
PRACTICE EXAM 11: RED SEAL PAINTER 

AND DECORATOR SIMULATION (130 

QUESTIONS) 

1. A painter is spraying a solventbased lacquer in a finishing shop. The spray booth ventilation is 

operating correctly. Midway through the application, the building's main breaker trips and all power is 

lost — including the spray booth exhaust fan. The painter is still inside the booth with wet lacquer on the 

workpiece. What is the immediate priority? 

 

A. Wait inside the booth for the power to be restored, since the lacquer vapour will dissipate naturally 

B. Continue spraying by flashlight since the workpiece must be completed before the lacquer dries 

C. Stop spraying immediately, secure the spray gun, and exit the booth without delay — without the 

exhaust fan, flammable lacquer vapour will accumulate rapidly to dangerous concentrations 

D. Close the booth doors to contain the vapour and prevent it from reaching other areas of the building 

 

 

 

2. A painting contractor's crew is working on the sixth floor of a highrise building under construction. 

The elevator is not yet operational and all materials must be carried up the stairwell. A painter carries a 

20litre pail of primer in each hand up six flights of stairs. What ergonomic hazard does this create? 

 

A. Carrying two heavy pails by hand up multiple flights creates a musculoskeletal injury risk from the 

combined weight and repetitive stair climbing — the load should be distributed, reduced, or transported 

by hoist 

B. The pails may spill on the stairs, creating a slip hazard for workers climbing behind the painter 

C. The primer may separate from vibration during the stair climbing and require remixing before use 



D. The stairwell temperature may be different from the work floor, affecting the primer's application 

quality 

 

 

 

3. A secondyear apprentice is working alongside a journeyperson on a residential repaint project. The 

journeyperson leaves the site for a personal appointment and instructs the apprentice to continue 

spraying the exterior alone. The apprentice has limited spray experience. What concern exists with this 

arrangement? 

 

A. The apprentice's spray technique may not match the journeyperson's, creating visible quality 

differences 

B. An apprentice working alone on a spray operation may lack the experience to recognize and respond 

to equipment malfunctions, injection hazards, and environmental conditions — apprentices require 

appropriate supervision based on their experience level 

C. The apprentice may use more material than the journeyperson budgeted for the exterior spray work 

D. The apprentice cannot operate the spray equipment without the journeyperson's insurance coverage 

 

 

 

4. A painter is assigned to paint the interior of a recently renovated restaurant. The renovation included 

installation of a commercial gas range with an open pilot light. The specification calls for solventbased 

alkyd enamel on the kitchen trim. What must the painter assess before beginning? 

 

A. Whether the pilot light produces enough heat to accelerate the drying of the alkyd enamel nearby 

B. Whether the gas range was installed by a licensed plumber with a valid gas fitting certificate on file 

C. Whether the restaurant's insurance policy covers painting operations near gasfired cooking equipment 



D. Whether the open pilot light creates an ignition source for the solvent vapours — gas appliances with 

open flames must be shut off and pilot lights extinguished before solventbased coatings are applied in 

the same space 

 

 

 

5. A painter discovers that the label on a container of paint thinner has been damaged by solvent and is 

no longer legible. The container is a standard metal can that the painter recognizes as a common thinner 

brand. Can the painter use the product? 

 

A. Yes — the painter's recognition of the container brand is sufficient identification for continued use 

B. Yes — the painter can identify the contents by smell and proceed with using the product safely 

C. No — a hazardous product without a legible label cannot be used until its identity is positively 

confirmed and a proper label is applied; WHMIS requires all containers to be clearly labelled at all times 

D. No — the entire container must be disposed of as unidentified hazardous waste without exception 

 

 

 

6. A painting specification for a hospital project includes a clause requiring "Infection Control Risk 

Assessment (ICRA) Class IV" containment during all painting operations in patient care areas. What 

level of protection does Class IV represent? 

 

A. The highest level of containment — requiring full barriers from floor to ceiling, negative air pressure, 

HEPA filtration, airlock entries, and continuous monitoring to prevent dust, debris, and contaminants 

from reaching the patient care environment 

B. Basic protection requiring only a dust curtain across the doorway of the work area during painting 

C. Moderate protection requiring the painter to wear a surgical mask and shoe covers in patient areas 

D. Minimal protection requiring only that the painter close the patient room door during painting work 



7. A painter is using a commercialgrade heat gun to remove paint from wood window trim in a 1965era 

residential home. After softening several layers of paint, the painter notices that the lower layers are a 

greyblue colour and are unusually dense. The heat gun temperature is set to 600°C (1,112°F). What 

immediate hazard exists? 

 

A. The greyblue paint layers may be a leadfree militaryspecification primer that requires no precautions 

B. The high temperature is causing the wood to carbonize beneath the paint layers during removal 

C. The greyblue colour indicates a zincrich primer that generates irritating but nontoxic fumes at heat 

D. The greyblue, dense paint likely contains lead — and at 600°C, well above the 370°C threshold, the 

lead is vaporizing into highly toxic fumes that the painter is inhaling; the heat gun temperature must be 

reduced below 370°C and appropriate respiratory protection worn 

 

 

 

8. A painter is working in a room where the general contractor has installed temporary propane heaters 

to maintain minimum temperature during winter construction. The painter is applying a waterbased latex 

paint. What two hazards do unvented propane heaters create in an enclosed painting environment? 

 

A. Propane heaters generate excessive static electricity that can ignite latex overspray particles in the air 

B. Unvented propane combustion depletes oxygen and produces carbon monoxide in the enclosed space, 

creating both an asphyxiation hazard and a CO poisoning hazard — and while latex is not flammable, 

adequate ventilation is still required 

C. Propane heaters create electromagnetic fields that interfere with the latex binder's coalescence process 

D. Propane heaters generate ultraviolet radiation that accelerates the yellowing of white latex coatings 

 

 

 



9. A painting contractor's insurance policy requires that a "tailgate safety meeting" be documented 

before each crew begins work at a new location. What is a tailgate safety meeting? 

