measure of the money supply, includes 

 

A. corporate stocks and bonds 

B. real estate held as investment property 

C. precious metals stored in bank vaults 

D. currency in circulation and demand deposits 

 

137. Fractional reserve banking refers to the practice by which 

 

A. banks hold only a portion of deposits as reserves and lend the remainder 

B. depositors receive only a fraction of their deposits when withdrawing funds 

C. interest rates on deposits are determined by a fraction of the federal funds rate 

D. central banks hold all customer deposits as physical reserves 



138. Open market operations conducted by the Federal Reserve involve 

 

A. setting the federal minimum wage and unemployment insurance benefits 

B. directly extending consumer loans to American households 

C. buying and selling government securities to influence the money supply 

D. coordinating fiscal policy with the United States Treasury 

 

139. Comparative advantage exists when a country can produce a good 

 

A. using fewer total resources than any other country 

B. at lower opportunity cost than another country can 

C. without importing any inputs from foreign sources 

D. exclusively for domestic consumption rather than export 

 

140. A trade deficit occurs when a country's 

 

A. budget deficit exceeds its trade surplus 

B. domestic production exceeds domestic consumption 

C. currency rises in value against major trading partners 

D. imports exceed its exports during a given period 

  



PRACTICE EXAM 9 — ANSWER KEY 

AND EXPLANATIONS 
 

SECTION I — UNITED STATES HISTORY (Questions 1–40) 

1. B — The Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) Confederacy united five (later six) nations under the Great 

Law of Peace, a sophisticated constitutional framework. Some scholars argue it influenced later 

European political thought, including aspects of American federalism. 

2. D — Jamestown's earliest years were marked by food shortages, disease (especially malaria and 

dysentery), and conflict with the Powhatan Confederacy. The "Starving Time" of 1609–1610 

reduced the colony from roughly 500 to 60 settlers before resupply ships arrived. 

3. A — The Mayflower Compact was signed to provide a basis for self-government among the 

Plymouth colonists who had landed outside their patent's jurisdiction. The 41 male signatories 

agreed to combine into a "civil body politic" governed by mutually agreed laws — an early 

example of governance by consent. 

4. C — The Triangular Trade involved interconnected shipments of goods, enslaved Africans, and 

raw materials among Africa, the Americas, and Europe. Manufactured goods went from Europe to 

Africa, enslaved people from Africa to the Americas, and raw materials like sugar and tobacco 

from the Americas to Europe. 

5. B — The Stamp Act of 1765 imposed a tax on printed materials such as legal documents, 

newspapers, pamphlets, and playing cards. The tax was widely resented because it was a direct 

internal tax imposed without colonial representation in Parliament. 

6. A — The Declaration of Independence drew most directly on John Locke's theories of natural 

rights and government by consent. Jefferson's prose echoes Locke's Two Treatises of Government 

so directly that scholars have documented numerous parallel passages. 

7. D — The Battle of Yorktown (October 1781) effectively ended major fighting in the American 

Revolution when British General Cornwallis surrendered to Washington's combined American and 

French forces. The Treaty of Paris formally ending the war was signed nearly two years later in 

1783. 

8. C — The Land Ordinance of 1785 established a rectangular survey system for selling federal lands 

in the Northwest, dividing land into townships of 36 square miles. This grid system became the 

foundation for property ownership across most of the western United States. 



9. B — The Federalist Papers were a series of 85 essays written under the pseudonym "Publius" by 

Hamilton, Madison, and Jay, published specifically to persuade New York voters to ratify the 

Constitution at a moment when ratification was deeply uncertain. 

10. A — The 1800 election marked the first peaceful transfer of executive power between competing 

political parties — from the Federalists to the Democratic-Republicans. This had been by no means 

guaranteed in the early republic and was widely seen as a profound demonstration of constitutional 

resilience. 

11. D — McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) affirmed the doctrine of implied federal powers under the 

Necessary and Proper Clause, upholding Congress's authority to charter a national bank. Marshall 

also famously held that "the power to tax involves the power to destroy," forbidding state taxation 

of federal institutions. 

12. C — The Indian Removal Act of 1830 authorized the relocation of southeastern tribes to territory 

west of the Mississippi. The most infamous result was the Trail of Tears (1838–1839), the forced 

removal of the Cherokee Nation from Georgia in which roughly 4,000 Cherokee died. 

