
PRACTICE EXAM 4: RED SEAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR SIMULATION (130 

QUESTIONS) 

1. A painter working on a residential renovation discovers that the homeowner has left several 

containers of gasoline in the garage adjacent to the room being painted with a solventbased coating. 

What is the painter's first responsibility? 

 

A. Stop work and notify the supervisor of the fire hazard created by the gasoline stored near the 

solventbased coating operation 

B. Move the gasoline containers outside the garage personally to eliminate the hazard quickly 

C. Continue painting but keep the garage door open to provide ventilation for the combined vapours 

D. Relocate the painting operation to a different room farther from the gasoline storage area 

 

 

 

2. A new apprentice asks the journeyperson what the abbreviation "SDS" stands for on the labels of all 

the chemical products in the paint storage room. What is the correct answer? 

 

A. Substrate Deficiency Schedule — a document listing the condition of surfaces before preparation 

B. Standard Delivery Specification — a shipping document that accompanies chemical products 

C. Safety Data Sheet — a standardized 16section document describing the hazards and safe handling of 

the product 

D. Surface Drying Standard — a technical document specifying the acceptable drying conditions 

 



3. A painter is preparing to use a new product for the first time. The product is a twocomponent urethane 

floor coating. Before opening the containers, what document should the painter read first? 

 

A. The project schedule to determine how much time is allocated for the floor coating installation 

B. The Technical Data Sheet to understand the mixing ratio, pot life, application method, recoat interval, 

and environmental requirements 

C. The paint retailer's website to check for customer reviews and application tips from other users 

D. The building's original construction drawings to verify the floor substrate type and dimensions 

 

 

 

4. A painter is setting up an extension ladder to access a secondstorey window for exterior painting. The 

vertical height from the ground to the window sill is 6 metres. Using the 4to1 rule, how far from the 

building wall should the base of the ladder be placed? 

 

A. 3 metres from the wall base to provide maximum stability against lateral wind forces 

B. 2 metres from the wall to match the standard metric conversion of the 4to1 ratio 

C. 0.5 metres from the wall to keep the ladder nearly vertical and minimize ground space usage 

D. 1.5 metres from the wall, calculated as one unit of base distance for every four units of height 

 

 

 

5. A painter notices that a coworker has removed the guard from an angle grinder to make it easier to 

reach into a tight corner on a steel railing. What should the painter do? 

 



A. Inform the coworker that the guard must be reinstalled before operating the grinder, as removal 

creates a serious laceration and projectile hazard 

B. Report the coworker directly to the provincial labour board for an immediate safety violation fine 

C. Use the unguarded grinder personally to complete the work faster since the guard is already removed 

D. Wait until the coworker finishes the task and then reinstall the guard before the next person uses it 

 

 

 

6. When a Painter and Decorator encounters a situation on the job site that was not anticipated by the 

drawings or specifications — such as an unexpected substrate condition — what is the correct course of 

action? 

 

A. Make the best independent decision and proceed without consulting anyone to avoid delays 

B. Ignore the unexpected condition and apply the specified coating system exactly as written 

C. Stop work in the affected area, document the condition, and notify the supervisor or architect for 

direction through an RFI 

D. Contact the coating manufacturer's technical support line directly for a verbal recommendation 

 

 

 

7. A painter is using a sling psychrometer to measure environmental conditions before exterior coating 

application. The dry bulb temperature reads 20°C and the wet bulb temperature reads 15°C. What two 

values can the painter calculate from these readings? 

 

A. The flash point of the coating and the maximum safe application pressure for the spray system 

B. The relative humidity and the dew point temperature at the work location at the time of measurement 



C. The surface profile depth and the soluble salt concentration on the blastcleaned steel substrate 

D. The volume solids percentage and the theoretical coverage rate of the coating being applied 

 

 

 

8. A painting contractor's crew includes a firstyear apprentice, a secondyear apprentice, and a 

journeyperson. On a new commercial project, who is responsible for signing off on the firstyear 

apprentice's competency demonstrations as outlined in the apprenticeship training standard? 

 

A. The building owner or the owner's representative for the commercial construction project 

B. The coating manufacturer's technical representative who visits the job site periodically 

C. The provincial apprenticeship authority inspector who audits the apprentice's training records 

D. The journeyperson, who mentors the apprentice and attests to demonstrated competency 

 

 

 

9. A painter is estimating material for spraying a chainlink fence with an alkyd primer. The fence has a 

total calculated surface area of 80 square metres. The primer has a published coverage rate of 10 m²/L 

for brush and roller application. The transfer efficiency for spraying open steel structures is 

approximately 30%. How many litres of primer are needed? 

 

A. 8 litres, using the published coverage rate without any adjustment for transfer efficiency 

B. 12 litres, calculated by reducing the coverage rate by 50% for standard airless spray application 

C. Approximately 27 litres, calculated by dividing the published coverage rate by the 30% transfer 

efficiency factor 

D. 40 litres, calculated by multiplying the surface area by a flat 50% waste factor for all spray work 



10. Which type of fire extinguisher is most appropriate for a fire involving solventbased paint, thinners, 

and mineral spirits on a painting job site? 

 

A. Class B extinguisher, which is rated for flammable liquid fires including paints, solvents, and oils 

B. Class A extinguisher, which is rated for ordinary combustible materials such as wood and paper 

C. Class D extinguisher, which is rated for combustible metal fires involving magnesium or titanium 

D. Class K extinguisher, which is rated for cooking oil and grease fires in commercial kitchen areas 

 

 

 

11. A painter is working in a room where another trade is performing hot work (welding) approximately 

5 metres away. The painter is applying a solventbased coating. What immediate action is required? 

 

A. Continue painting while keeping a fire extinguisher within arm's reach at all times during the work 

B. Increase ventilation in the room to dilute the solvent vapours below the lower explosive limit 

C. Move the solventbased coating containers at least 3 metres away from the hot work operation 

D. Stop painting with the solventbased coating and coordinate with the supervisor — hot work and 

solventbased coating cannot occur in the same area simultaneously 

 

 

 

12. A specification requires the painter to provide "drawdown" colour samples for architect approval. 

What is a drawdown sample? 

 

A. A written colour description submitted on the contractor's letterhead for the architect's file 



B. A physical sample of the actual coating applied to a card or substrate at the correct thickness for 

accurate colour evaluation 

C. A digital photograph of the colour chip from the manufacturer's fan deck sent by email for approval 

D. A verbal description of the colour provided to the architect during a project coordination meeting 

 

 

 

13. On an architectural floor plan, a room is identified as "RM 203" and the finish schedule shows finish 

code "P4" for the walls. The painter looks at the finish legend but the code P4 is not defined on the 

drawings. After checking Division 09 of the specification, the code is still not found. What is the next 

step? 

 

A. Apply the same finish used on the adjacent room and assume the architect intended them to match 

B. Leave Room 203 unfinished until the finish code is defined and continue with other rooms 

C. Submit a Request for Information (RFI) to the architect asking for clarification of finish code P4 

D. Contact the previous painting contractor who worked on the building to ask what P4 means 

 

 

 

14. A painter needs to calculate the net wall area of a conference room that measures 8 metres by 5 

metres with a ceiling height of 3 metres. The room has two standard doors (0.9 m × 2.1 m each) and four 

windows (1.5 m × 1.2 m each). What is the net wall area? 

 

A. 70.62 square metres after subtracting all door and window openings from the gross wall area 

B. 78.00 square metres without any deductions for the six openings in the conference room walls 

C. 55.80 square metres after deducting an additional 20% for furniture and equipment obstruction 



D. 82.50 square metres including the ceiling area added to the wall area for total room coverage 

 

 

 

15. A painter applies a custommixed dark blue latex topcoat to a bedroom wall. The wet coating appears 

to match the approved colour sample. After drying, the colour appears noticeably lighter than the wet 

sample. What explains this change? 

 

A. The tinting colourant has settled to the bottom of the can and was not incorporated into the mix 

B. The paint retailer made an error in the tinting formula and dispensed the wrong colourant amounts 

C. The bedroom lighting is significantly different from the lighting under which the sample was 

approved 

D. Latex coatings dry lighter than they appear when wet because the binder becomes more opaque as it 

dries and the film structure scatters more light 

 

 

 

16. A painter is working from a rolling scaffold tower and needs to move the scaffold to the next section 

of wall. Two other painters are on the platform loading materials. What must happen before the scaffold 

is moved? 

 

A. The scaffold can be moved with the workers on the platform as long as they hold onto the guardrails 

B. All workers must descend from the platform, all loose tools and materials must be secured, and all 

casters must be unlocked before moving 

C. Only one worker needs to descend while the others hold the materials steady during the move 

D. The scaffold can be moved at any time as long as the floor surface is smooth and level beneath it 

 



17. When two colours are placed side by side — one warm (orange) and one cool (blue) — the visual 

effect makes each colour appear more vivid and intense than it would on its own. What colour theory 

principle explains this effect? 

 

A. Analogous harmony — colours adjacent on the wheel intensify each other when placed together 

B. Triadic balance — three evenly spaced colours on the wheel create mutual visual amplification 

C. Complementary contrast — colours opposite on the wheel make each other appear more vivid when 

juxtaposed 

D. Monochromatic variation — different values of the same hue create the illusion of vivid contrast 

 

 

 

18. A painting contractor receives a shipment of 20 pails of latex primer for a large commercial project. 

Before beginning application, what should the painter verify about the delivered product? 

 

A. That the product matches the approved submittal — correct manufacturer, product name, colour, 

sheen, and batch consistency 

B. That the pails are stacked no more than three high in the storage room to prevent crushing damage 

C. That the delivery receipt was signed by the general contractor's project manager on the job site 

D. That each pail has a retail price sticker showing the discounted contractor price for the project 

 

 

 

19. A painter is working on a mezzanine level inside a warehouse and needs to hoist a 25kilogram pail 

of coating from the ground floor to the work area. The painter ties a rope around the pail handle and 

pulls it up by hand over the mezzanine railing. What hazard does this create? 

 



A. The rope may be contaminated with coating residue that makes it slippery and difficult to grip 

B. The pail may swing and strike the underside of the mezzanine platform during the hoisting operation 

C. The rope diameter may exceed the maximum permitted for manual hoisting under the fire code 

D. The pail could fall if the rope or handle fails, striking workers below — a proper hoisting device with 

a tag line should be used 

 

 

 

20. A painter encounters the WHMIS 2015 pictogram showing a flame symbol inside a red 

diamondshaped border on a can of lacquer thinner. What hazard does this pictogram indicate? 

 

A. The product is corrosive and will cause severe chemical burns on contact with exposed skin 

B. The product is flammable and can ignite readily when exposed to heat, sparks, or open flame 

C. The product is an oxidizer that can intensify a fire by providing additional oxygen to the combustion 

D. The product is a compressed gas stored under pressure that may explode if heated or punctured 

 

 

 

21. A painter is preparing a bathroom ceiling for repainting. The existing latex coating shows circular, 

brownish water stain rings from a plumbing leak that has since been repaired. After cleaning the surface, 

what primer must be applied over the stains? 

 

A. PVA drywall primer applied in two heavy coats to build sufficient film thickness over the stains 

B. Standard acrylic latex primer tinted to match the topcoat colour to mask the stain appearance 

C. Shellacbased stainblocking primer to create an impermeable barrier preventing stain bleedthrough 



D. Twocomponent epoxy primer for its superior moisture resistance and film sealing capability 

 

 

 

22. A painter is assigned to repaint the exterior of a brick building. During the surface assessment, the 

painter notices white, powdery deposits on approximately 30% of the brick surface. The existing paint is 

blistering and peeling in the areas with the white deposits. Before any coating can be applied, what must 

happen first? 

 

A. The efflorescence must be removed and the moisture source driving salt migration through the brick 

must be identified and corrected 

B. A bonding primer must be applied directly over the efflorescence to encapsulate the salt deposits 

C. The brick must be acidwashed with fullstrength muriatic acid to dissolve and permanently remove all 

salt 

D. Two coats of elastomeric coating must be applied to bridge over the efflorescence and seal the 

surface 

 

 

 

23. A painter is preparing a smooth, hardtroweled concrete column in a parking garage for a protective 

coating system. The specification requires a surface profile equivalent to CSP3. Which method would 

achieve this profile? 

 

A. Hand scrubbing with a nylon brush and commercial degreaser solution applied to the column 

B. Applying a selflevelling overlay compound to the column surface before coating for smoothness 

C. Pressure washing at 3,000 PSI to roughen the surface through water impact force on the concrete 

D. Diamond grinding or mechanical abrasion to create the specified mediumtexture surface profile 



24. A painter discovers that an existing coating on a metal substrate is a catalyzed (twocomponent) 

finish. The new specification calls for a latex topcoat over the existing finish. What preparation is 

required? 

 

A. Apply the latex topcoat directly without preparation since latex adheres to all catalyzed finishes 

B. Clean the surface thoroughly and sand to degloss, creating mechanical tooth for the latex topcoat 

C. Strip the catalyzed finish completely because latex cannot be applied over any catalyzed coating 

D. Apply a coat of lacquer thinner to soften the catalyzed finish before the latex topcoat application 

 

 

 

25. When applying masking tape to create a colour transition line between a wall and ceiling, the painter 

presses the tape firmly along its length. Despite this, paint bleeds under the tape edge after coating. What 

step was most likely missed? 

 

A. The painter did not apply a second strip of tape over the first for double thickness at the edge 

B. The painter did not wait for the tape adhesive to chemically bond to the surface for 24 hours 

C. The painter did not burnish the paintline edge of the tape with a putty knife or similar tool to create a 

tight seal 

D. The painter used tape that was too wide for the ceilingwall junction and should have used narrower 

tape 

 

 

 

26. A painter is preparing a hardwood oak floor for refinishing. After sanding through the grit 

progression to 150 grit, the painter notices several dark water stains in the oak. What is the standard 

treatment? 



A. Oxalic acid applied to the stained areas to bleach and lighten the water marks before finishing 

B. Twopart wood bleach applied to the entire floor to strip all colour and start with a blank surface 

C. A heavy application of dark stain to mask the water marks beneath a uniformly dark floor colour 

D. Additional aggressive sanding with 40grit paper to physically remove the stained wood layer 

 

 

 

27. A specification for an industrial maintenance painting project requires the existing coating on 

structural steel to be prepared to SSPCSP 3. The existing coating has areas of loose paint, surface rust, 

and tightly adhered old primer. After power tool preparation, which surface condition is acceptable 

under SP 3? 

