
PRACTICE EXAM 6: RED SEAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR SIMULATION (130 

QUESTIONS) 

1. A painter is using mineral spirits to clean brushes at the end of the workday. The used solvent is 

cloudy and discoloured with dissolved paint. How should the painter dispose of this waste solvent? 

 

A. Pour the used solvent down the shop floor drain since it will be diluted by the water system 

B. Collect the used solvent in a labelled, sealed container for proper disposal through a licensed 

hazardous waste service 

C. Allow the solvent to evaporate in an open pan outdoors since the paint solids will remain as residue 

D. Mix the used solvent with fresh solvent at a 1:1 ratio to dilute the contamination for reuse 

 

 

 

2. A painter is working in an older commercial building and notices a pipe wrapped with a grey, fibrous 

insulation material that is deteriorating and releasing fibres into the air near the painting area. What 

should the painter suspect, and what action is required? 

 

A. The insulation is fibreglass and poses no health hazard — the painter can continue working normally 

B. The insulation is cellulose and requires only a dust mask for protection during work in the area 

C. The insulation is mineral wool and can be safely removed by the painter with standard work gloves 

D. The insulation may contain asbestos — the painter must stop work, leave the area, and report the 

suspected asbestos to the supervisor immediately 

 



3. A painter is applying coating to the exterior of a building from a boom lift. During operation, the 

boom lift's tilt alarm activates. What is the correct response? 

 

A. Stop all boom movement immediately, lower the platform if possible, and do not continue until the 

cause of the tilt alarm is identified and corrected 

B. Override the tilt alarm using the emergency bypass switch and continue working at reduced speed 

C. Ignore the alarm if the ground appears level from the elevated platform vantage point above 

D. Extend the outriggers further while remaining in the elevated platform position to stabilize the unit 

 

 

 

4. A painter is using an extension cord to power an airless spray pump on a construction site. The 

extension cord runs across a doorway where other trades are walking through. What hazard does this 

create, and how should it be addressed? 

 

A. The cord is a tripping hazard only and can be eliminated by taping the cord to the floor with duct tape 

B. The cord creates no hazard as long as the painter warns each person who approaches the doorway 

C. The cord is a tripping hazard and an electrical hazard — it should be routed overhead, through a cord 

protector, or rerouted to avoid the traffic path entirely 

D. The cord should be coiled into a pile next to the doorway so pedestrians can step over the coiled 

bundle 

 

 

 

5. A painter is assigned to repaint the interior of a daycare centre. The work will be performed on 

weekends when the facility is closed. Children will return on Monday morning. What coating 

characteristic is most critical for this project? 



A. Maximum film hardness to resist damage from children's activities during the school week ahead 

B. Low VOC content and rapid offgassing to ensure indoor air quality is safe for children by Monday 

morning 

C. Maximum colour selection range to allow the daycare staff to choose from the widest possible palette 

D. Fastest possible drying time to allow the painter to complete all work in a single weekend shift 

 

 

 

6. A painter is working on the third floor of a building being renovated. The floor below has an open 

stairwell with no barricade, and the painter can see down to the ground floor. The painter's tools are 

stored near the open stairwell edge. What is the primary hazard? 

 

A. The open stairwell allows cold air to circulate from the ground floor, affecting coating drying time 

B. Noise from the ground floor travels up the stairwell and creates a hearing hazard for the painter 

C. Dust from the ground floor rises through the stairwell and contaminates the wet coating surfaces 

D. Tools, materials, or the painter could fall through the unbarricaded opening — the stairwell must be 

barricaded with guardrails before any work continues nearby 

 

 

 

7. A specification references the abbreviation "HM" on the door schedule of the architectural drawings. 

In construction terminology, what does "HM" stand for? 

 

A. Hollow Metal — referring to steel door frames and steel doors fabricated from sheet steel 

B. Hardwood Maple — referring to solid hardwood doors made from maple lumber species 

C. High Moisture — referring to special coating requirements for doors in wet environments 



D. HandMade — referring to customfabricated doors that are not standard production sizes 

 

 

 

8. A painter is using a spirit level to verify that a wall is plumb before starting a wall covering 

installation. The bubble in the level indicates that the wall leans 10 millimetres over the 2.7metre height. 

What does this mean for the installation? 

 

A. The wall is perfectly plumb and the wall covering can be aligned to the wall corner directly 

B. The wall lean is too severe and the drywall must be rebuilt before wall covering can be installed 

C. The wall is not plumb — the painter must strike an independent plumb line and align the first strip to 

it, not to the leaning wall 

D. The wall lean will selfcorrect as the wall covering adhesive dries and pulls the surface into alignment 

 

 

 

9. A painting contractor submits a bid for a commercial project that includes 500 square metres of wall 

painting and 200 square metres of ceiling painting. The specification requires two coats on all surfaces. 

The selected coating has a practical coverage rate of 8 m²/L. How many litres of topcoat are needed for 

the twocoat application? 

 

A. 87.5 litres for the walls only, with the ceiling calculated separately using a different rate 

B. 175 litres total — calculated as (500 + 200) × 2 coats ÷ 8 m²/L per coat 

C. 350 litres total — calculated using the theoretical coverage rate doubled for safety margin 

D. 700 litres total — calculated by multiplying the total area by 4 to account for waste and overspray 

 



10. A painter mixes a custom paint colour by combining a standard beige base with blue and black 

tinting colourants. The resulting colour is too dark. What is the most effective way to lighten the colour? 

 

A. Add a small amount of the blue colourant's complement (orange) to neutralize the excess pigment 

B. Let the paint sit uncovered for several hours so the heavy dark pigments settle to the bottom 

C. Strain the paint through a fine mesh to physically remove the excess pigment particles from the mix 

D. Add white base paint in small increments while stirring and testing until the desired lighter value is 

reached 

 

 

 

11. When a painter encounters a WHMIS 2015 pictogram showing a skull and crossbones inside a red 

diamond border, what hazard does this symbol represent? 

 

A. Acute toxicity — the product can cause death or serious harm through a single or shortterm exposure 

via ingestion, skin contact, or inhalation 

B. Flammability — the product can ignite readily when exposed to heat, sparks, or open flame sources 

C. Environmental hazard — the product is toxic to aquatic organisms and must not enter waterways 

D. Corrosion — the product will cause severe chemical burns to skin and serious damage to eyes 

 

 

 

12. A painter is working on a large commercial painting project and is required to attend a weekly 

toolbox talk (safety meeting). What is the purpose of these meetings? 

 

A. To negotiate changes to the painter's hourly wage rate based on weekly performance evaluation 



B. To assign specific rooms and surfaces to each painter for the following week's production schedule 

C. To review safety topics, discuss hazards specific to current work activities, and reinforce safe 

practices on the project 

D. To file formal complaints about working conditions directly with the provincial labour ministry 

 

 

 

13. A painter needs to apply a coating in a poorly lit interior room. Before starting, the painter sets up a 

portable work light. When positioning the light to inspect the wall surface for defects before painting, at 

what angle should the light be directed for maximum defect detection? 

 

A. Directly overhead, pointing straight down at the wall from above for maximum brightness coverage 

B. At a shallow angle (raking light) across the wall surface to cast shadows that reveal bumps, ridges, 

and imperfections 

C. Behind the painter so the painter's shadow falls on the wall, creating uniform indirect lighting 

D. Directly at the painter's face so the reflected light illuminates the wall uniformly from the front 

 

 

 

14. A specification for a government office building requires the painting contractor to provide a 5year 

warranty on the completed work. Under this warranty, the contractor is responsible for coating failures 

caused by workmanship defects. Which of the following would NOT be covered under a workmanship 

warranty? 

 

A. Peeling caused by inadequate surface preparation performed by the painting contractor's crew 

B. Cracking caused by the painter applying the coating at double the recommended film thickness 

C. Lap marks caused by the painter failing to maintain a wet edge during roller application on walls 



D. Peeling caused by structural movement in the building that cracked the substrate and broke the 

coating bond 

 

 

 

15. A painter estimates that a project will require 80 litres of latex primer. The primer is available in 

3.78litre (1gallon) cans and 18.9litre (5gallon) pails. What is the most efficient purchase to minimize 

waste while ensuring adequate material? 

 

A. Four 18.9litre pails (75.6 L) plus two 3.78litre cans (7.56 L), totalling 83.16 litres — the closest 

combination above the required 80 litres 

B. Five 18.9litre pails (94.5 L) to ensure ample material with no risk of running short midproject 

C. Twentytwo 3.78litre cans (83.16 L) for maximum flexibility and easier handling by the painter 

D. Three 18.9litre pails (56.7 L) plus seven 3.78litre cans (26.46 L) for a total of 83.16 litres 

 

 

 

16. A painter discovers that a compressed gas cylinder in the paint storage room has fallen over and is 

lying on its side. The cylinder cap is missing and the valve is exposed. What immediate action should 

the painter take? 

 

A. Roll the cylinder to an upright position and secure it to a wall bracket or cylinder rack immediately 

B. Leave the cylinder where it fell and evacuate the building as a precaution against a potential leak 

C. Do not attempt to move the cylinder — secure the area, prevent access, and notify the supervisor so 

trained personnel can assess and handle the situation safely 

D. Drag the cylinder outside the building by its valve stem and leave it in an open area away from traffic 

 



17. When a painter is cutting in at a wallceiling junction, the brush occasionally touches the ceiling 

surface, leaving marks on the finished ceiling. What technique adjustment will minimize contact with 

the ceiling? 

 

A. Use a wider brush to increase the distance between the painter's hand and the critical ceiling line 

B. Use an angular sash brush and control the paint line by positioning only the long bristle edge at the 

junction while the brush body remains on the wall surface below the line 

C. Apply masking tape to the ceiling before cutting in to eliminate the risk of brush contact entirely 

D. Thin the paint to a watery consistency so any accidental ceiling contact leaves an invisible mark 

 

 

 

18. A painter is assigned to apply a protective coating to the interior of a steel pipe that is 500 

millimetres in diameter and 15 metres long. Before entering the pipe, what classification does this 

workspace require? 

 

A. The pipe is an openair work zone because both ends are open and provide natural ventilation 

B. The pipe is a standard workspace that requires only a hard hat and safety glasses for protection 

C. The pipe is an elevated work zone that requires only fall protection equipment before access 

D. The pipe is a confined space requiring a permit, atmospheric monitoring, ventilation, an attendant at 

the entry, and a rescue plan 

 

 

 

19. A painting contractor maintains a fleet of spray equipment including several airless pumps. The 

maintenance schedule requires the pump packings to be inspected and replaced periodically. What 

symptom indicates that the pump packings are worn and need replacement? 



A. The pump loses prime and the spray output becomes inconsistent, with the gun sputtering and 

dropping pressure during operation 

B. The spray fan pattern becomes too wide for the installed tip size during normal operation 

C. The pump motor runs at a higher speed than normal but the output pressure remains correct 

D. The coating in the spray pot changes colour during pumping due to internal packing material 

degradation 

 

 

 

20. A painter is estimating the cost of a painting project and needs to calculate the area of a wall that 

includes a large semicircular arched window above a rectangular window. The rectangular portion is 2.0 

metres wide and 1.5 metres high. The semicircle above has a diameter of 2.0 metres (radius of 1.0 

metres). What is the total area of the window opening to be deducted from the wall area? 

 

A. 3.0 square metres — calculated from the rectangular portion only without the semicircular arch 

B. 4.5 square metres — calculated by adding the rectangular area to the full circular area of the arch 

C. Approximately 4.57 square metres — calculated as the rectangular area (3.0 m²) plus the semicircular 

area (½ × π × 1.0² = 1.57 m²) 

D. 6.28 square metres — calculated as the rectangular area plus the full circumference of the arch 

 

 

 

 

21. A painter is preparing the interior of a new custom home where the drywall finisher has completed 

the taping and finishing. The specification calls for the walls to be painted with a semigloss latex and the 

ceilings with a flat latex. Before priming, the painter inspects the walls under raking light and discovers 

numerous visible joint ridges and sanding swirls. What should the painter report to the general 

contractor? 



A. The walls are ready for priming and the semigloss topcoat will conceal the joint imperfections 

B. The drywall finishing does not meet the standard required for semigloss coating under critical 

lighting — correction by the drywall finisher is needed before painting proceeds 

C. The painter can correct the drywall finishing defects by applying extra primer to build the film 

thickness 

D. The walls should be changed to a flat finish specification to eliminate the need for better finishing 

 

 

 

22. A painter encounters an exterior concrete block retaining wall that has never been painted. The wall 

has been in place for six months. Before applying the first coat of block filler, what must the painter 

verify about the concrete? 

 

A. That the wall colour matches the architect's specifications before any coating is applied to it 

B. That the wall has been structurally inspected and certified by an engineer before coating application 

C. That the concrete has been sealed with a waterproofing membrane on the soil side before painting 

D. That the concrete has cured for at least 28 days (which it has at 6 months) and that there are no active 

moisture issues, efflorescence, or surface defects requiring treatment 

 

 

 

23. A painter is stripping old paint from interior wood baseboards using a caustic (sodium hydroxide) 

stripper. After the paint has been softened and scraped off, the painter rinses the baseboard with water. 

What additional step is required before priming? 

 

A. The surface must be neutralized with a dilute acid solution (such as vinegar or citric acid) to stop the 

alkaline reaction and prevent the residual caustic from interfering with primer adhesion 



B. The baseboard must be sanded with 40grit sandpaper to remove the top layer of wood affected by 

caustic 

C. A coat of shellac primer must be applied immediately while the wood is still damp from the rinse 

D. The baseboard must be heated with a heat gun to drive out the moisture absorbed during the rinse 

 

 

 

24. A painter is preparing a smooth, painted interior wall for a decorative Venetian plaster application. 

The existing paint is a semigloss latex in good condition. What preparation is essential before the plaster 

can be applied? 

 

A. The existing paint must be completely stripped to bare drywall before Venetian plaster application 

B. Two coats of PVA primer must be applied over the existing paint to create a porous base for plaster 

C. The semigloss surface must be sanded to remove the sheen and create mechanical tooth, then primed 

with a bonding primer or the plaster manufacturer's recommended primer 

D. The semigloss paint is an ideal base for Venetian plaster and no additional preparation is needed 

 

 

 

25. A painter is preparing exterior wood window frames for repainting. The existing paint is peeling 

badly around the glazing putty, and the putty itself is cracked and falling out of the rabbets. What must 

the painter address before painting? 

 

A. Apply new paint directly over the deteriorated putty since the paint will seal and consolidate it 

B. Remove all failed glazing putty, reglaze the windows with fresh putty or glazing compound, allow it 

to cure per the manufacturer's recommendation, then prime and paint 

C. Apply caulk over the cracked putty to seal the gaps before painting the frames with the topcoat 



D. Paint the frames first and return in six months to address the putty after the paint has fully cured 

 

 

 

26. A painter encounters a steel beam in a commercial building that has been fireproofed with a sprayed 

cementitious fireproofing material. The specification calls for the beam flanges that extend below the 

fireproofing to be painted. The painter notices that overspray from the fireproofing has landed on the 

steel surfaces to be painted. What must be done? 