13. B — The Wilmot Proviso, attached to an 1846 appropriations bill, sought to prohibit slavery in 

any territory acquired from Mexico in the Mexican-American War. Though it failed to pass, it 

dramatized the sectional conflict over slavery's expansion. 

14. A — The American System emphasized economic nationalism through tariffs, a national bank, and 

internal improvements — not the abolition of slavery. Henry Clay was a slaveholder who 

supported the program of national economic development without challenging the institution of 

slavery. 

15. C — Antietam was the bloodiest single day in American history, but more importantly it was a 

strategic Union victory that halted Lee's invasion of Maryland. The result gave Lincoln the political 

opening to issue the Emancipation Proclamation. 

16. D — Black Codes were enacted in former Confederate states to restrict the freedoms of formerly 

enslaved African Americans, controlling labor, movement, and civil rights. Their enactment 

provoked Radical Republicans in Congress to override President Andrew Johnson's lenient 

Reconstruction policies. 

17. B — The Homestead Act offered 160-acre parcels of federal land to settlers willing to live on and 

farm the land for five years. Combined with railroad land grants, it drew millions of settlers 

westward and was a major engine of demographic transformation. 

18. A — The Pendleton Civil Service Act established merit-based competitive examinations for 

federal hiring, beginning the gradual replacement of the spoils system with a professional civil 

service. It was passed in the wake of President Garfield's assassination by a disappointed office-

seeker. 



19. C — The Treaty of Paris (1898) ending the Spanish-American War transferred Puerto Rico, Guam, 

and the Philippines to the United States. Cuba was granted nominal independence but remained 

under American supervision through the Platt Amendment. 

20. D — Roosevelt's "Square Deal" emphasized trust-busting, conservation, and consumer protection 

— including the Pure Food and Drug Act and the Meat Inspection Act of 1906. The phrase reflected 

Roosevelt's promise of fair treatment for all economic groups. 

21. A — The Eighteenth Amendment, ratified in 1919 and effective in 1920, established national 

prohibition of the manufacture, sale, and transportation of alcoholic beverages. Prohibition 

produced the rise of organized crime and was repealed by the Twenty-First Amendment in 1933. 

22. C — The Crash of 1929 contributed to the Great Depression by eroding banking confidence and 

triggering widespread bank failures, which destroyed personal savings and dramatically reduced 

consumer spending and business investment. The contraction continued for years after the initial 

Crash. 

23. B — The TVA was a New Deal program that brought electrification and flood control to the 

Tennessee River valley — a poor rural region that had been bypassed by previous private 

investment. It remains one of the most ambitious regional development projects in American 

history. 

24. D — The Wagner Act of 1935 (National Labor Relations Act) guaranteed workers the right to 

organize unions and bargain collectively, and established the National Labor Relations Board to 

enforce these rights. It was foundational to the dramatic growth of organized labor in the late 1930s 

and 1940s. 

25. A — Korematsu v. United States (1944) upheld Japanese American internment under Executive 

Order 9066. The decision is now widely repudiated and was officially condemned by Congress in 

the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, which provided reparations to surviving internees. 

26. C — The Marshall Plan provided economic aid for the reconstruction of Western European nations 

recovering from World War II. The program is credited with both rebuilding war-torn economies 

and binding Western Europe to the American-led Cold War alliance. 

27. B — The G.I. Bill provided returning World War II veterans with funding for higher education and 

low-interest home loans. The legislation transformed American higher education and 

homeownership patterns and contributed substantially to postwar middle-class expansion. 

28. D — The Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibited discrimination in employment (Title VII), public 

accommodations (Title II), and federally funded programs (Title VI), as well as in education and 

other domains. It was the most comprehensive civil rights legislation since Reconstruction. 

29. A — The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed in the immediate aftermath of the Selma to 

Montgomery march, including the brutal "Bloody Sunday" attack on demonstrators at the Edmund 



Pettus Bridge. The march's televised violence created decisive momentum for federal voting rights 

legislation. 

30. C — Watergate led most directly to Richard Nixon's resignation on August 9, 1974, after the 

release of incriminating tape recordings made his impeachment and removal certain. The Senate 

did not in fact remove him because he resigned first. 