 

A. A meeting between the contractor and the insurance company to review the policy coverage limits 

B. A meeting held at the back of the contractor's pickup truck to distribute the weekly work schedule 

C. A brief, focused safety discussion held at the work location before work begins, covering sitespecific 

hazards, the day's planned activities, required PPE, and emergency procedures — documented with 

attendee signatures 

D. A meeting at the end of the work day to review production output and identify areas for improvement 

 

 

 

10. A painter encounters a specification that requires all spray application to cease when wind speeds 

exceed 25 km/h. The painter is spraying an exterior surface and the wind has picked up to approximately 

30 km/h. The painter continues spraying, arguing that the building provides a wind shadow on the 

leeward side. Is this acceptable? 

 

A. No — the specification limit of 25 km/h applies regardless of wind shadows or sheltered areas; spray 

application must stop when the measured wind speed exceeds the specification limit 

B. Yes — wind shadows on the leeward side of buildings reduce effective wind speed to acceptable 

levels 

C. Yes — the 25 km/h limit is a guideline, not a mandatory requirement, and can be exceeded by 20% 

D. No — but only because the leeward side receives less sunlight, which affects the coating's drying rate 

 

 

 

11. A painter mixes a custom colour by combining base paint with tinting colourant. After mixing, the 

painter applies a test patch to the wall and allows it to dry. The dried colour matches the approved 



sample. However, after applying the full room, the painter notices the colour has shifted slightly — the 

last wall appears marginally different from the first wall. What most likely caused this? 

 

A. The room lighting changed throughout the day as the sun moved, creating a perceived colour shift 

B. The wall substrate porosity varies from wall to wall, causing the paint to absorb at different rates 

C. The drywall compound composition is different on each wall, causing chemical colour reactions 

D. The tinting colourant settled during the extended application period — the painter did not restir the 

paint between walls, and the heavier pigment gradually separated from the base, producing a slight shift 

 

 

 

12. A commercial painting specification includes a clause that states: "Painter shall provide mockup 

panels of each specified finish for Architect approval before production work begins." The painter 

creates mockup panels using a foam core board as the substrate. The architect rejects the mockups 

because the substrate does not represent the actual wall surface. What should the painter have done? 

 

A. Created the mockups on a plastic laminate surface for easier handling during the approval process 

B. Applied the mockups to the actual wall substrate (drywall) in the actual project location under the 

actual lighting conditions — the mockup must represent the true installed appearance 

C. Created the mockups on a cardboard surface that is lighter and easier to transport to the architect 

D. Applied the mockups to a metal panel that provides a consistent, repeatable substrate for the test 

 

 

 

13. A Painter and Decorator is asked to explain the purpose of a "punch list" to a firstyear apprentice. 

What is a punch list in construction terminology? 

 



A. A list of equipment that needs to be purchased before the next phase of the project can begin 

B. A schedule of worker shift assignments for the following week of the construction project timeline 

C. A documented list of minor deficiencies, incomplete items, and corrections identified during the final 

walkthrough inspection that must be addressed before the work is formally accepted 

D. A list of subcontractors ranked by their performance rating from previous projects with the contractor 

 

 

 

14. A painter needs to determine the area of a wall that has a rectangular section topped by a triangular 

gable. The rectangular portion is 8 metres wide and 3 metres high. The triangular gable above has a base 

of 8 metres and a height of 2.5 metres. What is the total wall area? 

 

A. 34 square metres — calculated as rectangular area (8 × 3 = 24 m²) plus triangular area (½ × 8 × 2.5 = 

10 m²) 

B. 44 square metres — calculated by multiplying the full width by the total height without the triangle 

formula 

C. 20 square metres — calculated using only the rectangular portion without including the gable triangle 

D. 48 square metres — calculated by multiplying the width by the combined height of both sections 

 

 

 

15. A painter discovers that the portable GFCI (Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter) device on the 

extension cord powering the airless spray pump has tripped. The painter resets the GFCI and the pump 

operates for 2 minutes before the GFCI trips again. What does this repeated tripping indicate? 

 

A. The GFCI device is defective and should be replaced with a standard extension cord without 

protection 



B. The airless pump draws too much current for the GFCI device and a higherrated device is needed 

C. The outlet providing power has insufficient voltage for the pump motor and requires an electrician 

D. An electrical fault exists — either in the pump, the cord, or the connections; repeated GFCI tripping 

indicates a ground fault (current leaking to ground) that creates an electrocution hazard; the equipment 

must be inspected by a qualified person before further use 

 

 

 

16. When a painter encounters the term "mil" in a coating specification, what unit of measurement does 

this refer to? 

 

A. A millimetre — onethousandth of a metre, used for measuring coating thickness on the metric scale 

B. Onethousandth of an inch (0.001 inch or approximately 25.4 micrometres) — the standard imperial 

unit for measuring coating film thickness in North American painting specifications 

C. A millilitre — a unit of volume used for measuring the amount of coating material applied per area 

D. A milligram — a unit of weight used for measuring the pigment concentration in the coating formula 

 

 

 

17. A painting contractor is working on a multiyear project and needs to ensure that the exact same 

colour is available throughout the entire duration. Halfway through the project, the paint manufacturer 

discontinues the specific product line. What should the contractor have done at the project outset to 

prevent this problem? 

 

A. Purchased the minimum quantity needed for the first phase and relied on availability for future 

phases 

B. Selected a product from the smallest, most specialized manufacturer to ensure exclusive availability 



C. Ordered the complete material quantity for the entire multiyear project at the outset and stored it 

properly — or obtained a written commitment from the manufacturer for product availability and colour 

matching throughout the project duration 

D. Selected a different colour from the manufacturer's permanent collection that would never be 

discontinued 

 

 

 

18. A painter is applying a coating to the exterior of a building and the temperature drops to 5°C 

overnight. The latex coating was applied at 4:00 PM when the temperature was 12°C. By 8:00 PM, the 

temperature has fallen to 7°C. The TDS states a minimum application temperature of 10°C and notes: 

"Temperature must remain above 10°C for a minimum of 4 hours after application for proper film 

formation." Has the coating been applied correctly? 

