
PRACTICE EXAM 13: RED SEAL PAINTER 

AND DECORATOR SIMULATION (130 

QUESTIONS) 

1. A painter is spraying a solventbased industrial primer inside a large steel fabrication shop. The shop 

has overhead bridge cranes operating continuously. During spraying, a crane operator moves a steel 

beam directly over the painter's work area. A spark from the crane's electrical rail ignites the solvent 

vapour cloud above the painter's head. A small flash fire erupts near the ceiling. What is the painter's 

FIRST action? 

 

A. Attempt to extinguish the ceiling fire using the spray equipment to direct solvent at the flame base 

B. Evacuate the area immediately, alert all workers, and activate the fire alarm — a flash fire in a 

solvent vapour cloud can expand rapidly and reignite from multiple ignition sources 

C. Continue spraying to consume the remaining solvent vapour that is fueling the overhead flash fire 

D. Shut down the bridge crane's electrical system to remove the ignition source from the overhead rail 

 

 

 

2. A painter on a commercial project is setting up a 6metre aluminum extension ladder to access a 

secondstorey exterior surface. The ground surface where the ladder base will be placed is a paved 

parking lot that is wet from recent rain. What specific precaution must the painter take regarding the 

ladder base? 

 

A. Place the ladder directly on the wet pavement since aluminum ladders have rubber feet that grip wet 

surfaces 

B. Extend the ladder 2 metres beyond the work height to compensate for the slippery base conditions 

C. Position a coworker at the base of the ladder to hold it steady during the entire period of use on site 



D. Ensure the ladder feet are equipped with nonslip pads and are placed on a firm, level area — on wet 

pavement, the painter should verify that the rubber feet are clean and undamaged, and consider using a 

ladder leveler or placing the feet on a dry, nonslip surface such as a rubber mat 

 

 

 

3. A painter working in a healthcare facility is applying a coating in a room adjacent to an operating 

theatre. The infection control officer asks the painter what measures are in place to prevent dust and 

contaminants from the painting work from entering the operating theatre's positivepressure air supply. 

What is the most appropriate response? 

 

A. The painter has closed the door to the room being painted, which is sufficient containment for the 

area 

B. The painter is using a HEPAfiltered vacuum for sanding dust, which eliminates all airborne 

contamination 

C. The painter should have full containment barriers installed with negative air pressure in the work 

zone, HEPA filtration exhausting to the outside, and sealed barriers preventing any air pathway from the 

painting work area to the adjacent operating theatre 

D. The painter is using lowVOC paint that does not produce any airborne contaminants or dust particles 

 

 

 

4. A painter notices that a coworker on a swing stage is not wearing a fall arrest harness. The swing 

stage is operating at the 12th floor of a commercial building. The coworker says the harness is 

uncomfortable and restricts movement. What should the painter do? 

 

A. Report the situation to the site supervisor immediately — working at height on a swing stage without 

a fall arrest harness violates safety regulations and creates an imminent risk of a fatal fall 

B. Offer to share a spare harness at the end of the shift when the coworker has finished the current 

section 



C. Respect the coworker's personal choice regarding comfort and continue with their own work 

activities 

D. Ask the coworker to work only on the inner portion of the swing stage where the guardrails are 

highest 

 

 

 

5. A painter is reviewing the Safety Data Sheet for a twocomponent polyurethane coating. Section 2 

(Hazard Identification) lists the product as containing isocyanates. What specific health hazard do 

isocyanates present to the painter? 

 

A. Isocyanates cause temporary skin discolouration that fades within 48 hours of the exposure event 

B. Isocyanates produce an unpleasant odour but have no measurable health effects on exposed workers 

C. Isocyanates cause temporary eye redness that resolves without treatment within one hour of exposure 

D. Isocyanates are potent respiratory sensitizers that can cause occupational asthma — once sensitized, 

even trace amounts of isocyanate exposure can trigger severe, potentially lifethreatening bronchospasm 

 

 

 

6. A painter on a construction site discovers that the temporary power supply feeding the spray 

equipment is a residentialgrade extension cord running across a muddy walkway where other trades 

walk. What hazard does this create? 

 

A. The extension cord will cause the spray equipment to produce an uneven spray pattern on the surface 

B. The residentialgrade cord may be undersized for the spray equipment's amperage, causing 

overheating; the cord in the muddy walkway is a trip hazard and the connections are vulnerable to water 

damage, creating a shock hazard 

C. The cord will reduce the spray pressure by exactly 50% for every 15 metres of cord length used 



D. The muddy walkway will contaminate the cord's copper conductors and reduce electrical flow quality 

 

 

 

7. A painting contractor is required to maintain a "Material Safety Data Sheet binder" (now called SDS 

binder) on every job site. A painter needs to check the first aid procedures for a product that has 

splashed in their eye. The SDS binder is locked in the foreman's truck and the foreman is offsite. What 

obligation has been violated? 

 

A. SDSs must be readily accessible to all workers at all times — the locked binder prevents the painter 

from accessing critical health and safety information during an emergency; this violates WHMIS 

requirements 

B. SDSs must be stored in a locked location at all times to prevent unauthorized access by 

nonemployees 

C. SDSs are only required during formal safety inspections and do not need to be available at other 

times 

D. The foreman is the only person authorized to read the SDSs and workers must wait for the foreman 

 

 

 

8. A Painter and Decorator apprentice is learning about "volume solids" as stated on a coating's 

Technical Data Sheet. The TDS lists the product's volume solids as 45%. What practical information 

does this 45% value give the painter? 

 

A. The coating contains 45% pigment by weight, indicating it has high hiding power for the application 

B. The coating should be thinned by 45% before spray application for the correct atomization quality 

C. After drying, 45% of the applied wet film volume remains as the dry coating — the remaining 55% 

evaporates as solvent and water during the drying process 



D. The coating will cover 45% more area than a standard product when applied at the same wet 

thickness 

 

 

 

9. A painter is using a pressure pot (a sealed container with an airpressure feed to the spray gun) to apply 

a coating. During the work, the pressure pot's safety relief valve begins venting continuously, releasing a 

stream of air and atomized coating. What does this indicate? 

 

A. The relief valve is functioning normally and the continuous venting is part of the pot's design 

operation 

B. The coating inside the pressure pot has expanded from the air pressure and needs more room in the 

pot 

C. The spray gun tip is too large for the pressure pot, allowing coating to backflow through the relief 

valve 

D. The air pressure inside the pot has exceeded the safety relief valve's set point — the pot is 

overpressurized; the painter must stop work, reduce the air supply pressure, and inspect the pot and 

connections before continuing 

 

 

 

10. A painter encounters a set of architectural drawings that include the abbreviation "NTS" on a detail 

drawing. What does "NTS" mean on an architectural drawing? 

 

A. "New Technical Specification" — indicating that the detail uses updated specifications not yet 

published 

B. "Not to Scale" — the drawing detail is drawn for illustration purposes only and dimensions cannot be 

accurately measured from the drawing; all dimensions must be taken from the written specifications or 

field measurements 



C. "Notice to Subcontractor" — indicating special instructions that apply only to subcontracted trades 

D. "No Touch Surface" — indicating that the surface shown in the detail must not be coated or painted 

 

 

 

11. A painter needs to convert a metric DFT measurement to imperial for a specification that uses both 

systems. The DFT gauge reads 75 micrometres. Knowing that 1 mil = 25.4 micrometres, what is the 

equivalent reading in mils? 

 

A. Approximately 2.95 mils — calculated as 75 ÷ 25.4 = 2.95 mils 

B. 75 mils — the micrometer reading is the same number expressed in different units with identical 

value 

C. 1,905 mils — calculated by multiplying 75 by the conversion factor of 25.4 for metric to imperial 

D. 0.75 mils — calculated by dividing 75 by 100 to convert from micrometres to the imperial mil scale 

 

 

 

12. A painter is estimating the quantity of coating needed for a large commercial project. The 

specification provides coverage rates in "theoretical" and "practical" values. The theoretical coverage 

rate is 12 m²/L and the practical coverage rate is 9 m²/L. Why are there two different values? 

 

A. Theoretical rates apply to spray application while practical rates apply only to brush and roller 

methods 

B. Theoretical rates are the manufacturer's values while practical rates are the architect's preferred values 

C. Theoretical rates are for interior surfaces while practical rates are for exterior surfaces on the building 

D. The theoretical rate is based on the product's volume solids at a specific DFT with zero waste — the 

practical rate accounts for realworld material losses from surface irregularities, application technique, 



overspray, roller absorption, and waste; the practical rate is always lower and is the correct value for 

material estimation 

 

 

 

13. A painter encounters a paint product labelled "VOC content: 150 g/L (actual)" and another product 

labelled "VOC content: 150 g/L (regulatory)." Are these the same value? 

 

A. Yes — actual and regulatory VOC content are always identical numbers for every coating product 

B. Yes — the terms "actual" and "regulatory" are interchangeable descriptions of the same test 

measurement 

C. No — "actual" VOC content measures total volatiles in the product as manufactured, while 

"regulatory" VOC content excludes certain exempt compounds (like acetone and some glycol ethers) 

from the calculation; the actual VOC content may be higher than the regulatory value 

D. No — but only because "actual" is a metric measurement while "regulatory" is an imperial 

measurement 

 

 

 

14. A painting foreman discovers that a painter on the crew has been disposing of leftover solventbased 

coating by pouring it on the ground behind the job site trailer. What violations has the painter 

committed? 

 

A. The painter has violated only the company's internal recycling policy, which has no legal 

consequence 

B. The painter has violated environmental regulations — improper disposal of solventbased coatings 

contaminates soil and groundwater, and constitutes illegal dumping of hazardous waste; the contractor 

may face fines, remediation costs, and criminal charges 

C. The painter has violated a cosmetic cleanliness standard that applies only to the job site's appearance 



D. The painter has violated the paint manufacturer's warranty by not returning unused product for 

recycling 

 

 

 

15. When a Red Seal exam question uses the phrase "according to the manufacturer's 

recommendations," what principle is being tested? 

 

A. The TDS and productspecific instructions are the definitive authority for application parameters — 

temperature limits, recoat times, coverage rates, surface preparation, and thinning ratios must follow the 

manufacturer's documented specifications for the specific product being used 

B. The manufacturer's recommendations are optional guidelines that experienced painters may disregard 

C. The phrase refers to the manufacturer of the spray equipment, not the coating product being applied 

D. The manufacturer's recommendations apply only to warranty situations and not to daily application 

work 

 

 

 

16. A painter is working on a renovation project in a 1950sera school. During preparation, the painter 

discovers that the existing paint on the walls and trim contains lead (confirmed by XRF testing). The 

specification calls for the lead paint to be encapsulated (painted over) rather than removed. What 

condition must be met for encapsulation to be an acceptable approach? 

 

A. Encapsulation is acceptable regardless of the existing lead paint's condition on any surface or 

substrate 

B. Encapsulation is only acceptable if the school is permanently closed and no children will enter again 

C. Encapsulation is only acceptable on metal substrates and cannot be used on drywall or wood surfaces 



D. The existing lead paint must be sound, welladhered, and not peeling, flaking, or chalking — 

encapsulation seals lead paint beneath the new coating, but it only works if the existing paint is stable; 

peeling or flaking lead paint must be removed using leadsafe work practices before encapsulation 

 

 

 

17. A painting contractor is required to provide "asbuilt" documentation at the end of a commercial 

project. What does "asbuilt" documentation describe in the context of a painting project? 

 

A. The original specification documents that were issued before the project began to the painting 

contractor 

B. The architectural drawings showing the building's structural framing layout and member connections 

C. The final record of what was actually done — products used (with batch numbers), colours applied, 

coverage rates achieved, any deviations from the original specification, and locations of special 

treatments or repairs 

D. The building's certificate of occupancy issued by the municipality after the painting work is 

completed 

 

 

 

18. A painter is applying a coating to the interior of a building where construction dust from adjacent 

concrete cutting operations is being drawn through the HVAC system and depositing on the freshly 

painted walls. The dust settles into the wet coating, creating a rough, gritty surface. Who is responsible 

for controlling the dust contamination? 

 

A. The paint manufacturer, because their product should resist dust contamination during the drying 

period 

B. The general contractor is responsible for coordinating trades to prevent crosscontamination — the 

concrete cutting should be scheduled to avoid conflict with painting operations, or dust barriers and 

ventilation controls must be implemented 



C. The painter is solely responsible for protecting the wet coating from all environmental contamination 

sources 

D. The building owner is responsible for providing a dustfree environment for all construction activities 

 

 

 

19. A painter is reviewing a project specification that includes a "Warranty" section. The warranty 

states: "Painting Contractor shall warrant workmanship and materials for a period of 2 years from date 

of Substantial Completion." What does this warranty obligate the painter to do? 

 

A. The painter must correct any coating failures caused by defective workmanship (improper 

preparation, application errors) or defective materials (manufacturer defects) for 2 years — failures 

caused by owner negligence, structural movement, or normal wear are typically excluded 

B. The painter must repaint the entire building every 2 years as part of the ongoing warranty obligation 

C. The painter must maintain a fulltime maintenance crew at the building for the 2year warranty period 

D. The warranty applies only to the primer coat and does not include the topcoat or any finishing work 

 

 

 

20. A painter is working on a project where the client requests a "change order" — adding 10 additional 

rooms to the original painting scope after the contract has been signed. The painter agrees verbally to do 

the additional work. What potential problem exists with a verbal agreement for a change order? 

 

A. Verbal change orders are equally valid as written change orders under all Canadian construction law 

B. Verbal agreements for change orders are common and are never disputed between parties in practice 

C. Verbal agreements are only invalid if the additional work exceeds 50% of the original contract value 



D. A verbal agreement for additional work is difficult to enforce — without a written change order 

documenting the scope, price, and schedule impact, disputes over payment, completion, and quality have 

no written reference; all change orders should be documented in writing 

 

 

 

21. A painter encounters a poured concrete wall where the formwork used during construction was 

coated with a dieselbased form release agent. After stripping the forms, an oily film is visible on the 

concrete surface. The painter attempts to apply a latex primer, but the coating beads up and rejects the 

surface. What must be done? 

 

A. Apply a thicker coat of latex primer that can overcome the surface tension of the oily release agent 

B. Thin the latex primer by 25% to reduce its surface tension and help it wet the contaminated surface 

C. Remove the form release agent by degreasing with a detergent solution, solvent cleaning, or light 

abrasive methods — the oil must be completely removed before any coating will wet and adhere to the 

concrete surface 

D. Apply an oilbased alkyd primer instead of latex, since oil primers are compatible with oil 

contaminants 

 

 

 

22. A painter discovers that the concrete floor in a commercial space has been treated with a silicate 

densifier/hardener by the concrete contractor. The painter's specification calls for an epoxy floor coating. 

After diamond grinding the floor, the painter applies a test patch of epoxy primer. After 24 hours, the 

epoxy can be peeled off the floor in a continuous sheet. What does this adhesion failure confirm? 

A. The epoxy primer product is defective and a different manufacturer's epoxy should be substituted 

B. The silicate densifier has created a dense, nonporous surface that the epoxy cannot mechanically 

bond to — the densifier filled the concrete pores that would normally provide mechanical grip; more 

aggressive profiling, a different primer system rated for densified concrete, or adhesionpromoting 

treatments may be needed 



C. The diamond grinding created a surface that is too smooth for the epoxy to grip regardless of 

treatment 

D. The floor's moisture content is too high for epoxy application and a dehumidification period is 

required 

 

 

 

23. A painter is preparing the interior of a residential home that was damaged by a kitchen fire. The 

walls and ceiling in adjacent rooms have soot and smoke residue. The homeowner wants the house 

repainted. What specific cleaning and priming steps are required before painting over smokedamaged 

surfaces? 

 

A. Thoroughly clean all surfaces to remove soot and smoke residue using a chemical sponge (dry 

cleaning sponge) or TSP solution, followed by rinsing; after drying, apply a stainblocking primer 

(shellacbased or specialized odourblocking primer) that seals both the discolouration and the embedded 

smoke odour before topcoating 

B. Apply two coats of standard PVA primer directly over the smoke damage without any cleaning at all 

C. Pressure wash all interior surfaces to remove soot and apply standard latex primer without cleaning 

D. Paint directly over the sootstained surfaces with three coats of flat latex to bury the discolouration 

 

 

 

24. A painter is preparing a galvanized steel duct system for painting. Some sections of the ductwork are 

shiny and smooth (new galvanizing), while other sections have a dull, weathered appearance (aged 

galvanizing). What preparation difference exists between the new and aged sections? 

 

A. Both new and aged galvanized surfaces are prepared identically with no distinction in the approach 

B. Aged galvanized surfaces require more aggressive preparation than new surfaces for adequate 

bonding 



C. New galvanized surfaces cannot be painted and must weather for a minimum of 6 months before 

coating 

D. New (shiny) galvanized surfaces have a passive zinc oxide layer that resists paint adhesion more than 

aged (dull) surfaces — new galvanizing may require etching, abrading, or treating with a wash primer to 

create adhesion, while aged surfaces that have weathered naturally develop a surface that accepts 

primers more readily 

 

 

 

25. A painter encounters a residential bathroom where the ceiling has been waterdamaged from a roof 

leak. The drywall paper is stained brown, and the compound at the joints is soft and crumbly. The roof 

leak has been repaired. What preparation is required before painting? 