31. B — The Camp David Accords (1978) established peace between Egypt and Israel, leading to the 

Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty of 1979. The Accords were brokered by President Jimmy Carter and 

remain one of the most significant diplomatic achievements in modern Middle Eastern history. 

32. D — The Iran-Contra affair involved the secret sale of arms to Iran and the diversion of profits to 

fund the Nicaraguan Contras, despite a congressional ban on such aid. The scandal damaged the 

Reagan administration but did not result in presidential impeachment. 

33. A — The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 entitled eligible workers to up to twelve weeks 

of unpaid leave for family or medical reasons without losing their jobs or health benefits. The law 

applied to employers with fifty or more employees. 

34. C — The Affordable Care Act's individual mandate required most Americans to maintain health 

insurance coverage or pay a penalty. The mandate was upheld by the Supreme Court in NFIB v. 

Sebelius (2012) under the taxing power, and the penalty was effectively eliminated by Congress in 

2017. 

35. B — The Erie Canal connected the Great Lakes to the Hudson River, dramatically reducing 

shipping costs from the Midwest to New York and the Atlantic. It transformed New York City into 

the nation's premier commercial center; shipping costs dropped by roughly 90 percent. 

36. D — The Compromise of 1850 abolished the slave trade in Washington, D.C., but did NOT 

emancipate enslaved people there. Slavery itself continued in the District until 1862. The other 

listed provisions — California's admission as a free state, popular sovereignty in New 

Mexico/Utah, and the Fugitive Slave Act — were all included. 

37. A — Federal troops dispatched by President Cleveland broke the Pullman Strike over the strenuous 

objections of Illinois Governor John Altgeld. The intervention crushed the strike and the American 

Railway Union, illustrating how federal power was deployed against labor in the late nineteenth 

century. 

38. C — The Gilded Age was characterized by rapid industrial growth, urban expansion, immigration, 

and significant inequality. The term, coined by Mark Twain, captured the era's combination of 

glittering wealth at the top with widespread hardship for industrial workers and farmers. 

39. B — The Cuban Missile Crisis ended when Soviet leader Khrushchev agreed to remove missiles 

from Cuba in exchange for an American pledge not to invade Cuba and the quiet removal of 



American missiles from Turkey. The thirteen-day standoff brought the world closer to nuclear war 

than any other Cold War moment. 

40. D — NAFTA, implemented in 1994, established a free trade area among the United States, Canada, 

and Mexico. It deepened economic integration across North America and was eventually replaced 

by USMCA in 2020. 

SECTION II — WORLD HISTORY (Questions 41–71) 

41. A — The earliest known civilizations emerged in river valleys with fertile alluvial soil and reliable 

water supply: Mesopotamia (Tigris-Euphrates), Egypt (Nile), the Indus Valley, and northern China 

(Yellow River). Annual flooding deposited fertile silt and irrigation supported intensive agriculture 

for dense populations. 

42. C — The Egyptian pharaoh was understood to be both a god and the intermediary between the 

gods and humanity. This divine kingship was a defining feature of Egyptian political and religious 

culture and shaped the elaborate burial practices and monumental architecture of ancient Egypt. 

43. B — Aristotle, founder of the Lyceum, taught Alexander the Great as a youth and wrote on logic, 

ethics, politics, biology, and other subjects. His systematic approach to knowledge influenced 

Western thought for two millennia and shaped both Christian and Islamic intellectual traditions. 

44. A — The Roman Republic ended and the Empire began with the rise of Augustus (Octavian), the 

adopted heir of Julius Caesar, who became the first emperor in 27 BCE after defeating Mark 

Antony and Cleopatra. Augustus preserved republican forms while concentrating real power in 

himself. 

45. D — Christianity was officially tolerated within the Roman Empire after the Edict of Milan, issued 

by Constantine in 313 CE, ending official persecution. Constantine's own conversion and the later 

edict of Theodosius (380 CE) made Christianity the state religion. 

46. B — Karma in Hindu thought is the principle that actions in this life affect one's circumstances in 

future lives. It works in conjunction with samsara (the cycle of rebirth) and moksha (liberation), 

forming the core framework of Hindu ethics and metaphysics. 