 

A. No — the temperature dropped below 10°C within 3 hours of application (by approximately 7:00 

PM), failing to maintain the minimum for the required 4hour postapplication period; the coating may not 

have formed a proper film and may need to be reapplied 

B. Yes — the coating was applied at 12°C, which exceeds the minimum, and the overnight temperature 

is irrelevant to the curing of the coating 

C. Yes — the 4hour requirement is only a guideline and slight temperature drops are within tolerance 

D. No — but only because the coating should never be applied after noon during cold weather seasons 

 

 

 

19. A painter's WFT gauge readings show 8.0 mils during spray application. The coating TDS lists 55% 

volume solids. The specification requires a minimum DFT of 4.0 mils per coat. Will this application 

meet the specification? 

 

A. No — the WFT is too high and the excess material will cause sagging on the vertical wall surfaces 



B. No — the DFT calculation shows the application is below the minimum specified DFT requirement 

C. Yes — the DFT will be 8.0 mils since the volume solids do not affect the thickness after the drying 

D. Yes — DFT = WFT × volume solids = 8.0 × 0.55 = 4.4 mils, which exceeds the 4.0mil minimum 

 

 

 

20. A painting contractor encounters a "Requests for Information" (RFI) log on a commercial project. 

The painter submitted an RFI asking the architect to clarify which walls in Room 205 receive wall 

covering versus paint. The architect responded with a written clarification. Why is this RFI process 

important? 

 

A. The RFI allows the painter to negotiate a higher price for the work based on the architect's response 

B. The RFI creates a documented written record of the question and the architect's response, providing 

contractual clarity that protects all parties if a dispute arises about the scope of work 

C. The RFI allows the painter to delay the project schedule until the architect provides a response letter 

D. The RFI is required by the provincial labour board for all questions asked on commercial job sites 

 

 

 

21. A painter is preparing a new poured concrete retaining wall for an exterior coating. The wall was 

formed using plywood forms that were coated with a petroleumbased form release agent. After the 

forms were stripped, an oily film remains on the concrete surface. What must be done before any 

coating is applied? 

 

A. Apply a coat of alkaliresistant primer directly over the form release agent to seal it beneath the film 

B. Pressure wash the surface at maximum PSI to blast the form release agent off the concrete surface 



C. The form release agent must be completely removed by solvent cleaning, detergent washing, or light 

abrasive methods — form release agent prevents coating adhesion just as effectively as it prevented 

concrete adhesion to the forms 

D. Wait 90 days for the form release agent to weather off the surface naturally before coating application 

 

 

 

22. A painter encounters a wood substrate that has been previously treated with a deck brightener (oxalic 

acid solution). The brightener was applied two days ago. Can the painter apply the stain directly over the 

treated surface? 

 

A. The surface must be thoroughly rinsed with clean water to remove all oxalic acid residue and allowed 

to dry completely before the stain is applied — residual acid on the surface can interfere with stain 

absorption and finish adhesion 

B. The oxalic acid enhances stain absorption and the stain can be applied directly over the treated 

surface 

C. The oxalic acid must be neutralized with a strong bleach solution before any stain can be applied 

D. The wood must be resanded after the oxalic acid treatment to remove the chemically altered surface 

 

 

 

23. A painter encounters a set of previously painted metal balusters on an interior stairway. The existing 

paint is chipping and flaking at the tops of the balusters where hands grip them. Investigation reveals 

that the original painter applied latex paint directly over bare metal without any primer. What caused the 

adhesion failure at the grip points? 

 

A. The metal balusters are too thin for latex paint to adhere and a thicker substrate is required for 

bonding 

B. The latex coating was chemically incompatible with the specific metal alloy used for the balusters 



C. Hand oils and perspiration from regular gripping have gradually softened and degraded the latex film 

D. Latex paint has poor adhesion to bare metal without a primer — the grip points receive the most 

physical stress (friction, flexing, hand oils), which accelerated the failure of the alreadyweak baremetal 

bond 

 

 

 

24. A painter is assigned to prepare and paint the ceiling of an underground parking garage. The 

concrete ceiling has significant carbonation staining (dark, sooty deposits from vehicle exhaust) and 

calcium carbonate deposits from water seepage through cracks. Before painting, what multistep 

preparation is required? 

 

A. Apply a single coat of heavybodied latex directly over all deposits to seal them beneath the coating 

B. Pressure wash to remove the carbonation staining and calcium deposits, repair active cracks that are 

leaking, allow the ceiling to dry, and prime with an alkaliresistant primer before topcoating 

C. Sand the ceiling with a random orbital sander to remove all surface deposits mechanically before 

primer 

D. Apply a chemical stripper to dissolve the carbonation staining and calcium deposits from the surface 

 

 

 

25. A painter is preparing an exterior window sill that has a slope (pitch) designed to shed water away 

from the window frame. The existing paint on the sill has failed — the coating is alligatored (deep, 

interconnected cracking throughout the full film depth). What preparation is required? 

 

A. Sand the alligatored surface smooth and apply primer over the leveled, cracked coating surface 

B. Apply an elastomeric coating over the alligatored surface to bridge the deep cracking permanently 



C. Remove all alligatored coating to bare wood — alligator cracking is a complete film failure that 

cannot be repaired by overcoating; the surface must be stripped to bare substrate and the coating system 

rebuilt from primer up 

D. Fill the alligator cracks with flexible caulk and paint over the filled surface for a smooth finish 

 

 

 

26. A painter is preparing a previously painted concrete block wall. The existing paint system consists of 

three coats of latex applied over a block filler that was properly installed 10 years ago. The topcoat is 

faded but the system is well adhered — tape testing shows excellent adhesion. What preparation is 

needed for recoating? 

 

A. Clean the surface to remove dirt and chalk, lightly sand or scuff to degloss and create tooth, and 

apply the new topcoat over the existing sound, welladhered system 

B. Strip all existing coating to bare block and reapply from block filler up for the most durable result 

C. Apply a bonding primer over the existing coating without any cleaning or deglossing preparation 

D. Pressure wash at maximum PSI to remove the faded topcoat layer and expose fresh paint beneath 

 

 

 

27. A painter encounters a wood floor that was previously finished with a penetrating tung oil product. 

The homeowner wants to switch to a polyurethane finish for better protection. Before polyurethane can 

be applied, what must be done about the existing tung oil? 