 

A. Paint directly over the fireproofing overspray since it provides additional surface texture for adhesion 

B. Apply a bonding primer over the fireproofing residue to encapsulate it before the topcoat application 

C. Leave the fireproofing overspray in place and adjust the spray pattern to coat around the deposits 

D. Remove all fireproofing overspray from the steel surfaces to be painted — the overspray prevents 

coating adhesion and must be scraped, brushed, or washed off before preparation and priming 

 

 

 

27. When using a random orbital sander on a previously painted surface, the painter notices that the 

sandpaper is clogging quickly with softened paint. The paint was applied only three days ago. What is 

the cause of the clogging? 

 

A. The sander is operating at too high a speed, generating excessive heat that melts the paint during 

sanding 

B. The sandpaper grit is too fine for the hardness of the coating being sanded, causing the paper to load 

C. The coating has not fully cured — it is still soft enough to gum up the sandpaper rather than sanding 

to a powder 

D. The random orbital motion is wrong for this surface — a belt sander should be used on recently 

painted work 



28. A painter is preparing a galvanized steel exhaust duct for painting in a commercial kitchen. After 

solvent cleaning, the painter applies a coat of standard alkyd metal primer directly to the galvanized 

surface. After one week, the primer is peeling in sheets from the duct. What went wrong? 

 

A. Standard alkyd metal primer does not adhere to the smooth zinc surface of galvanized steel — a 

specialized galvanized metal primer, wash primer, or etch treatment was required 

B. The solvent cleaning dissolved the zinc coating, exposing bare steel that rejected the alkyd primer 

C. The alkyd primer was applied too thickly, exceeding the maximum DFT for galvanized metal 

surfaces 

D. The kitchen exhaust heat degraded the alkyd primer within the first week of exposure to cooking 

vapours 

 

 

 

29. A painter is preparing a concrete floor for an epoxy coating system. After diamond grinding the floor 

to CSP3, the painter performs a water drop test. The water beads up in several areas rather than 

absorbing into the concrete. What does this indicate? 

 

A. The diamond grinding was too aggressive and has polished the concrete surface to a glasslike finish 

B. The concrete floor has a naturally high density that prevents water absorption in those specific areas 

C. The grinding equipment left metallic particles on the surface that are repelling the water droplets 

D. Contamination — likely oil, grease, or a curing compound — remains on the surface and must be 

removed before the epoxy will adhere 

 

 

 



30. A painter encounters a plaster wall that has a large area of damage where the plaster is missing 

entirely, exposing the wood lath beneath. The damaged area is approximately 600 mm by 400 mm. 

What is the most appropriate repair method? 

 

A. Fill the area with joint compound applied in multiple thin coats over the exposed wood lath strips 

B. Apply a base coat of bonding plaster or patching plaster to the lath, then skim with finish coat 

compound, dry, sand, and prime 

C. Attach a piece of drywall over the damaged area with screws and tape the edges into the surrounding 

plaster 

D. Leave the damaged area exposed and paint directly over the lath with a heavybodied texture coating 

 

 

 

31. When preparing a previously painted metal surface for recoating, the painter performs an adhesion 

test and discovers that the existing coating has poor adhesion in a 2metre section near a window where 

condensation frequently occurs. The rest of the surface has good adhesion. What is the most appropriate 

preparation approach? 

 

A. Remove the existing coating entirely from all surfaces — if one area has failed, the entire system is 

suspect 

B. Remove the coating in the affected area only, prepare the exposed metal, and spotprime before 

topcoating 

C. Remove the poorly adhered coating from the window area, identify and correct the condensation 

source, prepare the exposed metal, spotprime, and topcoat the entire surface 

D. Apply a bonding primer over the poorly adhered coating in the window area to reestablish adhesion 

 

 

 



32. A painter is sanding a wood floor with a drum sander. After the first pass with 36grit paper, the floor 

has visible drum marks — parallel ridges running perpendicular to the sanding direction. What caused 

these marks? 

 

A. The drum sander was lowered onto the floor while stationary, or the painter paused or reversed 

direction during a pass, allowing the rotating drum to dig into the wood at those points 

B. The 36grit paper was too fine for the initial sanding pass and needs to be replaced with 24grit 

C. The drum sander motor was running at reduced speed, causing the drum to bounce during operation 

D. The wood floor species is too hard for drum sanding and requires a different sanding method entirely 

 

 

 

33. A painter encounters a concrete ceiling with form tie holes, honeycombing (areas where the concrete 

did not consolidate properly, leaving visible aggregate and voids), and some surface spalling. The 

specification requires a smooth painted finish. What is the correct preparation sequence? 

 

A. Apply multiple thick coats of latex paint directly to the concrete to fill the defects progressively 

B. Pressure wash to remove loose material, then apply a skim coat of drywall compound over the 

concrete 

C. Apply block filler over the entire ceiling without repairing any of the individual surface defects first 

D. Remove loose material, fill form tie holes and honeycombed areas with nonshrink cementitious 

patching compound, repair spalled areas, allow patches to cure, then prime and topcoat 

 

 

 

34. A painter is applying a penetrating concrete sealer to a new garage floor. The sealer's TDS states that 

the concrete must have a maximum moisture vapour emission rate (MVER) of 3.0 pounds per 1,000 



square feet per 24 hours. The calcium chloride test shows an MVER of 4.5 pounds. What action is 

required? 

 

A. Apply the sealer at a reduced coverage rate to compensate for the elevated moisture content level 

B. Delay the sealer application until the concrete has dried sufficiently to bring the MVER below 3.0 

pounds 

C. Apply the sealer immediately since the 1.5pound exceedance is within the normal tolerance range 

D. Switch to a different sealer product that has a higher MVER tolerance for the elevated moisture level 

 

 

 

35. A painter is removing wallpaper from a bedroom wall. After stripping the wallpaper and washing off 

the adhesive residue, the painter notices that the drywall surface has a rough, uneven texture where 

adhesive was applied unevenly during the original installation. What preparation step will create a 

smooth surface for painting? 

 

A. Apply the primer directly over the uneven surface and rely on two coats of topcoat to level it out 

B. Sand the uneven areas aggressively with 60grit sandpaper to grind down the high spots to level 

C. Apply a skim coat of joint compound over the affected areas, allow to dry, sand smooth, and prime 

D. Apply a heavybodied texture coating over the entire wall to disguise the uneven adhesive residue 

 

 

 

36. A painter is preparing the exterior of a brick building for repainting. During the surface assessment, 

the painter notices several areas where the mortar joints between the bricks are cracked, crumbling, and 

missing. What must be addressed before painting? 

 



A. The deteriorated mortar joints must be repaired by a mason (repointed with fresh mortar) before the 

painter can proceed with surface preparation and coating application 

B. The painter should fill the deteriorated mortar joints with caulk before painting the brick surface 

C. The crumbling mortar can be sealed with a penetrating concrete sealer before the paint is applied 

D. The mortar joint condition does not affect the painting scope and the painter can proceed as planned 

 

 

 

37. A painter encounters a wood surface that was previously finished with a tung oil finish. The new 

specification calls for a polyurethane varnish over the existing surface. What preparation is required? 

 

A. Clean the surface with TSP solution and apply the polyurethane directly over the tung oil finish 

B. Apply a coat of shellac over the tung oil as a barrier coat, then apply the polyurethane over shellac 

C. Allow the tung oil to cure for an additional 30 days, then apply polyurethane directly without sanding 

D. Thoroughly clean the surface, lightly sand to create tooth and remove any oil sheen, and test adhesion 

on an inconspicuous area before proceeding with the polyurethane system 

 

 

 

38. A painter discovers that a newly installed hollow metal door frame has a factoryapplied powder 

coating finish rather than a conventional liquid primer. The specification calls for a latex topcoat. Can 

the latex topcoat be applied over the powder coating? 

 

A. No — powder coatings cannot receive any fieldapplied topcoat and must be stripped to bare metal 

B. Yes — after cleaning and light sanding or scuffing to degloss the powder coating and create 

mechanical tooth for the latex topcoat 



C. No — the powder coating must be removed by chemical stripping before a conventional primer is 

applied 

D. Yes — but only if a twocomponent epoxy primer is applied between the powder coating and the latex 

 

 

 

39. A painter is preparing a cedar log home exterior for a fresh coat of semitransparent stain. Some logs 

show heavy grey weathering while others under the eaves are still relatively fresh in appearance. After 

pressure washing and allowing the surface to dry, what additional treatment will help equalize the 

appearance between weathered and sheltered logs? 

 

A. Applying a heavy coat of opaque primer to the weathered logs to match them to the sheltered logs 

B. Sanding all logs with a belt sander to remove the top layer of wood and expose uniform fresh wood 

C. Applying a wood brightener or oxalic acid wash to the weathered logs to restore their original colour 

before staining 

D. Leaving the weathered logs untreated and applying extra stain to compensate for the colour 

difference 

 

 

 

40. A painter is preparing a stainless steel kitchen work surface for a decorative painted finish. After 

degreasing with a commercial cleaner, what specific preparation is required for adhesion? 

 

A. Light scuffing with a nonmetallic abrasive pad followed by application of a bonding primer 

formulated for nonporous metal surfaces 

B. Acid etching with muriatic acid at full strength to dissolve the chromium oxide layer on the stainless 

steel 

C. Abrasive blasting with steel grit at 100 PSI to create a deep anchor pattern on the stainless surface 



D. Application of two coats of standard PVA drywall primer to seal the stainless steel before topcoating 

 

 

 

41. A painter discovers that the existing coating on a metal fire door is a factorybaked enamel with a 

very hard, glossy finish. The specification requires repainting with an alkyd enamel. What is the critical 

preparation step? 

 

A. Apply the alkyd enamel directly over the baked enamel since both are oilbased products and 

compatible 

B. Apply a chemical stripper to remove the baked enamel completely before applying a new primer coat 

C. Apply a coat of lacquer over the baked enamel as a tie coat before the alkyd enamel topcoat 

D. Thoroughly clean and sand or scuff the baked enamel to degloss and create mechanical tooth for the 

new coating 

 

 

 

42. A painter is preparing interior drywall that will receive a wall covering installation. The drywall has 

been finished to Level 4 and the painter is applying the wall covering primer. During application, the 

painter notices that the primer is being absorbed rapidly into some areas (over the drywall paper) while 

sitting on the surface in other areas (over the joint compound). Is this differential absorption a concern? 

 

A. No — the wall covering adhesive will equalize the absorption differences after the covering is hung 

B. Yes — the differential absorption indicates that the primer coverage is insufficient and additional 

coats may be needed to seal the surface uniformly for consistent adhesive performance 

C. No — wall covering primer is designed to absorb at different rates on different substrates naturally 

D. Yes — but only if the wall covering material is a natural fabric or grass cloth type requiring uniform 

sizing 



43. A painter encounters a metal handrail that was previously coated with a galvanized coating repair 

paint (cold galvanizing compound). The specification requires overcoating with an alkyd enamel. What 

preparation concern exists? 

 

A. The alkyd enamel will dissolve the cold galvanizing compound on contact during brush application 

B. Cold galvanizing compound is already an alkyd product and the enamel can be applied directly 

C. Cold galvanizing compound contains metallic zinc that may cause adhesion problems with the alkyd 

enamel — the surface must be tested for compatibility and may require an intermediate primer 

D. The cold galvanizing compound must be completely removed by blast cleaning before any 

overcoating 

 

 

 

44. A painter encounters a situation where the existing paint on a residential exterior wall has been 

chalking for years, and the chalky runoff has stained the concrete foundation wall below it. Before 

painting the foundation, what must be done about the chalk staining? 

 

A. The chalk deposits on the foundation must be removed by scrubbing and washing before any coating 

is applied — chalk prevents adhesion 

B. The chalk staining on the foundation is cosmetic only and does not affect the adhesion of new coating 

C. A coat of concrete sealer applied over the chalk deposits will encapsulate them beneath the new 

coating 

D. The chalk staining will be permanently sealed by applying two coats of latex paint at maximum 

thickness 

 

 

 



45. A painter is performing surface preparation on the exterior of a steel storage tank. The specification 

requires SSPCSP 10. The painter blastcleans one side of the tank in the morning. Due to high humidity, 

the painter notices light flash rust forming on the morning's work by midafternoon while still blasting 

the opposite side. Can the primer be applied over the flashrusted surface? 

 

A. Yes — light flash rust is cosmetic only and does not affect primer adhesion on blastcleaned steel 

B. Yes — but only if the primer is applied within 24 hours of the original blasting completion time 

C. No — the flash rust must be washed off with solvent before primer application can begin on that side 

D. No — the flashrusted surface no longer meets SP 10 and must be reblasted to restore the specified 

cleanliness before priming 

 

 

 

46. A painter is preparing a concrete floor in a food processing facility for an antimicrobial epoxy floor 

coating. The floor has expansion joints (control joints) cut into the concrete at regular intervals. What 

must be done with these joints before the floor coating is applied? 

 

A. Fill the joints with rigid Portland cement mortar and grind them flush with the floor surface 

B. Mask the joints with tape during coating application and leave them functional as expansion joints, or 

fill with a flexible joint sealant compatible with the epoxy coating system 

C. Fill the joints with the same epoxy coating being applied to the floor to create a seamless monolithic 

surface 

D. Ignore the joints during coating application and allow the epoxy to flow into and fill them naturally 

 

 

 

47. A painter is preparing a metal light pole for repainting. The pole has a circular crosssection and the 

existing coating is in fair condition with isolated areas of rust and flaking. The specification allows 



SSPCSP 3 in the rusted areas and scuff sanding of the intact coating. What tool is most efficient for 

preparing the curved surface of the round pole? 

 

A. A flatblock sanding block pressed against the curved surface and worked in straight strokes vertically 

B. A belt sander wrapped around the pole circumference and operated with both hands during sanding 

C. A flexible abrasive pad or wraparound sanding tool that conforms to the curved surface of the pole 

D. A flat metal scraper held tangent to the curve and drawn around the circumference of the pole shaft 

 

 

 

48. A painter is preparing a concrete masonry unit (CMU) wall for painting in a school gymnasium. The 

painter applies block filler by airless spray and backrolls with a thicknap roller. After the block filler 

dries, the painter inspects the surface and finds that many of the deeper block pores are still visible and 

unfilled. What is the correct action? 

 

A. Apply a second coat of block filler to fill the remaining pores, then proceed with the topcoat system 

after the second coat dries 

B. Proceed with the topcoat system — the remaining pores will be filled by the topcoat during 

application 

C. Remove the first coat of block filler by blasting and start over with a thicker block filler product 

D. Fill individual remaining pores with caulk before applying the topcoat over the block filler surface 

 

 

 

49. A painter is preparing a steel beam for painting. The existing coating is in very poor condition — 

heavy rust, flaking paint, and areas of pitting. The specification calls for SSPCSP 6 (Commercial Blast 

Cleaning). Before blasting begins, the inspector reminds the painter that a specific preparation step must 

be completed first. What step is the inspector referring to? 



A. The fire alarm system must be disabled before blasting begins to prevent false alarms from dust 

B. The existing coating must be tested for hazardous materials (lead, chromium) before disturbance 

C. A wet film thickness gauge must be calibrated and ready before any coating is removed by blasting 

D. SSPCSP 1 (Solvent Cleaning) must be performed to remove oil, grease, and soluble contaminants 

before blasting 

 

 

 

50. A painter discovers that the plywood substrate on a set of kitchen cabinet boxes is a "shopgrade" 

birch plywood with multiple face veneer patches, colour variations, and visible defects. The 

specification calls for a stained and clearcoated finish. The painter is concerned that the stain will 

emphasize these defects dramatically. What should the painter communicate to the client? 