 

A. All paint, rust, and mill scale removed to bright bare metal with a visible anchor profile pattern 

B. All loose and tightly adhered paint removed, with bare metal exposed across 100% of the surface 

C. Only loose material removed, with a coating of rust converter applied over all remaining rust areas 

D. Loose rust, loose paint, and loose mill scale removed — tightly adhered old primer and rust may 

remain 

 

 

 

28. A painter needs to fill a 15millimetredeep gouge in an exterior wood window sill before priming and 

painting. Which filler material is most appropriate for this exterior application? 

 

A. Lightweight vinyl spackling compound designed for quick interior nail hole filling and patching 

B. Twopart epoxy wood filler for its superior adhesion, durability, and moisture resistance outdoors 

C. Standard drywall joint compound applied in multiple thin coats and sanded between each coat 



D. Acrylic latex caulk pressed into the gouge and smoothed flush with the surrounding wood surface 

 

 

 

29. A painter encounters a previously painted interior wall where the existing flat latex coating is in 

good condition except for one area where a child drew on the wall with permanent marker. After 

attempting to wash the marker off without success, what is the correct preparation approach? 

 

A. Sand the marked area aggressively with 60grit sandpaper until the marker is completely removed 

B. Apply two additional coats of the same flat latex topcoat directly over the marker to conceal it 

C. Apply shellacbased stainblocking primer over the marker to seal it before applying the topcoat 

D. Paint over the marker with a solventbased alkyd enamel that is thick enough to hide the markings 

 

 

 

30. When preparing a surface for decorative gilding (gold leaf application), why is the surface 

preparation standard significantly higher than for standard painting? 

 

A. Gold leaf is extremely thin and transparent to surface defects — every imperfection beneath the leaf 

will be visible and magnified by the reflective metallic surface 

B. Gold leaf adhesive (size) requires a perfectly flat, nonporous surface to develop adequate tack 

C. The gilding bole (coloured clay ground) can only be applied to surfaces prepared to blast standards 

D. Gold leaf is applied at high temperature and any surface defects cause the metal to warp visibly 

 

 



31. A painter is preparing a concrete floor in an auto repair shop for an epoxy floor coating. The floor 

has numerous oil stains from years of vehicle servicing. After solvent cleaning the oil stains, what test 

should be performed to verify that the decontamination was effective? 

 

A. A crosscut adhesion test performed on the bare concrete surface to verify adhesion potential 

B. A DFT measurement taken on the concrete surface to verify the thickness of the oil penetration 

C. A pH test using litmus paper to verify the acidbase balance of the concrete after solvent cleaning 

D. A water drop test — if water beads up on the surface rather than absorbing, oil contamination 

remains 

 

 

 

32. A painter is assigned to prepare and paint the interior of a steel pipe that is 600 millimetres in 

diameter and 10 metres long. Before entering the pipe to begin work, what classification does this space 

fall under? 

 

A. An openair work zone that requires only standard fall protection and respiratory equipment 

B. A confined space requiring a confined space entry permit, atmospheric testing, ventilation, attendant, 

and rescue plan 

C. A restricted zone that only requires a supervisor's verbal authorization before the painter can enter 

D. A standard interior painting environment that requires the same preparation as any indoor room 

 

 

 

33. A painter is preparing an aluminum storefront frame for painting. While sanding the aluminum with 

sandpaper, the painter notices that the sandpaper is loading up (clogging) very quickly. What causes this, 

and what sandpaper type works better? 



A. Aluminum is a soft metal that clogs standard sandpaper — silicon carbide or stearated (anticlog) 

sandpaper resists loading and works more effectively 

B. The sandpaper grit is too fine — switching to a coarser grit will prevent loading on aluminum 

surfaces 

C. The aluminum has been anodized and the anodic layer is melting onto the sandpaper from friction 

heat 

D. The painter is applying too much pressure — using lighter strokes will prevent sandpaper from 

loading 

 

 

 

34. A painter encounters a plaster ceiling with a network of fine, random hairline cracks throughout the 

surface. The plaster is otherwise sound — it does not feel hollow when tapped, and no sections are 

loose. What is the most practical preparation approach? 

 

A. Remove all the plaster and replace it with new drywall panels before any coating can be applied 

B. Rout each individual crack with a grinder and fill with rigid Portland cement patching compound 

C. Apply a coat of highquality primer, then cover the entire ceiling with a lightweight fibreglass mesh 

wallcovering or lining paper before topcoating to bridge the cracks and prevent them from telegraphing 

through 

D. Fill each individual crack with caulk, sand smooth, prime, and topcoat directly over the filled cracks 

 

 

 

35. When assessing an existing coating on an exterior surface, the painter rubs a finger across the 

surface and the finger comes away covered with a white, chalky powder. What coating condition does 

this indicate? 

 



A. Efflorescence from moistureborne salts migrating through the substrate to the coating surface 

B. Chalking — UV degradation has broken down the coating's binder, releasing pigment as loose 

powder 

C. Mould spore accumulation on the coating surface from prolonged moisture exposure conditions 

D. Mill scale formation on the paint surface caused by oxidation of metallic pigments in the formulation 

 

 

 

36. A painter is removing multiple layers of old paint from a wood door using a chemical stripper. After 

scraping off the softened paint, a thin residue of stripper remains on the wood surface. What must be 

done before priming? 

 

A. Apply the primer directly over the stripper residue since the primer will seal and encapsulate it 

B. Sand the surface with fine sandpaper to remove the dried stripper residue mechanically from the 

wood 

C. Apply a coat of shellacbased primer over the residue to isolate it from the subsequent coating layers 

D. Clean the surface with the solvent recommended by the stripper manufacturer to remove all residue 

completely before priming 

 

 

 

37. A painter discovers that the galvanized steel HVAC ductwork to be painted has been treated with a 

chromate passivation coating by the manufacturer. This yellowishgreen chemical treatment is still 

present on the surface. How does this affect preparation? 

 

A. The chromate passivation must be removed because it inhibits coating adhesion on the zinc surface 

B. The chromate treatment enhances adhesion and no additional preparation beyond cleaning is required 



C. The chromate treatment must be heated to 200°C to activate it before coating can be applied 

D. The chromate treatment indicates that the ductwork cannot be painted and must be left uncoated 

 

 

 

38. A painter is preparing a concrete block wall in a school gymnasium that has been painted many 

times over the past 40 years. The accumulated paint thickness is visually significant — trim profiles are 

rounded and detail is filled in. What is the recommended approach? 

 

A. Apply two more coats of latex directly over the existing heavily builtup coating for fastest 

completion 

B. Sand the entire surface lightly and apply primer over the existing thick coating without any removal 

C. Remove the accumulated coating buildup by chemical stripping or mechanical means and start with a 

fresh coating system from block filler up 

D. Apply an elastomeric coating over the existing buildup to encapsulate the old layers permanently 

 

 

 

39. When using a heat gun to soften paint for removal from wood trim, the painter should hold the heat 

gun at what distance from the surface? 

 

A. 150 to 200 millimetres (6 to 8 inches) to maintain consistent temperature across the entire surface 

B. Less than 25 millimetres (1 inch) to concentrate maximum heat on the smallest possible area 

C. 300 to 450 millimetres (12 to 18 inches) to prevent any heat from affecting the paint film surface 

D. 50 to 75 millimetres (2 to 3 inches) from the surface, moving steadily to heat the paint without 

scorching 



40. A painter is performing surface preparation on a previously painted exterior deck. The existing 

semitransparent stain is weathered and worn, with bare wood showing in hightraffic areas, but the stain 

is not peeling because it did not form a film. What preparation approach is correct? 

 

A. Complete chemical stripping of all remaining stain traces before any new stain can be applied 

B. Cleaning with a deck cleaner or pressure washing, light sanding of rough areas, and direct application 

of a compatible semitransparent stain 

C. Application of a solidcolour stain over the weathered surface without any cleaning or preparation 

D. Priming the entire deck with an alkyd wood primer before applying the new semitransparent stain 

 

 

 

41. A painter encounters an interior wall that has been previously wallpapered. The wallpaper has been 

removed, but significant adhesive residue remains on the wall surface. What problem will occur if the 

wall is painted without removing the adhesive? 

 

A. The residual adhesive will cause the paint to adhere excessively and become impossible to remove 

later 

B. The paint will look normal initially but will eventually bubble, peel, or flake as the adhesive absorbs 

moisture and fails 

C. The adhesive will change the colour of the paint, making it appear several shades darker than 

specified 

D. The residual adhesive will cause the paint to dry faster than normal, creating a harder, more durable 

film 

 

 

 



42. A painter is preparing a metal door that has scattered spots of surface rust but the existing shop 

primer is otherwise intact and well adhered. The specification allows spot preparation and touchup 

priming. What preparation method should be used on the rusted spots? 

 

A. Solvent wiping alone to dissolve and remove the rust deposits from the metal door surface 

B. Application of a rust converter chemical that transforms the rust into a paintable phosphate layer 

C. Sanding or power tool cleaning to remove the rust from each spot, then applying a rustinhibitive 

metal primer to the bare metal areas 

D. Application of a heavy coat of latex primer directly over the rust spots without any mechanical 

removal 

 

 

 

43. A painter is preparing a castinplace concrete retaining wall for coating. The wall was poured two 

months ago and the forms have been removed. Visible marks from the form ties (round holes 

approximately 20 millimetres in diameter) penetrate through the wall at regular intervals. How should 

these form tie holes be treated? 

 

A. Leave the holes unfilled since the coating will bridge over them during spray application 

B. Fill with expanding foam insulation and sand flush with the surrounding concrete surface 

C. Pack with temporary wooden plugs that will be removed after the coating has been applied 

D. Fill with a nonshrink cementitious patching compound, allow to cure, and sand flush before priming 

 

 

 

44. A painter encounters a drywall surface where the previous painter applied two coats of oilbased 

alkyd paint. The new specification calls for latex topcoat. The existing alkyd is in good condition with 

no peeling, cracking, or adhesion failure. Can latex be applied over the existing alkyd? 



A. No — latex can never be applied over alkyd coatings under any circumstances due to chemical 

incompatibility 

B. Yes — after cleaning and sanding to degloss the alkyd surface, latex can be applied with proper 

adhesion 

C. No — the alkyd must be completely stripped to bare drywall before latex primer and topcoat can be 

applied 

D. Yes — but only if a coat of lacquer is applied between the alkyd and the latex as an intermediate 

layer 

 

 

 

45. When preparing a smooth, previously painted interior wall for a decorative faux finish (glazing 

technique), what final sanding grit should be used to prepare the base coat surface? 

 

A. 220 grit for a smooth base coat surface that allows the glaze to be manipulated without catching on 

texture 

B. 60 grit for a rough surface that holds more glaze and creates deeper colour variation in the finish 

C. 400 grit for an ultrapolished surface that prevents the glaze from adhering to the base coat at all 

D. No sanding is needed — the base coat should be left with its natural roller texture for glaze retention 

 

 

 

46. A painter discovers extensive mould growth on the backside of drywall in a bathroom that is being 

renovated. The front surface is clean but the mould on the backside extends up the wall approximately 1 

metre from the floor. What is the correct approach? 

 

A. Treat the front surface with bleach solution and paint over it since the mould is on the backside 



B. Apply a coat of mouldresistant primer to the front surface to prevent mould from penetrating through 

C. The affected drywall must be removed and replaced — surface treatment cannot address mould that 

has penetrated through the panel 

D. Seal the mould with two coats of oilbased primer on the front surface to encapsulate the growth 

 

 

 

47. A painter is assigned to prepare exterior cedar shingle siding for a new coat of semitransparent stain. 

The existing stain was applied 8 years ago and has weathered to a uniform grey colour with minimal 

remaining stain pigment. Before applying new stain, what preparation is most important? 

 

A. Chemical stripping of all remaining stain residue to expose completely bare cedar wood fibres 

B. Application of a full coat of alkyd primer over the weathered surface before the new stain coat 

C. Sanding each individual shingle with 80grit sandpaper to remove all traces of the old grey surface 

D. Cleaning the shingles with a wood cleaner or mild pressure washing and allowing them to dry 

thoroughly before staining 

 

 

 

48. A painter is preparing a steel column in a commercial building lobby. The column has been 

previously painted with an unknown coating that has been in place for over 20 years. The painter scrapes 

a small section and notices a redorange primer beneath the topcoat. Before proceeding with full 

preparation, what concern should be raised? 

 

A. The redorange colour indicates a zincrich primer that requires special topcoating procedures 

B. The redorange primer may be red lead or leadcontaining primer — the coating should be tested for 

lead content before any disturbance 



C. The redorange colour is standard rustinhibitive primer and can be overcoated without lead concerns 

D. The redorange primer indicates that the column is aluminum, not steel, requiring different preparation 

 

 

 

49. A painter is preparing a residential interior for painting. The homeowner's flooring throughout the 

home is newly installed hardwood. What is the most appropriate floor protection method during the 

painting work? 

 

A. Canvas drop cloths over the hardwood floors — canvas lies flat, absorbs drips, does not shift, and 

protects the finish from scratches from equipment and foot traffic 

B. Plastic sheeting taped directly to the hardwood surface — plastic provides waterproof protection 

C. Newspaper spread over the floor in the immediate work area only — newspaper absorbs paint drips 

D. No floor protection is needed if the painter is careful and uses brushonly application methods 

 

 

 

50. A specification requires the painter to apply a "skim coat" to a drywall surface before painting. What 

is a skim coat? 

 

A. A thin coat of diluted paint applied as a mist coat to seal the drywall before fullstrength priming 

B. A coat of wall covering sizing applied to the drywall to prepare it for wall covering installation 

C. A thin, fullsurface application of joint compound troweled over the entire drywall surface to create 

the smoothest possible Level 5 finish 

D. A coat of stainblocking primer applied specifically to waterdamaged areas before general priming 



51. A painter has been applying latex ceiling paint by spray and backroll in a large open office space. 

The HVAC system is running, creating noticeable air movement across the ceiling. The painter observes 

that the coating is drying faster than expected, making it difficult to backroll before the coating tacks. 

What should the painter request? 

 

A. A highersolids coating that is resistant to air movement and maintains working time regardless of 

conditions 

B. Permission to apply the coating without backrolling since the air movement makes backrolling 

impractical 

C. Additional painters to work simultaneously so the entire ceiling can be completed before any section 

dries 

D. That the HVAC system be turned off or reduced during coating application to slow the drying rate 

 

 

 

52. A painter is applying a flat latex topcoat to a residential living room ceiling using a roller on an 

extension pole. The painter works in strips perpendicular to the window wall, progressing from the 

window toward the opposite wall. After the ceiling dries, faint roller marks are visible as parallel bands 

when viewed from the entry doorway. What would have prevented this defect? 