 

A. Apply the polyurethane directly over the tung oil since both are oilbased products and compatible 

B. The tung oil residue must be removed as thoroughly as possible by sanding and solvent wiping — 

tung oil in the wood pores prevents polyurethane from bonding; adhesion testing on a small area is 

essential before committing to the full application 



C. Apply a coat of shellac over the tung oil as a barrier coat before the polyurethane can be applied 

D. Wait one year for the tung oil to fully cure and then apply polyurethane directly without preparation 

 

 

 

28. A painter is preparing a large exterior stucco wall for repainting. The wall faces south and receives 

intense sun exposure. During the midday assessment, the surface temperature reads 52°C. The 

specification's maximum surface temperature for application is 35°C. What strategy should the painter 

employ? 

 

A. Apply the coating at the current temperature and add a retarder to slow the drying on the hot surface 

B. Wet the wall with a hose to cool the surface immediately before each application pass begins 

C. Apply the coating at double the normal film thickness to prevent flash drying on the hot stucco 

surface 

D. Schedule the work on this southfacing wall for early morning or late afternoon when the surface 

temperature is within the specified range, or work on shaded walls during the heat of the day 

 

 

 

29. A painter encounters a metal surface that has been previously coated with a bituminous 

(asphaltbased) coating. The specification calls for an epoxy primer over the metal. What compatibility 

concern exists? 

 

A. The bituminous coating contains compounds that bleed through and stain epoxy — the bituminous 

coating must be removed or a specialized barrier primer must be applied to prevent bleedthrough and 

ensure adhesion compatibility 

B. The epoxy will dissolve the bituminous coating on contact and create a homogeneous blended film 



C. The bituminous coating provides excellent adhesion for epoxy products without any special 

preparation 

D. The bituminous coating must be heated to 100°C before the epoxy can bond to its surface properly 

 

 

 

30. A painter is preparing a plaster wall in a heritage building for painting. The plaster has a skim coat 

finish that is in good condition but has become dusty and dirty from decades of exposure. The 

specification calls for a premium eggshell latex finish. What preparation is needed? 

 

A. Apply the eggshell latex directly over the dusty plaster surface without any cleaning or preparation 

B. Sand the plaster aggressively with 60grit sandpaper to remove the surface dust and create profile 

C. Wash the surface with a TSP solution or mild detergent to remove dust and dirt, rinse thoroughly, 

allow to dry, and apply an appropriate primer (such as a highquality acrylic or alkaliresistant primer) 

before the eggshell topcoat 

D. Apply two coats of shellacbased primer over the dusty surface to seal the dust beneath the coating 

 

 

 

31. A painter is preparing a wood deck for refinishing and discovers that the previous stain is a 

solidcolour (opaque) acrylic stain that is peeling extensively. After scraping all loose material, 

approximately 40% of the deck still has tightly adhered solid stain. The homeowner wants to switch to a 

semitransparent stain. Is this feasible? 

 

A. Yes — semitransparent stain will blend seamlessly with the remaining solid stain for a uniform result 

B. No — semitransparent stain cannot produce a uniform appearance over a surface with 40% remaining 

opaque stain; the bare wood absorbs stain differently than the opaque film, creating a blotchy, twotoned 

appearance; the remaining solid stain must be removed for a semitransparent application to succeed 



C. Yes — applying two coats of semitransparent stain will build enough pigment to match the solid 

areas 

D. No — but only because semitransparent stain cannot be applied to horizontal deck surfaces at all 

 

 

 

32. A painter discovers that a concrete floor in a commercial building has expansion joints filled with a 

flexible polyurethane sealant. The floor specification calls for an epoxy floor coating over the entire 

floor surface. How should the expansion joints be handled during the coating application? 

 

A. Apply the epoxy directly over the flexible sealant since the epoxy will bond to all substrates equally 

B. Remove the sealant from all joints, fill with rigid epoxy, and then coat the entire floor uniformly 

C. Apply a bonding primer over the sealant to create adhesion before the epoxy floor coating application 

D. Mask the expansion joints during epoxy application to keep them functional — rigid epoxy applied 

over flexible sealant will crack when the joints move; alternatively, score the cured epoxy along the joint 

lines 

 

 

 

33. A painter is preparing a fibre cement panel wall (HardiePlank) on a commercial building for its first 

field coat of paint. The panels were installed 6 weeks ago. The factory primer is intact on most panels, 

but several panels near a construction debris pile have been splashed with concrete slurry that has dried 

on the factory primer surface. How should the concretesplashed panels be treated? 

 

A. The dried concrete slurry must be carefully removed by scraping and washing without damaging the 

factory primer beneath — concrete deposits prevent the topcoat from adhering to the factory primer and 

create visible bumps under the finish 

B. Apply the topcoat directly over the concrete splashes since the topcoat will conceal them completely 



C. Replace the concretesplashed panels with new panels since the factory primer has been contaminated 

D. Sand the entire panel surface including the concrete splashes to create a uniform profile for the 

topcoat 

 

 

 

34. A painter encounters an interior wall where a previous painter used a latex paint as a skim coat 

(applied thickly to fill imperfections). The paintasskimcoat has developed cracks throughout because 

paint is not designed to be applied at skimcoat thickness. What preparation is required? 

 

A. Apply a bonding primer over the cracked paintskimcoat to stabilize it before the new topcoat layers 

B. Apply an elastomeric coating over the cracks to bridge them and prevent them from telegraphing 

C. Remove the cracked paintskimcoat completely by scraping, then properly skim coat the wall with 

joint compound, dry, sand, prime, and topcoat — the paintskimcoat is a failed installation that cannot be 

salvaged 

D. Sand the cracked surface smooth and fill each individual crack with caulk before priming and 

painting 

 

 

 

35. A painter is preparing a set of exterior aluminum patio furniture for repainting. The furniture has 

been outdoors for 15 years and the original powder coating has failed — chalking, peeling, and exposing 

bare aluminum in multiple areas. What is the correct preparation approach? 

 

A. Apply latex primer directly over the chalked powder coating without any mechanical preparation 

steps 

B. Sand or scuff the entire surface to remove chalk and create tooth, clean thoroughly to remove all 

residue, prime bare aluminum areas with a bonding primer or etch primer compatible with aluminum, 

and topcoat the entire piece 



C. Strip all remaining powder coating by chemical stripping before applying a new powder coat at a 

facility 

D. Apply two coats of rustinhibitive metal primer directly over the chalked surface without sanding first 

 

 

 

36. A painter encounters a bathroom where the existing wall tile has been removed, exposing the cement 

board substrate beneath. The cement board has dried thinset adhesive residue covering most of the 

surface with random coverage gaps. The specification calls for painting the cement board with semigloss 

latex. What preparation is required? 