 

A. The plywood is suitable for staining and the defects will blend in naturally with the stained finish 

B. The face veneer defects will be highly visible under a transparent stain finish — the client should 

consider upgrading to "Agrade" veneer plywood or switching to an opaque painted finish 

C. A gel stain will hide all face veneer defects and no material change or specification revision is needed 

D. The painter can fill all defects with wood filler that will accept stain identically to the birch veneer 

 

 

 

51. A painter is spraying a large commercial office ceiling with flat latex using an airless system. The 

completed ceiling shows faint but visible lines where each spray pass overlapped the previous pass. 

These lines appear as slight colour differences — lighter between passes and slightly darker where 

passes overlap. What caused this defect? 

 

A. The spray tip is worn and producing an inconsistent fan pattern with heavy edges and a light centre 



B. The pump pressure is too high, causing excessive atomization that dries before reaching the surface 

C. The overlap between spray passes was insufficient — less than the recommended 50%, leaving thin 

strips between passes 

D. The ceiling drywall has differential porosity that causes the coating to absorb unevenly between 

joints 

 

 

 

52. A painter is applying alkyd enamel to a residential front door. The door is hung in the frame and 

opens outward. The painter paints the hinge edge, then the latch edge, then the panels, rails, and stiles. 

After completing one face, the painter notices that the coating on the hinge edge (painted first) has 

already begun to tack. When the painter touches up a drip on the hinge edge, the brush leaves drag 

marks. What should the painter do differently? 

 

A. Plan the painting sequence so that the face of the door is painted first, followed by the edges — 

allowing the most visible surface to be completed while the coating is still fresh and workable 

B. Thin the alkyd enamel with 25% mineral spirits to extend the open time to at least two hours 

C. Remove the door from its hinges and lay it flat on sawhorses to eliminate edge dripping entirely 

D. Apply the alkyd enamel only to one side and wait 48 hours before painting the opposite side 

 

 

 

53. A painter is applying two coats of exterior latex to wood siding on a day when the temperature is 

12°C and dropping. The forecast shows overnight temperatures falling to 3°C. The painter finishes the 

second coat at 4:30 PM. What is the primary concern? 

 

A. The latex coating may not coalesce properly if the temperature drops below the MFFT before the film 

has dried sufficiently — potentially producing a weak, chalky film that fails 



B. The falling temperature will cause the coating to dry too slowly, requiring additional coats to 

compensate 

C. The lower temperature will change the colour of the coating permanently from the approved sample 

D. The falling temperature will cause the coating to crack immediately due to thermal contraction of the 

wood 

 

 

 

54. A specification for a hospital operating room suite requires the walls to be coated with a product that 

has specific antimicrobial and chemical resistance properties. The specification names a particular 

manufacturer and product number. The painting contractor proposes using a different manufacturer's 

product that claims equivalent performance. What must happen before the substitution is allowed? 

 

A. The contractor can make the substitution independently since the products claim equivalent 

performance 

B. The contractor must submit a formal substitution request with the alternate product's data for architect 

approval 

C. The contractor must submit the alternate product's technical data, test results, and certification to the 

architect for review and written approval before the substitution can be made 

D. Product substitutions are never permitted on hospital projects regardless of the circumstances 

 

 

 

55. A painter is applying a latex topcoat to a recently plastered wall in a heritage renovation. The new 

lime plaster was applied four weeks ago. After the first coat of latex dries, small spots of the coating are 

showing a chalky, powdery appearance. What is the likely cause? 

 

A. The latex coating was applied over bare plaster that was not primed, causing the alkaline plaster to 

attack the binder 



B. The lime plaster may not have fully cured by carbonation — the stillalkaline surface is saponifying 

and degrading the latex binder in the affected areas 

C. The latex coating was contaminated with silicone that prevented proper film formation at those spots 

D. The painter applied the coating at an excessive coverage rate, creating a film too thick for proper 

curing 

 

 

 

56. A painter is applying a solidcolour stain to roughsawn cedar siding on a residential exterior. The 

specification calls for two coats by brush. After the first coat, the painter notices that the stain is 

penetrating deeply into the roughsawn texture and the colour is significantly lighter than expected. What 

adjustment should be made? 

 

A. Thin the stain with mineral spirits to increase penetration and darken the colour on the second coat 

B. Switch to an airless spray application method for the second coat to deposit more material faster 

C. Apply two or three additional coats by brush, allowing adequate drying between coats, to build colour 

D. Apply the second coat at a heavier rate, allowing the stain to sit longer before wiping (if applicable) 

to build colour density on the roughsawn texture 

 

 

 

57. A painter is spraying an interior commercial corridor with semigloss latex using an airless system 

with a 517 tip. The painter notices that the coating is running on the wall immediately after each pass. 

The guntosurface distance is approximately 300 millimetres and the gun speed is moderate. What is the 

most likely cause? 

 

A. The 517 tip orifice (0.017 inch) is too large for the semigloss product, delivering more material than 

the wall can hold without running — a smaller tip should be used 



B. The spray pressure is too low, causing the coating to arrive in large, heavy droplets rather than fine 

mist 

C. The corridor walls have excessive porosity that is absorbing the solvent and causing the coating to 

run 

D. The semigloss product is defective and has a viscosity that is too low for airless spray application 

 

 

 

58. A painter has completed applying two coats of premium eggshell latex to a conference room. The 

general contractor inspects the work and identifies three small areas where the primer is showing 

through the topcoat — the colour coverage is incomplete. What is the most professional way to address 

these spots? 

 

A. Touch up only the thin spots with a brush using the same topcoat product from the same batch 

B. Inform the general contractor that minor coverage variations are normal and acceptable for two coats 

C. Apply a full additional coat of topcoat to the entire wall to ensure uniform coverage and eliminate 

any touchup texture differences 

D. Sand the thin spots and apply primer before adding a third coat of topcoat to those areas only 

 

 

 

59. A painter is applying a decorative faux finish using a raggingoff technique. The painter applies the 

tinted glaze to the wall and then presses a crumpled rag into the wet glaze to create the pattern. The 

painter is working a 4metrewide wall. What is the critical timing element? 

 

A. The glaze must be allowed to dry for 30 minutes before the rag pattern is applied for best results 



B. The glaze must be manipulated before it begins to set — the painter must work in manageable 

sections (approximately 600 mm wide) to maintain a wet edge and avoid visible boundaries between 

sections 

C. The rag must be dipped in fresh glaze before each impression to maintain consistent colour intensity 

D. The painter must work the entire wall at once to ensure the pattern is perfectly uniform throughout 

 

 

 

60. A painter applies a single thick coat of latex to a ceiling where the specification requires two thinner 

coats. The single coat achieves the same total DFT as the two specified coats combined. Is this 

acceptable? 

 

A. Yes — as long as the total DFT matches the specification, the number of coats is irrelevant to quality 

B. Yes — a single thick coat actually provides superior performance because there are no intercoat 

interfaces 

C. No — but only because singlecoat application is prohibited by WHMIS regulations for ceiling work 

D. No — two properly applied thin coats provide better adhesion, more uniform coverage, and more 

consistent performance than a single thick coat, and the specification is not just about total DFT 

 

 

 

61. A painter needs to apply a coating to wood panelling in a home library. The panelling has a 

factoryapplied lacquer finish that is in good condition but has yellowed over time. The client wants to 

refresh the finish with a new coat of clear lacquer. What is unique about lacquer recoating compared to 

other finish types? 

 

A. Lacquer is resoluble — each new coat partially dissolves the previous coat, fusing the layers into one 

homogeneous film, so adhesion testing and recoat windows are not concerns as they would be with 

polyurethane 



B. Lacquer cannot be recoated once it has yellowed and must be completely stripped before refinishing 

C. Lacquer requires a minimum 72hour recoat interval between the existing coat and the new application 

D. Lacquer must be applied by brush only for recoating over existing lacquer — spray is prohibited 

 

 

 

62. A painter is applying a semigloss latex topcoat to a bathroom wall. After the second coat dries, the 

painter notices a distinct sheen difference where the wall transitions from the area above the tile 

wainscot to the section below the window. Both areas received the same product, same number of coats, 

and the same roller. The area below the window appears duller. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The bathroom lighting is creating an optical illusion that makes one section appear different from the 

other 

B. The semigloss product has separated in the can and the pigment distribution is nonuniform in the 

batch 

C. The area below the window may have an underlying condition (different substrate, uneven priming, 

or moisture) causing differential absorption that produces sheen variation 

D. The roller cover wore out partway through the application and deposited coating differently on the 

second section 

 

 

 

63. A specification for a commercial kitchen requires the ceiling coating to be "washable" and 

"mouldresistant." The ceiling is standard drywall. What combination of products should the painter use? 

 

A. A flat latex ceiling paint with no special additives applied at the standard recommended coverage rate 

B. A mouldresistant primer followed by a semigloss or satin latex topcoat with mouldresistant 

formulation 



C. An exteriorgrade latex applied to the interior ceiling for maximum durability against kitchen moisture 

D. An oilbased alkyd enamel primer and topcoat system for the highest possible moisture resistance 

 

 

 

64. A painter applies two coats of exterior flat latex to a stucco wall. Three months later, the homeowner 

reports that dark spots are appearing on the painted surface — scattered, irregular, dark marks that were 

not present when the painting was completed. The southfacing wall is most affected. What is the most 

likely cause? 

 

A. The latex coating was applied over a stain that is now bleeding through the two coats of topcoat 

B. The stucco substrate is releasing mineral salts through the coating, creating discoloured deposits 

C. The paint film is degrading from UV exposure and the dark spots are areas of accelerated breakdown 

D. Mould or mildew is growing on the exterior coating surface — particularly on walls that receive 

moisture from rain, dew, or irrigation combined with shade from landscaping 

 

 

 

65. A painter is applying an acrylic latex primer to a new concrete block wall. The primer goes on 

smoothly, but within minutes, the primer develops tiny pinholes scattered across the surface. What is 

causing the pinholes? 

 

A. Air trapped in the porous concrete block is being released through the wet primer film as the primer 

seals the surface — the escaping air creates pinholes as it pushes through 

B. The primer has exceeded its shelf life and the binder has degraded, producing gas during application 

C. The concrete block wall was contaminated with silicone from a previous caulking operation nearby 

D. The primer was shaken vigorously before application, introducing air bubbles that broke through 



66. A painter is applying a latex topcoat to an interior ceiling that has been primed. The roller leaves a 

uniform, consistent coating, but as the painter progresses across the ceiling, the first section begins to 

show a subtle but noticeable colour difference from the section being applied — the first section appears 

slightly lighter. What explains this? 

 

A. The coating is settling in the can during application, depositing more pigment in the later sections 

B. The first section has dried and appears lighter than the wet section — this is normal for latex coatings 

C. The primer coverage was uneven, causing differential colour development as the topcoat dries over 

varying primer thickness 

D. The roller is picking up coating from the dried first section and redistributing it, diluting the colour 

 

 

 

67. A painter is spraying a residential exterior with airless equipment. The homeowner's car is parked in 

the driveway approximately 8 metres from the work area. Despite the distance, the homeowner finds a 

fine layer of paint overspray on the car at the end of the day. Who is responsible for the damage? 

 

A. The homeowner, because the car was parked too close to the painting operation and should have been 

moved 

B. The painting contractor, who is responsible for protecting adjacent property from overspray — the 

car should have been covered or the homeowner should have been asked to move it before spraying 

began 

C. The paint manufacturer, because the product atomized into finer particles than normal conditions 

warrant 

D. No one — overspray at 8 metres is considered an unavoidable consequence of exterior spray 

application 

 

 

 



68. A painter is applying a waterbased stain to a hardwood floor. After staining one room and moving to 

the next, the painter discovers that the stain colour in the second room is noticeably different from the 

first room, even though the same product and technique were used. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The floor boards in the second room are a different species or grade of hardwood than the first room 

B. The room lighting is different between the two rooms, creating an optical colour difference only 

C. The stain was stirred before the first room but not restirred before the second room, allowing pigment 

to settle 

D. The floor in the second room was sanded with a different grit sequence, creating different absorption 

characteristics that produce a different stain colour 

 

 

 

69. A painter is applying a coating to the exterior of a commercial building in a region with high seismic 

activity. The specification requires the coating system to accommodate structural movement without 

cracking. What type of coating is most appropriate? 

 

A. An elastomeric coating with high elongation (300%+ stretch) that can accommodate substrate 

movement without rupturing 

B. A highgloss alkyd enamel with maximum hardness to resist the impact forces of seismic events 

C. A standard flat latex applied in four coats to build maximum film thickness for structural 

reinforcement 

D. A twocomponent epoxy applied at 10 mils DFT for maximum rigidity and structural crack bridging 

 

 

 



70. A specification for a retail store requires the painter to apply a clear protective topcoat over a 

decorative wall mural that was painted by a muralist. The mural was painted with artist's acrylic paints. 

What must the painter verify before applying the clear coat? 

 

A. That the muralist has signed a release form authorizing the application of the protective clear coat 

B. That the artist's acrylics have been sealed with a fixative spray before any clear coat is applied 

C. That the clear coat product is compatible with the artist's acrylic paints — solventbased clear coats 

may dissolve or damage waterbased acrylics 

D. That the mural is photographed for insurance purposes before the clear coat is applied over it 

 

 

 

71. A painter is spraying a set of exterior steel handrails with an alkyd metal primer using airless 

equipment. The primer is going on smoothly, but the painter notices that the primer on the underside of 

the horizontal top rail is developing runs almost immediately after application. What technique 

adjustment will prevent the runs? 

 

A. Apply primer to the underside of the top rail first with lighter, quicker passes, then coat the sides and 

top — overhead and undersurface areas require less material per pass than vertical and top surfaces 

B. Apply primer to the top rail from one direction only and allow gravity to distribute the coating 

naturally 

C. Increase the spray pressure to atomize the primer more finely for better adhesion on the underside 

D. Apply the primer by brush on the underside only and spray the remaining visible surfaces of the 

handrail 

 

 

 



72. A painter is applying a knockdown ceiling texture. After spraying the texture material, the painter 

waits for the material to set to the correct consistency before knocking down. During the knockdown 

process, the painter's drywall knife accumulates texture compound on its edge. What happens if the 

painter continues knocking down without cleaning the knife? 

 

A. The accumulated compound improves the knockdown effect by adding natural texture variation 

B. The accumulated compound makes the knife heavier, producing a more consistent knockdown 

pressure 

C. The knife slides more smoothly over the texture because the compound acts as a natural lubricant 

D. The dirty knife drags and tears the texture rather than smoothly flattening it — the knife must be 

wiped clean frequently for consistent results 

 

 

 

73. A painter is finishing a residential bathroom renovation. The specification calls for semigloss latex 

on the walls and ceiling. The bathroom has a shower stall with a glass door (no shower curtain). What 

additional coating property is most important in this bathroom environment? 

 

A. Mould and mildew resistance — the coating must contain filmincorporated mildewcide to inhibit 

biological growth in the highhumidity shower environment 

B. UV resistance — the bathroom window allows sunlight that will degrade the coating over time 

C. Abrasion resistance — the bathroom walls are subject to heavy physical contact and scrubbing 

D. Flexibility — the bathroom walls will expand and contract with temperature changes from hot 

showers 

 

 

 



74. A painter is working on a multistorey commercial building where different floors are at different 

stages of construction. The painter is applying primer on the fifth floor while other trades are performing 

concrete work on the fourth floor. Dust from the concrete work is migrating up through the stairwell and 

settling on the freshly primed fifthfloor surfaces. What is the most effective solution? 