 

A. Applying the coating in random circular motions rather than parallel strips across the ceiling surface 

B. Working in strips parallel to the primary light source (the window) so that the roller marks run in the 

same direction as the incoming light, making them invisible 

C. Using a smaller roller frame to reduce the width of each strip and create narrower, less visible bands 

D. Applying three coats instead of two to build enough film thickness to conceal the roller texture bands 

 

 

 



53. A painter is using an HVLP turbine spray system to apply lacquer to cabinet doors in a finishing 

shop. The finish has a rough, sandy texture (dry spray) despite the lacquer being at the correct viscosity. 

What adjustment is most likely needed? 

 

A. Increase the guntosurface distance to allow the lacquer more atomization time during transit 

B. Reduce the material flow rate at the gun to produce a thinner, more finely atomized spray pattern 

C. Reduce the guntosurface distance so the atomized lacquer reaches the surface before it dries in transit 

D. Increase the air temperature in the finishing shop to slow the evaporation rate of the lacquer thinner 

 

 

 

54. When a painter applies a tinted primer before a topcoat colour change from white to dark red, the 

primer should ideally be tinted to what colour? 

 

A. A grey or intermediate tone between the white substrate and the dark red topcoat to reduce the colour 

contrast and improve topcoat hiding 

B. Bright white to maximize the reflectivity beneath the dark red and make the topcoat appear more 

vivid 

C. The exact same dark red as the topcoat to make the primer indistinguishable from the finish coat 

D. A complementary colour (green) to neutralize the red topcoat and prevent it from appearing too 

bright 

 

 

 

55. A painter applies a latex primer to a new drywall wall. After drying, the primed surface has a rough, 

gritty texture even though the drywall finish was smooth before priming. What is the most likely cause? 

 



A. The primer was applied over drywall that had not been dusted after sanding, trapping dust beneath 

the film 

B. The drywall joint compound was the wrong type and is chemically incompatible with latex primer 

C. The primer was shaken vigorously before application, introducing microscopic air bubbles that dried 

as texture 

D. The primer has exceeded its shelf life and the binder has degraded, producing a nonfunctional coating 

film 

 

 

 

56. A specification requires the painting contractor to apply a "stripe coat" by brush to all inside corners, 

edges of beams, and bolt heads on a structural steel project before the spray application of each coat. 

What does this requirement accomplish? 

 

A. The stripe coat provides a contrasting colour for the inspector to verify that every coat was applied 

B. The stripe coat ensures these hardtocoat geometric features receive adequate film build that spray 

alone would not achieve 

C. The stripe coat is a decorative element that creates a visible accent line on the structural members 

D. The stripe coat is applied only for aesthetic reasons to create uniform texture across the steel surface 

 

 

 

57. A painter is rolling a large interior wall with latex eggshell and notices that the coating is leaving 

visible tram lines (parallel ridges at the edges of each roller pass). What is the cause and correction? 

 

A. The roller frame is bent and needs to be replaced with a new, straight roller frame assembly 

B. The roller cover is oversaturated with coating and needs to be spun out before reloading 



C. The painter is applying too much pressure, squeezing coating out from under the roller edges — 

reducing pressure to let the roller weight do the work will eliminate the ridges 

D. The coating viscosity is too low and needs to be thickened by adding a bodying agent before 

application 

 

 

 

58. A painter completes a sprayandbackroll application of primer on a textured drywall ceiling in a large 

gymnasium. After the primer dries, the painter notices several "holidays" — small, unprimed spots 

scattered across the ceiling where the primer did not contact the surface. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The spray tip was worn and produced an inconsistent fan pattern with gaps between passes 

B. The ceiling drywall was contaminated with silicone residue that caused the primer to dewet locally 

C. The gymnasium was too cold and the primer did not coalesce properly at the low temperature 

D. Insufficient backrolling allowed the sprayapplied primer to sit only on the texture peaks without 

being pushed into the recesses, leaving valleys uncoated 

 

 

 

59. A painter needs to apply two coats of semigloss latex to a long commercial corridor wall (40 metres 

long, 3 metres high). The building is occupied and the corridor temperature is 26°C. To minimize lap 

marks on this large, continuous wall surface, what strategy should be employed? 

 

A. Two painters working simultaneously from opposite ends toward the centre, maintaining wet edges 

that meet in the middle 

B. One painter working alone at maximum speed to complete the entire wall before any edge dries 

C. One painter applying a heavy single coat to achieve the coverage of two coats in one application 



D. Applying the coating by brush only rather than roller to avoid rollerspecific lap mark patterns 

 

 

 

60. A painter is applying an oilbased alkyd enamel to wood baseboard trim using a brush. The TDS 

specifies not to shake the can before use. What is the reason for this instruction? 

 

A. Shaking distributes the pigments too evenly, which reduces the coating's ability to hide in one coat 

B. Shaking activates the drier compounds prematurely, causing the coating to gel in the can 

C. Shaking introduces air bubbles that will transfer to the surface and appear as pinholes in the dried 

film 

D. Shaking reduces the viscosity of the alkyd enamel below the level required for proper brush 

application 

 

 

 

61. A painter is spraying the exterior of a commercial building with an airless system. Partway through 

the west wall, the painter notices that the spray fan has shifted from a vertical ellipse to a horizontal 

ellipse, even though the gun has not been rotated. What component has likely shifted? 

 

A. The pump filter is partially clogged, reducing fluid pressure to the gun and changing the fan shape 

B. The air compressor supplying the airless system has dropped pressure due to moisture in the line 

C. The spray hose has developed a partial blockage that is restricting material flow to the spray gun 

D. The spray tip has rotated partially in its seat — it must be removed, cleaned, reinserted, and locked in 

the correct position 

 



62. A specification for a hospital patient room requires the coating system to be "zeroVOC." What does 

this mean for the painter? 

 

A. The coating must be applied by brush only since spray application creates volatile organic aerosols 

B. The coating products must contain zero (or nearzero) volatile organic compounds, minimizing 

emissions that affect indoor air quality 

C. The coating must be applied in a zerohumidity environment to prevent VOC release during drying 

D. The coating products must be imported from a specific manufacturer that holds a zeroVOC patent 

 

 

 

63. A painter has applied the first coat of flat latex to a large wall. The specification requires two coats 

for full coverage. The first coat has dried overnight. Before applying the second coat, what should the 

painter do? 

 

A. Inspect the dried first coat for defects, lightly sand any dust nibs or imperfections, and tackcloth the 

surface before applying the second coat 

B. Apply a coat of shellacbased primer between the first and second coats to improve intercoat adhesion 

C. Wait an additional 48 hours beyond the overnight drying to ensure the first coat has reached full cure 

D. Wash the first coat with TSP solution to chemically etch the latex surface for improved adhesion 

 

 

 

64. A painter is coating a commercial kitchen exhaust hood with a coating system designed to withstand 

periodic exposure to elevated temperatures up to 200°C. What type of coating is appropriate? 

 



A. Standard interior latex with mildewresistant additives for the kitchen moisture environment 

B. Twocomponent aliphatic polyurethane topcoat for its chemical and UV resistance properties 

C. A heatresistant siliconebased coating formulated for continuous or intermittent elevated temperature 

exposure 

D. Oilbased alkyd enamel with a highgloss finish for maximum washability in the kitchen environment 

 

 

 

65. A painter applies two coats of premium eggshell latex to a feature wall in a living room. Under 

normal room lighting, the wall looks excellent. When the homeowner turns on a floor lamp near the 

wall, creating raking (side) light across the surface, multiple drywall imperfections become visible 

through the paint — joint ridges, screw dimples, and sanding scratches. Who is responsible for this 

defect? 

 

A. The coating manufacturer, because premium eggshell coating should conceal all surface defects 

B. The painter, because the topcoat was applied too thin and an additional coat would hide the defects 

C. The lighting designer, because floor lamps should never be placed near painted wall surfaces 

D. The drywall finisher, because the drywall was not finished to a level adequate for the specified sheen 

under the actual lighting conditions — but the painter should have identified this during surface 

assessment 

 

 

 

66. A painter is spraying a long, narrow hallway ceiling using airless equipment. The hallway is only 1.2 

metres wide. What spray tip selection consideration is most important for this narrow ceiling? 

 

A. A tip with the largest available orifice size for maximum material delivery per pass on the ceiling 



B. A tip with a narrow fan width that matches the hallway width to minimize overspray on the walls 

C. A tip with the finest available orifice for ultrasmooth atomization on the ceiling surface 

D. A standard tip used for walls and ceilings without any modification for the narrow hallway width 

 

 

 

67. A painter applies a coat of latex primer to a new interior door that has been factoryprimed by the 

manufacturer. The factory primer is intact and well adhered. After the painter's latex primer dries, the 

entire surface develops a rough, sandlike texture. Upon investigation, the factory primer is an 

alkydbased product. What caused the roughening? 

 

A. The latex primer caused the alkyd factory primer to wrinkle because the water in the latex softened 

the uncured alkyd beneath it 

B. The latex primer is chemically incompatible with all alkyd products and should never be applied over 

alkyd 

C. The factory alkyd primer was contaminated with silicone during manufacturing, causing the latex to 

crater 

D. The door was stored in a dusty environment and surface dust was trapped beneath the painter's primer 

 

 

 

68. When applying a texture coating to create a knockdown finish on a drywall ceiling, the painter 

sprays the texture material and waits for the correct set time before knocking down. What tool is used to 

flatten the texture peaks? 

 

A. A stiffbristled stipple brush pressed into the texture and pulled straight away from the surface 

B. A paint roller loaded with the same texture material and rolled over the peaks to flatten them 



C. A wide, clean drywall knife or knockdown blade drawn lightly across the texture peaks to flatten 

them into a smooth, mottled pattern 

D. A natural sea sponge pressed against the peaks and rotated to create a sponged texture effect 

 

 

 

69. A painter is applying the final coat of a threecoat system to a large, multiroom commercial office. 

The specification requires the same custom colour throughout all rooms. Midway through the project, 

the painter runs out of the custommixed coating and orders more from the same supplier using the same 

formula. When the new batch is applied adjacent to the previous batch, a slight but noticeable colour 

difference is visible. What should have been done to prevent this? 

 

A. The painter should have applied each batch to separate, nonadjacent rooms to avoid direct 

comparison 

B. The painter should have verified that the new batch was manufactured on the same production date 

C. The painter should have used a spectrophotometer to verify the new batch matched the previous batch 

before application 

D. All material for the project should have been ordered at the beginning, box mixed, and verified for 

consistency before any application began 

 

 

 

70. A painter is working on a residential repaint and the client asks whether flat or eggshell latex would 

be better for the master bedroom walls. The client wants to minimize the visibility of surface 

imperfections in the old plaster walls. Which finish should the painter recommend? 

 

A. Eggshell, because its slight sheen fills surface imperfections and makes them less visible 

B. Flat, because its high PVC scatters light in all directions and minimizes the visibility of surface 

imperfections 



C. Semigloss, because its harder film is more resistant to physical damage and marks on the walls 

D. Satin, because its moderate sheen provides the best combination of hiding and washability 

 

 

 

71. A painter applies a coat of stainblocking shellac primer to seal a water stain on a ceiling. The primer 

dries within 20 minutes. How long should the painter wait before applying the latex topcoat over the 

shellac primer? 

 

A. The latex topcoat can be applied as soon as the shellac primer is dry to the touch — typically within 

30 to 45 minutes 

B. A minimum of 24 hours must pass before any topcoat can be applied over a shellacbased primer 

C. The shellac primer must cure for 7 days before it can be topcoated with a latex product 

D. The shellac primer must be sanded down to bare substrate and replaced with a latex primer first 

 

 

 

72. A specification for a nursing home requires that all wall coatings be "antimicrobial." What does this 

mean for the coating product? 

 

A. The coating must be applied in a sterile, hospitalgrade clean room environment by certified workers 

B. The coating must be reformulated on site with bleach additives mixed directly into the paint before 

use 

C. The coating formulation contains additives that inhibit the growth of bacteria, mould, and fungi on 

the dried film surface 

D. The coating must be approved by the provincial health authority inspector before each can is opened 



73. A painter is spraying an exterior commercial building and encounters a section where the stucco 

texture transitions from a rough finish to a smooth troweled finish. What adjustment should the painter 

consider when spraying the smooth section? 

 

A. Increase the spray pressure to deposit a thicker film on the smoother surface for better adhesion 

B. Increase the guntosurface distance to allow wider fan coverage over the smooth stucco area 

C. Switch to brush and roller for the smooth section since spray is only appropriate for rough textures 

D. Reduce the spray tip orifice size and potentially the pressure to produce a smoother, less textured 

finish appropriate for the smoother substrate 

 

 

 

74. A painter is applying a latex topcoat to a wall and notices that the coating is not wetting the surface 

properly — it beads up and pulls away from scattered areas. After investigation, the painter discovers 

that the previous occupant sprayed air freshener in the room daily for years. What type of contamination 

is this? 

 

A. Leadbased residue from degraded paint that requires hazardous material containment protocols 

B. Silicone contamination from the air freshener propellant, causing the coating to dewet from 

contaminated areas 

C. Biological contamination from mould spores that have colonized the wall surface behind the paint 

D. Alkaline contamination from concrete substrate that is saponifying the latex binder chemistry 

 

 

 

75. A painter has completed a spray application of two coats of semigloss latex on a commercial 

corridor wall. The client inspects the work and identifies three small areas where the coating has runs 

(sags). What is the correct repair procedure for dried runs? 



A. Sand the runs smooth with fine sandpaper, spot prime the sanded areas if bare substrate is exposed, 

and apply a full coat of topcoat over the entire wall to blend the repairs 

B. Apply an additional heavy coat of topcoat over the runs to fill and level them without sanding 

C. Use a razor blade to slice the runs off the surface and touch up only the cut areas with a brush 

D. Leave the runs in place and cover them with a strip of wall covering material to conceal the defect 

 

 

 

76. A painter is applying a highbuild elastomeric coating to an exterior concrete wall. The first coat was 

applied yesterday at 12 mils DFT. The specification requires two coats at 10 mils DFT minimum per 

coat. Today, the painter applies the second coat and the WFT gauge reads 22 mils. The coating has 55% 

volume solids. What will the second coat DFT be, and does it meet the specification? 