 

A. Apply a stainblocking primer over the waterdamaged surface to seal the stains and paint immediately 

B. Allow the ceiling to dry naturally for one week and then paint directly over the stained drywall 

surface 

C. Assess the extent of the damage — soft, crumbly compound must be removed and reapplied; if the 

drywall paper is delaminated or the gypsum core is deteriorated, the damaged sections must be replaced; 

sound but stained areas are primed with a stainblocking primer after thorough drying 

D. Cover the damaged ceiling with a new layer of drywall installed directly over the existing damaged 

surface 

 

 

 

26. A painter is preparing a concrete block wall that has been painted with a latex paint. The existing 

paint is peeling in large sheets, exposing the block filler beneath. The block filler is intact and 

welladhered. The painter scrapes all loose latex paint. What preparation step is needed before the new 

topcoat can be applied? 

 

A. Apply the new topcoat directly over the mixed surface of existing latex and exposed block filler 



B. Feather the edges of the remaining adhered latex paint by sanding to create a smooth transition to the 

exposed block filler, prime the exposed block filler areas, and apply the topcoat over the entire surface 

C. Strip all remaining latex paint from the entire wall surface back to the block filler before repriming 

D. Apply a heavy coat of new block filler over the entire wall to encapsulate the existing mixed surface 

 

 

 

27. A painter discovers that a previously painted wood surface has "alligatoring" — deep, 

interconnected cracking that resembles reptile skin. The cracking extends through the entire film depth 

to the wood substrate. Can this condition be repaired by overcoating? 

 

A. Yes — a thick coat of elastomeric paint will bridge the alligator cracks and restore the film 

permanently 

B. Yes — filling each crack with caulk and sanding smooth will restore the surface for successful 

recoating 

C. Yes — a bonding primer over the alligatored surface will stabilize the cracks and prevent further 

spread 

D. No — alligatoring is a complete, irreversible film failure; the entire coating must be removed to bare 

wood and the system rebuilt from primer, as no overcoat will adhere reliably to the fragmented, cracked 

film beneath 

 

 

 

28. A painter is preparing an exterior wood deck that has been previously coated with a peeling 

solidcolour stain. After pressure washing and scraping, the deck has approximately 50% bare wood and 

50% tightly adhered solid stain. The homeowner wants to apply a new solidcolour stain. How should the 

mixed surface be handled? 

 



A. Apply a primer to the bare wood areas only to equalize them with the stillstained areas, then apply 

the solid stain over the entire deck — the primer brings the bare wood's absorption rate closer to the 

sealed, stained areas, producing more uniform colour 

B. Apply the solid stain directly over the mixed surface without any primer on either the bare or stained 

areas 

C. Strip all remaining solid stain to bare wood before applying the new stain for a perfectly uniform 

result 

D. Apply the solid stain to the bare wood areas first, allow to dry, then apply to the entire deck second 

coat 

 

 

 

29. A painter encounters an interior plaster ceiling that has extensive "map cracking" — a network of 

fine, random cracks covering the entire surface. The plaster is solid (not hollow) and the cracks are 

surfaceonly. The specification calls for a smooth painted finish. What is the most practical approach for 

this extensive cracking? 

 

A. Fill each individual crack with vinyl spackling compound, sand smooth, prime, and topcoat the 

ceiling 

B. Remove the plaster ceiling entirely and replace with new drywall for a crackfree smooth surface 

C. Apply a fibreglass mesh lining paper or lightweight wall covering to the ceiling to bridge all the 

cracks simultaneously, then prime and topcoat — this creates a new, smooth, crackfree surface over the 

stable but cracked plaster 

D. Apply three coats of flat latex directly over the cracked surface to fill the cracks with paint buildup 

 

 

 

30. A painter is preparing a set of MDF (mediumdensity fibreboard) interior trim pieces for a painted 

finish. The MDF has been machined with a router to create decorative profiles. After machining, the 



routed edges expose the raw MDF core, which is more porous and fibrous than the factorysealed MDF 

surface. What preparation is needed for the routed edges? 

 

A. Apply the topcoat directly to the routed edges without any additional preparation or sealing step 

B. Seal the exposed MDF core at the routed edges with a dedicated MDF sealer or an additional coat of 

primer — the raw MDF core absorbs coating heavily and the fibres swell when wetted; without 

additional sealing, the routed edges will appear rough and different from the factory surface 

C. Sand the routed edges with 400grit sandpaper to polish the fibres flat before any primer is applied 

D. Apply a coat of wood hardener to the routed edges to consolidate the exposed MDF fibre core 

 

 

 

31. A painter encounters an exterior brick chimney where the existing paint is peeling extensively. 

Investigation reveals that the chimney was painted with a nonbreathable coating (a glossy alkyd 

enamel). Moisture from inside the chimney and from rain absorption is trapped behind the 

nonbreathable film, causing the peeling. What must be done to prevent recurrence after repainting? 

 

A. Apply a thicker coat of the same alkyd enamel to provide a stronger barrier against moisture entry 

B. Apply a waterproof membrane over the chimney before repainting with the same nonbreathable 

enamel 

C. Seal the chimney crown and flashing to prevent water entry from above and rely on the enamel to 

seal below 

D. Remove all existing paint, repair the chimney crown and flashing to prevent water entry, and apply a 

breathable (vapourpermeable) masonry coating that allows trapped moisture to escape outward through 

the film while keeping rain out 

 

 

 



32. A painter encounters a wall where the previous owner applied contact cement to hang decorative 

panels. The panels have been removed but the dried contact cement residue remains on the drywall 

surface. The painter tries to prime over the contact cement but the primer crawls and does not wet the 

surface. What must be done? 

 

A. Remove the contact cement residue by scraping and solvent wiping — the rubberbased contact 

cement creates a surface that standard primers cannot wet; all residue must be removed before any 

coating will adhere to the drywall beneath 

B. Apply a bonding primer over the contact cement residue to create an adhesion bridge for the topcoat 

C. Sand the contact cement residue smooth with 80grit sandpaper and apply primer over the sanded 

surface 

D. Apply a coat of shellacbased primer over the contact cement to seal it before the latex primer 

application 

 

 

 

33. A painter is preparing a swimming pool deck made of exposed aggregate concrete. The aggregate 

(small stones) protrudes from the concrete surface, creating a rough, slipresistant texture. The 

specification calls for a protective coating that maintains the slip resistance. What coating type is 

appropriate? 

 

A. A highgloss epoxy floor coating that fills the aggregate texture for a smooth, easily cleaned surface 

B. A standard flat latex applied at heavy DFT to fill the spaces between the aggregate stones completely 

C. A penetrating concrete sealer that protects the concrete without building a film over the aggregate 

texture — a sealer maintains the original slipresistant texture while providing UV and moisture 

protection 

D. An elastomeric coating that bridges over the aggregate and creates a smooth rubberlike waterproof 

surface 

 

 



34. A painter is preparing a previously painted metal fire escape for repainting. The specification 

requires that all work be performed without blocking the fire escape's function — it must remain 

accessible at all times. How does this requirement affect the preparation approach? 

 

A. The fire escape must be fully barricaded during painting and an alternate emergency exit route 

provided 

B. The preparation and painting must be performed in sections — one flight or landing at a time — with 

each section completed, dried, and returned to service before the next section is started; the fire escape 

must remain passable at all times during the work 

C. The fire escape must be completely replaced with a new structure that is prepainted before 

installation 

D. The fire escape can be taken out of service for the duration of the painting project without restrictions 

 

 

 

35. A painter encounters a set of hollow metal door frames in a commercial building where the factory 

primer has been scratched and abraded during construction. Some frame sections have accumulated 

caulk residue, joint compound overspray, and adhesive labels from the door hardware packaging. What 

multistep preparation addresses all these conditions? 

 

A. Apply two coats of topcoat directly over all contamination since the existing factory primer provides 

base 

B. Wipe the frames with a damp cloth and apply one coat of topcoat for the fastest possible completion 

C. Strip all factory primer from every frame and apply a complete new primer system from bare metal 

up 

D. Remove all contaminants (scrape caulk residue, wash off compound overspray, remove adhesive 

labels with solvent), sand or scuff the entire frame surface to degloss the factory primer and create tooth, 

spotprime bare metal areas with a compatible metal primer, and then topcoat 

 

 



36. A painter is preparing an interior concrete floor slab for a polyurea coating system. The floor has 

been diamondground to the specified profile. Before coating, the inspector requires a "moisture vapor 

emission rate" (MVER) test. The MVER result is 5 pounds per 1,000 square feet per 24 hours. The 

polyurea system's maximum tolerance is 3 pounds. What does this mean? 

 

A. The moisture level exceeds the polyurea's tolerance — a moisture mitigation system must be installed 

before the polyurea can be applied, or the moisture source must be addressed; applying the polyurea 

over this moisture level will result in blistering and delamination 

B. The 5pound MVER is within the acceptable range for polyurea systems on interior concrete floors 

C. The MVER test is invalid on diamondground concrete and should be disregarded for polyurea work 

D. The moisture will evaporate naturally within 48 hours and the polyurea can be applied after waiting 

 

 

 

37. A painter encounters a previously painted wood surface where the existing paint has developed 

"checking" — a pattern of fine, parallel cracks in the top coat that do not extend through the full film 

depth. The checking is limited to the surface of the topcoat only. Unlike alligatoring (which penetrates 

the full film), can checking be repaired by overcoating? 

 

A. No — checking always requires full removal to bare wood, identical to alligatoring repair 

requirements 

B. Checking always indicates a substrate failure that cannot be addressed by any coating repair method 

C. Yes — surface checking (fine cracks in the topcoat only) can often be repaired by sanding the 

checked surface smooth, priming, and topcoating; since the cracks do not extend through the full system, 

the underlying coats remain sound and provide a stable base 

D. Checking is a natural characteristic of aged coatings and does not require any repair or treatment 

 

 

 



38. A painter is preparing an exterior wood fence where the posts are set in concrete footings. The 

woodtoconcrete junction at the base of each post is a critical preparation point. Why does this junction 

require special attention? 

 

A. The concrete footing must be painted the same colour as the fence post for a uniform appearance 

finish 

B. The woodtoconcrete junction traps moisture, debris, and promotes rot — the painter must clean this 

junction thoroughly, verify the wood is sound, and ensure the coating system extends down the post into 

the concrete junction to seal the vulnerable transition zone where water can wick into the end grain 

C. The concrete footing prevents the stain from penetrating into the bottom of the post during 

application 

D. The junction is purely cosmetic and requires no special attention during the preparation process work 

 

 

 

39. A painter encounters a residential interior where the homeowner has applied multiple layers of 

wallpaper over 30 years — three layers of different wallpaper are now adhered to the walls. The 

homeowner wants the wallpaper removed and the walls painted. What preparation challenge does this 

multilayer situation create? 

 

A. The three layers can be removed simultaneously in a single stripping pass without complications 

B. Each layer must be addressed carefully since the adhesive types and paper weights may differ 

between layers 

C. Multilayer wallpaper removal is impossible and the wall must be covered with new drywall instead 

D. The layers must be removed one at a time — each layer may have a different adhesive type and 

removal method; the combined weight and multiple adhesive layers make removal more difficult and 

increase the risk of drywall damage; each layer must be soaked, scored, and stripped individually, with 

drywall repair as needed between layers 

 

 



40. A painter encounters a metal surface that has been previously painted with a coating that was applied 

over flash rust (light surface rust that developed between blast cleaning and priming). Now, years later, 

the coating is blistering and lifting from the steel surface in the areas where the flash rust was present. 

What does this demonstrate about the importance of priming within the specified time after blast 

cleaning? 

 

A. Flash rust between the blastcleaned steel and the primer acts as a contaminant layer that prevents 

adhesion — the flash rust prevented the primer from bonding directly to the clean steel, creating a weak 

interface; this demonstrates why priming within the specified time (typically 48 hours) is critical 

B. The blistering is caused by the coating product degrading from UV exposure over the service years 

only 

C. The flash rust has no relationship to the blistering — the failure was caused by the incorrect primer 

type 

D. The blistering would have occurred regardless of flash rust because all coatings eventually blister 

naturally 

 

 

 

41. A painter is preparing the underside of a steel mezzanine floor in a warehouse. The steel has surface 

rust and the specification calls for hand tool cleaning (SSPCSP 2). After scraping and wire brushing, the 

painter examines the surface. Loose rust, loose paint, and loose mill scale have been removed. Tightly 

adhered rust and mill scale remain. Does this meet SP 2? 

 

A. No — SP 2 requires complete removal of all rust, including tightly adhered rust, from the steel 

surface 

B. No — SP 2 requires a minimum surface profile of 2 mils that cannot be achieved by hand tool 

methods 

C. Yes — SP 2 (Hand Tool Cleaning) requires removal of loose rust, loose paint, and loose mill scale 

only; tightly adhered rust, paint, and mill scale may remain 

D. Yes — but only if the remaining tightly adhered rust covers less than 10% of the total surface area 

 



42. A painter is preparing a wood substrate that was previously finished with a "Danish oil" penetrating 

finish. The homeowner wants to switch to a filmbuilding polyurethane for better protection. Before 

polyurethane can succeed, what must be done about the existing Danish oil? 

 

A. Apply the polyurethane directly over the Danish oil since both are oilbased and chemically 

compatible 

B. The residual Danish oil in the wood pores must be removed as thoroughly as possible — sand the 

surface thoroughly to remove surface oil, and wipe with mineral spirits to extract embedded oil; test 

adhesion of the polyurethane on a small area before committing to full application 

C. Apply a coat of shellac as a barrier between the Danish oil and the polyurethane to prevent interaction 

D. Wait for the Danish oil to fully cure (approximately 90 days) and then apply polyurethane without 

preparation 

 

 

 

43. A painter encounters a previously painted concrete retaining wall where the existing latex paint is 

sound and welladhered in most areas but has failed (peeling) in a band along the base where the wall 

contacts the grade level. The failed area corresponds exactly to the height of the backfill on the soil side. 

What is the likely cause of the localized failure? 

 

A. Moisture from the soil is migrating through the wall at the buried section and emerging on the 

painted face — the hydrostatic pressure pushes the coating off from behind; the failure is localized to the 

buried zone because that is where moisture pressure is greatest 

B. The concrete mix at the base of the wall was a different formulation that is incompatible with latex 

paint 

C. The paint at the base failed from foot traffic and physical abrasion by workers walking along the wall 

D. The base of the wall receives more UV radiation than the upper sections and has degraded from 

sunlight 

 

 



44. A painter is preparing a set of previously painted wooden window frames for repainting. During 

preparation, the painter discovers that the bottom rail (horizontal sill area) of each window frame has 

soft, spongy wood — the paint hid the underlying decay. What must be done before painting can 

proceed? 

 

A. Apply a thick coat of primer to seal the decayed wood and prevent further moisture entry from the 

rain 

B. Sand the soft areas smooth and apply primer directly over the weakened but stillattached wood fibres 

C. Apply a waterproof membrane over the decayed area and paint over the membrane for protection 

D. The decayed wood must be repaired — probe the extent of decay, remove all soft wood, treat 

remaining wood with a wood hardener/consolidant, fill the void with an exteriorgrade epoxy wood filler, 

and prime and paint the repaired area 

 

 

 

45. A painter encounters a commercial building where the interior walls have been finished with a 

sprayapplied texture compound (orange peel texture). The specification calls for a smooth finish. Rather 

than removing the texture, the painter considers applying multiple skim coats of joint compound over 

the textured surface. How many skim coats will typically be needed? 

 

A. A single heavy skim coat will fill all the orange peel texture and create a smooth surface immediately 

B. One skim coat will fill the texture if applied by an experienced finisher using the correct technique 

C. Two to three thin skim coats with sanding between each coat are typically needed to fill the orange 

peel texture and achieve a smooth, level surface suitable for semigloss topcoat 

D. Five or more skim coats are always required regardless of the texture depth or the finisher's skill 

 

 

 



46. A painter is preparing an exterior surface where the existing coating is an elastomeric material that 

was applied over stucco. The elastomeric is in good condition overall but has developed blisters in 

several areas near the base of the wall. When the blisters are cut open, water runs out. What does the 

water in the blisters indicate about the wall's moisture management? 

 

A. The blisters contain condensation from normal nighttime temperature drops on the exterior wall 

surface 

B. Moisture is migrating through the stucco from behind (either from ground contact, interior humidity, 

or failed flashing) and accumulating behind the impermeable elastomeric film — the elastomeric traps 

the moisture, creating hydraulic blisters 

C. The elastomeric coating is absorbing rainwater through its surface and storing it in blistershaped 

pockets 

D. The stucco substrate is generating chemical moisture as part of its ongoing carbonation curing 

reaction 

 

 

 

47. A painter is preparing an interior wall that has been skimcoated with a veneer plaster (a thin, smooth 

plaster finish applied over blueboard). The plaster was applied one week ago. Before painting, what test 

must the painter perform to verify the plaster is ready? 