 

A. Accept the dust contamination and sand between coats to remove the settled particles from the primer 

B. Increase the drying speed of the primer by adding a drying accelerator to minimize the time dust can 

settle 

C. Seal the stairwell openings and floor penetrations with temporary barriers to prevent dust migration 

between floors 

D. Switch to a dustresistant primer formulation that repels airborne particles during the drying period 

 

 

 

75. A painter has applied two coats of flat latex to a bedroom wall. The client views the wall under room 

lighting and approves the work. Later, the client places a floor lamp near the wall and the raking light 

reveals multiple drywall imperfections — joint ridges and sanding marks — through the paint. The 

client blames the painter. Is the painter responsible? 

 

A. No — the drywall finishing is the drywall finisher's responsibility and the defects existed before 

painting 

B. Yes and no — while the drywall defects are not the painter's fault, the painter should have identified 

them during the surface assessment before painting and reported them for correction 

C. Yes — the painter should have applied a texture coating to conceal the drywall imperfections 

D. No — the defects are only visible under raking light and are considered acceptable under normal 

conditions 

 

 

 



76. A painter is applying an exterior coating system to a steel entrance canopy on a commercial 

building. The specification requires a threecoat system: zincrich primer, epoxy intermediate, and 

polyurethane topcoat. The primer and intermediate have been applied and approved. The polyurethane 

topcoat is being applied on a day when the temperature is 28°C and the humidity is 40%. Partway 

through the topcoat application, a brief rain shower passes through. The rain lasts only 5 minutes, and 

the sun returns immediately. The painter inspects the freshly applied topcoat in the rainaffected area and 

notices small, circular marks on the surface where raindrops impacted the uncured polyurethane. What 

action is required? 

 

A. No action needed — the rain marks will selfheal as the polyurethane continues curing in the sun 

B. Apply a coat of wax over the rainmarked area to fill the marks and restore a uniform appearance 

C. Wait for the rain marks to cure, then sand the affected area smooth and apply a repair coat of topcoat 

D. Allow the topcoat to cure fully, then sand the rainmarked areas smooth, and apply a repair coat of 

polyurethane topcoat to restore a uniform, defectfree finish 

 

 

 

77. A painter is applying a premium zeroVOC latex to a nursery in a residential home. The client is 

pregnant and specifically chose the zeroVOC product for health reasons. During application, the client 

enters the room and comments that she can still smell a faint paint odour despite the zeroVOC label. 

Should the client be concerned? 

 

A. ZeroVOC means the product has virtually no volatile organic compounds as defined by regulation, 

but trace amounts of other compounds may still produce a faint, temporary odour — the product is safe 

as labelled and the odour will dissipate quickly 

B. The client should leave the house immediately because any detectable odour indicates dangerous 

VOC levels 

C. The painter should stop work and switch to a different product since the odour proves the product is 

mislabelled 

D. The odour means the product has been contaminated during shipping and must be returned to the 

retailer 



78. A painter is applying a twocoat exterior latex system to newly installed fibre cement siding (such as 

HardiePlank). The siding has a factoryapplied primer. The first coat of acrylic latex topcoat goes on 

smoothly. After drying, the painter applies the second coat. What must the painter have verified about 

the factory primer before starting? 

 

A. That the factory primer was applied within the last 30 days to ensure it is still fresh for overcoating 

B. That the factory primer contains UV stabilizers that protect the siding during construction exposure 

C. That the factory primer was tinted to match the specified topcoat colour for improved hiding 

performance 

D. That the factory primer is clean, undamaged, and has not chalked or degraded from prolonged UV 

exposure during construction — if degraded, the factory primer must be cleaned and a field primer 

applied 

 

 

 

79. A painter is applying a coating to the interior walls of a cold storage warehouse. The warehouse 

operates at a constant temperature of 0°C. The specification calls for a coating system designed for 

coldtemperature environments. Standard latex cannot be used. What type of coating is appropriate? 

 

A. A solventbased epoxy or alkyd formulation designed for application and curing at low temperatures 

B. A waterbased latex applied at double the recommended DFT to compensate for the cold conditions 

C. A specialty latex formulated with freezeresistant cosolvents that allow film formation below 5°C 

D. A heatcured powder coating applied by electrostatic spray and baked at elevated temperature in the 

warehouse 

 

 

 



80. A painter is applying a coating to a highway noise barrier wall made of precast concrete panels. The 

panels are smooth on the trafficfacing side and textured on the residential side. The specification 

requires different coating application techniques for each side. What technique variation is most likely 

required? 

 

A. The smooth side may be rolled or sprayed without backrolling, while the textured side must be 

sprayed and backrolled to ensure coating penetration into the texture 

B. Both sides must be sprayed with identical technique since the concrete panels are the same material 

C. The textured side should be painted by brush only to ensure maximum coating penetration into 

texture 

D. The smooth side must receive block filler while the textured side receives standard latex primer only 

 

 

 

81. A painter has completed painting a commercial office space. During the final walkthrough with the 

client, the client points out that the wall colour in one room appears slightly different from the identical 

colour in the adjacent room when viewed from the corridor. Both rooms received the same product from 

the same batch. What is the most likely explanation? 

 

A. The painter applied a different number of coats in each room, creating a thicknessrelated colour 

difference 

B. The paint batch separated during storage and the pigment distribution is uneven between the two 

rooms 

C. The roller used in one room was a different nap length than the roller used in the other room 

D. The rooms have different lighting conditions — different window exposures, different light fixtures, 

or different amounts of natural light — which cause the same colour to appear different 

 

 

 



82. A painter is installing vinyl wall covering in a luxury hotel suite. The client wants the wall covering 

to be installed in a perfectly horizontal orientation (railroading — with the material running horizontally 

across the wall instead of vertically). What is the primary concern with railroading? 

 

A. Railroading prevents the use of seam rollers on the horizontal seams between strips of material 

B. Railroading changes the direction of the pattern and creates horizontal seams that must be managed 

carefully — not all wall coverings are designed or approved for horizontal installation 

C. Railroading requires a different type of adhesive than standard vertical installation methods 

D. Railroading increases the material waste by 50% compared to standard vertical installation methods 

 

 

 

83. A painter completes a wall covering installation and the inspector identifies a defect called 

"grinning" at several seam locations. What is grinning in wall covering terminology? 

 

A. A visible curling of the wall covering edges at the seams caused by insufficient adhesive coverage 

B. An excessively wide gap between strips that exposes the wall surface beneath the covering material 

C. A pattern mismatch at the seams where the printed design does not align between adjacent strips 

D. The wall or substrate colour showing through at the seams where the material edges do not butt 

together tightly or where the material has shrunk slightly, revealing the underlying surface 

 

 

 

84. A painter is installing wall covering on a bathroom wall that has a recessed medicine cabinet with a 

mirrored door. The wall covering must be fitted precisely around the cabinet opening. What technique 

should the painter use? 

 



A. Hang the strip over the cabinet opening, smooth the material flat against the wall on all sides, make 

relief cuts at the corners of the opening, fold the flaps in, and trim flush with the cabinet frame edge 

B. Cut the wall covering strip to the exact shape of the cabinet opening on the pasting table before 

hanging 

C. Hang the strip next to the cabinet and stop at the cabinet edge without wrapping around the opening 

D. Remove the medicine cabinet, hang the wall covering over the recess, and reinstall the cabinet on top 

 

 

 

85. A painter is installing a grass cloth wall covering in a dining room. After hanging several strips, the 

painter notices that every other strip appears to have a slightly different shade — strip 1 matches strip 3, 

but strip 2 is noticeably lighter. The material is from the same roll and the same dye lot. What technique 

addresses this natural colour variation? 

 

A. Return the material to the supplier as defective since all strips from the same roll should match 

exactly 

B. Apply a tinted adhesive beneath the lighter strips to darken their appearance to match the darker strips 

C. Reversehang every other strip (alternate the direction of each strip so that the top of one strip is 

adjacent to the bottom of the next) to distribute the natural colour variation evenly 

D. Reject grass cloth entirely for this project and install a vinyl product that has uniform colour 

throughout 

 

 

 

86. A painter is hanging the first strip of wall covering and needs to establish a plumb line on the wall. 

The painter does not have a laser level available. What alternative method provides an accurate plumb 

reference? 

 



A. Align the first strip to the edge of the nearest door frame since all door frames are perfectly plumb 

B. Use a plumb bob (a weighted string) suspended from the ceiling to establish a true vertical reference 

line on the wall 

C. Measure equal distances from the floor at the top and bottom of the strip and draw a vertical line 

D. Use the edge of a carpenter's framing square placed against the ceilingwall junction as a plumb guide 

 

 

 

87. A painter finishes installing vinyl wall covering in a hotel ballroom. The installation looks excellent, 

but the painter notices that the vinyl has a mild chemical odour that is noticeable in the enclosed room. 

The hotel event manager asks how long the odour will persist. What is the typical expectation? 

 

A. The odour will increase over time and permanent ventilation modifications will be needed for the 

room 

B. The odour is permanent and cannot be reduced once the wall covering has been installed on the 

surface 

C. The odour should dissipate within a few hours once the room is ventilated with fresh air circulation 

D. Most vinyl wall covering offgassing diminishes significantly within a few days to a week, especially 

with adequate ventilation — but the exact timeline depends on the product, room volume, and air 

exchange rate 

 

 

 

88. A painter is installing a commercial Type II vinyl wall covering and accidentally gets paste on the 

face of the vinyl while smoothing a strip. What is the correct immediate action? 

 

A. Wipe the paste off the vinyl face immediately with a damp, clean sponge before it dries — dried 

paste on vinyl creates visible stains that are difficult or impossible to remove 



B. Leave the paste in place and sand it off after it dries for a cleaner removal without smearing risk 

C. Apply a coat of clear sealer over the paste residue to encapsulate it beneath a protective film layer 

D. Peel the strip off the wall and replace it with a new strip since paste on the face is a fatal defect 

 

 

 

89. A painter is installing wall covering in a room that has a chair rail moulding running horizontally 

around the room at 900 mm above the floor. The specification calls for different wall coverings above 

and below the chair rail. How does the chair rail affect the installation? 

 

A. The chair rail prevents the use of wall covering below it — only paint can be applied below the 

moulding 

B. Both wall coverings must be installed from floor to ceiling as full strips, with the chair rail removed 

C. The chair rail serves as a natural dividing line — separate strips are hung above and below it, each 

trimmed to the chair rail edge for a clean transition 

D. The wall covering below the chair rail must be installed first, with the chair rail then installed over it 

 

 

 

90. A painter has completed a wall covering installation in a commercial reception area. One week later, 

the building maintenance manager reports that several seams are bubbling — small, raised areas along 

the seam lines where the material appears to be lifting. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The wall covering material is expanding due to high humidity in the reception area since installation 

B. Insufficient adhesive at the seam edges allowed moisture from the building's HVAC humidification 

system to penetrate beneath the material, causing localized lifting 



C. The wall covering was hung over an active mould colony that is generating gases beneath the 

material 

D. The wall covering material was installed over a latex paint that is now delaminating from the drywall 

 

 

 

91. A painter is staining a set of poplar interior trim pieces. Poplar is known to absorb stain unevenly, 

with some areas (especially around knots and mineral streaks) turning dramatically darker than the 

surrounding wood. The painter applied a coat of wood conditioner, but the blotching is still noticeable 

after staining. What is the next best option for achieving a more uniform colour? 

 

A. Apply a coat of wood bleach to lighten the dark areas and equalize the colour across the trim pieces 

B. Sand the stained surface back to bare wood and apply the conditioner at double the recommended rate 

C. Apply a toning coat (tinted clear finish) over the stain to add uniform colour that minimizes the 

blotching 

D. Strip the stain, sand to bare wood, and apply a gel stain instead of penetrating stain for more uniform 

surface colouring 

 

 

 

92. When applying a lacquer sanding sealer to bare stained wood, the painter notices that the sealer is 

dissolving and lifting the stain in some areas, creating bare spots. What is the cause? 

 

A. The stain was not fully dry before the lacquer sanding sealer was applied — the lacquer solvents 

dissolved the stillwet stain, lifting it from the wood 

B. The stain and the lacquer sealer are from different manufacturers and are chemically incompatible 

C. The lacquer sealer was applied too thickly, generating enough heat to melt the stain during curing 



D. The stain was a waterbased product and all lacquer sealers dissolve waterbased stains on contact 

 

 

 

93. A painter finishes a hardwood floor with three coats of oilbased polyurethane. The specification 

requires the floor to have a satin sheen. However, the painter used a gloss polyurethane for all three 

coats. How can the satin sheen be achieved without stripping and refinishing? 

 

A. Apply a fourth coat of flat polyurethane over the gloss to reduce the sheen to the desired satin level 

B. Apply a coat of paste wax over the cured gloss polyurethane and buff to a satin sheen appearance 

C. Allow the gloss polyurethane to cure fully, then rub the cured surface with fine steel wool (0000 

grade) or fine abrasive pad to mechanically reduce the gloss to a uniform satin sheen 

D. The gloss polyurethane will naturally dull to a satin sheen after several months of foot traffic wear 

 

 

 

94. A painter is applying a Danish oil finish to a walnut coffee table. The oil is applied in thin coats, 

allowed to penetrate, and the excess wiped off. After three coats, the wood has a beautiful natural 

appearance with a soft matte sheen. The client asks whether the table will be protected from water rings 

if a guest places a cold drink on the surface without a coaster. How should the painter respond? 

 

A. Danish oil provides the same moisture protection as polyurethane and the table is fully waterproof 

B. Danish oil penetrates the wood but does not form an impermeable surface film — the table is 

vulnerable to water rings and condensation marks if cold or wet items are placed directly on the 

unprotected surface 

C. Danish oil becomes more waterresistant with each passing year and will be fully waterproof within 6 

months 

D. The walnut species is naturally waterproof regardless of the finish type and coasters are unnecessary 



95. A painter is finishing a set of ash wood shelves. Ash is an opengrained (ringporous) hardwood with 

visible pores similar to oak. The specification calls for a smooth, filled finish with lacquer. In the correct 

finishing sequence, when is the paste wood filler applied? 

 

A. Before sanding the bare wood, as the first step in the finishing process before any other treatment 

B. Immediately after the lacquer sanding sealer, as the last step before the lacquer topcoats are applied 

C. Before staining but after sanding, as a prestain treatment to control colour absorption in the pores 

D. After staining and before the first coat of clear finish — the filler is applied to the stained surface to 

fill the open pores flush with the surrounding wood before sealing and topcoating 

 

 

 

96. A painter needs to bleach a water stain from the surface of a white oak dining table. The stain has 

created a dark ring where a vase leaked. Which bleaching agent is most appropriate for this specific type 

of stain? 

 

A. Oxalic acid — the standard treatment for water stains and irontannin reaction stains on wood surfaces 

B. Twopart (A/B) wood bleach for maximum lightening power on the localized water stain area 

C. Household chlorine bleach applied at full strength to dissolve the water stain deposits on the surface 

D. Muriatic acid applied with a small brush to the exact stain location for precision spot treatment 

 

 

 

97. A painter is applying a semitransparent exterior stain to a pressuretreated wood deck that is six 

months old. The stain beads up on the surface rather than penetrating. What does this indicate, and what 

should be done? 