47. C — Islam includes no Pillar requiring forced conversion of non-Muslims. The Five Pillars are 

shahada (declaration of faith), salat (ritual prayer), zakat (almsgiving), sawm (fasting during 

Ramadan), and hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca). The Qur'an explicitly states that "there is no 

compulsion in religion." 

48. A — The European feudal system organized society around land tenure exchanged for military 

service and personal loyalty between lords and vassals. The arrangement reflected the political 

fragmentation that followed Carolingian collapse and persisted in modified forms for centuries. 

49. D — The Crusades increased European contact with Muslim civilization and brought new goods 

(spices, silk, sugar), ideas (preserved classical learning), and technologies into Western Europe. 



The immediate religious objectives largely failed, but the cultural and economic consequences 

were profound. 

50. B — Luther's Ninety-Five Theses challenged the Catholic Church's sale of indulgences (payments 

offering remission of sin's temporal punishment) and other practices. Posted on October 31, 1517, 

the document sparked the Protestant Reformation that divided Western Christendom. 

51. C — The Spanish conquest of the Inca Empire was led by Francisco Pizarro, beginning in 1532 

with the capture of the emperor Atahualpa. Disease, internal Inca civil conflict, and Spanish 

technological advantages enabled a small expedition to topple a vast empire. 

52. A — The English Civil War resulted in the temporary abolition of the monarchy and establishment 

of a Commonwealth (1649–1660) under Oliver Cromwell. The execution of Charles I in 1649 was 

unprecedented in European history; the monarchy was restored under Charles II in 1660. 

53. D — The French Revolution began in 1789 with the storming of the Bastille on July 14 and the 

meeting of the Estates-General in May, which became the National Assembly. King Louis XVI 

was executed in 1793; Napoleon's coronation came much later in 1804. 

54. B — The Napoleonic Code (1804) profoundly influenced legal systems in continental Europe and 

Latin America, shaping civil law traditions in dozens of countries. Its principles of equality before 

the law, property rights, and religious tolerance remain influential today. 

55. A — The Opium Wars resulted in unequal treaties imposing extraterritoriality (immunity of foreign 

citizens from Chinese law), treaty ports open to foreign trade, and significant territorial 

concessions including the cession of Hong Kong to Britain. The treaties initiated a "century of 

humiliation" in Chinese historical memory. 

56. C — The Sepoy Rebellion of 1857 was a major uprising against British East India Company rule 

in India. After the rebellion was suppressed, the British government assumed direct rule, ending 

Company governance and beginning the formal era of the British Raj. 

57. B — Italian unification was completed in 1871 with the addition of Rome, ending the Pope's 

temporal sovereignty over the Papal States. The new kingdom established Rome as its capital, and 

the Pope retreated into the Vatican as a "prisoner." 

58. D — The Russo-Japanese War (1904–1905) was the first major modern military victory of an 

Asian power over a European one. Japan's victory over Russia signaled Japan's emergence as a 

great power and challenged European assumptions about racial and military hierarchies. 

59. A — The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (March 1918) ended Russian participation in the First World War 

on punitive terms, transferring vast territory from Russia to Germany. Lenin accepted the harsh 

terms to consolidate Bolshevik power against domestic opposition. 

60. C — The Long March (1934–1935) is most closely associated with the Chinese Communist Party's 

strategic retreat under Mao Zedong, covering roughly 6,000 miles to escape Nationalist 



encirclement. The march established Mao's leadership and became central to Communist Party 

mythology. 

61. B — The Munich Agreement of September 1938 is widely cited as a failed example of 

appeasement. By allowing Hitler to annex the Sudetenland in exchange for promises of no further 

demands, Britain and France emboldened German aggression that culminated in the invasion of 

Poland a year later. 

62. D — Stalingrad was the catastrophic German defeat that marked the strategic turn of the Eastern 

Front. An entire German army (the Sixth Army) was destroyed, and the Soviet Union began its 

long advance westward that eventually reached Berlin in 1945. 

63. A — The Bretton Woods Conference of 1944 established the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

and the World Bank to promote international monetary cooperation and provide development 

financing. These institutions remain central to the global economic system. 

64. C — The partition of British India in 1947 created India and Pakistan, with Bangladesh later 

separating from Pakistan in 1971 after a brutal civil war. Partition produced massive communal 

violence, with estimates of one to two million dead and 15 million displaced. 