 

A. Tape a piece of plastic sheeting to the wall for 24 hours — if condensation forms on the underside of 

the plastic, the plaster still contains excessive moisture and needs additional drying time before primer 

can be applied 

B. Press a fingernail into the plaster surface — if the nail leaves an indentation, the plaster is still too 

soft 

C. Apply a test patch of primer to a small area — if the primer dries uniformly, the plaster is ready for 

work 

D. Measure the surface pH with a pH pen — if the reading is below 7, the plaster is sufficiently neutral 

 



48. A painter encounters a concrete floor that has been previously coated with a single coat of 

polyurethane floor finish. The polyurethane is still adhered but has worn through completely in 

hightraffic areas (forklift paths). The specification calls for an epoxy floor coating over the entire floor. 

What preparation concern exists? 

 

A. The epoxy can be applied directly over the existing polyurethane without any preparation or testing 

B. The polyurethane will enhance the epoxy's adhesion by providing an additional bonding layer on the 

floor 

C. The worn polyurethane can be sealed beneath the new epoxy since it is too thin to affect performance 

D. The existing polyurethane may be incompatible with epoxy — adhesion testing must verify that the 

epoxy bonds to both the polyurethanecoated areas and the bare concrete areas; the polyurethane may 

need to be removed entirely if adhesion testing fails 

 

 

 

49. A painter is preparing a set of exterior cedar shingle siding for staining. Some shingles have dark 

black staining from mildew and algae growth, particularly in shaded areas under eaves. Before staining, 

what must be done to address the biological growth? 

 

A. Apply the stain directly over the mildew since the stain's solvents will kill the biological growth 

B. Sand the shingles aggressively with a belt sander to mechanically remove all biological growth from 

cedar 

C. Apply a mildewkilling solution (bleachbased cleaner or wood cleaner with mildewcide), allow it to 

dwell per the manufacturer's instructions, scrub or pressure wash to remove the dead biological growth 

and staining, rinse thoroughly, and allow the wood to dry before staining 

D. Apply a coat of primer over the mildew to seal it beneath the stain system and prevent it from 

spreading 

 

 



50. A painter encounters a concrete masonry unit (CMU) wall where the block has been laid with 

"raked" mortar joints — the mortar is recessed approximately 10 millimetres from the block face, 

creating deep shadow lines at every joint. The specification calls for a painted finish. What additional 

preparation step does raked jointing require compared to flush jointing? 

 

A. Raked joints must be filled flush with the block face before block filler can be applied — the deep 

recess 

B. The raked joints require significantly more block filler material than flush joints because the deep 

recesses must be filled to create a flush surface — this may require a heavy first coat of block filler 

specifically targeting the joints, followed by an overall application to fill the block face pores 

C. Raked joints can be painted without any additional preparation compared to flushjointed CMU walls 

D. The raked joints must be tuckpointed with fresh mortar to fill them flush before any coating 

preparation 

 

 

51. A painter is applying a twocoat latex system to a 35metrelong commercial corridor wall. The painter 

is working alone. Despite maintaining the fastest practical rolling speed, a lap mark develops at the 

midpoint where the wet edge dried before the painter could return after reloading the roller tray. What is 

the fundamental solution to this problem on walls of this length? 

 

A. The fundamental solution for walls this long is to use a second painter — both painters work from 

opposite ends toward the middle, maintaining a continuous wet edge; alternatively, spray application 

eliminates the wetedge limitation entirely 

B. The painter should switch to a wider roller that carries more paint per load for fewer reloading stops 

C. The painter should thin the paint by 15% to extend its open time and prevent the wet edge from 

setting 

D. The painter should apply the coating in horizontal bands rather than fullheight vertical sections of 

wall 

 

 



52. A painter is applying a highgloss alkyd enamel to a front entry door. The specification requires a 

"flawless, mirrorlike" finish. After two coats applied by brush, the surface has visible brush marks 

despite using a highquality china bristle brush and proper tipping technique. What application method 

change would most reliably achieve the specified finish quality? 

 

A. Switch from a china bristle brush to a foam roller for a smoother film without brush mark texture 

B. Apply additional coats by brush until the accumulated thickness fills and levels the brush mark 

texture 

C. Thin the alkyd enamel by 30% with mineral spirits to improve flow and reduce brush mark visibility 

D. Switch to spray application (HVLP or conventional) for the final coat — spray atomization produces 

the smoothest possible film deposition, achieving the mirrorlike finish that brush application cannot 

match 

 

 

 

53. A painter applies a coat of stainblocking primer to a waterdamaged ceiling. After the primer dries, 

the brown water stains are visible through the primer — they are not fully blocked. What should the 

painter do? 

 

A. Apply a second coat of the stainblocking primer — some severe water stains require two coats of 

stain blocker to fully seal the discolouration; the first coat reduces the stain intensity, and the second 

coat blocks any remaining bleedthrough 

B. Switch to a flat latex topcoat immediately since the stain will be invisible under the dark topcoat 

colour 

C. Remove the stained drywall and replace it since the stain is too severe for any primer to block 

D. Apply the topcoat directly — the remaining stain visible through the primer will not show through 

the final coat 

 

 



54. A painter is applying a latex topcoat to an interior wall that was primed with a PVA drywall primer. 

After the first topcoat coat dries, the painter notices "flashing" — visible areas where the paint appears 

duller (more matte) in some spots and shinier in others. The flashing corresponds to areas where the 

PVA primer was applied unevenly — thinner primer areas show dull spots. What is the root cause? 

 

A. The topcoat product has inconsistent sheen from a manufacturing defect within the same batch 

B. The room lighting is creating shadows that mimic flashing but are not actual coating defects on the 

wall 

C. The PVA primer was applied unevenly — thin areas did not adequately seal the porous substrate, 

causing the topcoat to absorb into the unsealed areas (creating duller sheen) while properly primed areas 

produce the correct sheen 

D. The roller cover used for the topcoat had inconsistent nap that deposited varying amounts of coating 

 

 

 

55. A painter is applying an exterior semigloss latex to wood clapboard siding. The temperature is 15°C 

and the humidity is 60%. The painter applies the coating at 10:00 AM. By 3:00 PM, the coating has 

dried to the touch. However, at 6:00 PM, dew begins forming on the painted surface. The coating was 

applied 8 hours ago. Will the dew damage the coating? 

 

A. Yes — 8 hours of drying is insufficient for any latex coating and the dew will wash the paint from the 

siding 

B. After 8 hours of drying at 15°C and 60% humidity, most quality latex coatings have achieved 

sufficient film formation to resist dew damage — however, the TDS should be consulted for the specific 

product's dewresistance time, as some products at lower temperatures may need 12+ hours 

C. Dew never damages latex coatings regardless of how soon it forms after the coating is applied 

D. The dew will cause permanent blushing (whitening) in all latex coatings regardless of drying duration 

 

 



56. A painter is applying a decorative faux marble finish to a fireplace surround in a luxury residence. 

The technique involves multiple translucent glaze layers with painted veining to simulate natural marble. 

After completing the faux finish, the painter must protect it with a clear coat. What clear coat property is 

most critical for a fireplace surround application? 

 

A. Maximum UV resistance to prevent the decorative finish from fading in direct sunlight exposure 

B. Maximum flexibility to accommodate the extreme temperature cycling near the fireplace opening 

C. Maximum moisture resistance to protect the decorative finish from cleaning products and water 

contact 

D. Heat resistance — the clear coat must withstand the elevated temperatures generated near the 

fireplace opening without yellowing, softening, cracking, or losing adhesion from the thermal cycling 

 

 

 

57. A painter is spraying a commercial building interior and the HVAC system is running. The painter 

notices that the spray mist is being drawn into the HVAC return air grille, which will distribute 

overspray throughout the building's ductwork and into other rooms. What must the painter do? 

 

A. Stop spraying and either mask the return air grille with an appropriate filter or shut down the HVAC 

system in the zone being sprayed — overspray entering the HVAC system will contaminate ductwork 

and distribute paint particles throughout the building 

B. Continue spraying since the HVAC system's filters will capture all paint overspray before distribution 

C. Increase the spray pressure to push more paint onto the wall and reduce the amount of overspray 

D. Redirect the HVAC return air grille with cardboard to point it away from the spray area during work 

 

 

 



58. A painter is applying a coating to the interior of a food processing facility. The specification requires 

the coating to meet "CFIA (Canadian Food Inspection Agency)" requirements for incidental food 

contact. What does this mean for the coating product selection? 

 

A. Any standard commercial latex paint meets CFIA requirements for food processing facility interiors 

B. The coating must contain antibacterial additives that kill all bacteria on contact with the cured film 

C. The coating must be specifically approved for incidental food contact — meaning that if food 

accidentally contacts the cured coating surface, it will not be contaminated; the product must have the 

appropriate CFIA or equivalent regulatory approval documentation 

D. Only stainless steel surfaces are approved by CFIA and no coating can be used in food processing 

areas 

 

 

 

59. A painter is applying a twocoat exterior latex system to a commercial building. The first coat was 

applied three days ago. Before applying the second coat, the painter inspects the first coat and discovers 

that dirt, pollen, and construction dust have accumulated on the surface. What must be done before the 

second coat? 

 

A. Apply the second coat directly over the dirty first coat since both coats are the same product and 

compatible 

B. Clean the first coat by washing with water or a mild detergent solution to remove all accumulated 

contamination, allow to dry, and then apply the second coat — contamination between coats creates a 

weak intercoat bond 

C. Sand the first coat aggressively to remove the contamination mechanically before the second coat 

D. Apply a bonding primer over the contaminated first coat to create adhesion for the second topcoat 

coat 

 

 



60. A painter is applying a coating to the exterior of a metal building. The specification calls for two 

coats of DTM (DirecttoMetal) acrylic topcoat. The first coat is applied and allowed to dry for the 

specified recoat time. When the painter applies the second coat, the fresh paint immediately wrinkles 

and lifts the first coat. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The DTM acrylic product is incompatible with itself when recoated and should not be used in two 

coats 

B. The first coat was contaminated with silicone that is reacting with the second coat's acrylic binder 

C. The first coat is beyond its maximum recoat window and has become chemically inert to the second 

coat 

D. The first coat had not dried sufficiently despite appearing dry — the solvents in the second coat 

redissolved the uncured first coat, causing the wrinkling; this can occur when the first coat surfacedried 

in warm conditions while the interior remained uncured 

 

 

 

61. A painter is coating the interior walls of a correctional facility. The specification requires a 

"tamperresistant" coating that cannot be easily picked, peeled, or scraped from the wall surface. What 

coating type provides this level of adhesion and resistance to physical abuse? 

 

A. A highperformance epoxy or catalyzed coating with superior adhesion and hardness — these 

products form a crosslinked film that resists picking, peeling, and scraping, and bonds tenaciously to 

properly prepared substrates 

B. A standard flat latex applied in three coats for maximum film buildup and physical resistance to 

abuse 

C. An elastomeric coating that stretches when picked or scraped, preventing removal from the surface 

D. Any semigloss latex provides adequate tamper resistance for correctional facility wall applications 

 

 



62. A painter is applying a coating to the exterior of a building during a period of changing weather. The 

morning temperature is 10°C and rising. By early afternoon, the temperature reaches 28°C. The coating 

was applied at 10:00 AM when the surface temperature was 11°C. What effect does the dramatic 

temperature rise have on the coating that was applied in the cool morning? 

 

A. The temperature rise has no effect on coating that has already been applied to the wall surface during 

work 

B. The temperature rise may cause the cured coating to fade in colour from the thermal shock exposure 

C. The dramatic temperature rise can cause the stillcuring coating to dry too quickly on the nowhot 

surface, potentially affecting film formation, sheen development, and adhesion — coatings applied in 

cool conditions that are then exposed to sudden heat may dry unevenly 

D. The temperature rise will improve the coating's performance by accelerating the cure to full hardness 

 

 

 

63. A painter encounters a specification that calls for a "zinc chromate" primer on aluminum 

components. The painter researches the product and discovers that zinc chromate primers contain 

hexavalent chromium, a known carcinogen. What should the painter do? 

 

A. Apply the zinc chromate primer as specified without any concerns about the carcinogenic 

classification 

B. Inform the specifier that zinc chromate primers contain hexavalent chromium (a known carcinogen) 

and request a substitute product — modern alternatives include chromatefree epoxy primers and 

bonding primers that provide equivalent corrosion protection on aluminum without the health hazard 

C. Apply the zinc chromate primer wearing only standard nitrile gloves for skin protection during use 

D. Refuse to work on the project entirely since zinc chromate has been used on aluminum for decades 

 

 

 



64. A painter applies two coats of interior flat latex to a bedroom wall. After the homeowner moves 

furniture into the room, the homeowner discovers that a picture hook pulled the paint off the wall in a 

large flake, taking the primer with it. The paint came off cleanly, exposing bare drywall beneath. What 

does this clean separation indicate? 

 

A. The flat latex product is defective and the homeowner should contact the manufacturer for 

replacement 

B. The picture hook exerted force beyond what any coating system can withstand on any drywall surface 

C. The drywall paper was contaminated or dusty before the primer was applied, preventing the coating 

system from bonding to the substrate — the clean separation at the drywall surface indicates a substrate 

preparation or contamination issue 

D. The primer was fully bonded to the drywall and the topcoat failed at the primertotopcoat interface 

 

 

 

65. A painter is applying an exterior stain to a wood fence. The stain TDS specifies a maximum 

coverage rate of 200 square feet per gallon for smooth wood and 100 square feet per gallon for 

roughsawn wood. The fence is roughsawn cedar. The painter applies the stain at 200 square feet per 

gallon (the smooth wood rate). What consequence will this overspreading have? 

 

A. The stain will be too thin on the roughsawn surface — producing lighter colour, less UV protection, 

less water repellency, and a shorter service life; roughsawn wood requires a heavier application rate 

because the rough texture absorbs more material 

B. The stain will perform identically at either coverage rate regardless of the wood's surface texture type 

C. The stain colour will be darker at the higher coverage rate since less material allows deeper 

penetration 

D. The roughsawn wood will absorb the excess stain and achieve the same DFT as the smooth rate 

 

 



66. A painter is applying a coating to the exterior of a concrete tiltup building panel. After the first coat 

of acrylic latex dries, the painter notices that the coating has a pattern of small, round, lightcoloured 

spots scattered across the surface. Each spot is approximately 5 millimetres in diameter. Upon close 

inspection, the spots correspond to small air voids (bug holes) in the concrete surface that were not filled 

before coating. What caused the visible spots? 

 

A. The latex product is defective and is developing chemical reactions at random locations on the panel 

B. The air voids in the concrete are releasing moisture that is bleaching the coating at each void location 

C. The coating bridged across each small air void rather than filling it — the thin film over each void 

reflects light differently than the coating bonded to the solid concrete surrounding it, creating visible 

light spots 

D. The concrete aggregate is a different colour than the cement paste, showing through the thin coating 

 

 

 

67. A painter is applying a waterborne alkyd enamel to interior doors and trim. The product combines 

alkyd flow and levelling with waterbased cleanup convenience. After application, the painter cleans the 

brushes with water as directed. The next morning, the painter discovers that the brushes have become 

stiff and hard despite being cleaned with water. What happened? 

 

A. The water cleanup was performed too slowly and the product partially cured in the brush before 

cleaning 

B. Despite being waterbased for cleanup, the waterborne alkyd undergoes oxidative curing (like 

traditional alkyd) — the residual material in the brush core that was not fully removed by water washing 

continued to crosslink and harden overnight 

C. The water used for cleaning was too cold and did not dissolve the waterborne alkyd binder effectively 

D. The brush bristles absorbed water during cleaning, which caused them to swell and then harden as 

they dried 

 

 



68. A painter is applying a catalyzed (twocomponent) acrylic lacquer to kitchen cabinets. The 

specification requires a pot life check before every batch. The painter mixes a batch and records the 

time. After 4 hours of the 6hour pot life, the painter notices the material is beginning to thicken in the 

pressure pot. Should the painter continue using this material? 

 

A. Yes — the material is within its 6hour pot life and the thickening is a normal, expected characteristic 

B. Yes — adding 10% additional catalyst will restore the original viscosity for the remaining application 

C. No — the material must be discarded immediately at the first sign of any viscosity change in the pot 

D. The thickening at 4 hours indicates the crosslinking reaction is advancing — the painter should use 

the material quickly if it still atomizes properly, but should not try to extend its use beyond the point 

where the spray pattern or film quality begins to degrade 

 

 

 

69. A painter is applying a coating to a residential exterior where the specification calls for three coats 

(primer + two topcoats) on all bare wood surfaces and two coats (primer + one topcoat) on previously 

painted surfaces in good condition. During the work, the painter discovers that approximately 30% of 

the "previously painted" surfaces have been misidentified — they are actually bare wood that was 

exposed during preparation. How should the painter handle these newly exposed areas? 