 



A. The stain product is defective and should be returned to the supplier for a replacement batch 

B. The pressure treatment chemicals have not yet weathered sufficiently for the wood to accept stain 

C. The wood surface still contains residual water repellents or preservative chemicals from the pressure 

treatment that are preventing stain absorption — a water bead test should have been performed before 

staining, and the wood may need additional weathering or cleaning with a deck cleaner 

D. The semitransparent stain is incompatible with pressuretreated lumber and a solidcolour stain must be 

used 

 

 

 

98. A painter is refinishing a cherry wood stairway handrail that the homeowner wants returned to its 

original natural cherry colour. The existing finish is a dark walnut stain with a polyurethane topcoat. 

What is the first step? 

 

A. Apply a coat of wood conditioner over the existing polyurethane to prepare it for the new stain 

B. Strip the existing polyurethane and stain completely to expose bare cherry wood — the dark walnut 

stain must be removed before the natural cherry colour can be revealed 

C. Sand through the polyurethane only and apply a lighter stain over the dark walnut for colour 

correction 

D. Apply a coat of wood bleach over the existing polyurethane to lighten the walnut stain through the 

clear coat 

 

 

 

99. A painter applies three coats of waterbased polyurethane to a maple kitchen island countertop. After 

the final coat cures, the client places a hot pot on the surface and a white ring appears immediately. Is 

this a defect in the polyurethane? 

 



A. Yes — properly cured waterbased polyurethane should withstand hot pots without marking 

B. Yes — the polyurethane was applied incorrectly and must be stripped and reapplied with more coats 

C. No — but the white ring indicates the polyurethane was contaminated with moisture during 

application 

D. No — waterbased polyurethane (and most clear finishes) are vulnerable to heat marks from hot items 

placed directly on the surface; trivets and hot pads should always be used to protect finished wood 

surfaces 

 

 

 

100. A painter is finishing a set of alder wood interior doors. Alder is a relatively soft, closedgrained 

wood that is moderately blotchprone. The specification calls for a medium cherry stain with a lacquer 

clear coat. What prestain treatment will help control blotching on the alder doors? 

 

A. Application of a wood conditioner or washcoat to partially seal the porous areas before the 

penetrating stain is applied 

B. Application of a heavy coat of lacquer sanding sealer that blocks all stain absorption uniformly 

C. Application of a coat of twopart wood bleach to lighten the alder and eliminate the density variations 

D. No pretreatment is needed — alder is a closedgrained wood that accepts stain uniformly without 

blotching 

 

 

 

101. A painter is matching the clear finish on a replacement piece of stair tread to the existing aged 

treads. The existing treads have an oilbased polyurethane finish that has developed a warm, amber 

patina over 15 years. The replacement tread will receive the same oilbased polyurethane. Should the 

painter expect the new finish to match the aged finish immediately? 

 



A. Yes — oilbased polyurethane produces the same amber tone at every age from day one to year 

twenty 

B. Yes — the first coat of oilbased polyurethane will immediately produce the same depth of amber 

colour 

C. No — fresh oilbased polyurethane has a lighter amber tone that will deepen over months and years to 

match the aged treads; the initial mismatch will gradually diminish as the new finish ages 

D. No — the replacement tread must be preaged with a chemical treatment to match the existing treads 

 

 

 

102. A painter on an industrial project is applying a twocomponent epoxy intermediate coat. The TDS 

states that the mixed material must be used within 4 hours (pot life). The painter mixed 10 litres at 8:00 

AM. At 11:30 AM (3.5 hours into the pot life), the painter estimates that 3 litres remain in the pot. The 

painter can spray the remaining 3 litres in approximately 45 minutes. Should the painter continue? 

 

A. No — the painter should discard the remaining material immediately and mix a fresh batch for safety 

B. Yes — the painter has approximately 30 minutes of pot life remaining and 45 minutes of work, but 

the material is still within the usable window and should be applied as quickly as possible before the pot 

life expires 

C. No — once 75% of the pot life has elapsed, the remaining material must be discarded automatically 

D. Yes — pot life is only a guideline and the material remains usable as long as it appears liquid in the 

pot 

 

 

 

103. An industrial coating specification for a petrochemical facility requires "holiday testing" on all 

coated surfaces in immersion service. The coating system has a total DFT of 32 mils. What type of 

holiday testing is appropriate? 

 



A. Visual inspection under bright lighting without any electronic testing equipment for this application 

B. Lowvoltage wet sponge testing at 67.5 volts for standard thinfilm holiday detection procedures 

C. Tactile testing by running a gloved hand over the coated surface to detect pinholes by touch 

D. Highvoltage spark testing calibrated to the 32mil coating thickness for reliable thickfilm holiday 

detection 

 

 

 

104. A painter is applying a zincrich primer to blastcleaned steel on a bridge rehabilitation project. The 

specification requires the primer DFT to be between 3.0 and 4.0 mils. After application, the painter 

measures several spots at 5.5 to 6.0 mils. What is the concern with this excessive DFT on a zincrich 

primer? 

 

A. The excessive thickness can cause mud cracking in the primer film, compromising both barrier 

protection and cathodic protection effectiveness 

B. The excessive thickness provides enhanced corrosion protection and is a positive quality 

improvement 

C. The excessive thickness will prevent the topcoat from adhering to the zinc primer surface properly 

D. The excessive thickness increases the drying time but has no effect on the primer's protective 

function 

 

 

 

105. A painter is applying an epoxy coating to the interior of a large steel tank. The specification 

requires continuous atmospheric monitoring during the work. The atmospheric monitor alarms when the 

LEL (Lower Explosive Limit) reading reaches 10% of the LEL for the solvent in the coating. What does 

this alarm indicate? 

 



A. The coating has exceeded its pot life and is beginning to release decomposition gases in the tank 

B. Flammable solvent vapour concentration is approaching hazardous levels — the space must be 

evacuated immediately and ventilation must be increased before reentry 

C. The temperature inside the tank has exceeded the maximum for coating application and must cool 

D. The oxygen level has risen above 23.5%, creating an oxygenenriched atmosphere that is also 

hazardous 

 

 

 

106. An industrial coating system has been applied to a steel structure. During the topcoat inspection, 

the inspector discovers that the polyurethane topcoat has a visible orange peel texture. The DFT is 

within specification, but the specification requires a "smooth, uniform finish." The painter argues that 

orange peel is normal for spray application. How should this be resolved? 

 

A. Accept the orange peel texture since DFT compliance is the only measurable acceptance criterion 

B. Accept the finish since all sprayapplied industrial coatings exhibit some degree of orange peel texture 

C. The inspector should note the orange peel as a minor observation but accept the topcoat as compliant 

D. The orange peel violates the "smooth, uniform finish" specification requirement — the application 

technique must be corrected and the topcoat reapplied to meet both DFT and appearance criteria 

 

 

 

107. A painter on an industrial project notices that the blastcleaned steel surface has developed a thin 

amber discolouration (flash rust) within 2 hours of blasting. The humidity is 78% and the dew point is 

close to the surface temperature. What must be done before primer application? 

 

A. The surface must be reblasted to remove the flash rust and restore the specified SP 10 cleanliness 

level — and the environmental conditions should be monitored to prevent recurrence 



B. The flash rust can be removed by solvent wiping with mineral spirits before primer application begins 

C. The primer can be applied directly over the flash rust since most industrial primers tolerate light 

oxidation 

D. A coat of rust converter should be applied to transform the flash rust into a paintable phosphate layer 

 

 

 

108. An industrial specification requires the painter to maintain a "coating inspection log" throughout 

the project. What information should this log contain at a minimum? 

 

A. Only the total quantity of coating material consumed and the number of workers on site each day 

B. Only the DFT measurements for the final topcoat layer since earlier coat measurements are 

superseded 

C. Environmental conditions at each application stage, products used with batch numbers, DFT 

measurements for each coat, adhesion test results, holiday test results, and any nonconformances with 

corrective actions 

D. Only the painter's daily work hours and the surfaces coated for payroll and billing calculation 

purposes 

 

 

 

109. A painter is applying an organic zincrich primer (OZP) to blastcleaned steel. The specification 

requires a DFT of 3.0 to 4.0 mils. The painter applies the primer and allows it to dry. Before the epoxy 

intermediate coat is applied, the painter notices that the OZP surface has a dusty, whitishgrey residue. 

What is this residue? 

 

A. Overspray from the blast media settling on the primer surface during the drying period after 

application 



B. Zinc salt residue (zinc oxide or zinc carbonate) that forms on the surface of zincrich primers when 

exposed to moisture — this must be removed by scrubbing or light sweep blasting before the 

intermediate coat is applied 

C. A normal curing byproduct that does not affect intercoat adhesion and requires no removal treatment 

D. Contamination from the compressed air supply used during spray application of the zinc primer 

 

 

 

110. A painter is working inside a confined space (steel vessel) and the suppliedair respirator's air supply 

line is 30 metres long, running from the breathing air compressor outside the vessel. What critical check 

must be performed on the breathing air before the painter enters the vessel? 

 

A. The air temperature must be verified to be between 20°C and 25°C for comfortable breathing 

B. The air pressure must be at maximum compressor output for the longest possible continuous supply 

C. The air must be verified as free of contaminants and the air source must be positioned to prevent 

contamination 

D. The breathing air must be tested for purity — it must be Grade D or better breathing air, free of oil, 

carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, and other contaminants, and the air intake must be positioned away 

from vehicle exhaust, coating vapours, and other contamination sources 

 

 

 

111. A painter on an industrial maintenance project is recoating an existing epoxy intermediate that has 

been in service for 5 years. The existing epoxy surface is heavily chalked from UV exposure. Before 

applying the new topcoat, what preparation is required? 

 

A. The chalked surface must be cleaned to remove all loose chalk, then abraded by sanding or sweep 

blasting to create mechanical tooth for the new topcoat 



B. The chalked epoxy must be completely stripped and a new intermediate coat applied before 

topcoating 

C. A coat of solventbased sealer must be applied to penetrate and consolidate the chalked epoxy surface 

D. The chalked surface can be topcoated directly without any cleaning or preparation whatsoever 

 

 

 

112. An industrial coating specification calls for a "DFT verification survey" using SSPCPA 2 

methodology. Under PA 2, what constitutes an individual "spot measurement"? 

 

A. A single gauge reading at one point, recorded as a spot measurement without any averaging required 

B. The highest of three gauge readings taken at different locations across the coated surface area 

C. The average of three individual gauge readings taken within a small defined area (approximately 150 

mm diameter circle) 

D. A visual estimate by the inspector based on the wet film appearance during application of the coating 

 

 

 

113. A painter is applying a highbuild epoxy coating to a concrete secondary containment bund around a 

chemical storage tank. The specification requires a minimum DFT of 20 mils per coat in two coats. 

During application of the second coat, the coating sags heavily on the vertical walls of the bund. What 

application technique adjustment is needed? 

 

A. Add thinner to the epoxy to reduce its viscosity and improve its ability to adhere to vertical surfaces 

B. Apply the second coat in multiple thinner passes (e.g., two passes at 10 mils each) rather than one 

heavy pass at 20 mils to prevent sagging on the vertical surfaces 

C. Increase the spray pressure to force the coating against the vertical surface with greater impact energy 



D. Switch to brush application only for the vertical walls since spray cannot achieve 20 mils without 

sagging 

 

 

 

114. A painter is coating structural steel in a building under construction. The steel erector has installed 

bolted connections using highstrength structural bolts with DTI (Direct Tension Indicator) washers. The 

specification states that the bolt connections must be "masked off" during blast cleaning and priming. 

Why are the bolt connections excluded from the coating? 

 

A. The bolt heads are too small to accept a coating of meaningful thickness for corrosion protection 

B. Coating the bolt connections would make future bolt inspections and retorquing impossible 

C. The bolt material is incompatible with all primer types used on the structural steel members 

D. The DTI washers and bolted connections must remain uncoated for structural integrity inspection 

purposes — coatings can mask bolt rotation, hide indicators, and interfere with proper tensioning 

verification 

 

 

 

115. A painter is applying a coal tar epoxy to a buried steel pipeline. The specification requires the 

coating to extend 150 millimetres beyond the edge of the trench on each side of the pipe, overlapping 

the backfill area. Why does the specification require this overlap? 

 

A. The overlap ensures that the coating transitions smoothly from the buried pipe to the aboveground 

portion, preventing a gap at the grade line where corrosion could initiate at the soilatmosphere interface 

B. The overlap provides additional thickness that compensates for coating damage during backfilling 

C. The overlap creates a visual marker for future excavation teams to locate the buried pipeline edge 

D. The overlap is a decorative requirement for pipeline installations visible during construction phase 



116. An industrial painting contractor is performing maintenance painting on an operating refinery. 

During coating application, a process alarm sounds and the refinery operations team announces an 

emergency shutdown of the unit adjacent to the painting work area. What should the painting crew do? 

 

A. Continue painting since the alarm is for the adjacent unit and does not directly affect the painting area 

B. Reduce painting operations to half speed until the refinery alarm is resolved by the operations team 

C. Stop all work immediately, secure all coating materials and equipment, and follow the facility's 

emergency evacuation procedures to the designated assembly point 

D. Move the painting operation to a different area of the refinery away from the alarming unit 

 

 

 

117. A painter is applying a twocomponent polyurethane topcoat to an exterior steel structure. The Part 

B (hardener/isocyanate) container was accidentally left open overnight. The next morning, the painter 

notices that the surface of the hardener has a thin skin or crust. What has happened? 

 

A. The hardener has absorbed moisture from the atmosphere and is still usable after removing the skin 

B. The isocyanate has reacted with atmospheric moisture, forming a polyurea skin — the contaminated 

hardener should be discarded and a fresh container used because the moisture reaction has altered the 

chemistry 

C. The skin is a normal protective layer that forms on all isocyanate products and should be mixed back 

in 

D. The hardener has separated into layers during overnight storage and must be reshaken before use 

 

 

 

118. An industrial coating specification requires "abrasionresistant" coating on the floor of a vehicle 

maintenance bay. What coating type is typically specified for this application? 



A. A standard interior flat latex applied at double the normal DFT for increased film build thickness 

B. An aliphatic polyurethane topcoat that provides UV protection and colour retention for the floor 

C. A single coat of zincrich primer that provides sacrificial protection against tire abrasion on the floor 

D. A highbuild, highsolids epoxy floor coating with aggregate (quartz, aluminum oxide, or garnet) 

broadcast into the wet film for slip resistance and abrasion resistance 

 

 

 

119. A painter is performing thermal spray (metallizing) on a bridge structure. After metallizing a 

section, the painter discovers that the metallized coating has a rough, bumpy texture with visible 

particles that did not fully melt during the thermal spray process. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The thermal spray gun's arc voltage or flame temperature was too low to fully melt the wire feedstock 

before it reached the steel surface 

B. The blast profile beneath the metallized coating was too deep and is telegraphing through the metallic 

layer 

C. The compressed air supply pressure was too high, propelling the molten particles too quickly to bond 

D. The steel surface temperature was too cold for the metallized particles to adhere on initial contact 

 

 

 

120. A coating inspector performs a pulloff adhesion test on a primer coat. The test result shows 

adhesive failure at the epoxy adhesive used to bond the dolly to the coating surface — the coating itself 

is still fully intact on the substrate. The recorded force was 2.8 MPa. The specification requires a 

minimum of 3.5 MPa. Is the coating acceptable? 