65. D — The Suez Crisis began when Egyptian President Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal 

Company on July 26, 1956. Britain, France, and Israel responded with a coordinated military 

operation that ultimately failed under American and Soviet pressure. 

66. B — The Cuban Revolution of 1959 brought Fidel Castro to power after overthrowing dictator 

Fulgencio Batista. Castro's regime soon aligned with the Soviet Union and survived more than a 

half-century of American hostility. 

67. A — The Vietnam War ended in 1975 with the fall of Saigon to North Vietnamese forces and the 

reunification of Vietnam under Communist rule. The collapse of South Vietnam followed the 

withdrawal of American forces under the 1973 Paris Peace Accords. 

68. C — The Iranian Revolution of 1979 resulted in the establishment of an Islamic Republic under 

Ayatollah Khomeini, replacing the pro-Western Shah. The revolution dramatically reshaped 

Middle Eastern politics and produced the Iran Hostage Crisis at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran. 

69. D — The fall of the Berlin Wall on November 9, 1989 symbolized the collapse of communist 

regimes across Eastern Europe. Within months, virtually every East European Communist 

government fell, and within two years the Soviet Union itself dissolved. 

70. B — The Cultural Revolution (1966–1976) was launched by Mao Zedong to renew revolutionary 

fervor and remove rivals within the Communist Party. The campaign resulted in massive social 

upheaval, persecution of intellectuals, and significant economic disruption before ending with 

Mao's death. 



71. A — The European Union introduced the euro in 1999 as electronic currency, with physical notes 

and coins entering circulation in 2002. The euro is now the official currency of 20 EU member 

states and represents one of the most significant integrations in European history. 

SECTION III — GEOGRAPHY (Questions 72–90) 

72. C — Cartograms distort geographic size to represent statistical data, with countries or regions 

appearing larger or smaller in proportion to the variable being mapped. They are useful for 

visualizing data like population, GDP, or election results, though they sacrifice geographic 

accuracy. 

73. A — Demographic structure of a population is not one of the five themes of geography. The five 

traditional themes are location, place, region, movement, and human-environment interaction. 

74. D — Absolute location refers to a place's precise coordinates in a global reference system such as 

latitude and longitude or a street address. It contrasts with relative location, which describes 

position in relation to other places or features. 

75. B — GIS integrates multiple layers of spatial data — terrain, demographics, infrastructure, 

environment — for decision-making. It is particularly powerful for problems requiring synthesis 

across multiple types of spatial information. 

76. A — The greenhouse effect is caused by atmospheric gases — carbon dioxide, methane, water 

vapor, and others — trapping infrared radiation near the Earth's surface. The natural greenhouse 

effect makes Earth habitable; anthropogenic increases are driving contemporary climate change. 

77. C — A Mediterranean climate is characterized by mild wet winters and hot dry summers. It occurs 

in regions including the Mediterranean Basin, central California, central Chile, the Western Cape 

of South Africa, and parts of southwestern and southern Australia. 

78. D — The Antarctic Polar Desert is the world's largest desert by area, covering most of the 

continent. Despite its ice cover, Antarctica receives very little precipitation and meets the technical 

definition of a desert. The Sahara is the largest hot desert. 

79. B — The Demographic Transition Model describes the typical sequence of falling birth and death 

rates as countries industrialize, moving through four (sometimes five) stages. The model is 

descriptive rather than universally predictive. 

80. A — India is now the world's most populous country, having surpassed China around 2023. Both 

countries have populations of roughly 1.4 billion, but India's continuing growth and China's 

declining birth rate produced the recent crossover. 

81. C — The "graying" of populations refers to the rising proportion of older adults relative to the 

working-age population. It results from the combination of falling birth rates and rising life 

expectancy, and creates significant fiscal pressures on pensions and healthcare systems. 



82. D — Relocation diffusion is the spread of a cultural trait through the movement of people from 

one place to another. It contrasts with expansion diffusion (which spreads from a hearth without 

people necessarily moving) including hierarchical, contagious, and stimulus diffusion. 

83. A — Globalization has produced significant backlash against immigration, trade, and cultural 

homogenization. Recent populist movements in many countries, Brexit, and trade-related political 

tensions reflect this widespread reaction to the costs and disruptions of globalization. 