 

A. Apply the semigloss latex directly over the thinset residue since both are cementitious and compatible 

B. Sand the thinset residue smooth with a diamond hand pad or grinder to create a level surface 

C. Apply a coat of bonding primer over the mixed surface to equalize adhesion across the varied textures 

D. Remove as much dried thinset as practical by scraping and grinding, fill low spots and level the 

surface with a cementitious patching compound, prime with an alkaliresistant primer, and topcoat 

 

 

 

37. A painter is preparing a new concrete masonry unit (CMU) wall that has been constructed with grey 

block and white mortar joints. The specification requires a uniform painted finish. What specific 

preparation step addresses the colour difference between the grey block and white mortar? 

 

A. A uniform coat of block filler applied by spray and backroll across the entire wall creates a consistent 

base colour and texture that eliminates the visual contrast between the grey block face and white mortar 

joints 

B. Apply a tinted primer only to the white mortar joints to darken them to match the grey block face 

C. Paint the grey block and white mortar with differentcoloured primers to create a decorative pattern 



D. Sand the mortar joints to remove the white surface layer and expose the grey cement underneath 

 

 

 

38. A painter encounters an exterior surface where the existing coating has developed a condition called 

"mud cracking" — a pattern of deep, wide cracks that extend through the full film depth, resembling 

dried mud in a riverbed. What caused this condition, and what preparation is required? 

 

A. Mud cracking is a minor surface defect that can be filled with flexible caulk and overcoated directly 

B. Mud cracking is caused by UV exposure only and can be corrected by applying UVprotective topcoat 

C. Mud cracking was caused by applying the coating too thickly in a single coat — the thick film dried 

on the surface while the interior remained wet, then contracted as it cured, creating deep shrinkage 

cracks; the cracked coating must be completely removed and the system reapplied at the correct 

thickness 

D. Mud cracking is a substrate defect caused by building movement and cannot be prevented by coating 

 

 

 

39. A painter discovers that a section of drywall in a new building has been installed upside down — the 

brown paper backing is facing outward instead of the smooth white paper face. The drywaller has 

already taped and mudded the joints. The painter is told to proceed with painting. What concern does the 

brown paper surface present? 

 

A. The brown paper surface is identical to the white face in terms of paint adhesion and performance 

B. The brown paper backing has different porosity and absorption characteristics than the white face — 

it may require additional primer to seal properly; the painter should apply a stainblocking primer and 

verify uniform coverage before topcoating 

C. The brown paper surface cannot be painted under any circumstances and the drywall must be 

replaced 



D. The brown paper backing is stronger than the white face and actually provides better paint adhesion 

 

 

 

40. A painter encounters a commercial kitchen where the ceiling tiles have been removed and the 

specification calls for painting the exposed concrete deck above. The concrete has residual adhesive 

from the removed ceiling tile grid system. What must be done with the adhesive before painting? 

 

A. Apply a bonding primer over the adhesive residue to create a compatible surface for the topcoat 

B. Apply the ceiling paint directly over the adhesive since both the paint and adhesive are compatible 

C. Seal the adhesive beneath a coat of shellacbased primer before applying the ceiling paint topcoat 

D. Remove all adhesive residue from the concrete deck by scraping, solvent cleaning, or mechanical 

methods — adhesive residue prevents coating adhesion and must be completely removed before priming 

 

 

 

41. A painter is preparing a metal hand railing that has decorative rosettes (ornamental diskshaped 

elements) at the post connections. The existing paint in the rosette recesses is intact but has accumulated 

layers of paint that have filled in the decorative detail. The specification requires restoring the original 

detail of the rosettes. What preparation method is most appropriate? 

 

A. Chemical stripping with a pastetype stripper applied to the rosettes, allowed to dwell, and carefully 

scraped to remove accumulated paint layers from the decorative recesses without damaging the metal 

profiles 

B. Abrasive blasting with steel grit at maximum pressure to strip all paint from the rosette details 

quickly 

C. Heat gun application at maximum temperature to rapidly soften all paint layers on the ornamental 

metal 



D. Power sanding with a disc grinder to level the accumulated paint and restore the decorative profile 

 

 

 

42. A painter encounters a residential exterior where the existing semigloss latex on the wood siding has 

developed a condition called "intercoat peeling" — the topcoat is peeling from the underlying primer, 

but the primer is firmly adhered to the wood. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The primer product was incompatible with the topcoat and caused a chemical rejection at the 

interface 

B. The wood substrate expanded from moisture absorption and pushed the topcoat away from the primer 

C. The primer surface was contaminated (dirt, pollen, chalk) or had cured too long before the topcoat 

was applied — the topcoat could not bond to the contaminated or overcured primer surface 

D. The topcoat was manufactured with a defective binder that lost adhesion after one year of exposure 

 

 

 

43. A painter is preparing a concrete floor for an epoxy coating. After diamond grinding to create 

surface profile, the painter performs a moisture test using the plastic sheet method (ASTM D4263). 

After 24 hours, heavy condensation is visible on the underside of the plastic sheet. What does this 

indicate? 

 

A. The concrete surface temperature is higher than the ambient air temperature, creating normal dew 

B. The epoxy coating can be applied since the moisture is on the plastic, not on the concrete surface 

C. The diamond grinding process created surface moisture that has not yet evaporated from the floor 

D. Excessive moisture is present in the concrete slab — applying an epoxy coating over this moisture 

level will result in blistering, delamination, and coating failure; the moisture source must be addressed 

before coating 



44. A painter is preparing the exterior of a log home where the logs have been treated with a boratebased 

insecticide. The treatment was applied by surface brushing two years ago. The painter plans to apply a 

semitransparent oilbased stain. Before staining, what should the painter verify? 