 

A. No — the 2.8 MPa reading is below the minimum and the primer must be removed and reapplied 



B. Yes — the 2.8 MPa reading exceeds the minimum because the adhesive failure negates the reading 

C. The test is invalid — the failure at the adhesive means the test did not measure the coating's adhesion, 

and the test must be repeated with a proper adhesive bond 

D. No — the adhesive failure indicates that the coating contains contaminants that prevented bonding 

 

 

 

121. A painter on an industrial project is instructed to apply a stripe coat by brush to all edges, welds, 

and bolt heads before each sprayapplied coat. The stripe coat is applied by brush using the same product 

as the spray coat. What DFT should the stripe coat achieve? 

 

A. The stripe coat should not be measured for DFT — it is a supplementary application, and the 

specification's DFT requirement applies only to the sprayapplied coat that follows it 

B. The stripe coat should achieve the same DFT as the full sprayapplied coat that follows it 

C. The stripe coat should achieve exactly half the DFT of the sprayapplied coat to avoid overbuilding 

D. The stripe coat DFT is measured by the inspector as a separate line item from the spray coat DFT 

 

 

 

122. An industrial specification calls for "environmental monitoring" throughout the coating application 

process. What parameters must be monitored and recorded? 

 

A. Only the ambient air temperature, taken once at the start of each work shift for the daily record 

B. Only the wind speed and direction, relevant for exterior spray application drift control during work 

C. Only the coating product temperature, measured in the pot before each batch is mixed and applied 



D. Air temperature, surface temperature, relative humidity, and dew point — measured and recorded at 

the start of each application session and periodically throughout the work 

 

 

 

123. A painter is applying an industrial coating system to new structural steel. The specification requires 

all coatings to be applied within 8 hours of blast cleaning to prevent flash rust formation in the humid 

coastal environment. At 6 hours after blasting, the painter has primed 80% of the blasted surface. The 

remaining 20% is beginning to show very faint discolouration that may be early flash rust. What should 

the painter do? 

 

A. Prioritize priming the remaining 20% immediately — apply primer to all unprimed blastcleaned 

surfaces before the 8hour window closes, and document the application time for the inspection record 

B. Stop all priming work and reblast the entire surface, including the 80% that has already been primed 

C. Ignore the 8hour requirement since the faint discolouration is barely visible and proceed at normal 

pace 

D. Apply a rust converter to the remaining 20% instead of primer to chemically stabilize the surface 

 

 

 

124. An industrial coating inspector discovers that the painter has been using a magnetic DFT gauge on 

an aluminum substrate. What is wrong with this approach? 

 

A. Magnetic gauges are too accurate for aluminum surfaces and will give readings that are excessively 

precise 

B. Magnetic gauges are designed only for carbon steel surfaces and will not provide accurate readings 

on aluminum 

C. Magnetic DFT gauges do not function on nonferromagnetic substrates like aluminum — an eddy 

current gauge (or a combination gauge in eddy current mode) must be used instead 



D. Magnetic gauges will damage the soft aluminum surface when the probe contacts the coating film 

 

 

 

125. An industrial painting contractor completes a threecoat system on a water treatment facility. The 

final inspection report shows that all DFT measurements are within specification, adhesion tests pass, 

and holiday testing shows no discontinuities. However, the inspector notes that the coating colour does 

not match the specified colour standard. What is the correct disposition? 

 

A. Accept the coating system since all performance criteria (DFT, adhesion, holidays) have been met 

B. The colour nonconformance must be addressed — the topcoat must be reapplied in the correct colour, 

or a formal variance must be obtained from the owner/engineer 

C. Colour matching is not relevant for industrial coating systems and the observation should be deleted 

D. The inspector should accept the colour asis and document it as an observation for future reference 

 

 

 

126. A painter on an industrial project is applying a zincrich primer to blastcleaned steel on a day when 

the relative humidity is 82%. The primer TDS states "do not apply when relative humidity exceeds 

85%." The humidity has been rising steadily throughout the morning. What should the painter do? 

 

A. Continue spraying since the humidity has not yet reached the maximum limit of 85% specified 

B. Continue spraying but monitor the humidity continuously — if it reaches 85%, stop immediately 

C. Stop spraying now and wait for humidity to drop, since the upward trend suggests 85% will be 

exceeded soon 

D. Continue spraying but increase the air pressure to accelerate drying and compensate for the humidity 

 



127. A painter has been applying an epoxy primer inside a large steel tank for 4 hours. The primer TDS 

specifies a pot life of 6 hours at 25°C, but the temperature inside the tank has risen to 30°C due to solar 

heating of the tank exterior. The mixed material in the pot is noticeably thicker than when mixing began. 

What should the painter do? 

 

A. Assess the material's workability — if it is becoming difficult to spray consistently, discard the 

remaining batch, mix a fresh, smaller batch, and continue application with the new material 

B. Add solvent to the thickened material to restore its original viscosity and continue using the batch 

C. Continue using the material since the stated pot life is 6 hours regardless of the temperature change 

D. Transfer the thickened material to a cooler container outside the tank to slow the curing reaction 

 

 

 

128. An industrial specification calls for the coating system to include a "sacrificial" corrosion 

protection mechanism. Which primer type provides sacrificial corrosion protection? 

 

A. Standard alkyd primer with corrosioninhibiting pigments that form a passive barrier on the steel 

B. Epoxy primer with high film build that provides a thick physical barrier against moisture penetration 

C. Zincrich primer (organic or inorganic) containing metallic zinc dust that corrodes preferentially to 

protect the steel electrochemically 

D. Polyurethane primer with UV stabilizers that protect the steel from solar radiation degradation 

 

 

 

129. A painter applies an epoxy intermediate coat over a zincrich primer. The specification states a 

maximum recoat time of 48 hours for the intermediate coat before the topcoat must be applied. Due to a 

scheduling delay, the topcoat cannot be applied for 5 days (120 hours). What must be done before the 

topcoat can be applied? 



A. The intermediate coat can be topcoated normally since the recoat window applies only to the primer 

B. The intermediate coat surface must be abraded by sanding or sweep blasting to restore mechanical 

tooth since the maximum recoat window has been exceeded 

C. A fresh coat of intermediate must be applied over the existing intermediate before the topcoat 

D. The entire coating system must be stripped and reapplied from the zincrich primer stage 

 

 

 

130. An industrial coating inspector performs a final DFT survey on a completed threecoat system. The 

specification requires a total system DFT of 10.0 to 14.0 mils. The survey shows an average system DFT 

of 12.5 mils, with all individual spot measurements falling between 10.8 and 14.0 mils. Under SSPCPA 

2, are these results acceptable? 

 

A. No — the range of 10.8 to 14.0 is too wide and the measurements must be more tightly clustered 

B. No — individual spot measurements must all be within 1 mil of the average for PA 2 compliance 

C. Yes — but only if the inspector performs additional adhesion testing to supplement the DFT results 

D. Yes — all individual spot measurements fall within the specified range of 10.0 to 14.0 mils, the 

average of 12.5 mils meets the minimum, and no readings fall below 80% of the 10.0mil minimum (8.0 

mils) 

Practice Exam 6: Answer Key and Explanations 

1. B — Used solvent containing dissolved paint is classified as hazardous waste. It must be collected in 

a labelled, sealed container and disposed of through a licensed hazardous waste service. Pouring solvent 

down drains contaminates the water system and violates environmental regulations, and open 

evaporation creates fire and inhalation hazards. 

 

2. D — Deteriorating grey fibrous insulation material on older building pipes may contain asbestos. 

Asbestos fibres, when airborne and inhaled, cause fatal diseases including asbestosis, lung cancer, and 

mesothelioma. The painter must stop work, leave the area, and report the suspected asbestos to the 

supervisor — only certified asbestos abatement professionals can handle asbestos-containing materials. 



3. A — A tilt alarm on a boom lift indicates that the machine is operating on an unsafe slope or the 

ground is shifting beneath the unit. All boom movement must stop immediately. If possible, the platform 

should be lowered to reduce the centre of gravity. Work must not resume until the cause of the alarm is 

identified and corrected by a competent operator. 

 

4. C — An extension cord across a traffic path creates both a tripping hazard (workers can fall) and an 

electrical hazard (foot traffic and equipment can damage the cord, exposing energized conductors). The 

cord must be routed overhead, run through a rated cord protector (cord ramp), or rerouted entirely to 

avoid the pedestrian traffic path. 

 

5. B — In a daycare where children will return within 48 hours, low VOC content and rapid off-gassing 

are the most critical coating characteristics. Children are more susceptible to chemical exposure than 

adults, and volatile organic compounds can persist in indoor air for hours to days after application. 

Products certified as low-VOC or zero-VOC minimize this exposure. 

 

6. D — An unbarricaded stairwell opening is a fall hazard — tools, materials, or the painter could fall 

through the opening and strike workers or surfaces below. Guardrails must be installed at the stairwell 

opening before any work is performed near it. This is a non-negotiable safety requirement on all 

construction sites. 

 

7. A — "HM" stands for Hollow Metal, referring to steel door frames and steel doors fabricated from 

formed sheet steel. HM frames are the most common door frame type in commercial and institutional 

construction. They are typically factory-primed and require field preparation (scuffing and cleaning) 

before topcoat application. 

 

8. C — A wall that leans 10 mm over 2.7 metres is not plumb. If the first strip of wall covering is 

aligned to this leaning wall, every subsequent strip will be progressively more crooked. The painter must 

establish an independent plumb line using a spirit level, laser level, or plumb bob and align the first strip 

to this true vertical reference. 

 

9. B — Total surface area = 500 + 200 = 700 m². Two coats = 700 × 2 = 1,400 m² of coverage needed. 

At 8 m²/L practical coverage rate: 1,400 ÷ 8 = 175 litres. This straightforward calculation is the 

foundation of material estimating — total area multiplied by number of coats, divided by coverage rate. 

 



10. D — Adding white base paint in small increments is the correct method for lightening a colour that 

is too dark. White increases the value (lightness) of the colour while maintaining the hue. Adding in 

small amounts and testing between additions provides control and prevents overshooting the target. 

 

11. A — The skull and crossbones pictogram represents acute toxicity — the product can cause death or 

serious harm from a single exposure or short-term exposure through ingestion, skin contact, or 

inhalation. Products bearing this pictogram require the strictest handling precautions, including specific 

PPE, controlled access, and emergency response planning. 

 

12. C — Toolbox talks (safety meetings) review safety topics relevant to current work activities, discuss 

specific hazards on the project, reinforce safe work practices, and provide a forum for workers to raise 

safety concerns. They are a critical component of the ongoing safety program on every construction 

project. 

 

13. B — Raking light (light directed at a shallow angle across the surface) creates shadows behind 

bumps, ridges, and imperfections that would be invisible under direct, head-on illumination. This 

technique is the most effective method for detecting surface defects before painting, particularly on 

drywall and plaster surfaces. 

 

14. D — Peeling caused by structural movement that cracks the substrate is not a workmanship defect 

— it is a substrate or structural condition beyond the painting contractor's control. Workmanship 

warranties cover defects caused by the painter's work (improper preparation, incorrect application, 

wrong products), not building movement, settlement, or structural failures. 

 

15. A — Four 18.9-litre pails (75.6 L) plus two 3.78-litre cans (7.56 L) equals 83.16 litres — the closest 

combination above the required 80 litres with minimal excess. This purchase minimizes waste while 

ensuring sufficient material. Buying in the largest practical container sizes reduces per-litre cost. 

 

16. C — A fallen compressed gas cylinder with an exposed valve is a serious hazard — a broken valve 

can turn the cylinder into an uncontrolled projectile. The painter should not attempt to move it without 

proper training and equipment. The area should be secured, other workers kept away, and the supervisor 

notified so that trained personnel can safely upright and secure the cylinder. 

 

17. B — An angular sash brush has bristles cut at a diagonal, creating a long edge that produces the 

paint line and a short edge that stays on the wall below the junction. By positioning only the long bristle 



tips at the ceiling line while keeping the brush body on the wall surface, the painter creates a precise line 

without the brush body contacting the ceiling. 

 

18. D — A 500 mm diameter pipe that is 15 metres long meets the definition of a confined space — it is 

enclosed, has restricted entry and exit, and presents atmospheric hazards during coating operations. A 

confined space entry permit, continuous atmospheric monitoring, forced ventilation, an attendant at the 

entry, and a rescue plan are mandatory. 

 

19. A — When pump packings wear, they allow air to be drawn into the system on the suction stroke, 

causing the pump to lose prime. This air enters the fluid stream and causes the spray gun to sputter and 

drop pressure intermittently. Replacing the worn packings restores the seal and eliminates the air 

intrusion. 

 

20. C — Rectangular area = 2.0 × 1.5 = 3.0 m². Semicircular area = ½ × π × r² = ½ × π × 1.0² = 1.57 m². 

Total window opening = 3.0 + 1.57 = 4.57 m². This combined calculation is common in estimating for 

buildings with arched windows, fan lights, and other curved architectural elements. 

 

21. B — Semi-gloss coating under raking light reveals every surface imperfection. Visible joint ridges 

and sanding swirls indicate that the drywall finishing does not meet the standard required for semi-gloss 

coating. The drywall finisher must correct these defects before the painter proceeds — painting over 

inadequate finishing produces a result that fails quality expectations. 

 

22. D — At six months, the concrete has far exceeded the 28-day minimum cure time. However, the 

painter must still verify that there are no active moisture issues (condensation, efflorescence), surface 

defects (cracks, spalling, laitance), or contamination (form release agents, construction debris) that could 

affect the block filler's adhesion and performance. 

 

23. A — Caustic (sodium hydroxide) strippers leave alkaline residue on the surface that must be 

neutralized with a dilute acid solution (vinegar, citric acid, or a commercial neutralizer). Without 

neutralization, the residual alkali will interfere with primer adhesion, prevent proper curing, and may 

darken certain wood species permanently. 

 

24. C — The semi-gloss surface must be sanded to remove the sheen and create mechanical tooth that 

the Venetian plaster can grip. After sanding, a bonding primer or the plaster manufacturer's 

recommended primer provides the adhesion bridge between the existing paint and the plaster. Applying 

plaster over an unsanded glossy surface risks delamination. 



25. B — Failed glazing putty must be removed and replaced with fresh putty or glazing compound 

before priming and painting. The glazing putty creates the weather seal between the glass and the wood 

frame — deteriorated putty allows moisture to infiltrate, causing rot and paint failure. The new putty 

must cure per the manufacturer's recommendation before being primed and painted. 

 

26. D — Cementitious fireproofing overspray on steel surfaces prevents coating adhesion. The 

overspray is a weak, chalky material that is not bonded to the steel and will separate under the coating, 

causing peeling. All fireproofing residue must be removed from the surfaces to be painted by scraping, 

brushing, or washing. 

 

27. C — Paint applied only three days ago may not have fully cured. While the surface may feel dry to 

the touch, the internal film is still soft enough to gum up sandpaper rather than sanding to a clean 

powder. Most latex coatings require 14 to 30 days for full cure, and alkyd coatings continue to harden 

for weeks. Sanding before full cure causes loading. 

 

28. A — Standard alkyd metal primer is formulated for bare steel or iron substrates — it does not 

contain the specialized resins needed to bond to the smooth zinc surface of galvanized steel. The zinc 

coating is too slick and chemically inert for standard primers. A galvanized metal etch primer, wash 

primer, or acrylic primer specifically formulated for galvanized surfaces is required. 