84. C — Urbanization is generally most rapid in developing countries where rural-to-urban migration 

is highest. Most population growth in coming decades is projected to occur in developing-world 

cities, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. 

85. D — A primate city is one disproportionately larger and more important than the next-largest city 

in its country, often dominating economic, political, and cultural life. Examples include Paris, 

Mexico City, and Bangkok. 

86. B — The Sahel is a transitional semi-arid zone between the Sahara to the north and tropical Africa 

to the south, stretching across the continent from Senegal to Sudan. It is highly vulnerable to 

drought, desertification, and food insecurity. 

87. C — Plate tectonics theory holds that the Earth's lithosphere is divided into plates that move and 

interact, producing earthquakes, volcanoes, mountain building, and ocean basin formation. The 

theory unified geology in the 1960s. 

88. A — The Three Gorges Dam, the world's largest hydroelectric facility by installed capacity, is 

located on the Yangtze River in central China. It produces approximately 22,500 megawatts of 

electricity, but has been criticized for environmental and social costs. 

89. D — Edge cities are concentrations of office, retail, and entertainment activity outside traditional 

downtowns, typically located along beltways and highway interchanges in metropolitan suburbs. 

They emerged as a distinctive urban form in the late twentieth century. 

90. B — Devolution is the transfer of powers from a central government to subnational units in 

response to regional pressures. Examples include the Scottish and Welsh devolved governments 

within the United Kingdom and the autonomous regions of Spain. 

SECTION IV — CIVICS (Questions 91–122) 

91. A — In Aristotle's classification, the corrupt form of rule by the few is oligarchy. Aristotle's six-

part classification distinguishes between rule by one (monarchy/tyranny), few 

(aristocracy/oligarchy), and many (polity/democracy in his usage), with the second term in each 

pair representing the corrupt form. 

92. C — Thomas Hobbes argued in Leviathan (1651) that life in the state of nature would be "solitary, 

poor, nasty, brutish, and short" without a sovereign authority. His solution was the social contract: 

rational individuals surrender natural liberty to a sovereign in exchange for security. 



93. B — The original Article VII of the Constitution required ratification by nine of the thirteen states. 

New Hampshire became the ninth ratifying state in June 1788, allowing the Constitution to take 

effect, though the remaining states ratified within a few years. 

94. D — The Three-Fifths Compromise was rendered moot by the Thirteenth Amendment (1865), 

which abolished slavery, and the Fourteenth Amendment (1868), which established equal 

citizenship and counted all persons fully for representation purposes. 

95. A — The Bill of Rights was ratified in 1791, two years after the new federal government began 

operations under the Constitution. The amendments addressed Anti-Federalist concerns about 

individual liberties and remain the most cited part of the Constitution today. 

96. C — The First Amendment's religion clauses are the Establishment Clause ("Congress shall make 

no law respecting an establishment of religion") and the Free Exercise Clause ("or prohibiting the 

free exercise thereof"). Together they establish the principle of religious liberty under American 

constitutional law. 

97. B — The Second Amendment protects the right to keep and bear arms. Its meaning has been the 

subject of significant Supreme Court interpretation, most importantly in District of Columbia v. 

Heller (2008), which recognized an individual right to possess firearms for traditionally lawful 

purposes. 

98. A — The Eighth Amendment prohibits excessive bail, excessive fines, and cruel and unusual 

punishment. It applies to both pretrial and post-conviction stages of criminal procedure and shapes 

contemporary debates over capital punishment and prison conditions. 

99. D — United States v. Nixon (1974) established that the President is not above the law in the context 

of criminal evidence, requiring Nixon to surrender Watergate-related tape recordings. The decision 

led directly to Nixon's resignation seventeen days later. 

100. B — Obergefell v. Hodges (2015) held that the right to marry is a fundamental right that includes 

same-sex couples, requiring all states to recognize same-sex marriages. The decision was based 

on the Due Process and Equal Protection Clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment. 

101. C — A House congressional district has approximately 760,000 residents based on the 2020 

reapportionment. The Constitution requires congressional districts to be apportioned by 

population, with each district within a state containing roughly equal numbers of residents. 