 

A. That the borate crystals have been washed off the surface by rain over the two years of exposure 

B. That the stain manufacturer provides compatibility documentation with boratetreated substrates 

C. That the borate treatment has been reapplied within the last 6 months for continued effectiveness 

D. That the borate treatment has not formed visible surface deposits that would prevent stain absorption 

— perform a water absorption test and consult the stain manufacturer's guidelines for compatibility with 

boratetreated wood 

 

 

 

45. A painter encounters a steel surface in an industrial facility where the specification calls for SSPCSP 

7 (BrushOff Blast Cleaning). How does SP 7 differ from SP 6 (Commercial Blast Cleaning)? 

 

A. SP 7 (BrushOff Blast) is the lightest blast standard — it removes only loose mill scale, loose rust, and 

loose paint, while tightly adhered material may remain with up to 67% staining permitted; SP 6 requires 

more thorough cleaning with no more than 33% staining 

B. SP 7 requires a deeper surface profile than SP 6 for better mechanical adhesion of the primer coat 

C. SP 7 and SP 6 are identical standards with different numerical designations for regional preference 

D. SP 7 requires complete removal of all contaminants to bright bare metal with zero staining permitted 

 

 

 

46. A painter is preparing an interior concrete column in a parking garage for a protective coating. The 

column has firerating marks — stamped numbers indicating the concrete cover depth over the 



reinforcing steel. The specification states that these identification marks must remain visible after 

painting. How does the painter accomplish this? 

 

A. Remove the identification marks before painting and restamp them after the topcoat has fully dried 

B. Apply thicker paint over the marks to make the stamped impressions more visible through the coating 

C. Apply the coating at normal thickness — the stamped impressions in the concrete will remain visible 

through the standard paint film thickness; if the marks become hard to read, the painter can carefully 

trace them through the paint 

D. Skip painting the areas around the identification marks entirely, leaving bare concrete at each 

location 

 

 

 

47. A painter encounters a wood deck where the homeowner applied a waterproofing sealant six months 

ago. Now the homeowner wants to apply a semitransparent stain. The painter performs a water sprinkle 

test and the water beads up on the surface, indicating the sealant is still active. What are the painter's 

options? 

 

A. Apply the semitransparent stain directly over the beading surface and allow it extra drying time 

B. Allow additional weathering time for the sealant to degrade naturally, or use a wood deck 

cleaner/stripper specifically designed to remove sealants, then retest for water absorption before staining 

C. Sand the entire deck surface to remove the sealant layer mechanically before the stain can be applied 

D. Apply a coat of primer over the beading surface to create adhesion for the semitransparent stain coat 

 

 

 

48. A painter is preparing a metal duct system for painting in a commercial building. During inspection, 

the painter discovers that several duct sections are connected with duct tape (clothbacked adhesive tape) 



at the joints rather than proper mechanical fasteners and sealant. Paint will not adhere to duct tape. What 

should the painter do? 

 

A. Apply a bonding primer over the duct tape to create adhesion for the topcoat at the taped joints 

B. Sand the duct tape surface vigorously to create mechanical tooth for the primer to grip during work 

C. Apply two coats of primer specifically over the duct tape areas for better coverage at those locations 

D. Notify the general contractor that the duct tape joints cannot be painted — the tape should be 

replaced with proper mechanical connections, or the painter can paint only the metal surfaces and leave 

the taped joints uncoated as documented exceptions 

 

 

 

49. A painter is assigned to prepare and paint a set of cast aluminum exterior light fixtures that are 

corroded with a white, powdery oxidation. The fixtures are still installed on the building. After cleaning, 

what preparation step is essential before priming? 

 

A. Scuff the oxidized aluminum surfaces with a ScotchBrite pad or fine sandpaper and apply a primer 

specifically formulated for aluminum (bonding primer, etch primer, or DTM primer for nonferrous 

metals) — standard primers designed for steel will not adhere reliably to aluminum 

B. Apply a standard rustinhibitive metal primer designed for steel directly over the cleaned aluminum 

C. Heat the aluminum fixtures to 150°C with a heat gun to drive off the oxidation before applying 

primer 

D. Soak the fixtures in muriatic acid for 30 minutes to dissolve the aluminum oxide layer before priming 

 

 

 

50. A painter encounters an exterior surface where the wood fascia meets the aluminum soffit. The 

specification calls for painting both the wood and the aluminum to match. Different preparation is 



required for each substrate, but the transition between the two must be seamless in the finished 

appearance. What is the key preparation difference? 

 

A. The wood and aluminum can be prepared identically with the same primer and the same technique 

B. The aluminum can be painted with wood primer since it is adjacent to the wood fascia on the building 

C. The wood requires a wood primer while the aluminum requires an aluminumcompatible primer 

(bonding primer, etch primer, or DTM primer) — each substrate must receive its appropriate primer, but 

the same topcoat can be applied over both for a seamless colour match 

D. The aluminum does not require primer since it is a noncorrosive metal that adheres to any topcoat 

 

51. A painter is spraying a large commercial ceiling with flat latex using an airless system. After 

completing approximately half the ceiling, the pump begins to cycle rapidly — turning on and off in 

quick succession without the trigger being pulled. What does this symptom indicate? 

 

A. The pump motor is overheating from continuous operation and needs a 30minute cooling period 

B. The spray tip has worn to the point where material flows freely past the valve seal continuously 

C. The pump pressure has exceeded the maximum rating for the hose diameter being used on the project 

D. There is a leak in the system — either at a hose fitting, the gun packing, or the return valve; 

pressurized material is escaping, causing the pump to cycle continuously to maintain pressure 

 

 

 

52. A painter is applying a semigloss latex topcoat to a residential bathroom wall. The primer coat was 

applied three days ago. After applying the topcoat, the painter notices that the coating has a slightly 

different sheen on one section of the wall — it appears duller in a rectangular area approximately 600 

mm by 1200 mm. What is the most likely cause? 

 



A. The wall has a hidden access panel or repair behind the drywall that was not properly sealed by 

primer 

B. The rectangular area was primed with a different product or an additional coat of primer was applied 

over a repaired area, creating a different absorption rate that produces a sheen variation in the topcoat 

C. The semigloss product separated in the can and the dull section received less binder than other areas 

D. The roller cover deposited a thinner film in the rectangular area due to the painter's changing 

technique 

 

 

 

53. A specification for a luxury residence requires the painter to apply a "handrubbed" finish to all 

interior wood doors. The doors will be finished with an oilbased alkyd enamel. What does a 

"handrubbed" finish involve for a painted (opaque) door? 