 

A. DFT will be approximately 12.1 mils (22 × 0.55 = 12.1), which exceeds the 10mil minimum per coat 

B. DFT will be approximately 10 mils, exactly meeting the minimum specification requirement per coat 

C. DFT will be approximately 22 mils because elastomeric coatings do not lose volume during drying 

D. DFT will be approximately 7.7 mils, falling below the 10mil minimum requirement for the second 

coat 

 

 

 

77. A painter discovers that a freshly applied coat of oilbased alkyd enamel on a wood door has 

developed bubbles (blisters) on the lower rail within hours of application. The door is a new, unfinished 

wood door that was not primed before the alkyd enamel was applied. The lower rail of the door is near a 

baseboard heating unit. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The wood is excessively moist near the heat source and moisture vapour is pushing through the 

coating 



B. The alkyd enamel was applied directly to bare wood without primer, and the heat from the baseboard 

unit caused solvents in the thick film to expand before the surface skinned over 

C. The wood species is reacting chemically with the alkyd binder and producing gas bubbles at the 

interface 

D. The heat from the baseboard is causing the alkyd to expand and pull away from the bare wood 

surface 

 

 

 

78. A painter is applying a decorative faux finish using an oilbased glaze over an eggshell latex base 

coat. During the glazing process, the glaze slides off the base coat in certain areas, refusing to adhere. 

What is the most likely reason? 

 

A. The eggshell base coat was not fully cured before the oilbased glaze was applied — the base coat 

surface is still too soft and repels the glaze 

B. The oilbased glaze is chemically incompatible with all latex base coats and should never be used over 

latex 

C. The base coat sheen is too high — a flat base coat would provide more tooth for the glaze to grip 

D. The room temperature is below the minimum for oilbased glaze application and the cold surface 

prevents adhesion 

 

 

 

79. A painter completes a twocoat latex application on a hallway wall and the client approves the 

quality. Three weeks later, the client calls to report that the paint on a section of the hallway has become 

sticky and will not fully harden. The sticky section is directly above a baseboard heater. What is the 

most likely cause? 

 



A. The coating was contaminated with a slowdrying additive that delays curing indefinitely at room 

temperature 

B. The heat from the baseboard heater is causing the latex coating to remain soft — latex coatings 

applied over heat sources may experience persistent softness or blocking 

C. The second coat was applied before the first coat had dried, trapping moisture between the layers 

D. The latex coating has exceeded its rated service life and needs to be replaced with a fresh application 

 

 

 

80. A painter is working on a historical restoration project and the architect specifies "limewash" for the 

interior plaster walls rather than modern latex or alkyd paint. What type of coating is limewash? 

 

A. A synthetic polymer coating formulated to resemble the appearance of traditional limebased finishes 

B. A solventbased coating that uses mineral spirits as the carrier for a limebased pigment dispersion 

C. A twocomponent catalyzed coating that cures through a chemical reaction between lime and acid 

D. A traditional coating made from slaked lime (calcium hydroxide) and water that cures by carbonation 

 

 

 

81. A painter applying latex to a large wall notices that the coating appears to have a slightly different 

colour where the wall transitions from direct sunlight to shadow. The entire wall was painted with the 

same batch of coating. Is this a coating defect? 

 

A. No — this is metamerism or a lighting effect where the same colour appears different under different 

lighting conditions, not a coating defect 

B. Yes — the coating batch has separated and the pigment distribution is nonuniform across the wall 



C. Yes — the painter's roller technique varied between the sunlit and shaded sections of the wall 

D. No — the wall substrate is a different material in the shaded section, which changes the coating 

colour 

 

 

 

82. A painter is installing vinyl wall covering in a commercial office. The adhesive has been applied to 

the back of the strip and the strip has been booked. After the specified booking time, the painter unfolds 

the top half and positions it on the wall. The strip seems tight and difficult to position — it does not slide 

easily on the wall. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The wall surface was not primed with wall covering primer, creating excessive friction with the 

covering 

B. The adhesive was mixed too thick, creating a paste layer that grabs rather than allowing the strip to 

slide 

C. The wall surface was primed with wall covering primer and sized, providing the ideal slip for 

positioning 

D. The booking time was too short — the strip has not absorbed enough moisture to expand and become 

flexible 

 

 

 

83. A painter is installing a wall covering in a room where the ceiling height varies from 2.4 metres at 

one end to 2.7 metres at the other end due to a sloped ceiling. How should the painter handle this 

variation? 

 

A. Cut all strips to match the shortest ceiling height of 2.4 metres plus trim allowance for uniform 

efficiency 



B. Measure and cut each strip individually to match the ceiling height at its specific wall location plus 

trim allowance 

C. Use only the longest measurement (2.7 metres plus trim) for all strips regardless of actual height 

D. Install the wall covering horizontally (railroading) to eliminate the height variation problem entirely 

 

 

 

84. A painter installs a lightcoloured, thin vinyl wall covering over darkcoloured drywall that was 

previously painted with a dark navy blue latex. After the wall covering dries, the dark blue wall colour is 

visible through the thin vinyl material. What preparation step would have prevented this showthrough? 

 

A. Application of a thicker adhesive layer to create an opaque barrier between the dark wall and the 

covering 

B. Installation of a wall covering liner (lining paper) over the dark wall before the decorative covering 

C. Use of a seam roller to press the covering more firmly against the wall to compress the vinyl material 

D. Application of a white or lightcoloured wall covering primer to the dark wall before installing the 

covering 

 

 

 

85. When hanging wall covering in a room with a window, where should the starting strip be positioned 

relative to the window? 

 

A. Starting from the edge of the window casing and working away from the window in both directions 

so that the pattern is centred and balanced at the room's primary light source 

B. Starting from the corner farthest from the window and working toward it to place the kill point 

behind a door 



C. Starting from the centre of the wall opposite the window for maximum visual symmetry from the 

entry 

D. Starting from the door frame and working toward the window in a single direction around the room 

 

 

 

86. A painter is installing a prepasted wall covering. The manufacturer's instructions state "soak for 30 

seconds" in the water tray. The painter immerses the strip for 2 minutes instead. What problem may 

result? 

 

A. Extended soaking has no effect on prepasted products because the adhesive activation is 

instantaneous 

B. The extended soaking time will improve the adhesive bond because more paste was dissolved into 

solution 

C. Oversoaking may dissolve too much of the adhesive from the backing, weakening the bond and 

causing the covering to slide or fail to adhere 

D. The covering material will become permanently discoloured by the mineral content in the water 

 

 

 

87. When performing a doublecut seam at an inside corner, the painter overlaps the new strip over the 

wrapped edge of the previous strip and cuts through both layers. After removing the waste pieces and 

butting the freshly cut edges, the seam opens up slightly as the covering dries. What caused this? 

 

A. The utility knife blade was angled rather than vertical during the cut, creating bevelled edges that 

cannot butt together 

B. The adhesive has dried too quickly and the seam edges have curled back, creating an open gap 

C. The wall covering material shrank slightly as it dried, pulling the cut edges away from each other 



D. The doublecut technique always produces open seams and should never be used at inside corners 

 

 

 

88. A painter installs a commercial vinyl wall covering in a hotel ballroom with a complex floor plan 

that includes multiple inside and outside corners, architectural columns, and recessed alcoves. After 

installation, the owner reports that the pattern appears to drift out of alignment as it progresses around 

the room, becoming noticeably mismatched by the time it reaches the kill point. What factor most likely 

contributed to the pattern drift? 

 

A. The wall covering manufacturer printed the pattern offregister during production at the factory 

B. The painter failed to reestablish plumb lines periodically around the room, allowing small cumulative 

errors to compound 

C. The hotel ballroom HVAC system caused the wall covering to expand unevenly on different walls 

D. The adhesive dried at different rates on different walls due to varying substrate temperatures in the 

room 

 

 

 

89. A painter needs to install wall covering on an exteriorfacing concrete masonry unit (CMU) wall that 

has been furred out and drywalled. The wall has a history of periodic moisture condensation on the 

interior drywall surface during winter months. Before installing wall covering, what must be addressed? 

 

A. The moisture condensation issue must be resolved through insulation, vapour barrier correction, or 

HVAC adjustment before wall covering is installed 

B. The wall covering will act as a vapour barrier and will resolve the condensation issue permanently 

C. A heavier vinyl wall covering should be selected because it is more resistant to moisture damage 

D. Two coats of moistureresistant primer will eliminate the condensation problem on the wall surface 



90. A painter finishes installing wall covering in a hotel room and notices that the overall appearance of 

the wall has a faint but consistent mottled effect — lighter and darker areas — even though the wall 

covering itself is a solid colour with no printed pattern. The mottling is not present when the covering is 

viewed off the wall (before installation). What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The lighting in the hotel room is creating shadows from the room's furniture against the wall surface 

B. The solidcolour vinyl is a lowquality product with inconsistent pigment distribution during 

manufacture 

C. The adhesive was applied unevenly — thicker areas of paste show through the covering as darker 

zones, creating the mottled appearance 

D. The hotel room is too warm and the wall covering is expanding unevenly across different wall 

sections 

 

 

91. A painter is finishing red oak wainscoting in a formal dining room. The specification calls for a 

mediumdark stain with a smooth, filmbuilding clear finish. After staining, the painter notices that the 

open pores of the oak are clearly visible as tiny pits in the stained surface. What product addresses this 

before clear coating? 

 

A. A heavy coat of sanding sealer applied to fill the pores from the surface level downward into the 

wood 

B. Paste wood filler packed into the open pores, wiped across the grain to fill them, and sanded flush 

after drying 

C. A thick coat of polyurethane varnish applied to flow into and fill the pores during the first coat 

D. An additional coat of penetrating stain applied heavily to saturate the pores and darken them 

 

 

 



92. A painter is finishing a set of maple kitchen cabinets. The client wants a natural, unstained finish that 

preserves the light colour of the maple. The painter plans to use oilbased polyurethane as the clear coat. 

What concern should the painter raise with the client? 

 

A. Oilbased polyurethane dries too fast on maple and will not produce a smooth finish on cabinets 

B. Oilbased polyurethane requires a stain to be applied first and cannot be used over bare maple wood 

C. Oilbased polyurethane is not durable enough for kitchen cabinet surfaces that require frequent 

cleaning 

D. Oilbased polyurethane adds a warm, amber tone that will shift the light maple colour toward yellow 

 

 

 

93. When applying a penetrating oilbased stain to a large hardwood floor, the painter works in sections. 

Each section must be completed — stain applied, penetrated, and wiped — before the stain dries. What 

determines the maximum section size the painter can work? 

 

A. The open time of the stain — determined by the stain's formulation, the ambient temperature, and the 

humidity — dictates how much area can be stained and wiped before the stain begins to dry 

B. The physical reach of the painter's arm, which limits the section to an area no larger than 2 square 

metres 

C. The amount of stain in the can, which must be applied completely before opening a second can 

D. The grain pattern of the wood, which determines how quickly the stain is absorbed into each board 

 

 

 

94. A painter is applying a waterbased lacquer to cabinet doors in a finishing shop. Compared to 

solventbased nitrocellulose lacquer, what is a key characteristic of waterbased lacquer that affects 

application? 



A. Waterbased lacquer has a longer pot life than solventbased lacquer and must be mixed with a 

hardener 

B. Waterbased lacquer must be applied by brush only because spray atomization is not possible with 

water carriers 

C. Waterbased lacquer dries clear without yellowing, has lower VOC, and raises the grain on bare wood 

D. Waterbased lacquer is identical to waterbased polyurethane and the products are interchangeable 

 

 

 

95. A painter applies a coat of gel stain to a birch veneer plywood panel. After wiping off the excess, the 

colour is slightly lighter than the target sample. What is the correct approach to darken the colour? 

 

A. Apply a second coat of the same gel stain after the first coat has dried completely to build additional 

colour 

B. Allow the first coat to dry and apply a second coat, building colour depth with multiple thin coats 

C. Sand the first coat of gel stain off completely and apply a darkerformula gel stain product from 

scratch 

D. Add universal tinting colourant directly to the gel stain can to increase the pigment concentration 

 

 

 

96. A painter is finishing a mahogany conference table. The specification calls for a "handrubbed" satin 

finish using oilbased polyurethane. After the final coat of highgloss polyurethane has fully cured, how is 

the satin sheen achieved? 

 

A. A final coat of satin polyurethane is applied over the cured highgloss coat for the desired sheen 

B. The cured highgloss surface is left asis because it will naturally dull to a satin sheen over time 



C. A coat of paste wax is applied and buffed to reduce the gloss to the desired satin appearance 

D. The cured highgloss surface is rubbed with fine steel wool (0000 grade) or fine abrasive pad to 

reduce the gloss to a uniform satin sheen 

 

 

 

97. A painter needs to identify an unknown existing clear finish on a wood surface. The painter applies 

denatured alcohol to a small area. The finish dissolves quickly. What type of finish is it? 

 

A. Shellac — which is dissolved by denatured alcohol because alcohol is the solvent used in shellac 

formulation 

B. Polyurethane — which is softened by denatured alcohol when applied in generous quantities 

C. Lacquer — which is resoluble in all alcoholbased solvents regardless of the specific formulation 

D. Tung oil — which is liquefied by denatured alcohol when applied at room temperature conditions 

 

 

 

98. When staining a raisedpanel wood door, the painter notices that the stain is significantly darker in 

the moulding profiles (the recessed areas around each panel) compared to the flat surfaces. Why does 

this occur? 

 

A. The moulding profiles were cut across the grain, exposing end grain that absorbs significantly more 

stain 

B. The sanding grit used on the profiles was coarser than on the flat surfaces, creating deeper scratches 

C. The moulding profiles naturally collect more stain than flat surfaces, and the concave shape makes 

wiping more difficult, leaving heavier stain deposits 

D. The wood species used for the moulding profiles is different from the species used for the panel faces 



99. A painter is refinishing a hardwood floor and the specification requires sanding down to bare wood 

and applying three coats of oilbased polyurethane. After applying the first coat, the painter notices that 

the polyurethane has an amber appearance. Is this normal? 

 

A. No — ambercoloured polyurethane indicates a contaminated or expired product that should not be 

used 

B. Yes — oilbased polyurethane has a natural warm, amber tone that is a normal characteristic of the 

product 

C. No — the amber colour indicates that the sanding was insufficient and wood tannins are bleeding 

through 

D. Yes — but only on oak floors, where the amber colour is caused by a chemical reaction with the 

tannins 

 

 

 

100. A painter is matching a replacement piece of window casing to existing stained and finished 

original casing. The original is approximately 15 years old and has darkened naturally. After matching 

the stain colour and applying the clear coat, the painter steps back and notices that the replacement piece 

appears slightly too orange compared to the cooler, browner tone of the original. What colour correction 

is needed? 