 

29. D — Water beading on a diamond-ground concrete floor indicates residual contamination — oil, 

grease, curing compound, or other hydrophobic material was not fully removed during the grinding 

process. The contaminated areas will reject the epoxy coating. Additional degreasing or cleaning is 

required until the water spreads uniformly. 

 

30. B — A large plaster void exposing wood lath requires rebuilding with a base coat of bonding plaster 

or patching plaster applied directly to the lath, followed by a skim of finish compound, drying, sanding, 

and priming. Joint compound alone is too weak for a large repair without a plaster base, and drywall 

patches over plaster create dissimilar surface characteristics. 

 

31. C — The correct approach addresses both the symptom (poorly adhered coating) and the cause 

(condensation moisture). Removing the failed coating from the affected area, correcting the 

condensation source, preparing the exposed metal, and spot-priming ensures that the repair will be 

durable and the failure will not recur. 

 



32. A — Drum marks from a drum sander are caused by lowering the drum onto the floor while 

stationary or pausing during a pass. The spinning drum digs into the wood at the stationary point, 

creating a groove perpendicular to the sanding direction. The drum must be lowered onto the floor while 

moving forward and must never stop mid-pass. 

 

33. D — The correct sequence is: remove loose material by pressure washing or mechanical means, fill 

form tie holes and honeycombed areas with non-shrink cementitious patch, repair spalled areas, allow all 

patches to cure, then prime and topcoat. Each defect type requires specific treatment before a smooth, 

uniform painted surface can be achieved. 

 

34. B — The MVER of 4.5 pounds exceeds the sealer's maximum tolerance of 3.0 pounds. Applying the 

sealer over the excessively moist concrete risks adhesion failure, blistering, and moisture entrapment. 

The application must be delayed until the concrete has dried sufficiently to bring the MVER below the 

specified maximum. 

 

35. C — Uneven adhesive residue left after wallpaper removal creates a textured surface that will be 

visible through paint. A skim coat of joint compound troweled over the affected areas fills the low spots 

and levels the surface. After drying, sanding, and priming, the wall will have a smooth, uniform texture 

suitable for painting. 

 

36. A — Deteriorated mortar joints are a masonry repair issue that must be addressed before painting. 

Crumbling, cracked, and missing mortar allows moisture to penetrate the wall, which will cause any 

coating applied over the joints to fail. A mason must repoint (fill with fresh mortar) the deteriorated 

joints before the painter can proceed. 

 

37. D — Tung oil is a penetrating finish that soaks into the wood. Before applying a film-building 

polyurethane over it, the surface must be thoroughly cleaned, lightly sanded to create tooth and remove 

any oil sheen, and tested on an inconspicuous area for adhesion compatibility. Oil finishes can prevent 

proper bonding of film-forming clear coats if not adequately prepared. 

 

38. B — Powder coating is a durable factory finish that can receive a field-applied latex topcoat after 

proper preparation. The powder coating must be clean and free of contamination, and the surface must 

be lightly sanded or scuffed with a Scotch-Brite pad to degloss and create mechanical tooth for the latex 

topcoat. 

 



39. C — Applying a wood brightener or oxalic acid wash to the grey, weathered logs restores their 

colour closer to the original fresh wood tone, equalizing the appearance between the exposed weathered 

areas and the sheltered areas under the eaves. This equalization helps produce a more uniform stain 

colour across the entire surface. 

 

40. A — Stainless steel requires light scuffing with a non-metallic abrasive pad (Scotch-Brite) followed 

by application of a bonding primer specifically formulated for non-porous metal surfaces. Standard 

primers do not adhere to smooth stainless steel, and aggressive methods (acid etching, steel grit blasting) 

are inappropriate for a kitchen work surface. 

 

41. D — The critical preparation step for a hard, glossy baked enamel is deglossing — thorough 

cleaning followed by sanding or scuffing to remove the gloss and create mechanical tooth. Without 

deglossing, the new coating has nothing to grip on the smooth, non-porous surface and will eventually 

peel. 

 

42. B — Differential absorption of the wall covering primer between drywall paper and joint compound 

indicates that the primer coverage is not uniform enough to seal the surface consistently. Additional 

primer may be needed to ensure that the adhesive performs consistently across the entire wall — 

inconsistent sealing leads to inconsistent adhesive bond and potential wall covering failure. 

 

43. C — Cold galvanizing compound (zinc-rich repair paint) contains metallic zinc that may create 

compatibility issues with alkyd enamel topcoats. The zinc surface may not accept the alkyd properly, 

causing adhesion failure. Testing for compatibility on an inconspicuous area and potentially applying a 

compatible intermediate primer ensures a durable topcoat bond. 

 

44. A — Chalk deposits from the degraded wall coating above have accumulated on the concrete 

foundation surface. Chalk is a loose, powdery contaminant that prevents coating adhesion — the new 

coating bonds to the chalk rather than to the concrete. The chalk must be scrubbed and washed off 

completely before any coating is applied. 

 

45. D — Flash rust on a surface that was blast-cleaned to SP 10 means the surface no longer meets the 

specified cleanliness standard. Even light flash rust indicates that iron oxide has formed, and coating 

applied over flash rust will have compromised adhesion. The flash-rusted areas must be re-blasted to 

restore SP 10 cleanliness before priming. 

 



46. B — Expansion joints in concrete floors are functional elements designed to accommodate thermal 

expansion and contraction. They must remain functional after coating — filling them with rigid material 

or coating over them will cause the joints to crack through the coating when the concrete moves. 

Masking during application or filling with flexible sealant preserves their function. 

 

47. C — A flexible abrasive pad or wrap-around sanding tool conforms to the cylindrical surface of a 

round pole, maintaining consistent contact and producing uniform preparation. Flat tools (sanding 

blocks, flat scrapers) contact only a narrow strip on a curved surface, making preparation slow and 

inconsistent. 

 

48. A — If the first coat of block filler did not fill all the deep pores, a second coat is required. Block 

filler's purpose is to fill the porous CMU surface — if pores remain visible, the product has not fulfilled 

its function. Apply the second coat, allow it to dry, and verify that all pores are filled before proceeding 

with the topcoat. 

 

49. D — SSPC-SP 1 (Solvent Cleaning) must be performed before any blasting begins. Oil, grease, and 

soluble contaminants on the surface would be driven into the blast profile by the media impact, making 

them impossible to remove and causing adhesion failure beneath the primer. SP 1 is a mandatory 

prerequisite to all other preparation methods. 

 

50. B — Shop-grade birch plywood has face veneer defects (patches, colour variations, voids) that will 

be dramatically emphasized by a transparent stain finish. The painter should communicate this concern 

to the client and recommend either upgrading to A-grade veneer plywood with a select face or changing 

the specification to an opaque painted finish that conceals the defects. 

 

51. C — Visible lines between spray passes where the overlap zone is lighter than the double-coated 

areas indicate insufficient overlap. Standard airless spray technique requires 50% overlap — each pass 

covers half the previous pass width. Insufficient overlap leaves thin strips (single-coverage zones) that 

appear lighter than the properly overlapped areas. 

 

52. A — The painter should plan the sequence so the most visible surface (the door face) is completed 

while the coating is fresh and workable, with edges painted last or first depending on the door 

configuration. Better yet, the painter should organize the work to minimize the time between the first 

and last brush strokes on any one face. 

 



53. A — If the overnight temperature drops below the minimum film formation temperature before the 

latex film has fully coalesced, the binder particles will not fuse into a continuous film. The result is a 

chalky, weak, poorly bonded film that may powder off or wash away in rain. Late-afternoon application 

in fall conditions with dropping temperatures is a common cause of this failure. 

 

54. C — Product substitutions on critical healthcare projects require formal submission of the alternate 

product's technical data, independent test results, and any relevant certifications to the architect for 

review and written approval. The contractor cannot unilaterally substitute products that claim equivalent 

performance without documented verification and architect authorization. 

 

55. B — Lime plaster cures by carbonation — a slow process that can take weeks to months. At four 

weeks, the plaster may not be fully cured, and the still-alkaline surface can saponify and degrade the 

latex binder in areas where carbonation has not progressed sufficiently. Additional cure time or an 

alkali-resistant primer may be required. 

 

56. D — Rough-sawn cedar is very porous and absorbs stain heavily. The second coat should be applied 

at a heavier rate and allowed to sit longer on the rough surface to build colour density. On rough-sawn 

surfaces, multiple coats may be needed to achieve the specified colour because each coat is partially 

absorbed rather than building a film. 

 

57. A — A 517 tip has a 0.017-inch orifice, which delivers a high volume of material. For semi-gloss 

latex on smooth drywall, this orifice size deposits more material than the wall can hold without running. 

A smaller tip (such as a 413 or 415) would reduce the material delivery rate and allow the wall to accept 

the coating without sagging. 

 

58. C — Touching up individual thin spots often creates visible texture differences (brush marks or 

roller stipple) that are obvious under the semi-gloss sheen. The most professional correction is to apply a 

full additional coat over the entire wall, which ensures uniform coverage, consistent texture, and no 

visible touch-up marks. 

 

59. B — Faux ragging-off technique requires manipulating the glaze before it begins to set. On a 4-

metre wall, the painter cannot apply glaze to the entire wall and then go back to rag it — the first section 

will have dried. Working in approximately 600 mm wide sections from top to bottom, maintaining a wet 

edge, ensures the glaze remains workable for manipulation. 

 



60. D — Two properly applied thin coats provide better performance than a single thick coat of the same 

total DFT. Each thin coat dries uniformly from the surface, achieving proper coalescence. A single thick 

coat dries from the outside in, potentially trapping moisture or solvents and producing a weaker, less 

uniform film. The specification's two-coat requirement exists for quality reasons beyond DFT. 

 

61. A — Lacquer's re-soluble nature means each new coat partially dissolves the previous coat, 

chemically fusing all layers into one homogeneous film. This eliminates intercoat adhesion concerns that 

exist with polyurethane and varnish, where exceeding the recoat window can cause delamination. The 

painter can apply fresh lacquer over the aged finish without concerns about intercoat bonding. 

 

62. C — Sheen variation between different sections of the same wall indicates differential absorption — 

the area below the window likely has a different underlying condition (different substrate, uneven 

primer, residual moisture from condensation, or a previous repair) that causes the topcoat to absorb 

differently, producing a duller appearance in that zone. 

 

63. B — A commercial kitchen ceiling requires both mould resistance and washability. A mould-

resistant primer provides the base protection, and a semi-gloss or satin latex topcoat with mould-

resistant formulation provides both the cleanability (for grease and food residue) and the ongoing mould 

inhibition in the humid kitchen environment. 

 

64. D — Dark spots appearing on an exterior painted surface months after painting — particularly on 

walls that receive moisture and shade — are most likely mould or mildew growth on the coating surface. 

Mould spores colonize painted surfaces when moisture (rain, dew, irrigation) is present and shade 

prevents UV exposure from inhibiting growth. 

 

65. A — Air trapped in the porous concrete block is pushed out through the wet primer film as the 

primer seals the surface. The escaping air creates pinholes as the bubbles push through the wet film. 

Back-rolling helps minimize this effect by working the primer into the pores, and applying a mist coat 

before the full coat allows the surface to be sealed gradually. 

 

66. B — The apparent colour difference between the first (dried) section and the current (wet) section is 

normal for latex coatings. Latex dries lighter than it appears when wet. As the wet section dries, it will 

match the dried first section. This is not a defect — it is a characteristic of the coalescence drying 

mechanism. 

 



67. B — The painting contractor is responsible for protecting all adjacent property from overspray 

damage. Before beginning spray application, the contractor should identify all potential overspray 

targets (vehicles, landscaping, neighbouring buildings) and either protect them with coverings, ask 

owners to move them, or adjust the application method. 

 

68. D — Different sanding grit sequences on the two room floors create different absorption 

characteristics. A floor sanded to 150 grit absorbs stain differently than a floor sanded to 100 grit — 

finer sanding produces a smoother surface with less stain absorption, resulting in a lighter colour. 

Consistent sanding across all areas ensures consistent stain colour. 

 

69. A — Elastomeric coatings with high elongation (300%+ stretch) can accommodate structural 

movement without cracking. In seismic zones, building structures move during earthquakes — rigid 

coatings (epoxy, alkyd enamel) would crack and fail. Elastomeric coatings stretch with the movement 

and maintain their protective integrity. 

 

70. C — Solvent-based clear coats may contain solvents that dissolve or damage water-based artist's 

acrylics. Compatibility testing on an inconspicuous area is essential before applying any clear coat over 

the mural. A water-based clear coat is typically safer over artist's acrylics, but the specific product must 

be verified for compatibility. 

 

71. B — The underside of horizontal surfaces collects excess material that runs and sags under gravity. 

Applying lighter, quicker passes to the underside first — depositing less material per pass — prevents 

runs. The top and sides can receive standard material thickness. This technique applies to all overhead 

and undersurface spray application. 

 

72. D — Accumulated compound on the knockdown knife edge drags and tears the texture rather than 

smoothly flattening the peaks. The knife must be wiped clean frequently — after every few strokes — to 

maintain a smooth, clean edge that slides across the texture without catching. A dirty knife is the most 

common cause of rough, torn knockdown texture. 

 

73. A — A bathroom with a shower stall (especially one without a curtain, using only a glass door) 

generates extremely high humidity during and after showers. Mould and mildew resistance — provided 

by film-incorporated mildewcide in both the primer and the topcoat — is the most important coating 

property for preventing biological growth in this persistently humid environment. 

 



74. C — The most effective solution is to seal the pathways through which dust migrates between floors 

— temporarily covering the stairwell openings and any floor penetrations with plastic sheeting, 

plywood, or construction barriers. This stops the dust at its source rather than trying to manage it on the 

affected floor. 

 

75. B — The painter has shared responsibility. While the drywall defects are the drywall finisher's fault, 

the painter should have identified them during the pre-painting surface assessment (using raking light) 

and reported them for correction before painting began. Once the defects are painted over, they become 

much more difficult and expensive to correct. 

 

76. D — Rain marks on uncured polyurethane are permanent surface defects. The isocyanate in uncured 

polyurethane reacts with rain water, creating bubbles, haze, and loss of gloss at each raindrop impact. 

After full cure, the affected areas must be sanded smooth and a repair coat of topcoat applied to restore a 

uniform, defect-free finish. 

 

77. A — "Zero-VOC" is defined by regulation as containing no or negligible VOCs as measured by the 

applicable test standard. However, trace amounts of other compounds not classified as VOCs can 

produce a faint odour. The product is safe as labelled, and the faint odour will dissipate quickly. The 

client can be reassured that the product meets its health and safety claims. 

 

78. D — Factory primer on fibre cement siding can degrade if exposed to UV and weather for extended 

periods during construction. Before topcoating, the painter must verify that the factory primer is clean, 

undamaged, and has not chalked or deteriorated. If the factory primer has degraded, it must be cleaned 

and a field primer applied before the topcoat. 

 

79. A — At 0°C, standard latex coatings cannot form a proper film. A solvent-based coating (epoxy or 

alkyd) formulated for low-temperature application and curing can perform in cold environments where 

water-based products fail. The solvent-based formulation does not depend on the coalescence 

mechanism that requires temperatures above the MFFT. 

 

80. A — The smooth side can be coated by roller or spray without back-rolling because the smooth 

surface allows the coating to contact the full surface directly. The textured side must be sprayed and 

back-rolled to push the coating into the texture's recesses and valleys, ensuring full contact between the 

coating and the entire textured surface. 