102. A — A conference committee combines members of both the House and Senate to negotiate 

differences between the two chambers' versions of a bill. The compromise version produced by 

the conference committee must then be approved by both chambers in identical form before going 

to the President. 



103. D — The Office of Management and Budget is part of the Executive Office of the President. OMB 

prepares the President's annual budget proposal and oversees the management and performance of 

executive branch agencies. 

104. B — Independent regulatory commissions are characterized by members serving fixed staggered 

terms with limited presidential removal authority, insulating them from direct political control. 

The structure was deliberately designed to allow specialized regulatory expertise and continuity 

across administrations. 

105. C — Federal discretionary spending is set annually through the appropriations process, in contrast 

to mandatory spending like Social Security and Medicare that flows automatically from existing 

law. Discretionary spending now constitutes roughly one-third of the federal budget. 

106. A — The federal debt represents the accumulated total of past deficits, minus surpluses, owed by 

the federal government. It has grown substantially due to a combination of structural factors 

(demographic aging) and specific events (wars, tax cuts, financial crisis, COVID-19 pandemic). 

107. D — The Twenty-Fifth Amendment (1967) addresses presidential succession and disability. It 

clarifies the line of succession to the presidency and establishes procedures for handling 

presidential disability, including temporary transfer of authority to the Vice President. 

108. B — Citizens United v. FEC (2010) held that corporations and unions have free speech rights to 

make independent political expenditures. The decision led directly to the rise of Super PACs that 

can raise and spend unlimited amounts on independent political activity. 

109. A — The "wall of separation between church and state" is associated with Thomas Jefferson, who 

used the phrase in an 1802 letter to the Danbury Baptists. The phrase has become foundational to 

American interpretation of the First Amendment's Establishment Clause. 

110. C — Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) established the right to a court-appointed attorney for indigent 

criminal defendants. The decision applied the Sixth Amendment right to counsel to state criminal 

proceedings and transformed American criminal procedure. 

111. D — The Electoral College consists of 538 electors, equal to senators (100) plus representatives 

(435) plus three for the District of Columbia under the Twenty-Third Amendment. A candidate 

must receive a majority of these votes — 270 — to win the presidency. 

112. B — A recall election is a direct democracy mechanism by which voters can remove an elected 

official before the end of their term. Recall procedures vary by state and apply primarily to state 

and local officials; the federal Constitution provides no recall mechanism. 

113. C — A semi-presidential system features both a directly elected president and a prime minister 

accountable to the legislature. France, Russia, and Portugal are examples. The system combines 

features of presidential and parliamentary systems. 



114. A — The veto power exercised by permanent members of the UN Security Council allows them 

to block any substantive Security Council resolution they oppose. The five permanent members 

— the United States, Britain, France, Russia, and China — each hold this veto. 

115. D — The European Union's Schengen Area allows for passport-free travel across most 

participating European states. It includes most EU member states plus a few non-EU countries, 

and is considered one of the most visible achievements of European integration. 

116. B — NATO's Article 5 commits member states to mutual defense, treating an attack on one 

member as an attack on all. Article 5 has been formally invoked only once, by the United States 

after the September 11, 2001 attacks. 

117. C — The Paris Agreement of 2015 commits signatory countries to limit global warming to "well 

below" 2°C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit warming to 1.5°C. Each 

country sets its own nationally determined contributions toward these goals. 

118. A — The doctrine of incorporation refers to the Supreme Court's progressive application of most 

provisions of the Bill of Rights to state governments through the Fourteenth Amendment's Due 

Process Clause. Originally the Bill of Rights restricted only the federal government. 

119. D — The right to keep and bear arms is protected by the Second Amendment, not the First. The 

First Amendment protects freedom of religion (Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses), speech, 

press, assembly, and petition. 

120. B — The Fourth Amendment protects against unreasonable searches and seizures by government 

officials, generally requiring probable cause and a warrant. Cruel and unusual punishment is 

prohibited by the Eighth Amendment; self-incrimination by the Fifth. 

121. C — Bills for raising revenue must originate in the House of Representatives, per Article I, Section 

7. The Senate may amend revenue bills, but origination is reserved to the House. The provision 

reflects the framers' concern that taxation be initiated in the chamber more directly responsive to 

the people. 