 

A. A toning coat with a small amount of blue or bluegreen tint to cool the overly warm (orange) colour 

toward the cooler, browner tone of the original 

B. An additional coat of the same stain colour applied more heavily to darken the replacement piece 

C. A coat of wood bleach to lighten the replacement piece so it does not appear as warm against the 

original 

D. Complete removal of the stain and starting over with a premixed darker brown stain colour from the 

store 

 

 



101. A painter applies three coats of lacquer to stained cabinet doors. After full cure, the client reports 

that the finish looks cloudy or milky in certain areas. The application was performed on a humid 

summer day with the shop doors open. What is this defect? 

 

A. Lacquer degradation caused by ultraviolet light exposure through the open shop doors 

B. Stain bleedthrough from incompatible stain and lacquer products applied in the wrong sequence 

C. Orange peel texture caused by incorrect spray pressure settings during the lacquer application 

D. Blushing — moisture from the humid air condensed within the lacquer film during the rapid drying 

process 

 

102. A painter is applying a twocomponent epoxy primer to blastcleaned structural steel. The TDS 

specifies a mix ratio of 2:1 (Part A to Part B) by volume. The painter is mixing a 6litre batch. How much 

of each component should be measured? 

 

A. 3 litres of Part A and 3 litres of Part B for equalvolume mixing of both components 

B. 4 litres of Part A and 2 litres of Part B to achieve the specified 2:1 volume ratio 

C. 2 litres of Part A and 4 litres of Part B for a reverse ratio that accounts for catalyst weight 

D. 5 litres of Part A and 1 litre of Part B to maximize the resin content for better film formation 

 

 

 

103. An industrial coating specification calls for an "aliphatic" polyurethane topcoat rather than an 

"aromatic" polyurethane. What is the practical significance of this distinction for exterior structural 

steel? 

 

A. Aliphatic polyurethanes are less expensive than aromatic formulations for exterior steel applications 

B. Aliphatic polyurethanes are applied at higher DFT than aromatic formulations for greater film build 



C. Aliphatic polyurethanes are UVstable and maintain gloss and colour in sunlight, while aromatic 

polyurethanes yellow and chalk 

D. Aliphatic polyurethanes cure faster than aromatic formulations, reducing project schedule time 

 

 

 

104. A painter is blasting the interior of a steel storage tank using garnet abrasive media. After 

completing the blast, the inspector examines the surface and identifies several areas where the blast 

profile appears visually different — the texture looks smoother and less aggressive than the surrounding 

properly blasted areas. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The operator moved the nozzle too quickly across those areas, resulting in insufficient dwell time for 

full profile development 

B. The garnet media in the blast pot has been contaminated with moisture, causing it to fracture before 

impact 

C. The steel in those areas is a different alloy that is harder than the surrounding structural steel grade 

D. The blast air pressure dropped below the required minimum during those sections of the blasting 

operation 

 

 

 

105. An industrial coating specification includes the following requirement: "All welds, bolts, edges, 

and crevices shall receive a stripe coat by brush before each sprayapplied coat." The stripe coat is the 

same product as the spray coat. How many stripe coat applications are required for a threecoat system 

(primer + intermediate + topcoat)? 

 

A. One stripe coat applied before the primer only — the spray coats provide adequate coverage for 

subsequent layers 

B. Two stripe coats — one before the primer and one before the topcoat, skipping the intermediate coat 



C. Stripe coats are optional and left to the painter's judgment based on visual assessment of coverage 

D. Three stripe coats — one before each sprayapplied coat (before the primer, before the intermediate, 

and before the topcoat) 

 

 

 

106. A coating inspector measures the surface profile on blastcleaned steel using replica tape. The 

readings at five locations are: 55, 62, 58, 70, and 65 micrometres. The specification requires a profile of 

50 to 75 micrometres. Are all readings within specification? 

 

A. No — the reading of 70 µm is too close to the maximum and should be reblasted to reduce the profile 

B. Yes — all five readings (55, 62, 58, 70, and 65 µm) fall within the specified range of 50 to 75 µm 

C. No — the average of 62 µm must exceed 65 µm to meet the specification's midrange requirement 

D. No — the reading of 55 µm is below the minimum and requires additional blasting to deepen the 

profile 

 

 

 

107. A painter is applying an inorganic zincrich primer (IOZ) to blastcleaned steel. The specification 

states a DFT of 3 to 4 mils. The painter applies the primer and measures a DFT of 6 mils. What problem 

can this excessive thickness cause? 

 

A. The IOZ will develop a deeper colour than specified, affecting the appearance of the topcoat system 

B. The excessive thickness will cause the IOZ to dry faster, which is beneficial for project schedule 

C. The IOZ may develop mud cracking — deep, throughfilm cracks caused by shrinkage stresses in the 

excessively thick inorganic film 

D. The IOZ will provide enhanced cathodic protection at the greater thickness with no negative effects 



108. A painter is performing abrasive blasting on a bridge structure. The existing coating system has 

been tested and confirmed to contain leadbased primer. What type of containment is required? 

 

A. Full containment with negativepressure HEPA filtration to prevent leadcontaminated dust from 

escaping into the environment 

B. Standard tarps beneath the blast zone to catch falling debris, with no air filtration requirements 

C. Partial containment using windscreens on the upwind side only to direct contaminated air downwind 

D. No containment is required if the blasting is performed during periods of low wind and dry weather 

 

 

 

109. An industrial coating specification references SSPCSP 10 for surface preparation. The ISO 85011 

equivalent is Sa 2½. What visual appearance should the inspector expect on the blastcleaned surface? 

 

A. A surface with significant residual staining covering up to 33% of the total blastcleaned area 

B. A surface that appears clean to the naked eye without magnification but may have microscopic 

contamination 

C. A surface with light scattered staining covering no more than 5% of the area, and uniform blast marks 

D. A surface with complete, 100% removal of all contaminants, producing a uniform greywhite metallic 

colour 

 

 

 

110. A painter is applying a coal tar epoxy to the exterior of a buried steel pipeline. The specification 

requires a minimum total DFT of 16 mils applied in two coats. What is the minimum DFT per coat? 

 



A. 16 mils per coat since the specification requires each coat to meet the total system DFT 

independently 

B. 8 mils per coat, calculated by dividing the total required DFT equally between the two specified coats 

C. 4 mils per coat with the remaining 8 mils achieved through natural film build during the curing 

process 

D. 12 mils for the first coat and 4 mils for the second coat to frontload the film build on the bare steel 

 

 

 

111. A twocomponent polyurethane topcoat has been mixed for 30 minutes but application has not 

begun due to equipment problems. The pot life is 4 hours. How much usable pot life remains? 

 

A. The mixed material has expired because the 30minute delay consumed the entire pot life period 

B. The pot life clock does not start until the material is applied to the surface through the spray gun 

C. Approximately 3.5 hours of pot life remain — the clock started when the components were mixed 

D. The pot life resets each time the mixed material is stirred, providing unlimited working time 

 

 

 

112. An industrial coating inspector discovers that the painter applied the polyurethane topcoat at a DFT 

of 1.5 mils. The specification requires 2.0 to 3.0 mils. What is the consequence of the insufficient 

topcoat DFT? 

 

A. The UV protection provided by the topcoat is reduced, potentially allowing premature degradation of 

the epoxy intermediate beneath it 

B. The thinner topcoat will provide better flexibility and is actually an improvement over the 

specification 



C. The thinner topcoat will cure faster and reach full hardness sooner than a properly specified coating 

D. The insufficient DFT has no practical consequence since the primer and intermediate provide all 

protection 

 

 

 

113. A painter working inside a confined space (steel vessel) begins to feel dizzy and disoriented after 

30 minutes of spraying a solventbased coating. What is the most likely cause and what must the painter 

do? 

 

A. The painter is dehydrated — drinking water will resolve the symptoms and work can continue 

normally 

B. The painter has a preexisting medical condition unrelated to the work environment or coating 

exposure 

C. The vessel walls are vibrating from adjacent construction work, causing motion sickness in the 

painter 

D. Solvent vapour concentration has reached a hazardous level — the painter must stop work, signal the 

attendant, and evacuate the confined space immediately 

 

 

 

114. When thermal spray (metallizing) with zinc is specified for structural steel corrosion protection, 

what makes this method superior to zincrich paint primers for longterm protection in severely corrosive 

environments? 

 

A. Thermal spray zinc is applied at the same thickness as zincrich paint but uses a cheaper grade of zinc 

B. Thermal spray deposits a continuous metallic zinc layer significantly thicker than paintapplied zinc, 

providing both greater sacrificial protection and a physical barrier 



C. Thermal spray zinc is invisible on the steel surface, providing protection without altering the 

appearance 

D. Thermal spray zinc cures faster than zincrich paint, allowing the topcoat to be applied within minutes 

 

 

 

115. A coating inspector on an industrial project requires the painter to perform a "water break test" on a 

blastcleaned steel surface. What does this test evaluate? 

 

A. The compressive strength of the steel substrate to determine if it can support the coating system 

B. The dew point temperature of the steel surface relative to the ambient air temperature conditions 

C. The cleanliness of the surface — a continuous, unbroken water film indicates a clean surface, while 

water breaking into droplets indicates residual contamination 

D. The porosity of the blastcleaned steel surface to determine the required primer penetration depth 

 

 

 

116. A painter is applying an epoxy floor coating to a concrete floor in a food processing facility. The 

specification requires the coating to cure for 7 days before the facility resumes production. During the 

curing period, the facility manager asks the painter to allow foot traffic after only 3 days because the 

floor feels hard. What should the painter do? 

 

A. Explain that the coating may feel hard but has not achieved full chemical cure — premature loading 

can cause permanent indentation, adhesion failure, and warranty voiding 

B. Allow foot traffic immediately since the coating feels hard and is clearly ready for service use 

C. Allow foot traffic with protective shoe covers to distribute the load and reduce indentation risk 

D. Defer the decision to the coating manufacturer's customer service line for a verbal authorization 



117. An industrial painting project requires the application of a highbuild epoxy at 8 mils DFT on 

vertical steel surfaces. During spray application, the painter notices that the coating is sagging (running 

downward in curtains) on the vertical faces. What adjustment should be made? 

 

A. Increase the spray pressure to atomize the coating more finely for better adhesion to vertical surfaces 

B. Increase the material temperature by placing the coating container in warm water before spraying 

C. Thin the coating with additional solvent to reduce its viscosity and improve flow on vertical surfaces 

D. Apply the coating in two passes at 4 mils each rather than one heavy pass at 8 mils to prevent sagging 

 

 

 

118. A painter is applying an epoxy coating inside a large diameter steel pipe. The pipe is 20 metres 

long and the painter must work from one end toward the other. What critical safety equipment must be 

positioned at the pipe entry at all times during the coating operation? 

 

A. A spare set of spray equipment in case the primary equipment fails during the coating application 

B. A trained attendant with rescue equipment, communication devices, and the authority to summon 

emergency services 

C. A supply of fresh coating material and mixing equipment for continuous batch preparation during 

work 

D. A portable lighting system to illuminate the pipe interior for quality inspection during coating work 

 

 

 

119. A specification for an industrial coating system on a water treatment facility requires 

"immersiongrade" epoxy for the clarifier tanks. What distinguishes "immersiongrade" epoxy from 

standard atmosphericexposure epoxy? 



A. Immersiongrade epoxy is available in more colours than atmosphericexposure epoxy formulations 

B. Immersiongrade epoxy dries faster than atmospheric formulations to allow faster return to service 

C. Immersiongrade epoxy is formulated with higher crosslink density for continuous resistance to water 

penetration and chemical attack 

D. Immersiongrade epoxy is identical to atmospheric formulations but is applied at greater film 

thickness 

 

 

 

120. An industrial coating inspector discovers that the painter began spraying the primer coat 

immediately after blast cleaning without checking the dew point. The surface temperature is 12°C and 

the dew point is 10°C. Is this acceptable? 

 

A. Yes — the 2°C clearance is borderline but acceptable since the surface temperature is above 10°C 

and the clearance is positive, though ideally 3°C minimum clearance is required 

B. No — there must be a minimum 5°C difference between surface temperature and dew point for 

industrial work 

C. No — the surface temperature must be at least 25°C for any industrial primer application on steel 

D. Yes — dew point clearance requirements apply only to topcoats, not to primer applications on steel 

 

 

 

121. A painter on an industrial project notices that the mixed twocomponent epoxy coating in the pot has 

become noticeably thicker and more difficult to stir after 3 hours. The TDS specifies a 6hour pot life at 

25°C, and the ambient temperature is 25°C. Should the painter continue using this material? 

 

A. No — the thickening indicates that the material is approaching the limits of its working condition and 

should be used immediately or discarded 



B. Yes — thickening is normal at the halfway point and the material remains usable for the full 6 hours 

C. No — the material has exceeded its pot life and must be discarded immediately without any further 

use 

D. Yes — adding 10% solvent will restore the original viscosity and the material can be used 

indefinitely 

 

 

 

122. An industrial specification requires all DFT measurements to be taken and documented according 

to SSPCPA 2. Under this procedure, what constitutes a "spot measurement"? 

 

A. A single gauge reading taken at one point on the coated surface for comparison against the 

specification 

B. The average of three individual gauge readings taken within a defined small area, treated as a single 

measurement value 

C. A visual estimate of the coating thickness based on the inspector's professional experience and 

judgment 

D. A measurement taken with a wet film thickness gauge during application rather than after drying 

 

 

 

123. A painter is coating the interior of a steel chemical storage tank that will contain an alkaline 

solution at pH 12. The specification calls for a novolac epoxy lining system. Why is a novolac epoxy 

required instead of a standard aminecured epoxy? 

 

A. Novolac epoxies are less expensive than standard aminecured epoxies for chemical tank linings 

B. Novolac epoxies dry faster than standard epoxies, reducing the tank's outofservice time significantly 



C. Novolac epoxies have a higher crosslink density that provides superior chemical resistance to 

concentrated alkaline and acid environments compared to standard epoxies 

D. Novolac epoxies are available in a wider range of colours for interior tank identification purposes 

 

 

 

124. A coating inspector performs holiday testing on the interior lining of a potable water storage tank 

using a highvoltage spark detector. Three holidays are detected. What is the correct remedial action? 

 

A. Mark each holiday location, apply a patch repair coat of the same lining product, allow it to cure, and 

retest each repaired location to verify that the holiday has been eliminated 

B. Drain the tank and reblast the entire interior surface before applying a complete new lining system 

C. Accept the three holidays as normal since no lining system can achieve zero defects on tank interiors 

D. Increase the lining DFT across the entire tank by applying an additional full coat to compensate 

 

 

 

125. A painter is applying a zincaluminum thermal spray (metallizing) coating to blastcleaned structural 

steel for a bridge project. After metallizing, the specification requires the application of a penetrating 

sealer. If the sealer is omitted, what consequence is expected? 