 

A. Applying the alkyd enamel with a brush only, using long, smooth strokes that simulate hand rubbing 

B. Applying multiple coats with a sponge rather than a brush or roller for a handmade, artisan texture 

C. Applying tinted glaze over the dried enamel and rubbing it off to create a faux wood grain appearance 

D. After the final coat of enamel has fully cured, rubbing the surface with fine abrasive (steel wool, 

pumice, or rottenstone) to produce a perfectly smooth, satinlike finish with no brush marks, orange peel, 

or surface imperfections 

 

 

 

54. A painter is applying an exterior coating to a concrete block building. After the block filler and first 

coat of topcoat have been applied, a heavy rainstorm occurs overnight. The next morning, the painter 

inspects the wall and finds that rainwater has caused the fresh topcoat to wash off in streaks on the upper 

portion of the wall. How long should the painter have waited after application before rain exposure? 

 



A. Latex coatings are immediately rainresistant upon application and the washout indicates a product 

defect 

B. Most exterior latex coatings require a minimum of 4 to 6 hours of drying time before rain exposure 

— the painter should have checked the weather forecast and the product's TDS for rainfree time 

requirements before applying the topcoat late in the day 

C. The coating should have been protected with plastic sheeting immediately after application regardless 

D. Rain damage only occurs with oilbased coatings and latex should be unaffected by water contact 

 

 

 

55. A painter is applying a coating to the interior of a walkin humidor (cigar storage room) in a luxury 

home. The humidor maintains a constant temperature of 21°C and 70% relative humidity. What coating 

challenge does this environment present? 

 

A. The coating must be applied only when the humidor is empty of cigars to prevent tobacco 

contamination 

B. Standard latex coatings are not recommended because the constant 70% humidity environment can 

cause ongoing moisturerelated coating issues — latex may remain soft (blocking), develop mildew, or 

lose adhesion in the sustained highhumidity environment 

C. The high humidity will cause the coating to cure faster than normal and produce a harder, more 

durable film 

D. Standard latex coatings perform identically in 70% humidity as in 40% humidity with no 

performance effect 

 

 

 

56. A painter is applying two coats of flat latex to a residential bedroom ceiling using a roller on an 

extension pole. The painter completes the first coat and allows it to dry overnight. Before applying the 

second coat the next morning, the painter notices several "cat's eye" defects — oval, shiny spots 

approximately 1015 millimetres long scattered across the ceiling. What are these defects? 



A. Dried drips from the first coat that splashed back from the roller and dried as raised, shiny spots on 

the flat surface — they should be sanded smooth before the second coat 

B. Air bubbles in the coating that expanded during drying and then collapsed, leaving shiny depressions 

C. Insect wings or small bugs that became trapped in the wet coating during the first coat's drying period 

D. Pigment agglomerations that settled out of the paint and dried as concentrated, shiny spots on ceiling 

 

 

 

57. A painter is applying an exterior coating to a woodframed building. The specification calls for a 

complete exterior system including priming and two topcoats on all wood surfaces. The painter 

discovers that the soffit (underside of the roof overhang) has already been primed by the framing 

contractor with a "construction primer" to protect the wood during construction. What should the painter 

verify? 

 

A. That the construction primer colour matches the specified topcoat colour for the soffit surfaces 

B. That the construction primer was applied within the last 30 days to meet freshness requirements 

C. That the construction primer cost has been credited to the painting contractor's scope of the project 

D. That the construction primer is compatible with the specified topcoat system, is sound and 

welladhered, and meets the specification's primer requirements — not all "construction primers" are 

suitable as permanent primers under a topcoat system 

 

 

 

58. A painter is coating the interior walls of a coldstorage facility that operates at a constant 4°C. The 

facility has been warmed to 20°C for the painting work. After the coating is applied and cured, the 

facility will be cooled back to 4°C. What coating property is most critical for this application? 

 

A. Maximum opacity to conceal the stainless steel wall panels beneath the coating in the cold storage 



B. The coating must maintain flexibility and adhesion through the temperature cycling from 20°C to 4°C 

without cracking, delaminating, or becoming brittle — coatings that harden excessively in cold become 

rigid and can crack on the substrate 

C. Maximum drying speed to allow the facility to return to cold storage operation as quickly as possible 

D. Maximum colour retention to maintain the specified colour under the facility's fluorescent cold 

lighting 

 

 

 

59. A painter has been asked to apply a reflective "cool roof" coating to a flat commercial roof. The 

coating is designed to reflect solar radiation and reduce building cooling costs. The roof substrate is a 

singleply EPDM rubber membrane. What preparation concern is unique to EPDM? 

 

A. EPDM rubber must be treated with a chemical primer to prevent the coating from attacking the 

membrane 

B. EPDM rubber does not require any preparation and the cool roof coating can be applied directly 

C. EPDM must be cleaned and primed with a primer specifically designed for rubber substrates — 

standard primers do not adhere to EPDM; the cool roof coating manufacturer must approve the 

primertoEPDM compatibility 

D. EPDM rubber must be heated to 50°C before the cool roof coating can bond to its surface properly 

 

 

 

60. A painter is spraying a corridor wall with semigloss latex and notices that the spray pattern is 

producing a "tailing" effect — heavy coating at the top and bottom edges of the fan with a thin centre. 

This creates a striped pattern on the wall. What is causing this defect? 

 

A. The spray tip has worn unevenly, creating an hourglassshaped orifice that concentrates material at the 

fan edges rather than distributing it evenly across the full fan width — the tip must be replaced 



B. The pump pressure is too low, causing the material to flow unevenly through the tip orifice opening 

C. The painter is holding the gun at an angle rather than perpendicular to the wall surface during passes 

D. The hose length is too long, creating pressure drop that distorts the fan pattern at the gun discharge 

 

 

 

61. A painter applies a coat of PVA primer to new drywall in a commercial building. The specification 

calls for two coats of semigloss latex topcoat. After the primer dries, the painter applies the first coat of 

topcoat. The topcoat appears to absorb into the primer heavily in some areas but sits on the surface in 

other areas. What does this differential absorption indicate? 