122. A — The Senate's exclusive constitutional powers include trying impeachments and confirming 

presidential appointments. The House initiates impeachment by majority vote; the Senate then 

conducts the trial and convicts (or acquits) by two-thirds vote. 

SECTION V — ECONOMICS (Questions 123–140) 

123. D — A point inside the Production Possibilities Curve represents an inefficient use of resources 

that could produce more without trade-offs. Inefficiency may result from unemployment, 

underutilization of capital, or other failures to use available resources effectively. 

124. B — A command economy is one in which central planners decide what is produced, how it is 

produced, and for whom. The Soviet Union and Maoist China are historical examples. Most 

modern economies are mixed, combining market mechanisms with significant government roles. 



125. C — A complementary good for coffee would most likely be cream and sugar, which are typically 

consumed with coffee. Complementary goods are those whose consumption rises and falls together 

— the price of one affects demand for the other in the same direction. 

126. A — A leftward shift of the supply curve is most likely caused by an increase in the cost of inputs 

used in production. Higher input costs reduce the quantity producers are willing to supply at any 

given price. New producers, technology, and subsidies all shift supply rightward, not leftward. 

127. D — Price elasticity of demand is highest for luxury goods with many available substitutes. When 

the price of a luxury rises, consumers can easily switch to substitutes, producing large changes in 

quantity demanded. Necessities and habitual goods are typically inelastic. 

128. B — Marginal cost is the additional cost incurred to produce one more unit of output. Marginal 

analysis is central to firm decision-making: profit-maximizing firms produce up to the point where 

marginal cost equals marginal revenue. 

129. A — In monopolistic competition, firms produce differentiated products with some price-setting 

power based on branding, quality, location, or features. Restaurants, hair salons, and clothing 

retailers are typical examples. Many firms compete, but each has some market power through 

differentiation. 

130. C — An oligopoly is characterized by a small number of large firms whose actions significantly 

affect each other. Strategic interaction among firms is the defining feature. Auto manufacturing, 

commercial aviation, and soft drink production are typical oligopolistic markets. 

131. D — A natural monopoly arises from economies of scale so large that one firm can supply the 

market most efficiently. Public utilities historically water, electricity, and natural gas distribution 

share this characteristic and have typically been regulated rather than allowed to operate freely. 

132. B — A positive externality occurs when a transaction generates benefits that fall on parties not 

directly involved. Vaccinations, education, and basic scientific research all produce positive 

externalities. Markets typically underprovide goods with positive externalities, justifying public 

subsidies. 

133. A — The expenditure approach to GDP includes consumption, investment, government spending, 

and net exports (exports minus imports). The formula is GDP = C + I + G + (X − M). It is the 

standard approach to calculating national output. 

134. C — Cost-push inflation results from rising production costs — typically higher input prices for 

energy, raw materials, or labor. The 1970s oil shocks produced cost-push inflation; demand-pull 

inflation, in contrast, results from excess aggregate demand pulling prices up. 

135. B — Cyclical unemployment results from downturns in the business cycle that reduce aggregate 

demand and thus firm hiring. It contrasts with frictional (job transitions), structural (skills 

mismatches), and seasonal unemployment. 



136. D — M1 includes currency in circulation and demand deposits — the most liquid forms of money 

used for daily transactions. M2 adds less liquid forms like savings deposits and money market 

accounts. Stocks, real estate, and precious metals are not part of standard money supply measures. 

137. A — Fractional reserve banking is the practice by which banks hold only a portion of deposits as 

reserves and lend the remainder. The system creates money through the multiplier effect and is 

foundational to modern banking, though it requires deposit insurance and central bank backing to 

maintain stability. 

138. C — Open market operations involve the Federal Reserve buying and selling government 

securities to influence the money supply. Buying securities injects money into the economy; selling 

securities removes money. It is the Fed's most frequently used monetary policy tool. 

139. B — Comparative advantage exists when a country can produce a good at lower opportunity cost 

than another country can. Even a country with absolute advantage in every good can still benefit 

from specializing according to comparative advantage. The principle was articulated by David 

Ricardo in 1817. 

140. D — A trade deficit occurs when a country's imports exceed its exports during a given period. 

Trade deficits are offset by capital inflows in the balance of payments. Persistent trade deficits can 

produce political tensions but are not inherently signs of economic weakness. 