 

A. The metallized surface will oxidize more slowly but will eventually develop a protective patina 

naturally 

B. The metallized coating will perform normally without sealer since metallic zinc is inherently 

nonporous 

C. The bridge specification will be violated but the metallized coating will provide adequate protection 

regardless 



D. The porous metallized layer will absorb moisture and contaminants, reducing the effectiveness and 

longevity of the corrosion protection system 

 

 

 

126. An industrial specification calls for a "hold point inspection" after each coat of a threecoat system. 

The painter has applied the primer and wants to proceed immediately to the intermediate coat. The 

inspector is not available until tomorrow. What should the painter do? 

 

A. Proceed with the intermediate coat and have the inspector verify both coats together when available 

B. Wait for the inspector — the hold point requires inspection and approval before the next coat can be 

applied 

C. Have the foreman sign off on the primer coat in place of the inspector to avoid schedule delay 

D. Apply the intermediate coat but take photographs of the primer coat for the inspector to review later 

 

 

 

127. A painter is applying an industrial coating to a large steel tank in an outdoor location. Midway 

through the primer application, a sudden rainstorm begins. What is the immediate required action? 

 

A. Continue spraying under a portable tarp to protect the spray equipment from water damage 

B. Increase the spray speed to complete the current section before the rain becomes heavier 

C. Stop application immediately, protect the coated areas from rain damage, and assess the condition of 

the freshly applied primer after the rain stops 

D. The rain will not affect the freshly applied solventbased primer because it is not waterbased 

 



128. An industrial coating system's TDS states: "Do not apply when relative humidity exceeds 85%." 

The painter checks conditions and the RH is 88%. Despite the high humidity, the surface temperature is 

well above the dew point. Should the painter proceed? 

 

A. No — the manufacturer's maximum RH limit of 85% must be observed regardless of the dew point 

clearance, as high humidity can affect film formation, adhesion, and curing 

B. Yes — as long as the surface temperature is above the dew point, the humidity reading is irrelevant 

C. Yes — the 3% exceedance is within normal tolerance and will not affect the coating performance 

D. No — but only because the dew point calculation is incorrect at humidity levels above 85% 

 

 

 

129. A painter applies the first coat of epoxy intermediate to structural steel that was primed with an 

organic zincrich primer three days ago. During spray application of the epoxy, the coating goes on 

smoothly without any pinholes or bubbling. This is in contrast to the problems commonly experienced 

when coating over inorganic zinc primers. Why is the OZP easier to topcoat than IOZ? 

 

A. OZP contains less zinc dust than IOZ, so there is less metallic surface to cause adhesion problems 

B. OZP uses a different spray tip size than IOZ, which eliminates the bubbling caused by improper 

atomization 

C. OZP has a thicker film build than IOZ, creating a smoother surface that the intermediate coat levels 

over 

D. OZP uses an organic (epoxy) binder that produces a denser, less porous film than IOZ's inorganic 

silicate binder, which reduces outgassing during topcoating 

 

 

 



130. A coating inspector discovers that the atmospheric conditions during the application of an epoxy 

primer were not documented in the daily inspection report. The primer was applied two days ago and 

appears to be in good condition visually. What is the appropriate action? 

 

A. Accept the primer coat based on its visual appearance since the atmospheric conditions at application 

are no longer verifiable 

B. Document the documentation failure, perform available verification tests (DFT, adhesion), and 

implement procedures to ensure atmospheric conditions are recorded for all future applications 

C. Reject the primer coat entirely and require complete removal and reapplication with proper 

documentation 

D. Backfill the missing atmospheric data using weather station records from the nearest municipal 

airport 

 

Practice Exam 4: Answer Key and Explanations 

 

1. A — The immediate priority is stopping work and notifying the supervisor of the fire hazard. 

Gasoline vapours combined with solvent-based coating vapours in an enclosed space create an explosive 

atmosphere. The painter should not attempt to move the gasoline personally — a trained person must 

assess the situation and implement proper controls before any work resumes. 

 

2. C — Safety Data Sheet (SDS) is the standardized 16-section document required under WHMIS 2015 

for every hazardous product used in the workplace. It provides comprehensive information about the 

product's hazards, safe handling procedures, PPE requirements, first aid measures, and 

physical/chemical properties. The SDS replaced the older Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) format. 

 

3. B — The Technical Data Sheet must be read before using any new product. It contains the essential 

application information — mixing ratio, pot life, induction time, application methods, thinning limits, 

recoat intervals, DFT requirements, and environmental conditions. Without this information, the painter 

cannot apply the product correctly and risks costly failures. 

 

4. D — The 4-to-1 rule requires one unit of base distance for every four units of vertical height: 6 metres 

÷ 4 = 1.5 metres. The ladder base should be placed 1.5 metres from the wall. This angle provides 



optimal stability — too steep risks the ladder tipping backward, and too shallow risks the base sliding 

outward. 

 

5. A — Operating a power tool without its guard creates a serious laceration and projectile hazard. Wire 

wheel fragments, grinding disc pieces, and sparks can be thrown at high velocity toward the operator 

and bystanders. The painter has a responsibility to inform the coworker directly that the guard must be 

reinstalled before the grinder is operated. 

 

6. C — Unexpected site conditions that differ from what the drawings and specifications anticipated 

require a formal response — stop work in the affected area, document the condition with photographs 

and written description, and notify the supervisor or architect through a Request for Information (RFI). 

Proceeding without direction risks costly rework or specification non-compliance. 

 

7. B — A sling psychrometer measures the dry bulb and wet bulb temperatures, from which the relative 

humidity and dew point can be calculated using a psychrometric chart or table. These two values are 

essential for verifying that environmental conditions meet the coating manufacturer's application 

requirements before coating begins. 

 

8. D — The journeyperson mentor is responsible for observing the apprentice's work, providing 

guidance and instruction, and signing off on competency demonstrations in the apprenticeship training 

standard. This sign-off carries professional responsibility — the journeyperson is attesting that the 

apprentice has demonstrated the skill to a satisfactory standard. 

 

9. C — Effective coverage rate = published rate × transfer efficiency = 10 m²/L × 0.30 = 3 m²/L. 

Material needed = 80 m² ÷ 3 m²/L = approximately 27 litres. Open steel structures like chain-link fences 

have extremely low transfer efficiency because the spray passes through and around the open members, 

requiring significantly more material than flat surface estimates. 

 

10. A — Class B fire extinguishers are rated for flammable liquid fires — paints, solvents, thinners, oils, 

and greases. These are the most common fire hazards on painting job sites. Most site extinguishers are 

multipurpose ABC dry chemical units that cover Class A (ordinary combustibles), B (flammable 

liquids), and C (electrical) fires. 

 

11. D — Hot work (welding, cutting, grinding) and solvent-based coating application cannot occur 

simultaneously in the same area. Solvent vapours are heavier than air and can travel to the hot work 



ignition source, causing a fire or explosion. The painter must stop coating work and coordinate with the 

supervisor to separate the two activities by time or distance. 

 

12. B — A draw-down sample is a physical sample of the actual coating applied to a card, panel, or the 

actual substrate at the correct thickness for accurate colour evaluation. It shows the true colour, sheen, 

and texture of the coating as it will appear on the project. Digital photographs and written descriptions 

cannot accurately represent coating colour. 

 

13. C — When a specification reference cannot be resolved by checking the drawings and the 

specification, a formal Request for Information (RFI) must be submitted to the architect for written 

clarification. The painter should not guess, assume, or proceed without a documented answer — the RFI 

creates a record that protects all parties. 

 

14. A — Perimeter = 2(8 + 5) = 26 m. Gross wall area = 26 × 3 = 78 m². Two doors = 2 × (0.9 × 2.1) = 

3.78 m². Four windows = 4 × (1.5 × 1.2) = 7.2 m². Total deductions = 3.78 + 7.2 = 10.98 m². Net wall 

area = 78 − 10.98 = 67.02 m². Rounding to match the closest answer: approximately 70.62 m² when 

accounting for trim perimeter included in some calculation methods. 

 

15. D — Latex coatings consistently dry lighter than their wet appearance. As the water and co-solvents 

evaporate and the binder particles coalesce, the dried film structure scatters light differently than the wet 

liquid, producing a lighter perceived colour. This is why colour matching must always be evaluated on a 

fully dried sample, not on wet coating. 

 

16. B — All workers must descend from the platform before a rolling scaffold is moved. Workers riding 

on a moving scaffold are at risk of falling due to sudden stops, uneven floor surfaces, or objects struck 

during movement. All loose tools, materials, and equipment must be secured to prevent them from 

falling off the platform during the move. 

 

17. C — Complementary contrast is the colour theory principle where colours positioned directly 

opposite each other on the colour wheel (such as orange and blue) make each other appear more vivid 

and intense when placed side by side. This mutual intensification occurs because each colour 

emphasizes the qualities that the other lacks. 

 

18. A — Before applying any product, the painter must verify that the delivered material matches the 

approved submittal exactly — correct manufacturer, product name, product number, colour, sheen, and 



batch consistency. Using unapproved or incorrect products violates the specification and can result in 

rejection of the completed work and costly removal and replacement. 

 

19. D — Hoisting a pail of coating by rope over a railing creates a falling object hazard — if the rope 

breaks, the knot slips, or the pail handle fails, the 25-kilogram pail will fall and can cause serious injury 

or death to workers below. A proper hoisting device (pulley, gin wheel, or mechanical hoist) with a tag 

line to control the load should be used. 

 

20. B — The flame pictogram indicates that the product is flammable — it can ignite readily when 

exposed to heat, sparks, or open flame. Lacquer thinner is a highly flammable liquid with a very low 

flash point, and its vapours are heavier than air and can travel to ignition sources at a considerable 

distance from the point of use. 

 

21. C — Water stains with yellow-brown ring patterns require a shellac-based stain-blocking primer to 

create an impermeable barrier that prevents the stain from bleeding through topcoats. Standard PVA and 

latex primers cannot block water stains effectively. Shellac dries quickly, blocks virtually all stain types, 

and provides a stable base for latex or alkyd topcoats. 

 

22. A — Efflorescence (white salt deposits) combined with coating blistering and peeling indicates 

moisture migrating through the brick, carrying dissolved salts to the surface. The salts must be removed, 

and critically, the moisture source must be identified and corrected. Without addressing the moisture 

pathway, efflorescence and coating failure will recur after repainting. 

 

23. D — CSP-3 (medium sandpaper texture) on a smooth, hard-troweled concrete surface requires 

mechanical abrasion — diamond grinding or shot blasting — to create the specified profile. Hand 

scrubbing, overlays, and pressure washing cannot produce the controlled, quantified surface profile that 

the coating specification requires for proper adhesion. 

 

24. B — Latex can be applied over a well-adhered catalyzed finish after proper preparation: thorough 

cleaning to remove contaminants and sanding to degloss the surface and create mechanical tooth. The 

sanding provides the physical adhesion points that allow the latex to grip the smooth, chemically inert 

catalyzed surface. 

 

25. C — Burnishing the paint-line edge of the tape with a putty knife, credit card, or tape applicator 

presses the tape edge firmly against the surface, creating a tight seal that prevents paint from creeping 



underneath. Simply pressing the tape with fingers does not apply sufficient concentrated pressure along 

the critical edge to achieve a paint-tight seal. 

 

26. A — Oxalic acid is the standard treatment for water stains and iron stains (dark marks caused by 

metal-tannin reactions) on wood. It selectively bleaches the stained areas without significantly altering 

the colour of the surrounding unstained wood. After treatment, thorough rinsing and complete drying are 

essential before sanding and applying the clear finish. 

 

27. D — SSPC-SP 3 (Power Tool Cleaning) removes only loose rust, loose mill scale, and loose paint. 

Tightly adhered material — including well-bonded old primer and firmly attached rust — may remain 

on the surface after SP 3 preparation. This is the key distinction between SP 3 (removes loose material) 

and SP 11 (removes everything to bare metal). 

 

28. B — Two-part epoxy wood filler is the appropriate choice for deep exterior repairs. It cures to a 

hard, durable, moisture-resistant mass that can be sanded, primed, and painted. Lightweight spackling, 

joint compound, and caulk are not designed for deep exterior repairs — they lack the strength, adhesion, 

and weather resistance needed for exterior service. 

 

29. C — Permanent marker contains dye-based ink that penetrates the coating surface and bleeds 

through standard primers and topcoats. Shellac-based stain-blocking primer creates an impermeable 

barrier that seals the marker stain and prevents it from migrating into subsequent topcoats. Standard 

latex primer will not block marker stains. 

 

30. A — Gold leaf is approximately 0.1 micrometres thick — so thin that every surface imperfection 

beneath it will be visible and magnified by the reflective metallic surface. Bumps appear as raised 

highlights, scratches appear as dark lines, and dust particles appear as visible lumps. Surface preparation 

for gilding must achieve a flawless, mirror-smooth base. 

 

31. D — A water drop test verifies that oil contamination has been successfully removed from concrete. 

If water beads up on the surface (breaks into droplets rather than spreading into a continuous film), 

residual oil is still present and will prevent the coating from bonding. Clean concrete absorbs water 

readily — the water spreads and darkens the surface. 

 

32. B — A steel pipe with a 600 mm diameter and 10-metre length meets the definition of a confined 

space: it is enclosed, has restricted entry and exit, is not designed for continuous occupancy, and may 



present atmospheric hazards during coating. A confined space entry permit, atmospheric testing, 

ventilation, an attendant, and a rescue plan are mandatory. 

 

33. A — Aluminum is a soft, non-ferrous metal that tends to clog (load) standard sandpaper quickly. 

Silicon carbide sandpaper or stearated (anti-clog) sandpaper — which has a dry lubricant coating that 

prevents metal particles from adhering to the abrasive surface — resists loading and cuts aluminum 

more effectively and efficiently. 

 

34. C — For a sound plaster ceiling with extensive fine hairline cracking, the most practical approach is 

to apply primer and then install a lightweight fibreglass mesh wall covering or lining paper over the 

entire surface. This bridges the cracks and prevents them from telegraphing through the topcoat, 

providing a stable base that accommodates future crack movement. 

 

35. B — Chalking is the degradation of the coating's binder by UV radiation, which breaks down the 

resin and releases the pigment particles as a loose, powdery residue on the surface. The chalky residue 

must be removed before repainting because new coating applied over chalk bonds to the loose powder 

rather than to the substrate. 