 

A. The newly exposed bare wood must receive the full threecoat system (primer + two topcoats) as 

specified for bare wood — the painter should document the additional scope and communicate the 

change to the project manager 

B. Apply a single coat of topcoat over the bare wood since it will be covered by the topcoat on adjacent 

areas 

C. Apply two coats directly to the bare wood without primer since the wood has been freshly exposed 

D. Leave the bare wood areas for a separate contractor to paint after the primary painting scope is 

complete 

 

 



70. A painter is applying an exterior latex to a stucco wall. The TDS states a maximum coverage rate of 

150 square feet per gallon (approximately 3.7 m²/L). The painter measures the WFT at 6 mils during 

application. The product has 50% volume solids. What DFT will this application produce? 

 

A. 6.0 mils DFT — the WFT equals the DFT for all stucco applications regardless of volume solids 

B. 1.5 mils DFT — calculated by dividing the WFT by the number of coats in the specified system 

C. 3.0 mils DFT — calculated as WFT (6.0) × volume solids (0.50) = 3.0 mils 

D. 12.0 mils DFT — calculated by multiplying the WFT by the number of topcoats in the system 

 

 

 

71. A painter applies a coat of alkyd primer to exterior wood trim. After 24 hours, the primer appears 

dry to the touch. The painter sands the primer with 220grit and produces a fine, dry, white powder. This 

confirms the primer is ready for recoating. However, when the painter applies the first coat of latex 

topcoat over the alkyd primer, the topcoat beads up in scattered locations and does not wet the primer 

surface evenly. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The alkyd primer surface has been contaminated — pollen, wax, silicone, or other surface 

contamination deposited during the 24hour drying period is preventing the latex from wetting those 

specific areas 

B. Latex topcoat is fundamentally incompatible with alkyd primer and should never be applied over it 

C. The alkyd primer has developed a chemical bloom that prevents all topcoats from wetting the surface 

D. The 220grit sanding created a surface that is too smooth for the latex topcoat to grip on the primer 

 

 

 

72. A painter is coating the interior of a large commercial walkin freezer. The freezer has been shut 

down and warmed to 22°C for the painting work. The specification calls for a coating system rated for 



continuous service at 25°C. After the coating cures, the freezer will be cooled back to operating 

temperature. What coating property is most critical for this application? 

 

A. Maximum gloss to provide the brightest possible interior for worker visibility in the cold 

environment 

B. Maximum colour retention to maintain the specified white colour at the low operating temperature 

C. Maximum thickness to provide the heaviest possible insulating barrier between the freezer and the air 

D. Lowtemperature flexibility — the coating must remain flexible and maintain adhesion at 25°C 

without becoming brittle, cracking, or delaminating from the substrate when the freezer returns to 

operating temperature 

 

 

 

73. A painter encounters a specification for a hospital corridor that requires the wall coating to have a 

"Flame Spread Index of 25 or less" as tested under CAN/ULCS102 (or ASTM E84). What does this fire 

performance requirement mean for product selection? 

 

A. The coating product must have been tested in a flame spread tunnel and achieved a rating of 25 or 

less (Class A/Class 1) — this is a specific, measurable performance standard that limits the selection to 

products with documented test results, not just manufacturer claims of fire resistance 

B. The coating must be redcoloured to indicate its fireresistant status in the hospital corridor application 

C. Any standard latex paint automatically meets a Flame Spread Index of 25 without requiring specific 

testing 

D. The flame spread requirement applies only to the wall substrate and not to the coating applied over it 

 

 

 



74. A painter applies two coats of exterior semigloss acrylic latex to wooden fascia boards. Six weeks 

later, the homeowner notices that the paint surface feels tacky (sticky) in direct afternoon sunlight, but 

the surface feels hard and normal in the shade. What is causing the heatrelated tackiness? 

 

A. The latex product is defective and the binder softens at temperatures that are normal for exterior 

surfaces 

B. All acrylic latex products soften in direct sunlight and the tackiness is a normal, expected 

characteristic 

C. The acrylic latex binder has a "thermoplastic" property — at elevated surface temperatures from 

direct sun exposure, the binder softens slightly and becomes tacky; this is more pronounced with darker 

colours that absorb more solar heat; it is not a defect but a known characteristic of latex coatings 

D. The topcoat has not cured due to a manufacturing error in the acrylic latex binder polymerization 

 

 

 

75. A painter is applying a coating to the interior of a new medical clinic. The specification requires all 

interior coatings to be applied in a "negative pressure" containment zone during construction. What does 

negative pressure accomplish in this context? 

 

A. Negative pressure forces the coating to dry faster by reducing atmospheric pressure on the wet film 

B. Negative pressure ensures that any dust, debris, and coating vapours generated in the construction 

zone are drawn inward and exhausted through HEPA filtration rather than migrating outward into the 

finished, clean areas of the clinic — it protects adjacent completed spaces from construction 

contamination 

C. Negative pressure reduces the VOC concentration in the construction zone for worker health 

protection 

D. Negative pressure prevents moisture from entering the construction zone and affecting coating drying 

 

 



76. A painter is applying a "texture" coating to a commercial ceiling to create a stippled pattern. The 

texture is applied by spray and the stipple height is controlled by the spray pressure, tip size, and 

material viscosity. After applying the texture to half the ceiling, the painter refills the hopper with a 

fresh batch of texture material. The second half of the ceiling has a noticeably different stipple pattern 

— the stipple is finer and shorter than the first half. What is the most likely cause of the pattern change? 

 

A. The spray equipment has warmed up during the first half and is performing differently in the second 

half 

B. The ceiling surface on the second half has a different porosity that affects texture pattern 

development 

C. The room temperature changed between the first and second halves, altering the texture's drying 

speed 

D. The second batch of texture material has a different viscosity than the first batch — viscosity directly 

affects stipple height and pattern; the painter should have verified that the second batch matched the first 

in consistency before continuing 

 

 

 

77. A painter applies a premium zeroVOC flat latex to a nursery ceiling. After the second coat dries, the 

ceiling looks perfect under the room's flushmounted overhead light. However, when the homeowner 

installs a new pendant light fixture, the raking light from the fixture reveals faint parallel roller marks 

across the ceiling. The homeowner demands correction. Is this a legitimate defect requiring correction? 

 

A. Faint roller marks visible only under specific raking light from a pendant fixture are within normal 

acceptable limits for rollerapplied flat latex ceilings — unless the specification required spray 

application or specified a "no visible texture" standard, this is a normal characteristic of the application 

method 

B. Any visible roller marks on any ceiling require correction regardless of the light source or viewing 

angle 

C. The painter should have used a spray system for any ceiling in a nursery regardless of specification 

D. The roller marks indicate the primer was defective and the entire ceiling must be reprimed before 

recoat 



78. A painter is applying a coating to a set of exterior steel bollards in a parking lot. The bollards are 

round tubes, 150 millimetres in diameter and 1 metre high. The painter uses a roller to apply the primer. 

After drying, the primer coverage is thin on the sides of the bollards and adequate on the front. What 

application method produces more uniform coverage on round surfaces? 

 

A. Spray application from multiple angles provides the most uniform coverage on round bollard surfaces 

B. Roller application with a thicker nap roller that wraps around the cylindrical surface more effectively 

C. A paint mitt (sheepskinlined glove) is the most effective tool for round surfaces — it wraps 

completely around the cylinder in one motion, depositing uniform coverage on all sides simultaneously 

D. Brush application using a block brush with long strokes parallel to the bollard's vertical axis 

centerline 

 

 

 

79. A painter encounters a specification for a laboratory that requires the wall coating to be "chemical 

resistant" — able to withstand splash exposure from laboratory reagents (acids, bases, and solvents). 

Standard latex paint is not chemical resistant. What coating type is appropriate for this application? 

 

A. A premium semigloss latex with the highest available scrub resistance rating for laboratory interiors 

B. A twocomponent epoxy or catalyzed coating specifically formulated for chemical resistance — these 

products form a crosslinked film that resists penetration and degradation from chemical splash exposure 

C. An exteriorgrade acrylic latex that has higher chemical resistance than interiorgrade products 

D. A vinyl wallcovering that can be replaced when damaged by chemical splash rather than a coating 

 

 

 

80. A painter is applying a coating system to an exterior surface during spring. After the first coat dries 

overnight, the painter discovers the next morning that a light frost formed on the coating surface during 



the early morning hours (5:00 AM). The frost has melted by the time the painter arrives at 7:30 AM. The 

coating appears normal visually. Should the painter be concerned? 

 

A. Light frost on a coating that has dried for 12+ hours (applied the previous afternoon) is less damaging 

than frost on a freshly applied coating — however, the painter should inspect the surface carefully for 

any damage (whitening, reduced adhesion, chalking) and consult the TDS for the specific product's 

frostresistance properties 

B. Any frost exposure regardless of drying time destroys the coating and requires complete removal 

C. Frost on dried coating improves its hardness through a natural tempering process similar to steel 

D. The frost has no effect since the coating was fully dry before the frost formed on the exterior surface 

 

 

 

81. A painter is applying a threecoat system to the exterior of a large commercial building. The project 

extends over several months. During a routine quality check, the inspector discovers that the primer on a 

section of the building has been exposed to weather for 90 days without receiving the intermediate coat. 

The primer TDS states a maximum recoat window of 30 days. What must be done? 

 

A. Apply the intermediate coat directly since the primer appears visually sound from the inspection 

distance 

B. The primer has been acceptable for 3 months and the recoat window is a conservative 

recommendation 

C. Apply a coat of rust converter over the aged primer to chemically reactivate the surface for 

overcoating 

D. The primer has exceeded its maximum recoat window by 60 days — the cured primer surface has 

become chemically inert; the surface must be thoroughly cleaned and mechanically abraded (sanded or 

sweep blasted) to restore tooth before the intermediate coat can achieve adequate intercoat adhesion 

 

 



82. A painter is installing vinyl wall covering in a commercial office building. After hanging the first 

strip and trimming it at the ceiling and baseboard, the painter measures the remaining wall width and 

discovers the final strip on the wall will be only 25 millimetres (1 inch) wide. This narrow final strip will 

be difficult to handle and will likely produce a poor seam. What planning step would have prevented this 

situation? 

 

A. The painter should have started the first strip 25 millimetres from the corner to avoid the narrow strip 

B. The painter should have used a wider wall covering material that eliminates the narrow final strip 

C. The painter should have planned the strip layout before beginning — calculating the number of full 

strips across the wall width and adjusting the starting position of the first strip so that the final strip is at 

least half a strip width (or balancing partial strips at both ends) 

D. The narrow final strip is unavoidable and must be installed asis regardless of width or handling 

difficulty 

 

 

 

83. A painter is installing a heavyweight commercial vinyl wall covering (Type II, 20ounce) in a hotel 

corridor. The specification requires "claybased" adhesive rather than "starchbased" adhesive. Why does 

the specification require claybased adhesive for this application? 

 

A. Claybased adhesive is less expensive than starchbased adhesive for large commercial installations 

B. Claybased adhesive provides stronger, more moistureresistant bonding than starchbased adhesive — 

heavyweight commercial vinyl requires a hightack, highstrength adhesive that resists the material's 

weight and provides longterm performance in commercial environments where humidity and cleaning 

occur regularly 

C. Claybased adhesive dries faster than starchbased, reducing installation time in the hotel corridor 

D. Claybased adhesive is the only type that can be applied with a paint roller during wall covering work 

 

 



84. A painter is installing wall covering in a hotel room and encounters a wallmounted HVAC 

thermostat. The thermostat has a rectangular base plate that mounts to the wall with the control unit 

snapping onto the base plate. What is the correct installation technique? 

 

A. Remove the control unit from the base plate, install the wall covering over the base plate area, cut a 

neat opening to expose the base plate, and snap the control unit back onto the base plate over the 

trimmed wall covering 

B. Install the wall covering around the thermostat without removing any components from the wall 

surface 

C. Leave a 200 mm clearance zone around the thermostat with no wall covering material in the gap area 

D. Remove the entire thermostat system (base plate and control unit) from the wall before installation 

begins 

 

 

 

85. A painter completes a wall covering installation in a conference room. Two weeks later, the building 

manager reports that several strips are developing bubbles — approximately 50100 millimetres in 

diameter — beneath the material. The bubbles are scattered across multiple strips on one wall. 

Investigation reveals that the wall has a moisture problem — the exterior wall behind the wall covering 

is allowing moisture to migrate through. How does moisture behind vinyl wall covering cause bubbling? 

 

A. The moisture dissolves the adhesive, reducing its bond strength and allowing the material to separate 

B. The moisture vapor pressure is too low to affect the wall covering bond on any wall in any condition 

C. The moisture condenses beneath the wall covering and expands the adhesive layer, creating gas 

bubbles 

D. Moisture migrating through the wall accumulates behind the impermeable vinyl — the moisture 

cannot evaporate through the vinyl, so hydraulic pressure builds and pushes the wall covering away 

from the wall; this is the same mechanism as moisturedriven coating blistering 

 

 



86. A painter encounters a wall covering specification that requires "mouldinhibiting adhesive" for a 

hospital bathroom installation. Why is mouldinhibiting adhesive specified for this application? 

 

A. Mouldinhibiting adhesive prevents the wall covering from fading in the highhumidity bathroom 

B. Mouldinhibiting adhesive costs less than standard adhesive and is specified for budget savings only 

C. The adhesive behind vinyl wall covering in a humid bathroom can become a breeding ground for 

mould — the sealed, dark, moist environment between the impermeable vinyl and the wall is ideal for 

mould growth; mouldinhibiting adhesive contains biocides that prevent this growth 

D. Standard adhesive is incompatible with hospitalgrade vinyl wall covering on technical specification 

basis 

 

 

 

87. A painter is installing wall covering around an electrical outlet. After shutting off the breaker for 

safety, the painter hangs the strip over the outlet location. What is the correct technique for fitting the 

wall covering around the outlet? 

 

A. Cut a square hole in the wall covering before hanging the strip, sized to match the outlet plate 

opening 

B. Hang the strip over the outlet, feel for the outlet box beneath the material, make an Xcut from corner 

to corner of the outlet box, fold the flaps back, trim the excess leaving approximately 6 millimetres of 

material to tuck behind the outlet plate, and reinstall the plate 

C. Leave the wall covering flat over the outlet and install the cover plate through the wall covering 

material 

D. Remove the outlet box from the wall, install the wall covering, and reinstall the box over the material 

 

 

 



88. A painter is estimating wall covering material for a room with a straightmatch pattern. The pattern 

repeat is 460 millimetres. The wall height is 2.7 metres (2,700 mm). How many complete pattern repeats 

are needed per strip to cover the wall height with trim allowance? 

 

A. Seven complete repeats — 7 × 460 = 3,220 mm cutting length; this provides 2,700 mm of usable 

coverage plus 520 mm of total trim allowance for ceiling and baseboard trimming 

B. Five complete repeats — 5 × 460 = 2,300 mm, which is too short for the 2,700 mm wall height 

C. Six complete repeats — 6 × 460 = 2,760 mm, providing only 60 mm of trim allowance, which is tight 

D. Eight complete repeats — 8 × 460 = 3,680 mm, providing excessive waste beyond necessary trim 

 

 

 

89. A painter is installing a natural grass cloth wall covering. During installation, the painter notices that 

each roll has a slight colour variation from the roll beside it — one roll appears marginally warmer 

(more golden) than the adjacent roll. Both rolls are from the same dye lot. Is this variation a defect? 

 

A. Yes — all rolls from the same dye lot must be identical in colour without any visible variation at all 

B. Yes — the manufacturer's quality control has failed and the rolls should be returned for replacement 

C. No — but the variation should be managed by ordering replacement rolls from a more consistent 

batch 

D. No — natural fibre wall coverings (grass cloth, linen, silk) inherently have slight rolltoroll colour 

variation because they are made from natural materials; this variation is a characteristic of the product, 

not a defect, and is typically disclosed by the manufacturer 

 

 

 



90. A painter has completed a wall covering installation and the inspector asks for the project 

documentation. What documentation should the painter provide for a commercial wall covering 

installation? 

 

A. No documentation is required for wall covering installations in commercial buildings per industry 

norms 

B. A verbal summary of the installation process is sufficient documentation for commercial wall 

covering 

C. A completed installation record including product batch/lot numbers, adhesive type and batch 

numbers, room locations, installer names, any deviations from specification, and any manufacturer 

recommendations followed — this creates a quality record for warranty and maintenance reference 

D. Only the manufacturer's product brochure is required as documentation for the completed installation 

 

 

 

91. A painter is finishing a set of red oak stair treads with oilbased polyurethane. After three coats with 

intercoat sanding, the finish is smooth and clear. However, the homeowner walks on the stairs in socks 

during the first week and notices the finish feels slightly tacky underfoot. The room temperature is 22°C 

and the humidity is 50%. Is this normal? 