 



81. D — The same colour appears different under different lighting conditions — this is a normal optical 

phenomenon. The two rooms likely have different window orientations, different amounts of natural 

versus artificial light, different light fixture types, or different reflective surfaces (furniture, flooring) 

that affect how the eye perceives the wall colour. 

 

82. B — Railroading (horizontal installation) changes the orientation of the material and creates 

horizontal seams that may be more visible than standard vertical seams. Not all wall coverings are 

designed for horizontal installation — the pattern may not align correctly, the material may not have 

adequate dimensional stability in the horizontal direction, and the manufacturer's warranty may not 

cover horizontal installation. 

 

83. D — Grinning occurs when the wall or substrate colour is visible at the seams — either because the 

material edges do not butt together with zero gap, or because the material has shrunk slightly after 

installation, pulling the edges apart and revealing the underlying surface. A light-coloured primer on the 

wall and perfectly tight butt seams prevent grinning. 

 

84. A — The wall covering strip is hung over the medicine cabinet opening, smoothed flat against the 

wall on all sides, then relief cuts are made at the corners of the opening. The flaps created by the relief 

cuts are folded into the opening and trimmed flush with the cabinet frame edge. The cabinet's frame 

covers the cut edges for a clean, professional finish. 

 

85. C — Reverse-hanging (alternating the direction of every other strip) is the standard technique for 

distributing the natural colour variation that is inherent in grass cloth and other natural fibre wall 

coverings. This colour variation is a characteristic of the product, not a defect, and reverse-hanging 

distributes it evenly for a consistent overall appearance. 

 

86. B — A plumb bob is a weighted string that, when suspended freely from the ceiling, hangs in a 

perfectly vertical line due to gravity. It provides an accurate plumb reference without requiring batteries 

or calibration. The painter marks the plumb line on the wall and uses it as the alignment reference for the 

first strip. 

 

87. D — Vinyl wall covering off-gassing typically diminishes significantly within a few days to a week, 

depending on the product formulation, room volume, temperature, and air exchange rate. Adequate 

ventilation accelerates the dissipation. This is a normal characteristic of vinyl products and is not a 

health concern at the low concentrations involved. 

 



88. A — Adhesive on the face of vinyl wall covering must be wiped off immediately with a damp, clean 

sponge before it dries. Once dried, paste creates visible stains, shiny spots, or discolouration on the vinyl 

face that are extremely difficult or impossible to remove. Immediate cleanup during installation is 

essential. 

 

89. C — The chair rail serves as a natural dividing line between the two different wall coverings. 

Separate strips are hung above and below the rail, each trimmed precisely to the chair rail edge. The 

moulding covers the raw edges of both materials, creating a clean transition between the upper and 

lower treatments. 

 

90. B — Seam bubbling along the seam lines indicates that moisture has penetrated beneath the material 

at the seam edges where adhesive coverage was insufficient. Inadequate edge adhesion allowed the 

building's HVAC humidification moisture to work beneath the material, lifting it from the wall at the 

weakest point — the seam edges. 

 

91. D — When a wood conditioner does not fully prevent blotching on poplar with penetrating stain, the 

most effective alternative is to strip the stain, sand back to bare wood, and apply a gel stain instead. Gel 

stain sits on the surface rather than penetrating into the density variations, producing significantly more 

uniform colour on difficult species. 

 

92. A — The stain was not fully dry before the lacquer sanding sealer was applied. Lacquer solvents are 

aggressive and will dissolve many stain products if the stain has not completely dried and set. The 

lacquer thinner in the sealer re-liquefied the still-wet stain, lifting it from the wood and creating bare 

spots. 

 

93. C — A hand-rubbed satin sheen on a gloss polyurethane floor is achieved by mechanically dulling 

the cured gloss surface with fine steel wool (0000 grade) or a fine synthetic abrasive pad. The fine 

abrasion creates microscopic scratches that scatter light uniformly, reducing the gloss to a warm, even 

satin sheen without affecting the protective film. 

 

94. B — Danish oil penetrates into the wood fibres but does not form an impermeable surface film like 

polyurethane. The wood surface remains relatively open and vulnerable to moisture penetration. Cold 

drinks produce condensation that can penetrate the oil-finished surface and create water rings. Coasters 

should always be used on oil-finished surfaces. 

 



95. D — In the correct finishing sequence, paste wood filler is applied after staining (to allow the filler 

to match or contrast with the stained colour) and before the first coat of clear finish. The filler fills the 

open pores flush with the stained surface, creating a level base for the sanding sealer and lacquer 

topcoats. 

 

96. A — Oxalic acid is the standard treatment for water stains and iron-tannin reaction marks on wood. 

It selectively bleaches the darkened area without significantly affecting the surrounding unstained wood. 

Two-part bleach is unnecessarily aggressive for a localized water stain, and chlorine bleach and muriatic 

acid are inappropriate for wood surfaces. 

 

97. C — Stain beading on pressure-treated wood indicates that residual water repellents or preservative 

chemicals from the pressure treatment are still active on the surface. The wood needs additional 

weathering or treatment with a deck cleaner to break down these surface chemicals before the stain can 

penetrate and absorb properly. 

 

98. B — To return the handrail to its natural cherry colour, the existing polyurethane topcoat and the 

dark walnut stain beneath it must be completely stripped to expose bare cherry wood. The dark stain has 

penetrated into the wood fibres and cannot be bleached or sanded through while leaving an acceptable 

surface for a natural finish. 

 

99. D — Most clear wood finishes — including water-based polyurethane — are vulnerable to heat 

marks from hot items placed directly on the surface. The white ring is caused by thermal damage to the 

still-developing polymer structure of the finish. Trivets and hot pads should always be used to protect 

finished wood surfaces from direct heat contact. 

 

100. A — Alder is a moderately blotch-prone species that benefits from a wood conditioner or washcoat 

applied before the penetrating stain. The conditioner partially seals the more porous areas, equalizing 

absorption and reducing the dark splotches and uneven colour that characterize blotching on this species. 

 

101. C — Fresh oil-based polyurethane has a lighter amber tone than aged product on the same species. 

Over months and years, the oil-based finish deepens in amber colour as the alkyd resin continues to 

oxidize. The initial mismatch between the new and aged treads will gradually diminish as the new finish 

ages and develops the same warm patina. 

 

102. B — At 3.5 hours into a 4-hour pot life, the painter has approximately 30 minutes remaining. The 

estimated 45 minutes of spraying work slightly exceeds the remaining pot life. However, the material 



should still be usable for most of the remaining work. The painter should apply the material as quickly 

as practically possible, monitoring viscosity, and discard any remainder that becomes too thick. 

 

103. D — At 32 mils total DFT, the coating exceeds the practical detection range of low-voltage wet 

sponge testing (effective below approximately 20 mils). High-voltage spark testing calibrated to the 

actual coating thickness is required for reliable holiday detection through thick-film coating systems in 

immersion service. 

 

104. A — Zinc-rich primer applied at excessive DFT (5.5-6.0 mils versus the specified 3.0-4.0 mils) is 

prone to mud cracking. The excessively thick inorganic or organic film develops shrinkage stresses 

during curing that exceed the film's tensile strength, producing deep cracks that compromise both barrier 

protection and cathodic protection. 

 

105. B — An LEL reading of 10% of the Lower Explosive Limit indicates that flammable solvent 

vapour concentration is approaching hazardous levels. While 10% LEL is below the actual explosive 

limit, it exceeds the action level at which evacuation and increased ventilation are required. Work must 

stop, all ignition sources removed, and ventilation increased before re-entry. 

 

106. D — The specification explicitly requires a "smooth, uniform finish." Orange peel texture, 

regardless of DFT compliance, violates this appearance requirement. The painter must adjust the spray 

technique (increase pressure, reduce gun distance, select appropriate tip, adjust material viscosity) and 

re-apply the topcoat to meet both DFT and surface quality specifications. 

 

107. A — Flash rust means the surface no longer meets the SP 10 cleanliness requirement. The flash-

rusted surface must be re-blasted to restore the specified cleanliness level. The high humidity and close 

dew point clearance that caused the flash rust should be monitored, and primer should be applied as soon 

as possible after re-blasting to prevent recurrence. 

 

108. C — A comprehensive coating inspection log must include environmental conditions at each 

application stage, all products used with batch/lot numbers, DFT measurements for every coat, adhesion 

test results, holiday test results, and documentation of any non-conformances with the corrective actions 

taken. This log becomes the permanent quality record for the project. 

 

109. B — Zinc salt residue (zinc oxide or zinc carbonate) commonly forms on the surface of zinc-rich 

primers when exposed to moisture during curing. This residue is a loose, chalky material that prevents 



the intermediate coat from bonding to the primer. It must be removed by scrubbing or light sweep 

blasting before the next coat is applied. 

 

110. D — Breathing air for supplied-air respirators in confined spaces must be Grade D or better — 

tested and certified as free of oil, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, and other contaminants. The air 

intake must be positioned away from vehicle exhaust, coating vapours, generator exhaust, and any other 

potential contamination source. Contaminated breathing air can be fatal. 

 

111. A — A chalked epoxy surface is covered with degraded binder and loose pigment that must be 

removed before a new topcoat will adhere. Cleaning removes the loose chalk, and sanding or sweep 

blasting abrades the cured epoxy surface to create mechanical tooth. This preparation ensures the new 

topcoat bonds to sound, clean epoxy rather than to loose chalk. 

 

112. C — Under SSPC-PA 2, a spot measurement is defined as the average of three individual gauge 

readings taken within a small defined area (approximately 150 mm diameter circle). Averaging three 

readings reduces the effect of localized surface irregularities and provides a more representative 

measurement of actual coating thickness at that location. 

 

113. B — A 20-mil DFT on vertical walls in a single pass deposits more wet material than the surface 

can hold against gravity. Applying the coat in two passes — approximately 10 mils each — allows the 

first pass to tack before the second is applied, building the required 20-mil total thickness without the 

heavy single-pass film sagging and running. 

 

114. D — DTI (Direct Tension Indicator) washers and high-strength structural bolt connections must 

remain uncoated for structural integrity inspection. Coating can mask bolt rotation indicators, hide visual 

tension indicators, interfere with bolt retorquing, and prevent proper verification of the connection's 

structural adequacy. The specification excludes these areas for inspection access. 

 

115. A — The coating overlap at the grade line ensures continuous protection at the critical soil-

atmosphere interface — the point where the buried pipe emerges from the ground. This transition zone 

is highly vulnerable to corrosion because it is exposed to both soil moisture and atmospheric oxygen. A 

gap in coating at this location would create a corrosion initiation point. 

 

116. C — When a refinery process alarm sounds and an emergency shutdown is announced, all non-

essential personnel — including painting crews — must stop work immediately, secure all materials and 



equipment (particularly flammable solvents and coatings), and follow the facility's emergency 

evacuation procedures to the designated assembly point. 

 

117. B — The isocyanate hardener has reacted with atmospheric moisture overnight, forming a polyurea 

skin on the surface. This reaction has consumed some of the isocyanate and altered the chemistry of the 

remaining material. The contaminated hardener must be discarded and a fresh, unopened container used. 

Isocyanate containers must always be sealed tightly when not in active use. 

 

118. D — Vehicle maintenance bay floors require maximum abrasion resistance to withstand tire traffic, 

dropped tools, and chemical spills. A high-build, high-solids epoxy floor coating with aggregate (quartz, 

aluminum oxide, or garnet) broadcast into the wet film provides both the abrasion resistance and the slip 

resistance needed for this demanding environment. 

 

119. A — Visible, unfused particles in the metallized coating indicate that the thermal spray gun's arc 

voltage or flame temperature was insufficient to fully melt the wire feedstock. The semi-molten particles 

arrive at the steel surface without fully liquefying, producing a rough, poorly bonded coating. The gun 

settings must be adjusted to achieve proper melting. 

 

120. C — The failure occurred at the epoxy adhesive used to bond the dolly to the coating — not at the 

coating-substrate interface. The test did not measure the coating's adhesion because the adhesive failed 

first. The test is invalid and must be repeated with a proper adhesive bond that exceeds the coating's 

adhesion strength so the actual weak link can be identified. 

 

121. B — The stripe coat should achieve the same DFT as the full spray-applied coat. Its purpose is to 

ensure that edges, welds, bolts, and crevices receive the same film build as the flat surfaces. If the stripe 

coat is thinner than the spray coat, these critical areas will be under-protected despite the additional 

application step. 

 

122. D — Environmental monitoring during industrial coating application requires measurement and 

recording of air temperature, surface temperature, relative humidity, and dew point. These four 

parameters directly affect coating performance — film formation, drying, curing, adhesion, and the risk 

of moisture condensation on the substrate. 

 

123. A — With only 2 hours remaining in the 8-hour window and 20% of the surface still unprimed, the 

painter should prioritize coating the remaining unprimed surfaces immediately. The faint discolouration 



may be the very beginning of flash rust — priming these areas before the window closes prevents the 

need for re-blasting. Document the application timing for the inspection record. 

 

124. C — Magnetic DFT gauges work by measuring the change in magnetic field between the probe and 

a ferromagnetic substrate (steel, iron). Aluminum is non-ferromagnetic and does not generate the 

magnetic field that the gauge requires. An eddy current gauge, which generates its own electromagnetic 

field in the substrate, must be used for DFT measurement on aluminum. 

 

125. B — While all performance criteria (DFT, adhesion, holidays) have been met, the colour non-

conformance is still a specification violation that must be addressed. The topcoat must be re-applied in 

the correct specified colour, or a formal variance must be obtained from the owner/engineer accepting 

the non-conforming colour. The contractor cannot unilaterally decide to accept a colour that does not 

match the specification. 

 

126. D — At 82% RH with a rising trend toward the 85% maximum, the painter should continue 

monitoring conditions continuously. Currently, the humidity is below the limit and the primer can be 

applied. However, if the humidity reaches 85%, application must stop immediately. Proactive 

monitoring with a plan to stop at the limit is the professional approach. 

 

127. A — The elevated temperature (30°C vs. 25°C reference) has shortened the effective pot life, and 

the noticeable thickening confirms the material is approaching its limits. The painter should assess the 

material's current workability. If it sprays consistently, continue and use it quickly. If it has become 

difficult to spray uniformly, discard the remainder and mix a fresh, smaller batch. 

 

128. C — Zinc-rich primers (both organic and inorganic) provide sacrificial (cathodic) corrosion 

protection through metallic zinc dust that corrodes preferentially to protect the underlying steel. The zinc 

acts as a sacrificial anode — even if the coating is damaged, the zinc corrodes instead of the steel, 

providing electrochemical protection beyond simple barrier protection. 

 

129. B — The 48-hour maximum recoat window for the intermediate coat has been exceeded at 120 

hours. The epoxy surface has cured beyond the point where the topcoat can achieve adequate intercoat 

adhesion through chemical bonding. The surface must be abraded by sanding or sweep blasting to 

restore mechanical tooth before the topcoat can be applied. 

 

130. D — All acceptance criteria under SSPC-PA 2 are met: the average DFT (12.5 mils) exceeds the 

minimum (10.0 mils), all individual spot measurements (10.8 to 14.0) fall within the specification range 



(10.0 to 14.0), and no readings fall below 80% of the minimum (80% × 10.0 = 8.0 mils, and the lowest 

reading is 10.8). The coating system is acceptable. 

 

 