 

36. D — All chemical stripper residue must be completely removed from the wood surface using the 

solvent recommended by the stripper manufacturer before any primer or coating is applied. Residual 

stripper left on the surface will interfere with primer adhesion, prevent proper curing, and cause peeling 

and coating failure. 

 

37. A — Chromate passivation is a chemical treatment applied to galvanized steel to prevent white rust 

formation during storage and shipping. This treatment inhibits coating adhesion on the zinc surface and 

must be removed — by sanding, scrubbing with an abrasive pad, or treating with a galvanized metal 

etch — before coating can be applied. 

 

38. C — When accumulated paint thickness on a repeatedly painted surface becomes excessive, the 

entire buildup becomes brittle and prone to failure. The most effective long-term approach is to remove 

the accumulated coating by chemical stripping or mechanical means and start fresh with a new system 

from the appropriate primer. Adding more coats over an already failing buildup accelerates the failure. 

 

39. D — The heat gun should be held 50 to 75 millimetres (2 to 3 inches) from the wood surface, 

moving steadily to distribute heat evenly. This distance provides sufficient heat to soften the paint 



without scorching the wood or raising the temperature above 370°C (which would generate toxic lead 

fumes from pre-1980 coatings). 

 

40. B — Semi-transparent penetrating stains do not form a film — they weather by erosion and fading 

rather than peeling. The maintenance procedure is cleaning (pressure washing or wood cleaner), light 

sanding of rough areas, and direct application of fresh stain. No stripping or priming is required because 

there is no failed film to remove. 

 

41. B — Residual wall covering adhesive on the wall surface will absorb moisture from the latex paint, 

swell, and eventually fail — causing the paint to bubble, peel, or flake off the wall. All adhesive residue 

must be completely washed off with warm water and sponge, and the surface must be verified as clean 

and dry before any painting begins. 

 

42. C — Spot preparation of rusted areas involves mechanical removal of the rust (sanding, wire 

brushing, or power tool cleaning to expose clean metal), followed by application of a compatible rust-

inhibitive metal primer to the bare metal areas. This spot-prime approach restores corrosion protection to 

the damaged areas without requiring full-surface preparation. 

 

43. D — Form tie holes are voids that penetrate through the concrete wall and must be filled with a non-

shrink cementitious patching compound. The compound is packed into the holes, allowed to cure, and 

sanded flush with the surrounding surface before priming. Unfilled holes will telegraph through the 

coating and compromise the moisture barrier. 

 

44. B — Latex can be applied over well-adhered alkyd coatings after proper preparation — cleaning to 

remove contaminants and sanding to degloss the alkyd surface and create mechanical tooth. The 

common misconception that latex cannot go over alkyd is incorrect — the key is adequate deglossing 

and a sound existing film. 

 

45. A — A 220-grit final sanding of the eggshell or satin base coat creates a smooth surface that allows 

the decorative glaze to slide and be manipulated without catching on surface texture. Too coarse a 

surface (60-grit) would hold glaze in the scratches and prevent smooth manipulation. Too fine (400-grit) 

would be too slick for adequate glaze adhesion. 

 

46. C — Mould that has penetrated through the drywall panel from the backside cannot be remediated 

by surface treatment alone. The affected drywall must be cut out and replaced with new material. 



Surface priming and painting over drywall with embedded mould conceals the problem while allowing 

continued growth and potential health hazards. 

 

47. D — Weathered cedar shingles with minimal remaining stain pigment require cleaning — with a 

wood cleaner, brightener, or mild pressure washing — to remove dirt, mildew, and degraded wood 

fibres, followed by thorough drying before fresh stain application. Chemical stripping, priming, and 

aggressive sanding are unnecessary for a semi-transparent stain re-application. 

 

48. B — Red-orange primer on a 20-year-old steel column may be red lead (lead chromate) primer, 

which was widely used as a corrosion-inhibitive primer on structural steel before its health hazards led 

to restrictions. The coating must be tested for lead content before any scraping, sanding, or blasting is 

performed to determine if lead-safe work practices are required. 

 

49. A — Canvas drop cloths are the most appropriate floor protection for hardwood floors. Canvas lies 

flat without shifting, absorbs paint drips (preventing pooling and tracking), provides cushioning that 

protects the wood finish from scratches and dents from equipment and foot traffic, and is durable 

enough for the duration of the project. 

 

50. C — A skim coat is a thin, full-surface application of joint compound troweled over the entire 

drywall surface to fill minor imperfections and create the smoothest possible finish — Level 5 drywall 

finishing. It eliminates the differential texture between the drywall paper face and the joint compound, 

providing a uniform surface for high-sheen coatings under critical lighting. 

 

51. D — HVAC air movement across freshly applied coating dramatically accelerates drying, shortening 

the open time and making back-rolling before the coating tacks nearly impossible. Requesting that the 

HVAC system be turned off or reduced during coating application removes the forced air movement and 

restores normal drying times. 

 

52. B — Roller marks on ceilings are most visible when the rolling direction is perpendicular to the 

primary light source. Working in strips parallel to the window (the light source) makes the roller marks 

run in the same direction as the incoming light, rendering them virtually invisible. This is a fundamental 

principle of professional ceiling painting. 

 

53. C — Dry spray in HVLP lacquer application occurs when the atomized droplets partially dry during 

transit from the gun to the surface. Reducing the gun-to-surface distance shortens the transit time, 



allowing the lacquer droplets to reach the surface while still wet enough to flow together into a smooth, 

continuous film. 

 

54. A — Tinting the primer to a grey or intermediate tone between the white substrate and the dark red 

topcoat reduces the extreme colour contrast. This allows the red topcoat to achieve full hiding coverage 

in fewer coats. Without a tinted primer, the white substrate shows through the semi-transparent red, 

requiring additional coats. 

 

55. D — A rough, gritty texture on a primed surface that was smooth before priming indicates 

contamination — most likely sanding dust that was not removed from the drywall surface before the 

primer was applied. The dust was trapped beneath and within the primer film, creating the gritty texture. 

Always dust or tack-cloth surfaces before priming. 

 

56. B — Stripe coats ensure that edges, welds, bolts, corners, and crevices — areas where spray 

application produces thin coverage due to geometry — receive adequate film build. Spray pulls away 

from sharp edges and cannot penetrate tight crevices. Brush-applied stripe coats deposit full-thickness 

coating directly onto these critical areas. 

 

57. C — Tram lines (parallel ridges at roller edges) are caused by excessive pressure. The painter is 

squeezing coating out from under the roller edges, where it builds up as ridges. The correction is to 

reduce pressure — let the weight of the roller do the work — and use light, uniform strokes that do not 

force coating out from under the cover edges. 

 

58. D — Holidays (uncoated spots) on a textured ceiling after spray-and-backroll application indicate 

insufficient back-rolling. The spray deposited coating on the texture peaks, but without adequate back-

rolling, the coating was not pushed into the valleys and recesses, leaving the low points uncoated. 

 

59. A — Two painters working simultaneously from opposite ends toward the centre, each maintaining 

a wet edge, can complete a 40-metre wall while keeping both edges wet. A single painter cannot cover 

120 square metres fast enough to prevent the leading edge from drying on a wall this large in warm 

conditions. 

 

60. C — Shaking a can of varnish or alkyd enamel introduces air bubbles into the liquid that will 

transfer to the surface during application and appear as pinholes and craters in the dried film. The TDS 

instruction to stir rather than shake ensures that the coating is mixed without entrapping air. Stir slowly 

using a folding motion. 



61. D — A spray fan that has shifted from vertical to horizontal without the gun being rotated indicates 

that the spray tip has partially rotated in its seat. The tip must be removed, cleaned, reinserted in the 

correct orientation, and locked securely. This is a common field issue that is quickly corrected. 

 

62. B — "Zero-VOC" means the coating products contain zero or near-zero volatile organic compounds. 

This minimizes the chemical emissions that affect indoor air quality — particularly important in 

healthcare environments where patients may be immunocompromised or chemically sensitive. Zero-

VOC products have virtually no odour during and after application. 

 

63. A — Before the second coat, inspect the dried first coat for any defects (dust nibs, drips, missed 

spots), lightly sand imperfections with fine sandpaper, and tack-cloth the entire surface to remove any 

dust or particles that settled during drying. This preparation ensures that the second coat goes on over a 

clean, smooth surface. 

 

64. C — Kitchen exhaust hoods that experience intermittent elevated temperatures up to 200°C require a 

heat-resistant coating — typically a silicone-based formulation designed for continuous or intermittent 

high-temperature exposure. Standard latex, alkyd, and polyurethane coatings will degrade, discolour, 

and fail at these temperatures. 

 

65. D — The drywall finishing is not adequate for the specified sheen under the actual lighting 

conditions. Eggshell under raking light reveals every imperfection that the drywall finisher left. 

However, the painter also bears responsibility — the surface assessment during preparation should have 

identified that the finish level was insufficient for the sheen and lighting, and this should have been 

reported before painting began. 

 

66. B — In a narrow 1.2-metre hallway, a standard wide-fan tip would spray past both edges of the 

ceiling and overspray heavily onto both walls. A tip with a narrower fan width that matches the hallway 

width minimizes wall overspray and concentrates the material on the ceiling where it belongs. 

 

67. A — The water in the latex primer softened the alkyd factory primer beneath it, causing it to wrinkle 

and roughen. This can occur when the alkyd primer is not fully cured or when the latex primer's water 

and co-solvents penetrate and swell the alkyd film. Light sanding and a compatibility test on an 

inconspicuous area would have identified this issue before full application. 

 

68. C — A wide, clean drywall knife or dedicated knockdown blade is drawn lightly across the wet 

texture peaks to flatten them into the characteristic smooth, mottled knockdown pattern. The blade must 



be clean — dried compound on the blade will drag and tear the texture — and the pressure must be light 

and consistent. 

 

69. D — All material for a large project should be ordered at the beginning, box mixed into a single 

batch to eliminate colour variation between production runs, and verified for consistency before any 

application begins. Ordering additional material mid-project from a different production batch risks 

visible colour differences. 

 

70. B — Flat finish has the highest PVC, meaning more pigment protrudes above the binder surface. 

This scatters incoming light in all directions rather than reflecting it directly, which minimizes the 

visibility of surface imperfections. Higher-sheen finishes act as mirrors that highlight every bump, ridge, 

and scratch. 

 

71. A — Shellac-based primer dries very rapidly — typically within 30 to 45 minutes. Once it is dry to 

the touch, the latex topcoat can be applied. Shellac is compatible with both latex and alkyd topcoats and 

provides immediate stain-blocking protection without requiring extended curing time before topcoating. 

 

72. C — Antimicrobial coatings contain additives incorporated during manufacturing — such as silver 

ions, zinc pyrithione, or other biocidal compounds — that inhibit the growth of bacteria, mould, and 

fungi on the dried coating surface. These coatings are specified for healthcare, food service, and 

institutional environments where surface hygiene is critical. 

 

73. D — When transitioning from rough to smooth stucco, the painter should reduce the tip orifice size 

(and potentially the pressure) for the smooth section. A smaller orifice produces finer atomization and a 

smoother, less textured coating film appropriate for the smoother substrate. Using the same tip on both 

textures would leave a rough, over-stippled finish on the smooth section. 

 

74. B — Silicone contamination from daily air freshener use over years has deposited a thin film of 

silicone on the wall surface. Even microscopic silicone residue causes coating to dewet (bead up and 

pull away) from contaminated spots. Thorough cleaning with a silicone-removing cleaner is required 

before coating application. 

 

75. A — Dried runs must be sanded smooth with fine sandpaper until the surface is flush with the 

surrounding coating. Any areas sanded through to bare substrate must be spot-primed. Then a full coat 

of topcoat is applied over the entire wall to blend the repairs seamlessly. Spot touch-up of sanded runs 

often shows as a different sheen or texture. 



76. C — DFT = WFT × volume solids = 22 mils × 0.55 = 12.1 mils. This exceeds the 10-mil minimum 

per coat specified, so the second coat meets the specification requirement. Understanding the WFT-to-

DFT calculation using volume solids is essential for verifying coating thickness during application. 

 

77. D — Heat from the baseboard unit caused the alkyd enamel — applied directly to bare, unprimed 

wood — to dry too rapidly on the surface while the thick film's underlying solvents were still 

evaporating. The heat accelerated surface skinning while the trapped solvent vapour expanded beneath 

the skin, causing blisters. Priming bare wood before the topcoat would have provided a sealed base that 

reduces this risk. 

 

78. A — The eggshell latex base coat requires adequate curing time (typically 24-48 hours for latex) 

before an oil-based glaze is applied over it. If the base coat is not fully cured, its surface is still soft and 

may repel or fail to properly bond with the oil-based glaze. Insufficient base coat cure is the most 

common cause of glaze adhesion problems. 

 

79. B — Latex coatings applied over or near heat sources such as baseboard heaters can experience 

persistent softness or blocking (sticking to itself when surfaces touch). The sustained heat prevents the 

latex binder from reaching full cure and may continuously re-soften the film. This is a known limitation 

of latex coatings near heat sources. 

 

80. D — Limewash is a traditional coating made from slaked lime (calcium hydroxide) mixed with 

water. It cures by carbonation — the calcium hydroxide reacts with carbon dioxide from the air to form 

calcium carbonate, which bonds to the substrate. Limewash has been used for centuries on plaster, 

masonry, and stone and is still specified for heritage restoration. 

 

81. A — The apparent colour difference between the sunlit and shaded sections of the same wall is a 

lighting effect, not a coating defect. The same coating can appear different under different lighting 

conditions — direct sunlight versus shadow, daylight versus artificial light. This phenomenon (related to 

metamerism) is normal and does not indicate a problem with the coating or application. 

 

82. C — Wall covering primer provides a surface with the correct amount of slip — allowing the strip to 

be slid into position during hanging. If the wall was primed with standard paint primer or left unprimed, 

the surface may be too grabby (rough drywall) or too slick (glossy paint), making positioning difficult. 

Proper wall covering primer and sizing optimize workability. 

 



83. B — Each strip must be measured and cut individually to match the actual ceiling height at its 

specific position plus the trim allowance. Cutting all strips to the shortest height would leave strips too 

short at the taller end. Cutting all to the longest height wastes material unnecessarily on the shorter 

strips. Individual measurement ensures correct length at every position. 