 

A. No — the polyurethane is defective and should be stripped and replaced with a different product 

B. Yes — oilbased polyurethane reaches full cure (maximum hardness) over 14 to 30 days; during the 

first week, the film may feel slightly soft or tacky, especially under foot pressure or in warm conditions; 

the tackiness will resolve as the coating continues to crosslink 

C. No — the polyurethane was applied at excessive thickness and the thick film cannot cure properly 

D. Yes — but only if the polyurethane was a satin sheen, which is inherently tackier than gloss finishes 

 

 

 



92. A painter is finishing a walnut dining table with a brushed oilbased polyurethane. After the third and 

final coat dries, the surface has visible brush marks that did not flow out. The homeowner wants a 

perfectly smooth, satin finish. What postapplication technique can the painter use to correct the brush 

marks? 

 

A. Apply a fourth coat of polyurethane thinned 50% with mineral spirits to flow over the brush marks 

B. Strip the entire threecoat finish and reapply by spray for a brushmarkfree final appearance 

C. Accept the brush marks as a normal characteristic of handapplied polyurethane on furniture surfaces 

D. After the polyurethane has fully cured (1430 days), wetsand with progressively finer grits (400, 600, 

1000), then rub with fine steel wool (0000) and apply a thin coat of paste wax — this removes the brush 

marks and produces a smooth, handrubbed satin finish 

 

 

 

93. A painter is applying a penetrating oil stain to a set of birch plywood shelves. Despite applying wood 

conditioner, the stain is blotchy — the soft earlywood absorbs more stain than the dense latewood. What 

alternative staining approach would produce the most uniform colour on blotchprone birch? 

 

A. A gel stain applied in thin coats — gel stain sits on the surface rather than penetrating, so it colours 

the soft and dense areas more uniformly; the painter controls the colour intensity by the number of coats 

applied and how aggressively each coat is wiped 

B. The same penetrating stain applied in three heavy coats without wiping for maximum saturation 

C. A waterbased dye stain that will penetrate the dense latewood more effectively than oilbased stain 

D. Applying the penetrating stain with a spray gun rather than a brush to eliminate technique variation 

 

 

 



94. A painter is finishing a set of cherry wood cabinet doors with a sprayed lacquer system. After the 

final coat, the painter examines the doors under bright light and notices that the lacquer has a slight 

"orange peel" texture. The specification requires a glasssmooth finish. What postapplication technique 

corrects the orange peel? 

 

A. Apply an additional coat of lacquer thinned with retarder to flow over the existing orange peel texture 

B. Strip the lacquer and reapply using different spray equipment settings for better atomization quality 

C. After the lacquer has fully cured, wetsand with progressively finer grits (600, 1000, 1500, 2000) and 

buff with rubbing compound and polishing compound to produce a perfectly smooth, glasslike finish 

D. The orange peel cannot be corrected after application and the doors must be refinished completely 

 

 

 

95. A painter is refinishing a hardwood floor and encounters an area where a carpet was previously 

glued to the floor. After removing the carpet, dried adhesive residue remains on the hardwood surface. 

The adhesive is preventing the stain from penetrating the wood in that area. What must be done? 

 

A. Apply a double coat of stain to the adhesivecovered area to compensate for the blocked penetration 

B. Remove all adhesive residue by scraping, sanding, or applying an adhesive remover solvent — the 

adhesive acts as a barrier that prevents stain from reaching the wood; any residue remaining will 

produce an unstained, lightcoloured patch in the finished floor 

C. Apply a coat of wood conditioner over the adhesive to help the stain penetrate through the residue 

D. Sand the adhesive area with 40grit sandpaper only and apply stain — the coarse scratches will absorb 

stain 

 

 

 



96. A painter is applying a clear lacquer finish to a maple vanity cabinet. After the second coat of 

lacquer sanding sealer, the painter sands with 320grit. The sanding produces a fine, white, powdery dust 

— indicating the sealer has dried properly. However, in one area, the sanding produces a gummy, sticky 

residue instead of powder. What does this indicate? 

 

A. The sanding grit is too fine for lacquer sanding sealer and a coarser 120grit should be used instead 

B. The maple grain pattern in that area has released sap that is softening the lacquer from beneath the 

film 

C. The lacquer sanding sealer was contaminated with a foreign substance at the factory during 

production 

D. The sealer has not fully dried in that area — a thick spot, cold zone, or contamination has prevented 

proper solvent evaporation; the third coat must not be applied until all areas sand to a clean, white 

powder 

 

 

 

97. A painter is applying an exterior spar varnish to a mahogany front door. The specification calls for 

six thin coats with intercoat sanding. After four coats, the painter wants to accelerate the project by 

applying the final two coats without intercoat sanding. What is the risk of skipping the sanding? 

 

A. Without intercoat sanding, the new coats sit on a smooth, sealed surface with no mechanical tooth — 

the unsanded coats bond through weak chemical affinity alone; under the stress of exterior exposure, the 

poorly bonded layers may delaminate from each other 

B. Skipping intercoat sanding has no effect on the finished spar varnish performance in exterior service 

C. The spar varnish will apply more smoothly without sanding since the smooth base has no sanding 

marks 

D. Skipping sanding improves the finish clarity by eliminating sanding scratch marks in the final two 

coats 

 

 



98. A painter is finishing a white oak kitchen island countertop. The specification calls for a "cerused" 

(limed) finish where white pigment fills the open grain pores, contrasting with the darker surrounding 

wood. After applying the cerusing wax and wiping off the excess, some of the white pigment is left on 

the flat surface between the pores, reducing the contrast. How can the painter improve the contrast? 

 

A. Apply a coat of dark stain over the cerused surface to darken the flat areas between the pores 

B. Buff the surface lightly with a fine abrasive pad or cloth to remove the white residue from the flat 

surfaces while leaving the white pigment packed in the pores — this restores the clean contrast between 

dark flat grain and whitefilled pores 

C. Apply an additional heavy coat of cerusing wax to deepen the white pigment in the pores further 

D. Sand the surface with 80grit sandpaper to remove all white pigment and restart the cerusing process 

 

 

 

99. A painter is applying a waterbased polyurethane to a previously stained pine floor. The stain has 

dried for 48 hours as recommended by the manufacturer. After applying the first coat of polyurethane, 

the painter notices that the stain colour has "bled" into the polyurethane — the previously sharp stain 

colour boundaries have become blurred and the light areas between stained boards have darkened. What 

is the cause? 

 

A. The 48hour stain drying time was adequate and the bleed was caused by a defective polyurethane 

batch 

B. The water in the polyurethane reactivated the stain — even though the stain appeared dry, the water 

carrier in the polyurethane dissolved and redistributed the stain pigment before the polyurethane film set 

C. The polyurethane was applied at excessive thickness and the heavy film pushed stain out of the pores 

D. The pine floor absorbed the polyurethane unevenly, creating the illusion of stain bleed at the 

boundaries 

 

 



100. A painter is finishing a set of ash dining chairs with a sprayed precatalyzed lacquer. The chairs 

have complex geometry — turned legs, spindle backs, and contoured seats. During spraying, the painter 

notices that the lacquer builds up heavily in the inside corners where spindles meet the seat and back. 

This heavy buildup is prone to sagging and slow drying. What technique minimizes this accumulation? 

 

A. Spray the complex intersections first with a reduced fan width and lighter passes, then spray the flat 

surfaces with normal settings — by starting with light fog coats at the complex geometry, the painter 

builds coverage gradually without the heavy accumulation that occurs when spraying past intersections 

during fullfan flatsurface passes 

B. Spray at maximum pressure to atomize the lacquer more finely and reduce buildup in inside corners 

C. Spray only the flat surfaces and brush the inside corners for more controlled material application 

D. Apply the lacquer by dipping the entire chair into a tank of mixed lacquer for uniform coverage 

 

 

 

101. A painter is refinishing a 100yearold pine farmhouse table. The client wants to preserve the aged, 

distressed character of the table while providing a protective finish. The painter recommends a 

penetrating oilwax finish rather than a filmbuilding polyurethane. Why is the oilwax finish more 

appropriate for this application? 

 

A. Oilwax finishes are more durable than polyurethane on all pine surfaces regardless of the application 

B. Oilwax finishes are the only products that can be applied to pine wood that is over 50 years old safely 

C. Oilwax finishes cannot be applied to distressed furniture and a polyurethane is actually the better 

choice 

D. A penetrating oilwax finish enhances the aged patina without the plasticlike surface film that 

polyurethane creates — it penetrates the wood and cures within the fibres, maintaining the tactile, 

natural character of the distressed surface; it is also easily renewed by spotapplication without stripping 

 

 



102. A painter on an industrial project mixes a batch of twocomponent epoxy. The TDS specifies "mix 

Part A and Part B at a ratio of 2:1 by volume, then allow 15 minutes induction time before use." The 

painter mixes the components but begins spraying immediately without the induction period. What 

consequence may result from skipping the induction time? 

 

A. Skipping induction time has no effect on the epoxy's performance since mixing activates the full 

reaction 

B. The induction time is recommended only for brush application and is not needed for spray application 

C. The epoxy components have not had sufficient time to prereact and achieve the correct molecular 

state for application — skipping induction can result in poor adhesion, incomplete curing, reduced 

chemical resistance, and diminished film integrity 

D. The induction time is a recommendation for cold weather only and does not apply at room 

temperature 

 

 

 

103. An industrial specification requires the painter to apply a "mist coat" of epoxy over an inorganic 

zincrich primer (IOZ) before the full intermediate coat. What is the purpose of this mist coat? 

 

A. The mist coat seals the surface of the IOZ to prevent graffiti from being applied during construction 

B. The mist coat seals the porous IOZ surface gradually — a thin fog pass fills the open pores of the zinc 

film without trapping air; this prevents the outgassing (bubbling and pinholes) that would occur if the 

fullthickness intermediate coat were applied directly over the porous IOZ 

C. The mist coat provides a colour contrast that helps the inspector identify areas that need attention 

D. The mist coat accelerates the curing of the IOZ primer by sealing atmospheric moisture against the 

film 

 

 

 



104. A painter on an industrial project is applying a coating to structural steel in a facility where welding 

operations are ongoing in an adjacent bay. The specification prohibits coating application within 10 

metres of active welding. The painter sets up 8 metres from a welder who is actively welding overhead. 

Is this acceptable? 

 

A. No — the painter is within the 10metre exclusion zone specified by the project; welding generates 

sparks, UV radiation, and heat that can ignite solvent vapours, damage wet coatings, and contaminate 

freshly coated surfaces with welding spatter 

B. Yes — the 10metre distance is measured vertically, not horizontally, and the welder is above the 

painter 

C. Yes — the 10metre requirement applies only when the painter is using solventbased coatings 

outdoors 

D. No — but only because the welder's UV radiation will change the colour of the coating being applied 

 

 

 

105. A coating inspector on an industrial project requires the painter to perform a "crosshatch adhesion 

test" (ASTM D3359 Method B) on the completed coating system. The test produces a 3B result — 

approximately 515% of the coating was removed from the crosshatched area. The specification requires 

a minimum of 4B. Does this test result pass? 

 

A. Yes — 3B exceeds the minimum requirement of 4B because lower numbers represent better adhesion 

B. No — 3B is below 4B on the adhesion scale; the scale runs from 0B (complete failure) to 5B (no 

removal); a 3B result with 515% removal does not meet the minimum 4B requirement (less than 5% 

removal) 

C. Yes — the crosshatch test is pass/fail only and any result above 0B is considered acceptable practice 

D. No — but 3B requires only one additional topcoat to improve the adhesion to the 4B minimum 

standard 

 

 



106. A painter on an industrial project encounters a specification requiring "SSPCSP 10 / NACE No. 2 

(NearWhite Metal Blast Cleaning)" on structural steel. After blast cleaning, the inspector examines the 

surface and finds that approximately 3% of the area retains light staining or discolouration. Does this 

meet SP 10? 

 

A. No — SP 10 requires 100% stainfree white metal identical to SP 5 without any remaining staining 

B. No — SP 10 permits only 1% staining and the 3% exceeds this limit for nearwhite blast specification 

C. Yes — SP 10 is identical to SP 6 Commercial Blast and permits up to 33% staining on the surface 

D. Yes — SP 10 permits up to 5% staining (light shadows, streaks, or slight discolouration); at 3%, the 

surface meets the nearwhite metal standard 

 

 

 

107. A painter on an industrial project is applying a polyurethane topcoat to an exterior steel structure. 

The TDS warns: "Do not apply when rain is expected within 4 hours." The painter checks the forecast 

and sees a 30% chance of rain in 3 hours. Should the painter proceed? 

 

A. The painter should exercise caution — a 30% rain probability within the 4hour rainfree window 

creates a risk that rain could damage the uncured coating; the painter should either wait for a more 

favorable forecast, prepare rain protection, or apply only to areas that can be protected from rain 

B. A 30% chance of rain means there is a 70% chance of no rain, which is favorable odds for proceeding 

C. The rain forecast applies only to thunderstorms and light rain has no effect on polyurethane coatings 

D. The 4hour rainfree requirement is a guideline only and does not require monitoring weather forecasts 

 

 

 

108. An industrial specification calls for "thermal spray metallizing" (TSM) with zinc on a bridge 

structure. After applying the metallized zinc at the specified thickness (200 micrometres), the 



specification requires a "sealer" over the metallized surface. What is the purpose of the sealer over the 

metallized zinc? 

 

A. The sealer changes the colour of the metallized zinc from grey to a more aesthetically pleasing shade 

B. The sealer protects the metallized zinc from UV degradation that would destroy its protective 

function 

C. The sealer penetrates into the porous metallized zinc surface and fills the interconnected voids — 

without sealer, moisture can penetrate through the porous metallic layer and reach the steel substrate, 

reducing the protection; the sealer creates a continuous barrier within and over the metallized layer 

D. The sealer provides electrical insulation that prevents galvanic corrosion between the zinc and the 

steel 

 

 

 

109. A painter on an industrial project applies a zincrich primer and allows it to cure for 48 hours. The 

specification calls for applying an epoxy mist coat followed by the full epoxy intermediate. Before the 

mist coat, the inspector requires the painter to remove any zinc salt deposits from the primer surface. 

How are zinc salts identified on the primer surface? 

 

A. Zinc salts are invisible and can only be detected through laboratory chemical analysis of surface 

samples 

B. Zinc salts appear as a white, powdery, or crystalline residue on the zinc primer surface — they form 

from the zinc reacting with atmospheric moisture and CO₂; the deposits are visible and can be identified 

by their white colour and chalky texture on the darker grey zinc primer 

C. Zinc salts appear as dark brown staining that resembles rust forming on the zinc primer surface 

D. Zinc salts are green crystals that form only in humid coastal environments near saltwater exposure 

 

 

 



110. A painter on an industrial project is applying a twocomponent epoxy at a specified WFT of 12 mils. 

The product has 65% volume solids. The specification requires a minimum DFT of 7 mils. Will this 

WFT produce an acceptable DFT? 

 

A. No — the DFT will be only 4.8 mils, which is below the 7mil specification minimum for the project 

B. No — the WFT gauge cannot be used for twocomponent products because of the chemical reaction 

C. Yes — the DFT will be 12 mils because twocomponent products do not lose volume during the cure 

D. Yes — DFT = 12 × 0.65 = 7.8 mils, which exceeds the 7mil minimum specification requirement 

 

 

 

111. A painter on an industrial project has been applying a coating system for several weeks. The 

weather changes and fog rolls in, raising the relative humidity to 92% and reducing the dew point 

clearance to 1°C. The specification requires a minimum 3°C clearance between surface temperature and 

dew point. What must the painter do? 

 

A. Stop all coating application — the 1°C dew point clearance is below the required 3°C minimum; 

condensation may form on the steel surface or on wet coating, causing adhesion failure and surface 

defects; the painter must wait until conditions improve before resuming work 

B. Continue applying coating since the humidity will improve as the fog dissipates later in the afternoon 

C. Increase the spray pressure to apply the coating faster before conditions deteriorate further than 

present 

D. Apply a moisturecuring primer instead of the specified product since it cures by reacting with 

humidity 

 

 

 



112. An industrial coating inspector discovers that the painter has been measuring DFT with a gauge 

that has not been calibrated within the last 12 months. The inspection standard requires annual gauge 

calibration. What is the consequence of using an uncalibrated gauge? 

 

A. Uncalibrated gauges always read higher than actual, providing false assurance that DFT 

specifications are met 

B. Uncalibrated gauges always read lower than actual, causing unnecessary additional material 

application 

C. All DFT readings taken with the uncalibrated gauge are of questionable accuracy — the readings 

cannot be relied upon to verify specification compliance; the gauge must be calibrated, and a 

representative sample of previously measured areas must be rechecked with a calibrated gauge to verify 

the earlier readings 

D. Gauge calibration is recommended but not mandatory and has no effect on the validity of DFT 

readings 

 

 

 

113. A painter on a bridge painting project is applying a threecoat system. The project uses SSPCPA 2 

for DFT verification. Under PA 2, the painter takes spot measurements at five locations on a primer 

coat. The specification requires 3.0 to 5.0 mils. The five readings are: 3.2, 4.1, 3.8, 5.6, and 4.3. Is the 

5.6mil reading a concern? 