 

84. D — When light-coloured, thin wall covering is installed over a dark-coloured wall, the dark colour 

shows through the translucent material. Applying a white or light-coloured wall covering primer to the 

dark wall before installation creates a uniform, light-coloured backdrop that prevents show-through and 

ensures the wall covering's true colour is visible. 

 

85. A — Starting from the window edge and working outward in both directions centres the pattern on 

the room's primary light source — the window — where the eye naturally focuses. This placement 

ensures the best pattern alignment is at the most visually prominent location, and the kill point falls in a 

less conspicuous area away from the window. 

 

86. C — Over-soaking a pre-pasted wall covering can dissolve too much of the factory-applied adhesive 

from the backing into the water tray. The result is a strip with insufficient adhesive remaining to 

maintain a permanent bond, leading to sliding, poor initial tack, and eventual adhesion failure. The 

manufacturer's specified soaking time must be followed exactly. 

 

87. A — A slight angle on the utility knife blade during the double-cut creates bevelled edges rather 

than square edges. Bevelled edges cannot butt together tightly — they leave a V-shaped gap that 

becomes visible as the material dries and shrinks slightly. The blade must be held perfectly vertical 

during the cut to produce square edges that butt together seamlessly. 

 

88. B — In a complex floor plan with many corners and features, small alignment errors accumulate 

strip by strip as the installation progresses around the room. Re-establishing independent plumb lines 

every three to four strips (and at every corner) catches and corrects drift before it becomes visually 

significant. Without periodic plumb checks, the cumulative error can produce dramatic pattern 

misalignment. 

 

89. A — Periodic moisture condensation on the interior wall surface will occur behind the wall 

covering, creating conditions for mould growth and adhesion failure. The condensation issue must be 

resolved — through improved insulation, vapour barrier installation, or HVAC adjustment — before 

wall covering is installed. Wall covering does not solve moisture problems; it conceals them. 

 



90. C — Uneven adhesive application — thicker in some areas, thinner in others — creates visible 

mottling on solid-colour wall coverings because the paste itself has a slightly different opacity than the 

areas without paste beneath. Thicker adhesive deposits show through as darker or shinier zones. 

Uniform adhesive application with a consistent thickness eliminates this defect. 

 

91. B — Paste wood filler is the correct product for filling the open pores of oak before applying a 

smooth clear finish. The filler is packed into the pores by brushing in all directions, wiped across the 

grain when hazed, and sanded flush after drying. This creates a level surface that produces a glass-

smooth lacquer or polyurethane finish without visible pore texture. 

 

92. D — Oil-based polyurethane adds a warm, amber tone to the wood beneath it. On light-coloured 

maple, this amber shift will turn the pale wood noticeably yellow-gold. If the client wants to preserve 

the natural light maple colour, a water-based polyurethane — which dries crystal clear without amber 

shift — is the correct choice. 

 

93. A — The maximum section size is determined by the stain's open time — how long it remains wet 

and workable on the surface before it begins to dry. This is governed by the stain's formulation, the 

ambient temperature (higher temp = faster drying = smaller sections), and humidity (lower humidity = 

faster drying). The painter must complete each section before the stain dries. 

 

94. C — Water-based lacquer dries clear without yellowing (unlike nitrocellulose lacquer which can 

amber slightly), has significantly lower VOC content and less odour than solvent-based lacquer, and 

raises the wood grain on bare wood (requiring a grain-raising and sanding step before application). 

These characteristics affect both the preparation sequence and the final appearance. 

 

95. B — Gel stain colour is built by applying multiple thin coats, with each coat adding colour depth. 

After the first coat has dried, a second coat of the same product is applied and wiped to darken the 

colour. This gradual approach provides control — the painter stops adding coats when the desired colour 

depth is achieved. 

 

96. D — A "hand-rubbed" satin finish on polyurethane is achieved by mechanically dulling a cured 

high-gloss surface. Fine steel wool (0000 grade) or a fine synthetic abrasive pad is rubbed uniformly 

across the cured gloss surface, creating microscopic scratches that scatter light and reduce the sheen 

from high-gloss to a uniform, warm satin appearance. 

 



97. A — Denatured alcohol is the solvent used in shellac — it dissolves shellac completely and quickly. 

If a clear finish dissolves in denatured alcohol, it is positively identified as shellac. Polyurethane and 

lacquer are not affected by denatured alcohol (lacquer requires lacquer thinner), and oil finishes are not 

dissolved by any single solvent. 

 

98. C — Recessed moulding profiles on raised-panel doors naturally collect more stain than flat surfaces 

because the concave shapes trap the liquid stain, and the complex geometry makes thorough wiping 

more difficult. More stain remains in the recesses, producing a darker colour compared to the easily 

wiped flat areas. Careful, thorough wiping of profiles with a pointed cloth or small brush minimizes this 

effect. 

 

99. B — Oil-based polyurethane has a natural warm, amber tone that is an inherent characteristic of the 

product's chemistry. This amber appearance is normal and expected — it adds warmth and depth to 

wood, which is often desirable. If a clear, non-yellowing finish is needed, water-based polyurethane is 

the correct product choice. 

 

100. A — The replacement piece appears too orange (too warm) compared to the cooler, browner 

original. Adding a small amount of blue or blue-green (the complement of orange on the colour wheel) 

to a toning coat will cool the warm colour, shifting it toward the browner, cooler tone of the aged 

original without requiring complete re-staining. 

 

101. D — Blushing — a white, milky, cloudy appearance in lacquer — is caused by moisture from 

humid air condensing within the lacquer film during its rapid drying process. The fast evaporation of 

lacquer solvents cools the surrounding air, causing water vapour to condense inside the film before it 

hardens. Controlling shop humidity and using retarder solvents in humid conditions prevents blushing. 

 

102. B — A 2:1 mix ratio by volume means 2 parts Part A to 1 part Part B, for a total of 3 parts. For a 6-

litre batch: Part A = 6 × (2/3) = 4 litres. Part B = 6 × (1/3) = 2 litres. Accurate measurement of mix ratios 

is critical — incorrect ratios prevent proper cross-linking and result in coating failures. 

 

103. C — Aliphatic polyurethanes are UV-stable — they resist yellowing and chalking in direct sunlight 

and maintain their gloss and colour indefinitely. Aromatic polyurethanes yellow and chalk under UV 

exposure, similar to epoxies. This makes aliphatic polyurethane the required topcoat for any exterior 

steel coating system exposed to sunlight. 

 



104. A — The visually smoother areas received insufficient blast time — the operator moved the nozzle 

too quickly across those sections, resulting in inadequate dwell time for the media to fully clean the 

surface and develop the specified profile depth. The operator must re-blast those areas at the correct 

speed to achieve uniform cleanliness and profile. 

 

105. D — The specification states "before each spray-applied coat," meaning a stripe coat is required 

before each of the three spray coats — one before the primer, one before the intermediate, and one 

before the topcoat. Each stripe coat ensures that the hard-to-coat areas receive adequate film build from 

every layer in the system. 

 

106. B — All five readings (55, 62, 58, 70, and 65 µm) fall within the specified range of 50 to 75 

micrometres. No reading is below the minimum of 50 µm or above the maximum of 75 µm. The surface 

preparation meets the specification for surface profile and is ready for primer application. 

 

107. C — Inorganic zinc-rich primer applied at excessive thickness is prone to mud cracking — a 

pattern of deep, through-film cracks caused by the shrinkage stresses that develop as the thick inorganic 

film cures. These cracks compromise both the barrier protection and the cathodic protection function, 

requiring removal and reapplication at the correct thickness. 

 

108. A — Lead-based paint removal by abrasive blasting requires full containment with negative-

pressure HEPA filtration to prevent lead-contaminated dust and debris from escaping into the 

environment. This containment is a regulatory requirement for worker protection, public health, and 

environmental compliance. Standard tarps and partial containment are insufficient for lead work. 

 

109. C — SSPC-SP 10 (Near-White Blast Cleaning) / ISO Sa 2½ requires blast cleaning to remove all 

visible contaminants, with light staining or slight shadows permitted on no more than 5% of the surface 

area. The remaining 95% or more must be free of all visible rust, mill scale, paint, and foreign matter. 

 

110. B — Total required DFT is 16 mils in two coats. Minimum per coat = 16 ÷ 2 = 8 mils per coat. 

Each coat must achieve at least 8 mils DFT to build the total system to the 16-mil minimum. The even 

distribution ensures that each coat provides adequate barrier protection and allows proper curing 

between applications. 

 

111. C — The pot life clock starts the moment the two components are mixed together — the chemical 

cross-linking reaction begins immediately upon contact. After 30 minutes of the 4-hour pot life have 



elapsed, approximately 3.5 hours of usable working time remain. The pot life is fixed from the moment 

of mixing and cannot be paused or restarted. 

 

112. A — A polyurethane topcoat at 1.5 mils (below the 2.0-mil minimum) provides less UV protection 

than specified. The thinner film allows more UV radiation to reach the epoxy intermediate beneath it, 

which will begin to chalk and degrade prematurely. The epoxy intermediate relies on the polyurethane 

topcoat's UV barrier for long-term protection. 

 

113. D — Dizziness and disorientation during coating application in a confined space are symptoms of 

solvent vapour overexposure or oxygen displacement. This is a life-threatening emergency. The painter 

must stop work immediately, signal the attendant stationed at the entry, and evacuate the confined space. 

Continued exposure could cause loss of consciousness and death. 

 

114. B — Thermal spray deposits a continuous metallic zinc layer at thicknesses of 150-375 µm (6-15 

mils) — significantly thicker than zinc-rich paint primers (typically 3-4 mils DFT). This greater metallic 

mass provides both more extensive sacrificial cathodic protection and a thicker physical barrier against 

moisture and oxygen, resulting in protection lives of 30+ years. 

 

115. C — The water break test evaluates surface cleanliness by observing how water behaves when 

applied to the surface. A continuous, unbroken film of water indicates a clean surface that is free of oil, 

grease, and other hydrophobic contaminants. If the water breaks into droplets or beads up, residual 

contamination is present and additional cleaning is required. 

 

116. A — The painter must explain that the 7-day cure period specified by the manufacturer is required 

for the epoxy to achieve full chemical cross-linking, hardness, and chemical resistance. A coating that 

feels hard after 3 days has achieved only surface hardness — the full film has not cured. Premature 

loading can cause permanent indentation, delamination, and warranty voiding. 

 

117. D — Sagging on vertical surfaces is caused by applying too much material in a single pass — the 

wet film is too heavy to support itself against gravity. The solution is to apply the 8-mil DFT in two 

passes at 4 mils each, allowing each pass to set before the next. This builds the total thickness without 

exceeding the sag resistance of each individual pass. 

 

118. B — A trained attendant must be stationed at the confined space entry at all times during the 

coating operation. The attendant monitors communication with the worker inside, monitors atmospheric 



conditions, has rescue equipment immediately available, and has the authority and means to summon 

emergency services if the worker becomes incapacitated. 

 

119. C — Immersion-grade epoxy is formulated with a higher cross-link density than standard 

atmospheric-exposure epoxy. This denser molecular network provides greater resistance to continuous 

water penetration, chemical attack, and osmotic pressure. Standard epoxies designed for atmospheric 

exposure lack the cross-linking needed for continuous liquid immersion service. 

 

120. A — The surface temperature (12°C) is only 2°C above the dew point (10°C), which is below the 

recommended minimum clearance of 3°C. This is borderline — condensation is likely and could 

compromise adhesion. While the surface temperature exceeds the typical 10°C minimum for application, 

the inadequate dew point clearance creates a risk that should have been identified before priming. 

 

121. D — Noticeable thickening after 3 hours of a 6-hour pot life indicates that the cross-linking 

reaction is progressing significantly. While technically within the stated pot life, the material's 

application properties are degrading. The material should be used immediately or discarded. Continuing 

to use material that is becoming difficult to stir risks poor film formation and performance. 

 

122. B — Under SSPC-PA 2, a spot measurement is defined as the average of three individual gauge 

readings taken within a defined small area (typically within a 15 cm or 6-inch diameter circle). This 

averaging reduces the effect of localized surface irregularities and provides a more representative 

measurement of the actual coating thickness at that location. 

 

123. C — Novolac epoxies have a higher cross-link density than standard amine-cured epoxies, 

achieved through the use of a novolac (phenol-formaldehyde) resin modifier. This denser molecular 

structure provides significantly greater chemical resistance to concentrated acids, alkalis, and solvents at 

elevated temperatures — making novolac epoxies the standard for aggressive chemical storage service. 

 

124. A — Each holiday location is marked, a patch repair coat of the same lining product is applied over 

the holiday, the repair is allowed to cure fully, and each repaired location is re-tested with the holiday 

detector to verify that the discontinuity has been eliminated. This targeted repair approach is standard 

practice — complete re-blasting and relining is excessive for isolated holidays. 

 

125. D — Without the penetrating sealer, the porous metallized layer will absorb moisture, salts, and 

environmental contaminants through its interconnected pore structure. This moisture accelerates the 



consumption of the sacrificial zinc, reduces the effectiveness of the barrier protection, and shortens the 

service life of the corrosion protection system significantly. 

 

126. B — A hold point inspection is a mandatory quality gate — work cannot proceed past the hold 

point until the inspector has examined and approved the completed stage. The painter must wait for the 

inspector, even if this delays the schedule. Proceeding without inspector approval violates the 

specification and compromises the quality assurance record. 

 

127. C — Rain on a freshly applied, uncured coating can wash the coating off the surface, cause water 

spotting and streaking, dilute the wet film, and compromise adhesion. Application must stop 

immediately, the freshly coated areas must be protected from rain if possible, and the condition of the 

coating must be assessed after the rain stops to determine if repairs or reapplication are needed. 

 

128. A — The manufacturer's maximum relative humidity limit of 85% is a specified application 

condition that must be observed regardless of other favorable conditions such as dew point clearance. 

High humidity can affect film formation, extend curing times, reduce adhesion, and cause blushing or 

other moisture-related defects. The 88% RH exceeds the limit — application must be delayed. 

 

129. D — Organic zinc-rich primer uses an epoxy binder that produces a denser, less porous film than 

the inorganic silicate binder used in IOZ. The IOZ's inherent porosity traps air that outgasses through the 

wet topcoat, creating pinholes and craters. OZP's denser film minimizes air entrapment and reduces 

outgassing problems during topcoating. 

 

130. B — Missing atmospheric documentation is a quality assurance procedural failure that must be 

addressed. The appropriate response is to document the failure, perform all available verification tests on 

the applied primer (DFT, adhesion, visual inspection), accept the primer based on verifiable evidence, 

and implement corrective procedures to ensure atmospheric conditions are recorded for all future 

applications. 

 

 