 

A. Yes — 5.6 mils exceeds the specified maximum of 5.0 mils and is a documentation concern at 

minimum 

B. The 5.6mil reading exceeds the 5.0mil maximum specification — while PA 2 primarily addresses 

minimum DFT compliance, excessive DFT can cause problems including solvent entrapment, cracking, 

and reduced adhesion; the inspector should evaluate whether the overthickness is localized or 

widespread and whether it poses a performance risk 

C. No — PA 2 evaluates only the minimum DFT and does not address readings above the maximum 

limit 

D. No — any reading above the minimum is always acceptable regardless of how far it exceeds the 

maximum 



114. An industrial specification calls for a "surfacetolerant" epoxy primer for maintenance painting 

where ideal surface preparation is not possible. What does "surfacetolerant" mean for an epoxy primer? 

 

A. The primer can tolerate exposure to any chemical or solvent without degradation after it cures 

B. The primer tolerates any amount of rust and contamination without any preparation whatsoever 

needed 

C. The primer tolerates application at any temperature range from 20°C to 60°C without performance 

loss 

D. The primer is formulated to adhere to surfaces with lessthanideal preparation — it can tolerate tight 

rust, aged coatings, and slightly contaminated surfaces where standard primers would fail; it penetrates 

and wets marginal surfaces that conventional primers cannot effectively bond to 

 

 

 

115. A painter on an industrial project is applying a threecoat system to a steel water storage tank. After 

the primer and intermediate coats, the painter applies the polyurethane topcoat. During the topcoat 

application, the painter notices that the coating is "crawling" — pulling away from certain areas and 

leaving uncoated spots. The intermediate coat appears clean and smooth. What is the most likely cause 

of the crawling? 

 

A. The intermediate coat surface is contaminated with an invisible, hydrophobic contaminant (silicone, 

oil, grease, or wax) that prevents the topcoat from wetting those specific areas — even invisible 

contaminants at microscopic levels can cause crawling 

B. The polyurethane topcoat has exceeded its pot life and is no longer able to wet the surface properly 

C. The intermediate coat has cured beyond its recoat window, creating a chemically inert surface 

problem 

D. The spray tip is worn and is not atomizing the topcoat properly for adequate surface wetting quality 

 

 



116. An industrial specification requires "amine bloom" removal before overcoating an epoxy coating. 

What is amine bloom, and how is it removed? 

 

A. Amine bloom is a rustlike discolouration that forms on epoxy from UV exposure during outdoor 

curing 

B. Amine bloom is a cosmetic pigment variation that occurs between different batches of epoxy 

products 

C. Amine bloom is a waxy, greasy, or cloudy film that forms on the surface of aminecured epoxies 

during curing, particularly in cool or humid conditions — it is caused by the amine hardener reacting 

with moisture and CO₂; it must be removed by washing with water and mild detergent, or by solvent 

wiping, before overcoating because it prevents intercoat adhesion 

D. Amine bloom is a beneficial surface condition that improves intercoat adhesion with the next coat 

 

 

 

117. A painter on an industrial project is applying a highbuild epoxy at 8 mils DFT to the interior of a 

vertical steel tank wall. To prevent sagging, the painter applies the coating in two passes — 

approximately 4 mils per pass with a 10minute flash time between passes. After both passes, the total 

DFT measures 7.5 mils. Is this application technique and DFT acceptable? 

 

A. The twopass technique is not acceptable since each specified coat must be applied in a single pass 

only 

B. The twopass "wetonwet" technique is standard practice for achieving high DFT on vertical surfaces; 

however, the 7.5mil result is 0.5 mils below the 8mil specification and additional material may need to 

be applied to the deficient areas 

C. The DFT of 7.5 mils is within tolerance and the twopass technique is approved for all specifications 

D. The 10minute flash time is too long and has created two separate coats rather than one fused coat 

 

 



118. A coating inspector on an industrial project discovers that the atmospheric monitoring log shows a 

relative humidity reading of 87% during primer application on one day. The TDS maximum for the 

primer is 85% RH. The primer appears normal — DFT is within specification and no visible defects are 

present. What should the inspector do? 

 

A. Accept the primer since all measurable quality criteria (DFT, visual inspection) are satisfactory now 

B. Require immediate removal of all primer applied during the 87% RH period regardless of appearance 

C. Backfill the log entry to read 84% since the 2% overage is within the instrument's margin of error 

D. Document the environmental nonconformance, perform additional adhesion testing on the primer 

applied during the highhumidity period to verify the film's integrity, implement corrective procedures 

for future monitoring compliance, and make an informed accept/reject decision based on the test results 

 

 

 

119. A painter on an industrial project is applying a coating to the exterior of largediameter (2metre) 

steel pipes in a pipeline facility. The pipes are horizontal, supported on pipe racks. What unique 

challenge does the bottom (6 o'clock position) of horizontal pipes present during coating application? 

 

A. The bottom of horizontal pipes is the most difficult area to coat — gravity pulls the wet coating 

downward, creating sags and drips; additionally, the bottom surface is the hardest to access for spray 

application and tends to receive the thinnest coverage of any surface on the pipe 

B. The bottom of horizontal pipes receives the most coating because gravity pulls material to the low 

point 

C. The bottom of horizontal pipes requires no coating since it faces downward and is protected from 

weather 

D. The bottom of horizontal pipes is coated identically to the top with no additional challenges or 

techniques 

 

 



120. An industrial specification calls for a "polysiloxane" topcoat on an exterior steel structure. What 

advantage does a polysiloxane topcoat provide compared to a standard aliphatic polyurethane topcoat? 

 

A. Polysiloxane topcoats are less expensive than polyurethane and are specified for budgetconscious 

work 

B. Polysiloxane topcoats have no advantage over standard polyurethane and are specified 

interchangeably 

C. Polysiloxane topcoats combine the UV and weather resistance of polyurethane with the chemical 

resistance of epoxy — they provide superior gloss and colour retention over extended service life, and 

many polysiloxane products can be applied in fewer coats, reducing the total system complexity 

D. Polysiloxane topcoats are available only in clear formulations and cannot be tinted to specific colours 

 

 

 

121. A painter on an industrial project is tasked with applying a coating inside a steel vessel that has 

contained petroleum products. The vessel has been cleaned and gasfreed. Before any coating work 

begins, what critical step must be performed? 

 

A. A visual inspection of the vessel's interior cleanliness is sufficient verification before coating begins 

B. Confined space entry procedures must be completed including atmospheric testing to verify the 

vessel is safe for entry — the vessel must be tested for residual hydrocarbons (LEL), oxygen level, and 

toxic gases even after cleaning and gasfreeing; a confined space entry permit must be issued before any 

worker enters 

C. The painter can enter after smelling the air at the vessel opening to verify no petroleum odour 

remains 

D. The vessel manufacturer must provide a written clearance letter before any coating work can begin 

 

 

 



122. An industrial coating specification requires "holiday testing" on a tank lining. The total lining DFT 

is 30 mils. The inspector selects highvoltage spark testing. The test voltage must be calculated based on 

the coating thickness. Using the common formula (voltage = 100 × √mils), what test voltage should be 

set? 

 

A. 3,000 volts — calculated by multiplying the DFT by 100 directly without the square root function 

B. 300 volts — calculated by dividing the DFT by 100 and applying the square root to the result 

C. 30 volts — calculated by dividing the DFT by the constant of 100 for the voltage determination 

D. Approximately 548 volts — calculated as 100 × √30 = 100 × 5.48 = 548 volts 

 

 

 

123. A painter on an industrial maintenance project is overcoating an existing threecoat system that has 

been in service for 15 years. The existing topcoat (polyurethane) has chalked, lost gloss, and thinned 

from weathering. The specification calls for a maintenance topcoat. Before overcoating, what must be 

done? 

 

A. Clean the surface to remove all chalk and contamination (pressure wash or solvent wipe), then abrade 

by sanding or light sweep blasting to create mechanical tooth on the inert, cured polyurethane surface — 

the new topcoat requires physical grip since the old surface will not chemically bond with the new coat 

B. Apply the maintenance topcoat directly over the chalked surface without any preparation or cleaning 

C. Strip the entire 15yearold threecoat system and reapply from blast cleaning for maximum durability 

D. Apply a coat of rust converter over the chalked polyurethane to chemically prepare it for overcoating 

 

 

 



124. An industrial specification requires the painting contractor to perform a "test patch" before 

production painting begins. The test patch must include the complete coating system applied to a 

representative area of the actual structure. What is the purpose of this test patch? 

 

A. The test patch verifies the colour match only and has no other quality assessment function or purpose 

B. The test patch is required only for projects with government funding and is optional for private clients 

C. The test patch establishes the quality standard for the project — it verifies that the preparation 

methods, products, and application techniques produce a coating system that meets all specification 

requirements (DFT, adhesion, appearance, compatibility) on the actual substrate under actual field 

conditions 

D. The test patch is a material consumption test that measures how much coating the project will require 

 

 

 

125. A painter on an offshore platform project is applying a coating to structural steel in the atmospheric 

zone (above the splash zone). The specification calls for a threecoat system: zincrich primer, epoxy 

intermediate, and polyurethane topcoat. The total system DFT requirement is 12 mils minimum. After 

all three coats, the DFT survey shows an average of 11.5 mils with several individual readings at 10.8 

mils. Under PA 2, is this acceptable? 

 

A. Yes — the individual readings exceed 80% of the minimum (80% × 12 = 9.6 mils) and no further 

action 

B. No — the average DFT of 11.5 mils is below the 12mil minimum; additional topcoat must be applied 

to bring the average to at least 12 mils, and all individual readings must exceed the 80% threshold (9.6 

mils), which they do at 10.8 mils 

C. Yes — the 10.8mil minimum reading is within 10% of the specification and is within normal 

tolerance 

D. No — any reading below 12 mils requires the entire threecoat system to be stripped and completely 

reapplied 

 



126. A painter on an industrial project encounters a specification requiring "duplex system" protection 

on hotdip galvanized structural steel. What does a duplex system involve? 

 

A. A duplex system uses two different primer types applied in alternating coats for layered protection 

B. A duplex system applies the same coating to both sides of a steel plate simultaneously at the factory 

C. A duplex system uses identical coating systems applied by two different contractors for redundancy 

D. A duplex system combines hotdip galvanizing with a paint coating system applied over the 

galvanized surface — the zinc provides sacrificial cathodic protection while the paint provides barrier 

protection, and together they provide service life exceeding what either system provides alone 

 

 

 

127. A painter on an industrial project is applying a coal tar epoxy to the interior of a buried steel pipe. 

Coal tar epoxy has a characteristic strong odour and contains coal tar pitch, a suspected carcinogen. 

What PPE is specifically required for this application beyond standard painting PPE? 

 

A. Suppliedair respiratory protection (not just cartridgetype), chemicalresistant coveralls, and 

impervious gloves — the coal tar pitch in the product is a suspected carcinogen that can be absorbed 

through the skin; in a confined space like a pipe interior, supplied air is mandatory due to the high 

vapour concentration 

B. Standard nitrile gloves and a halfface organic vapour respirator are adequate for coal tar epoxy work 

C. A dust mask and safety glasses are the only additional PPE required beyond standard painting 

equipment 

D. Coal tar epoxy requires no special PPE beyond what is used for standard epoxy coating applications 

 

 

 



128. An industrial coating inspector performs a final quality review on a completed project. The DFT 

survey shows that 95% of the readings are within specification. However, 5% of the readings are slightly 

below the minimum. The inspector must decide whether to accept the work or require additional 

coating. What factors influence this decision? 

 

A. The 5% low readings are statistically insignificant and the project should be accepted without 

question 

B. All readings must be within specification with zero exceptions for any industrial coating project 

C. The inspector evaluates whether the low readings exceed the PA 2 threshold (80% of minimum), 

whether the average of all readings meets the minimum, the severity and location of the deficient 

readings, and whether the low areas are in critical service zones — this comprehensive assessment 

guides the accept/correct/reject decision 

D. The inspector must reject the entire project if any reading falls below the specification minimum 

value 

 

 

 

129. A painter on an industrial project applies the final topcoat to a structure. The specification requires 

a 30day "cure period" before the structure is placed in service. The owner wants to place the structure in 

service after 14 days to meet a production schedule. What should the painter communicate? 

 

A. The 14day accelerated service date is acceptable for all polyurethane topcoats in warm weather 

service 

B. The 30day cure period specified is necessary for the coating system to achieve full chemical 

resistance and hardness — placing the structure in service at 14 days risks exposing the incompletely 

cured coating to chemical, mechanical, or environmental stresses that it cannot yet withstand, potentially 

causing premature failure 

C. The cure period is a guideline only and the owner can place the structure in service at any time 

desired 

D. The coating achieves full cure within 24 hours and the 30day requirement is excessive and 

unnecessary 



130. A painting contractor completes a large industrial coating project. The owner requests a "warranty 

inspection" at the 1year mark. During the inspection, the contractor and owner walk the structure and 

identify any coating defects that have developed during the first year of service. What is the purpose of 

this warranty inspection? 

 

A. The warranty inspection is a sales opportunity for the contractor to propose additional painting 

projects 

B. The warranty inspection is required only by government regulations and is optional for private 

owners 

C. The warranty inspection verifies that the coating system is performing as specified — identifying any 

defects early allows targeted repairs under warranty before small problems grow into large failures; it 

protects both the owner's investment and the contractor's reputation 

D. The warranty inspection is a formality with no practical value beyond completing administrative 

paperwork 

 

Practice Exam 13: Answer Key and Explanations 

1. B — A flash fire in a solvent vapour cloud is a life-threatening emergency. The vapour can re-ignite 

from any of multiple ignition sources in a fabrication shop (crane rails, welding, electrical panels). The 

painter must evacuate immediately, alert all workers in the area, and activate the fire alarm. Attempting 

to fight a vapour fire without proper training and equipment is extremely dangerous. 

 

2. D — Wet pavement reduces friction at the ladder base, increasing the risk of the ladder sliding out. 

The painter must verify the rubber feet are clean and undamaged, ensure the ladder is on a firm, level 

surface, and consider placing the feet on a dry, non-slip material such as a rubber mat. A ladder on wet 

pavement without proper precautions is a fall hazard. 

 

3. C — Painting adjacent to an operating theatre requires the highest level of contamination control. Full 

containment barriers with negative air pressure and HEPA filtration prevent any dust, vapour, or 

particulate from the painting work from entering the operating theatre's positive-pressure environment. 

A closed door alone is insufficient containment for this critical adjacency. 

 

4. A — Working on a swing stage at the 12th floor without a fall arrest harness is a potentially fatal 

safety violation. The painter must report the situation to the site supervisor immediately. Personal 



comfort preferences do not override mandatory fall protection requirements — the coworker's refusal to 

wear the harness puts their life at risk. 

 

5. D — Isocyanates (found in polyurethane coatings, polyurea, and some epoxy hardeners) are potent 

respiratory sensitizers. Once a worker becomes sensitized — which can happen after a single high 

exposure or repeated low exposures — even trace amounts of isocyanate can trigger severe 

bronchospasm (asthma attack) that can be life-threatening. Supplied-air respiratory protection is 

required. 

 

6. B — The residential-grade extension cord may be undersized for the spray equipment's amperage 

draw, causing overheating and potential fire. The cord lying in a muddy walkway creates a trip hazard 

for other workers, and the connections exposed to water create a shock hazard. Construction-grade, 

properly rated cords on overhead or protected routes are required. 

 

7. A — WHMIS requires that Safety Data Sheets be readily accessible to all workers at all times during 

their shift. A locked binder in an absent foreman's truck prevents the painter from accessing critical first 

aid information during an eye splash emergency. SDSs must be available in an unlocked, known 

location on every job site. 

 

8. C — Volume solids of 45% means that after all water and solvents evaporate during drying, 45% of 

the original wet film volume remains as the dry coating. This value is used to calculate the DFT from the 

WFT: DFT = WFT × 0.45. It tells the painter exactly how much of the applied wet film will remain as 

protection. 

 

9. D — The continuous relief valve venting indicates that the air pressure inside the pot has exceeded 

the valve's set point — the pot is over-pressurized. This is a safety concern because the pressurized pot 

could fail catastrophically. The painter must stop work, reduce the air supply pressure to the correct 

setting, and inspect the pot and all connections. 

 

10. B — "NTS" on an architectural drawing means "Not to Scale." The detail is drawn to illustrate a 

concept or configuration, not for dimensional accuracy. Measurements cannot be taken from the 

drawing with a scale ruler — all actual dimensions must come from the written specifications or field 

measurements. 

 



11. A — Converting 75 micrometres to mils: 75 ÷ 25.4 = 2.95 mils. This conversion is essential when 

working with specifications that reference both metric and imperial DFT values. One mil equals 25.4 

micrometres, so dividing any micrometer reading by 25.4 produces the equivalent value in mils. 

 

12. D — The theoretical coverage rate assumes zero waste at a specific DFT — a mathematically perfect 

application. The practical rate accounts for real-world material losses: surface texture absorption, roller 

loading waste, spray overspray, mixing loss, and container residue. The practical rate is always lower 

and is the correct value for accurate material estimation. 

 

13. C — "Actual" VOC content measures the total volatile organic compounds present in the product as 

manufactured. "Regulatory" VOC content excludes certain exempt compounds (acetone, some glycol 

ethers, and other exempt solvents) from the calculation per government regulations. The actual VOC 

may be significantly higher than the regulatory value for the same product. 

 

14. B — Dumping solvent-based coatings on the ground is illegal disposal of hazardous waste. Solvents 

contaminate soil and can leach into groundwater, creating long-term environmental damage. The 

contractor faces environmental fines, soil remediation costs, and potential criminal charges for illegal 

hazardous waste disposal. 

 

15. A — "According to the manufacturer's recommendations" means the TDS is the definitive authority. 

The manufacturer has tested the product under specific conditions and documented the parameters that 

produce the specified performance. Temperature limits, recoat times, coverage rates, preparation 

requirements, and thinning ratios must follow the product-specific TDS. 

 

16. D — Encapsulation (painting over lead paint) is only acceptable when the existing lead paint is 

sound, well-adhered, and not actively deteriorating. Peeling, flaking, or chalking lead paint must be 

removed using lead-safe work practices because the encapsulating coating cannot adhere to a failing 

substrate, and the loose lead paint remains a hazard. 

 

17. C — "As-built" documentation records what was actually done versus what was originally specified. 

It captures the final record of products used (with batch numbers), actual colours applied, any deviations 

from the specification, and locations of special treatments. This documentation is essential for future 

maintenance, warranty reference, and touch-up matching. 

 

18. B — The general contractor is responsible for coordinating trades to prevent cross-contamination. 

Concrete cutting and painting should not occur simultaneously in connected spaces without proper dust 



control. The general contractor must schedule the work to avoid conflict or install dust barriers and 

ventilation to contain the cutting dust. 

 

19. A — The 2-year warranty obligates the painter to correct coating failures caused by defective 

workmanship or defective materials at no additional cost. Failures from owner negligence (physical 

damage, improper cleaning), structural movement, or normal wear and aging are typically excluded 

from the warranty's coverage. 

 

20. D — A verbal agreement for additional work has no written documentation of scope, price, or 

schedule impact. If a dispute arises about what was agreed, neither party has written evidence to 

reference. All change orders should be documented in writing with clear scope definition, agreed 

pricing, and both parties' signatures. 

 

21. C — The diesel-based form release agent creates a hydrophobic barrier that causes latex primer to 

bead up and reject the surface. The oily film must be completely removed by degreasing with detergent, 

solvent cleaning, or light abrasive methods. Until the release agent is removed, no water-based coating 

will wet or adhere to the concrete. 

 

22. B — The silicate densifier filled the concrete pores that would normally provide mechanical grip for 

the epoxy. The dense, sealed surface provides no tooth for adhesion. The peeling in a continuous sheet 

confirms zero mechanical bond. More aggressive profiling, a specialized primer rated for densified 

concrete, or adhesion-promoting treatments may be needed. 

 

23. A — Smoke-damaged surfaces require thorough cleaning (chemical sponge or TSP solution) to 

remove soot and smoke residue, followed by a stain-blocking primer (shellac-based or odour-blocking 

primer) that seals both the discolouration and the embedded smoke odour. Standard primers cannot 

block the persistent stain and odour that smoke deposits produce. 

 

24. D — New (shiny) galvanized surfaces have a fresh zinc oxide passive layer that resists paint 

adhesion more effectively than the weathered oxide on aged surfaces. New galvanizing may require 

etching, abrading, or a wash primer to break through the passive layer. Aged galvanizing that has 

weathered naturally develops a rougher surface that accepts primers more readily. 

 

25. C — Water damage requires assessment of the damage extent. Soft, crumbly compound must be 

removed and reapplied. Drywall with delaminated paper or deteriorated gypsum core must be replaced. 



Sound but stained drywall is primed with a stain-blocking primer after thorough drying. The repair 

approach depends on the severity of damage at each location. 

 

26. B — The preparation must create a smooth transition between the remaining adhered latex and the 

exposed block filler. Feathering the edges by sanding eliminates the visible step between paint layers. 

The exposed block filler is primed to equalize its absorption with the surrounding painted surface. The 

topcoat then produces a uniform appearance. 

 

27. D — Alligatoring is a complete, irreversible film failure. The deep, interconnected cracks extend 

through the entire coating depth. No filler, primer, or overcoat can reliably adhere to the fragmented, 

cracked surface. The entire coating must be removed to bare wood and the system rebuilt from primer. 

 

28. A — Bare wood and still-stained areas absorb topcoat at very different rates. Priming the bare wood 

equalizes its absorption rate with the sealed, stained areas. The solid stain then covers both surfaces 

more uniformly. Without primer on the bare wood, the final colour would be dramatically different 

between bare and stained zones. 

 

29. C — For extensive map cracking over an entire plaster ceiling, individual crack filling is impractical. 

A fibreglass mesh lining paper or lightweight wall covering applied over the stable but cracked plaster 

bridges all cracks simultaneously, creating a new, smooth, crack-free surface that can be primed and 

topcoated. 

 

30. B — The routed edges expose raw MDF core that is significantly more porous and fibrous than the 

factory-sealed surface. Without additional sealing, the exposed fibres swell when wetted by primer or 

topcoat, and the raw core absorbs coating heavily. A dedicated MDF sealer or extra primer coat seals the 

exposed core before topcoating. 

 

31. D — The non-breathable alkyd enamel trapped moisture inside the chimney structure. The solution 

requires addressing both the moisture entry (repair crown and flashing) and the coating type (switch to a 

breathable, vapour-permeable masonry coating that allows trapped moisture to escape outward while 

keeping rain out). 

 

32. A — Contact cement creates a rubber-like surface that standard primers cannot wet. The dried 

contact cement residue must be physically removed by scraping and dissolved with an appropriate 

solvent. All residue must be cleared from the drywall surface before any coating system can achieve 

adhesion to the substrate beneath. 



33. C — A penetrating concrete sealer protects the concrete without building a surface film that would 

cover and eliminate the exposed aggregate texture. The sealer preserves the original slip-resistant texture 

while providing UV and moisture protection. Any film-building coating would fill the aggregate texture 

and reduce slip resistance. 

 

34. B — Since the fire escape must remain accessible at all times, preparation and painting must proceed 

in sections. One flight or landing is prepared, painted, dried, and returned to service before the next 

section begins. This maintains continuous emergency egress while allowing the entire structure to be 

systematically completed. 

 

35. D — All contaminants must be removed first (scrape caulk, wash compound, remove adhesive labels 

with solvent). Then the entire frame is sanded or scuffed to degloss the factory primer and create tooth. 

Bare metal areas are spot-primed with a compatible metal primer. Finally, the entire frame receives the 

topcoat. 

 

36. A — The MVER of 5 pounds exceeds the polyurea system's maximum tolerance of 3 pounds by 

67%. Applying the polyurea over this moisture level will result in blistering and delamination as the 

moisture vapour pushes against the impermeable coating from below. A moisture mitigation system 

must be installed first. 

 

37. C — Surface checking (fine cracks in the topcoat only) can be repaired by sanding the checked 

surface smooth and overcoating. Unlike alligatoring, which penetrates the full film depth, checking 

affects only the surface layer while the underlying coats remain sound. Sanding, priming, and topcoating 

over the sound underlayers produces a satisfactory result. 

 

38. B — The wood-to-concrete junction at the base of fence posts is the most vulnerable point for 

moisture entry and rot. The end grain of the post wicks water from the surrounding concrete and soil. 

The painter must clean this junction, verify the wood is sound, and ensure the coating extends down into 

the junction to seal this critical transition zone. 

 

39. D — Multiple wallpaper layers must be removed one at a time because each layer may have 

different adhesive and different removal requirements. The combined weight of three layers makes one-

pass removal extremely difficult. Each layer must be individually soaked, scored, and stripped, with 

drywall assessment and repair between layers. 

 



40. A — Flash rust between the blast-cleaned steel and the primer acts as a weak contaminant layer that 

prevents direct primer-to-steel bonding. The blistering occurred specifically where flash rust was present 

because the primer bonded to the rust rather than to the clean steel. This demonstrates why priming 

within the specified time window (typically 4-8 hours) is critical. 

 

41. C — SSPC-SP 2 (Hand Tool Cleaning) requires removal of only loose rust, loose paint, and loose 

mill scale. Tightly adhered materials may remain. SP 2 is the least aggressive of the SSPC surface 

preparation standards and is used for maintenance painting where more thorough methods are not 

practical. 

 

42. B — Residual Danish oil in the wood pores creates a hydrophobic barrier that prevents polyurethane 

from bonding. Thorough sanding removes surface oil, and solvent wiping extracts embedded oil from 

the pores. Adhesion testing on a small area before full application verifies that the preparation was 

adequate. 

 

43. A — The localized peeling corresponds exactly to the buried section of the wall where soil moisture 

is migrating through the concrete. The hydrostatic pressure pushes the coating off from behind. Above 

the grade line, where no soil moisture pressure exists, the coating remains sound. This confirms 

moisture-driven failure. 

 

44. D — Soft, spongy wood beneath paint indicates active fungal decay that has been hidden by the 

coating. The decay must be addressed: probe to determine extent, remove all soft wood, treat remaining 

wood with a consolidant, fill the void with exterior-grade epoxy filler, and prime and paint the repair. 

Painting over decay allows it to continue. 

 

45. C — Orange peel texture requires two to three thin skim coats with sanding between each to fill 

progressively. A single coat — even applied heavily — would crack from shrinkage stress. Each thin 

coat fills more of the texture without the shrinkage risk, and intercoat sanding levels the surface 

progressively. 

 

46. B — The water running from punctured blisters confirms moisture is migrating through the stucco 

from behind. The impermeable elastomeric coating traps this moisture, creating hydraulic pressure that 

pushes the coating outward. The moisture source (ground contact, failed flashing, or interior humidity) 

must be corrected. 

 



47. A — The plastic sheet test (ASTM D4263) verifies moisture content in the plaster. If condensation 

forms on the underside of the plastic after 24 hours, the plaster still contains excessive moisture that will 

interfere with primer adhesion. Additional drying time is needed before coating. 

 

48. D — The existing polyurethane may be incompatible with epoxy — adhesion testing must verify 

bonding to both the polyurethane-coated areas and the bare concrete in the wear-through zones. If the 

epoxy does not adhere to the polyurethane, the entire remaining polyurethane coating must be removed. 

 

49. C — Biological growth (mildew, algae) must be killed and removed before staining. A mildew-

killing solution applied per the manufacturer's instructions kills the organisms, followed by scrubbing or 

pressure washing to remove the dead growth and staining. Staining over live biological growth traps it 

beneath the coating where it continues to grow. 

 

50. B — Raked mortar joints are recessed approximately 10 mm from the block face, creating deep 

channels that require significantly more block filler material than flush joints. A heavy first coat 

targeting the joints fills the recesses, followed by a full wall application to fill the block face pores. This 

two-pass approach is more material-intensive than standard CMU preparation. 

 

51. A — On a 35-metre corridor wall (105+ m² surface area), a single painter physically cannot maintain 

a continuous wet edge across the entire surface. The fundamental solution is a second painter — both 

working from opposite ends toward the middle — or switching to spray application, which eliminates 

the wet-edge limitation entirely. 

 

52. D — Spray application using HVLP or conventional spray produces the finest atomization and 

smoothest film deposition. The atomized coating self-levels before setting, producing a surface free of 

brush marks. For mirror-like finishes on doors, spray is the standard professional method. 

 

53. A — Some severe water stains require two coats of stain-blocking primer to fully seal the 

discolouration. The first coat reduces stain intensity, and the second coat blocks any remaining bleed-

through. This is normal for heavy stains and does not indicate a primer defect. 

 

54. C — The PVA primer was applied unevenly. Thin areas did not adequately seal the porous drywall, 

so the topcoat absorbed into the substrate (producing duller sheen). Properly primed areas sealed the 

surface and the topcoat sits on top (producing the correct sheen). An additional coat of primer on the 

thin areas equalizes sealing. 



55. B — After 8 hours at 15°C and 60% humidity, most quality latex coatings have achieved sufficient 

film formation to resist light dew. However, specific products vary, and the TDS should be consulted for 

the product's dew-resistance time. At lower temperatures, some products may require 12 or more hours. 

 

56. D — A fireplace surround coating must withstand elevated temperatures from the fire without 

yellowing, softening, cracking, or losing adhesion. The clear coat must have adequate heat resistance for 

the thermal cycling that occurs with each use of the fireplace. 

 

57. A — Spray mist entering the HVAC return grille will be distributed through the building's ductwork 

and into every room served by the system. The painter must either mask the return air grille with an 

appropriate filter or shut down the HVAC zone being sprayed to prevent building-wide overspray 

contamination. 

 

58. C — Coatings in food processing facilities that may have incidental food contact must be 

specifically approved — the cured coating must not leach harmful substances if food accidentally 

contacts the surface. CFIA or equivalent regulatory approval documentation must verify the product 

meets this requirement. 

 

59. B — Contamination (dirt, pollen, construction dust) on the first coat creates a weak intercoat bond. 

The topcoat bonds to the contaminant layer rather than to the coating beneath. Washing the first coat 

before the second coat removes the contamination and restores a clean surface for proper intercoat 

adhesion. 

 

60. D — The first coat appeared dry but had not cured internally. The solvents in the second coat 

penetrated the surface-dry first coat and re-dissolved the uncured material beneath. This caused the first 

coat to wrinkle and lift. Adequate drying time (not just surface-dry appearance) must be verified before 

recoating. 

 

61. A — Correctional facility "tamper-resistant" coatings require high-performance epoxy or catalyzed 

products. These coatings form a dense, cross-linked film that resists picking, peeling, scraping, and 

gouging. Standard latex is too soft and easily damaged for this demanding application. 

 

62. C — Coating applied in cool morning conditions (11°C) that is then exposed to a rapid temperature 

rise to 28°C may experience uneven drying. The suddenly hot surface can cause the still-curing film to 

dry too quickly on the surface while the interior remains uncured, potentially affecting sheen uniformity 

and adhesion. 



63. B — Zinc chromate primers contain hexavalent chromium, classified as a known human carcinogen. 

The painter should inform the specifier and request a modern, chromate-free alternative. Modern 

bonding primers and epoxy primers provide equivalent aluminum corrosion protection without the 

carcinogenic hazard. 

 

64. D — The clean separation at the drywall surface — with no coating material remaining on the paper 

— indicates the coating system never bonded to the substrate. Contamination (dust, powder, residual 

construction chemicals) on the drywall paper prevented the primer from adhering. The substrate should 

have been cleaned before priming. 

 

65. A — Rough-sawn cedar has a textured surface with deep saw marks that absorbs significantly more 

stain per square foot than smooth-planed wood. Applying at the smooth wood rate (200 ft²/gal) produces 

a film that is approximately 50% thinner than designed, resulting in lighter colour, less protection, and 

premature failure. 

 

66. C — The coating bridged across each small air void rather than filling it. The thin, unsupported film 

spanning each void reflects light differently than the coating bonded to solid concrete. This creates 

visible spots that correspond to every unfilled bug hole. Filling bug holes before coating eliminates this 

defect. 

 

67. B — Waterborne alkyd products undergo oxidative cross-linking after the water evaporates — 

similar to traditional alkyd. Any residual material in the brush core that was not completely flushed by 

water cleaning continues to cross-link and harden overnight. Thorough brush cleaning — including 

working the bristles deeply — is essential to prevent hardening. 

 

68. D — Thickening at 4 hours into a 6-hour pot life indicates the cross-linking reaction is advancing. 

The painter should use the material quickly if it still atomizes properly, but should stop when the spray 

pattern degrades. The material should not be thinned or extended beyond the point where quality suffers. 

 

69. A — The newly exposed bare wood must receive the full three-coat system specified for bare wood 

(primer + two topcoats). The painter should document the additional scope, communicate the change to 

the project manager, and apply the correct system. Applying fewer coats than specified on bare wood 

guarantees premature failure. 

 

70. C — DFT = WFT × volume solids = 6.0 × 0.50 = 3.0 mils. This calculation is the standard method 

for predicting the dry film thickness from any known wet film thickness and volume solids percentage. 



71. A — The alkyd primer surface was contaminated during the 24-hour drying period — pollen, wax 

drift, silicone, or other airborne contaminants deposited on the surface. These invisible contaminants 

prevent the latex topcoat from wetting those specific spots. Cleaning the primer surface before 

topcoating would have prevented the defect. 

 

72. D — The coating must remain flexible at -25°C without becoming brittle, cracking, or losing 

adhesion. Coatings that harden excessively in cold become rigid and cannot accommodate the substrate's 

thermal contraction. Low-temperature flexibility is the single most critical property for freezer service. 

 

73. A — A Flame Spread Index of 25 or less (Class A/Class 1) is a specific, measurable fire 

performance standard. The selected coating must have been tested in a flame spread tunnel (CAN/ULC-

S102 or ASTM E84) and achieved a documented rating of 25 or less. Manufacturer claims without test 

documentation do not satisfy the requirement. 

 

74. C — Acrylic latex binders are thermoplastic — they soften slightly at elevated temperatures. In 

direct sunlight, dark surfaces can reach 60-70°C, causing the binder to soften and feel tacky. The surface 

hardens again when it cools in shade. This is a known characteristic of latex coatings, not a product 

defect. 

 

75. B — Negative pressure ensures that air flows inward from the clean, completed spaces into the 

construction zone — not outward. All dust, debris, and vapours generated in the construction zone are 

drawn toward the HEPA filtration exhaust rather than migrating into finished areas. 

 

76. D — The second batch of texture material has a different viscosity than the first batch. Viscosity 

directly controls stipple height, pattern density, and texture character. Even a slight difference between 

batches produces a noticeably different pattern. All batches must be verified for consistent viscosity 

before application. 

 

77. A — Faint roller marks visible only under specific raking light from a pendant fixture are within 

normal limits for roller-applied flat latex. Unless the specification required spray application or a "zero 

visible texture" standard, this is a normal characteristic of the application method, not a defect requiring 

correction. 

 

78. C — A paint mitt wraps completely around a cylindrical bollard in one motion, depositing uniform 

coverage on all sides simultaneously. This is the most efficient and uniform method for round surfaces. 

Rollers contact only the front face, leaving thin coverage on the sides. 



79. B — Standard latex paint has no meaningful chemical resistance. A two-component epoxy or 

catalyzed coating forms a cross-linked film that resists penetration and degradation from acid, base, and 

solvent splash exposure. These products are specifically formulated for chemical exposure 

environments. 

 

80. A — Light frost on a coating that has dried for 12+ hours is less damaging than frost on freshly 

applied paint. However, the painter should inspect carefully for any whitening, reduced adhesion, or 

chalking. The product's TDS should be consulted for specific frost-resistance properties, as some 

products are more frost-tolerant than others. 

 

81. D — At 90 days — three times the 30-day maximum recoat window — the primer surface has 

become chemically inert. The intermediate coat cannot bond chemically to the aged primer. Thorough 

cleaning followed by mechanical abrasion (sanding or sweep blasting) creates the physical tooth needed 

for the intermediate to achieve adequate adhesion. 

 

82. C — The painter should have planned the strip layout before beginning — calculating the number of 

full strips across the wall and adjusting the starting position so the final strip is at least half a strip width. 

Alternatively, centering the layout so partial strips of equal width appear at both ends distributes the 

visual balance evenly. 

 

83. B — Clay-based adhesive provides stronger, more moisture-resistant bonding than starch-based 

adhesive. Heavyweight commercial vinyl (20-ounce Type II) requires high initial tack and long-term 

bond strength that starch-based adhesive cannot reliably deliver. In commercial environments with 

regular cleaning and humidity exposure, clay-based adhesive maintains its bond. 

 

84. A — The thermostat control unit is removed from its base plate, the wall covering is installed over 

the base plate area, a neat opening is cut to expose the base plate, and the control unit is snapped back 

onto the base plate over the trimmed material. This produces a clean, professional installation. 

 

85. D — Vinyl wall covering is impermeable — moisture migrating through the wall cannot evaporate 

through the vinyl. The trapped moisture accumulates behind the covering, and hydraulic pressure pushes 

the material away from the wall, creating bubbles. This is the same mechanism as moisture-driven 

blistering in impermeable coatings. 

 

86. C — The sealed, dark, moist environment between impermeable vinyl wall covering and the wall is 

an ideal breeding ground for mould. Mould-inhibiting adhesive contains biocidal additives that prevent 



biological growth in this vulnerable zone. In humid bathroom environments, standard adhesive allows 

mould to flourish behind the vinyl. 

 

87. B — The standard technique for fitting wall covering around electrical outlets: hang the strip over 

the outlet, feel for the box beneath, make an X-cut from corner to corner, fold back the flaps, trim to 

leave approximately 6 mm of material, and tuck the excess behind the outlet plate. The plate is 

reinstalled to conceal the cut edges. 

 

88. A — Wall height 2,700 mm ÷ pattern repeat 460 mm = 5.87 repeats. Rounding up to 7 full repeats: 7 

× 460 = 3,220 mm cutting length. This provides 2,700 mm of usable coverage plus 520 mm of total trim 

allowance, which is adequate for trimming at both ceiling and baseboard. 

 

89. D — Natural fibre wall coverings (grass cloth, linen, silk, jute) inherently have slight roll-to-roll 

colour variation because they are made from natural materials. No two sections of natural fibre are 

identical in colour absorption. This variation is a characteristic of the product and is typically disclosed 

by the manufacturer — it is not a defect. 

 

90. C — Commercial wall covering installations require documentation for warranty and maintenance 

reference. A completed record includes product batch/lot numbers, adhesive type and batch, room 

locations, installer names, deviations from specification, and manufacturer recommendations followed. 

This creates a traceable quality record. 

 

91. B — Oil-based polyurethane cures through an oxidative cross-linking reaction that takes 14 to 30 

days to reach full hardness. During the first week, the film is still relatively soft and may feel slightly 

tacky under foot pressure, particularly in warm conditions. The tackiness resolves progressively as 

cross-linking continues. 

 

92. D — After the polyurethane has fully cured (14-30 days), wet-sanding with progressively finer grits 

removes the brush marks mechanically. Fine steel wool (0000) further smooths the surface, and a thin 

coat of paste wax fills any remaining micro-scratches and produces the smooth, hand-rubbed satin 

finish. 

 

93. A — Gel stain sits on the surface rather than penetrating deeply into the wood. Because it colours 

from the surface outward, both soft earlywood and dense latewood receive similar pigment coverage. 

The painter controls colour intensity by the number of coats and wiping aggressiveness, producing more 

uniform results on blotch-prone species. 



94. C — After the lacquer has fully cured, wet-sanding with progressively finer grits (600 through 2000) 

levels the orange peel texture. Rubbing compound and polishing compound then restore clarity and 

produce a glass-smooth finish. This "rub-out" technique is the standard professional method for 

achieving the highest quality on lacquer finishes. 

 

95. B — Adhesive residue on the hardwood surface acts as a barrier that prevents stain from penetrating 

the wood. Any area with remaining adhesive will appear as an unstained, light-coloured patch in the 

finished floor. All adhesive must be removed by scraping, sanding, or solvent application before 

staining. 

 

96. D — Gummy sanding residue in one area while the rest sands to clean powder indicates the sealer 

has not fully dried at that location. A thick spot, cold microclimate, or surface contamination has slowed 

drying. The third coat must not be applied until all areas sand cleanly — applying over uncured sealer 

causes intercoat adhesion failure. 

 

97. A — Without intercoat sanding, the new coats sit on a smooth, sealed surface with no mechanical 

tooth. Under exterior exposure stress (UV, moisture, temperature cycling), the poorly bonded layers may 

delaminate from each other. Intercoat sanding creates the physical grip that holds each coat to the one 

below it. 

 

98. B — Lightly buffing the surface with a fine abrasive pad or soft cloth removes the white ceruse 

residue from the flat surfaces while leaving the white pigment packed deep in the open grain pores. This 

restores the clean, high-contrast effect between the dark surrounding wood and the bright white-filled 

pores. 

 

99. B — The water carrier in the water-based polyurethane reactivated the stain — even though the stain 

appeared dry, the water dissolved and redistributed the pigment before the polyurethane film set. With 

certain stain types, a longer drying period, a barrier coat of dewaxed shellac, or a compatible water-

based stain would prevent this issue. 

 

100. A — Complex chair geometry requires a careful approach. Spraying the intersections first with 

reduced fan width and light fog passes builds coverage gradually at the trouble spots. The flat surfaces 

are then sprayed with normal settings. This prevents the heavy buildup that occurs when spraying past 

intersections during full-fan passes. 

 



101. D — A penetrating oil-wax finish enhances the aged patina of the distressed pine without creating 

the plastic-like surface film that polyurethane produces. The oil penetrates and cures within the wood 

fibres, maintaining the tactile, natural character. It is also easily renewed by spot-application without the 

need for stripping. 

 

102. C — Many two-component epoxies require an "induction time" (sweat-in time) after mixing to 

allow the components to begin pre-reacting at the molecular level. Skipping this period means the 

components have not achieved the optimal chemical state for application. The result can be poor 

adhesion, incomplete curing, and reduced performance. 

 

103. B — The mist coat seals the porous IOZ surface gradually by filling the open pores with a thin fog 

pass. Without this step, applying a full-thickness intermediate directly over the porous IOZ traps air in 

the pores. The trapped air outgasses through the wet epoxy, creating bubbling and pinholes. 

 

104. A — The painter is 8 metres from the welder, violating the 10-metre exclusion zone. Welding 

sparks can travel significant distances and ignite solvent vapours. UV radiation from the welding arc can 

damage exposed skin and eyes. Welding spatter can contaminate freshly coated surfaces. The painter 

must relocate outside the 10-metre zone. 

 

105. B — The ASTM D3359 adhesion scale runs from 0B (worst — complete coating removal) to 5B 

(best — no coating removal). A 3B result means 5-15% of the coating was removed. The specification 

requires 4B (less than 5% removal). Since 3B is below 4B, the test fails the specification requirement. 

 

106. D — SP 10 (Near-White Metal) permits up to 5% of the surface area to retain light staining, 

shadows, or slight discolouration. At 3% staining, the blast cleaning meets the SP 10 standard. This 

distinguishes SP 10 from SP 5 (White Metal), which requires 100% stain-free bare metal. 

 

107. A — A 30% rain probability within the 4-hour rain-free window creates a meaningful risk. The 

painter should exercise caution — waiting for a more favorable forecast, preparing rain protection for 

applied areas, or limiting application to surfaces that can be protected if rain occurs. Proceeding without 

any contingency risks coating damage. 

 

108. C — Metallized (thermal spray) zinc coatings are inherently porous — the spray process creates a 

layer of overlapping zinc particles with interconnected voids. The sealer penetrates these voids and 

creates a continuous barrier within and over the metallized layer. Without sealer, moisture penetrates 

through the porous zinc to the steel substrate. 



109. B — Zinc salts appear as visible white, powdery, or crystalline deposits on the darker grey zinc 

primer surface. They form when zinc reacts with atmospheric moisture and CO₂. The deposits are easily 

identified by their white colour and chalky texture against the grey primer. They must be removed 

before overcoating. 

 

110. D — DFT = WFT × volume solids = 12 × 0.65 = 7.8 mils. The specification requires a minimum of 

7 mils. Since 7.8 exceeds 7.0, the application meets the specification with a comfortable margin. 

 

111. A — The 1°C dew point clearance is below the required 3°C minimum. At this clearance, 

condensation may form on the steel surface or on wet coating at any moment. All coating application 

must stop immediately. The painter must wait until the temperature-dew point clearance opens to at least 

3°C before resuming work. 

 

112. C — An uncalibrated gauge may read high or low — the direction and magnitude of error are 

unknown. All readings taken with the uncalibrated gauge are therefore unreliable. The gauge must be 

calibrated immediately, and a representative sample of previously measured areas must be re-checked 

with the calibrated gauge. 

 

113. B — The 5.6-mil reading exceeds the specified maximum of 5.0 mils. While PA 2 primarily 

addresses minimum DFT, excessive DFT can cause solvent entrapment, cracking, and adhesion issues. 

The inspector should evaluate whether the over-thickness is localized or widespread and whether it 

poses a performance risk. 

 

114. D — "Surface-tolerant" means the primer can adhere to surfaces with less-than-ideal preparation. It 

tolerates tight rust, aged coatings, and slightly contaminated surfaces where standard primers would fail. 

These products penetrate and wet marginal surfaces, making them essential for maintenance painting 

where ideal blast cleaning is not possible. 

 

115. A — Crawling indicates an invisible hydrophobic contaminant (silicone, oil, wax, grease) on the 

intermediate surface that prevents the topcoat from wetting those areas. Even microscopic contamination 

can cause crawling. The contaminated areas must be cleaned and the topcoat reapplied. 

 

116. C — Amine bloom is a waxy, greasy, or cloudy film that forms on amine-cured epoxy surfaces 

during curing in cool or humid conditions. The amine hardener reacts with atmospheric moisture and 

CO₂, creating this surface deposit. It must be removed by washing before overcoating because it 

prevents intercoat adhesion. 



117. B — The two-pass "wet-on-wet" technique is standard practice for high DFT on vertical surfaces. 

However, the 7.5-mil result is 0.5 mils below the 8-mil specification. Additional material must be 

applied to deficient areas. The technique is correct, but the DFT must meet the specification. 

 

118. D — The primer was applied outside the TDS humidity limit (87% vs. 85% maximum). The non-

conformance must be documented. Additional adhesion testing verifies whether the high humidity 

compromised the primer's integrity. The results guide the accept/reject decision based on actual 

performance data, not just the environmental deviation. 

 

119. A — The bottom (6 o'clock position) of horizontal pipes is the most challenging area. Gravity pulls 

wet coating downward, causing sags. Access for spray application is limited because the painter must 

spray upward. The bottom tends to receive the thinnest coverage due to both application difficulty and 

gravity-induced material flow. 

 

120. C — Polysiloxane topcoats combine polyurethane's UV resistance with epoxy-like chemical 

resistance. They provide superior gloss and colour retention over extended service, and many can be 

applied in fewer coats than traditional systems. This combination of properties reduces both initial 

application complexity and long-term maintenance costs. 

 

121. B — Even after cleaning and gas-freeing, a vessel that contained petroleum products requires 

formal confined space entry procedures. Atmospheric testing must verify safe oxygen levels, zero 

flammable vapours (LEL), and no toxic gases. A confined space entry permit must be issued. Residual 

hydrocarbons can remain in tank surfaces and re-volatilize. 

 

122. D — Using the formula: voltage = 100 × √mils = 100 × √30 = 100 × 5.48 = approximately 548 

volts. This calculated voltage is set on the spark tester and applied to the coating surface. The voltage 

must be calibrated to the actual coating thickness to reliably detect holidays without damaging the intact 

coating. 

 

123. A — A 15-year-old cured polyurethane surface is chemically inert. Cleaning removes all chalk and 

contamination, and mechanical abrasion creates the physical tooth needed for the new topcoat to grip. 

Chemical bonding is not possible with an aged, fully cross-linked polyurethane — only mechanical 

adhesion remains available. 

 

124. C — The test patch establishes the project's quality standard on the actual substrate under actual 

field conditions. It verifies that the specified preparation, products, and application methods produce a 



coating system that meets all requirements — DFT, adhesion, appearance, and compatibility. All 

subsequent work must match this approved standard. 

 

125. B — The average DFT of 11.5 mils is below the 12-mil minimum specification. Under PA 2, the 

average must meet or exceed the minimum. Additional topcoat must be applied to the deficient areas. 

The individual readings of 10.8 mils exceed the 80% threshold (9.6 mils), so they meet the spot-

measurement criterion — but the average must also be brought up. 

 

126. D — A duplex system combines hot-dip galvanizing (zinc layer) with a paint coating applied over 

the galvanized surface. The zinc provides sacrificial cathodic protection (protecting steel even at coating 

breaks), while the paint provides barrier protection. Together, the two mechanisms provide 1.5 to 2 

times the service life of either system alone. 

 

127. A — Coal tar epoxy contains coal tar pitch, a suspected carcinogen that can be absorbed through 

the skin. In a confined pipe interior, vapour concentrations are high. Supplied-air respiratory protection 

(not cartridge-type), chemical-resistant coveralls, and impervious gloves are mandatory to protect 

against both inhalation and dermal absorption of the carcinogenic compounds. 

 

128. C — The inspector evaluates whether the low readings exceed PA 2's 80% threshold, whether the 

average meets the minimum, the severity of the shortfall, and the criticality of the deficient locations. A 

reading slightly below the minimum in a non-critical area may be acceptable, while the same reading in 

a splash zone or immersion area would require correction. 

 

129. B — The 30-day cure period is specified because the coating system needs this time to achieve full 

chemical resistance and hardness through complete cross-linking. At 14 days, the coating is only 

partially cured and cannot withstand the service environment's chemical, mechanical, and temperature 

stresses. Premature service exposure risks system-wide premature failure. 

 

130. D — The 1-year warranty inspection identifies any coating defects that developed during the first 

year of service. Early detection allows targeted repairs under warranty before small problems (localized 

corrosion, adhesion loss, pinhole failures) grow into large-scale failures requiring expensive 

remediation. It protects both the owner's investment and the contractor's professional reputation. 

 

 