 

A. The semigloss topcoat is chemically incompatible with the PVA primer and a different primer is 

needed 

B. The PVA primer is a defective batch that has inconsistent sealing properties throughout the container 

C. The room temperature varied during the primer's drying period, affecting its sealing in different zones 

D. The PVA primer was applied unevenly — thin areas did not seal the substrate adequately and allow 

the topcoat to absorb, while properly primed areas sealed the surface and the topcoat sits on top; an 

additional coat of primer may be needed on the thin areas 

 

 

 

62. A painter is applying a decorative "Venetian plaster" finish to a dining room feature wall. The 

specification calls for a threecoat application: base coat, second layer with colour variation, and a 

burnished final layer. After applying the second layer, the painter begins burnishing immediately. The 

plaster tears and smears rather than polishing. What went wrong? 

 

A. The Venetian plaster product is defective and has incorrect consistency for proper burnishing results 

B. The burnishing tool is the wrong type — a plastic trowel should be used instead of stainless steel 



C. The second layer has not set sufficiently for burnishing — the plaster must reach the correct stage of 

partial cure (firm but not fully hard) before burnishing can produce the polished, marblelike appearance 

without tearing 

D. The burnishing pressure is too light — the painter needs to press harder to achieve the polished effect 

 

 

 

63. A specification for a commercial building calls for a "primersealer" on all new drywall surfaces. 

What function does a primersealer provide that distinguishes it from a standard primer? 

 

A. A primersealer contains a higher percentage of solvent for deeper penetration into the drywall paper 

B. A primersealer combines the adhesionpromoting function of a primer with a superior surfacesealing 

function that equalizes the porosity between drywall paper and joint compound more effectively than a 

basic primer — it provides a more uniform base for semigloss and highersheen topcoats 

C. A primersealer is exclusively oilbased while standard primers are available in both water and oil 

bases 

D. A primersealer is applied only to joint compound areas while standard primer covers the entire 

surface 

 

 

 

64. A painter is coating the exterior of a metal garden gate. The gate has ornamental scrollwork with 

many curves, junctions, and hardtoreach crevices. The painter sprays the gate with an alkyd metal 

primer. After the primer dries, the painter discovers that the inside curves and crevices have very thin 

coverage — the spray could not reach into these tight areas effectively. What technique would have 

prevented this? 

 

A. Apply a stripe coat by brush to all curves, junctions, and crevices before the spray coat — the brush 

forces primer into areas that spray cannot adequately reach, and the subsequent spray coat provides 

uniform overall coverage 



B. Increase the spray pressure to maximum to force the atomized primer into the tight crevice areas 

C. Spray the gate from four different angles to reach all surfaces of the complex scrollwork geometry 

D. Thin the primer with solvent to reduce viscosity so it can flow into the crevices during spray 

application 

 

 

 

65. A painter is applying two coats of exterior semigloss latex to wood siding. After the second coat 

dries, the homeowner notices that the paint surface has a pattern of small, raised bumps scattered across 

several siding boards. Upon close inspection, each bump contains a small resinous deposit. The wood is 

southern yellow pine. What is this defect called, and what caused it? 

 

A. The bumps are air bubbles caused by the painter's roller technique creating excess foam in the film 

B. The bumps are latex binder agglomerations caused by the coating product being stored too cold 

C. The bumps are tannin bleed from the pine being chemically incompatible with the latex topcoat 

D. The bumps are resin exudation (sap bleed) — heat from sun exposure has liquefied pine resin in the 

wood, which pushed through the primer and topcoat; a shellacbased primer at the knots and resinous 

areas would have sealed the resin 

 

 

 

66. A painter is applying a coating to the interior of a commercial kitchen where the specification calls 

for a "washable" and "mouldresistant" coating on walls and ceiling. The kitchen has a commercial 

dishwasher that produces significant steam during operation. What coating type is most appropriate for 

the areas directly adjacent to the dishwasher? 

 

A. A flat latex with mildewresistant additives for the lowest possible sheen near the equipment area 

B. A standard eggshell latex applied at double the normal DFT for increased moisture protection 



C. A semigloss or highgloss epoxy or catalyzed coating with mouldresistant formulation — the areas 

adjacent to the dishwasher require maximum moisture resistance, chemical resistance (from cleaning 

products), and biological growth inhibition 

D. An exteriorgrade latex applied to the interior surfaces for maximum weather and moisture durability 

 

 

 

67. A painter applies a primer coat to a metal surface and allows it to dry. Before the topcoat is applied, 

the primer surface is contaminated with plaster dust from a drywaller working in the adjacent room. If 

the painter applies the topcoat without addressing the dust, what will happen? 

 

A. The plaster dust will dissolve into the wet topcoat and become invisible after the final coat has dried 

B. The plaster dust creates a layer of loose particulate between the primer and topcoat that weakens 

intercoat adhesion — the topcoat bonds to the dust rather than to the primer, and may peel or flake under 

stress 

C. The plaster dust will enhance the texture of the topcoat and create a desirable decorative stipple effect 

D. The plaster dust is chemically compatible with all primers and topcoats and has no effect on adhesion 

 

 

 

68. A painter is applying a highbuild elastomeric coating to a commercial building exterior. The 

specification requires a minimum DFT of 12 mils per coat. The painter's WFT gauge reads 20 mils 

during application. The coating has 55% volume solids. What DFT will this produce, and does it meet 

specification? 

 

A. The DFT will be approximately 11 mils (20 × 0.55 = 11.0) — this does NOT meet the 12mil percoat 

minimum; a thicker application (approximately 22 mils WFT) is needed to achieve the 12mil minimum 

DFT 

B. The DFT will be 20 mils because elastomeric coatings do not lose volume during the drying process 



C. The DFT will be 12 mils exactly because the coating formulation selfadjusts to the specification 

D. The DFT will be 9 mils because elastomeric coatings lose 55% of their volume during the curing 

 

 

 

69. A painter is applying a coating to the interior of a room where the HVAC system is blowing 

conditioned air directly across the ceiling. The painter is spraying flat latex on the ceiling. Despite using 

proper technique, the ceiling has dry spray texture in a band directly beneath the HVAC diffuser, while 

the rest of the ceiling is smooth. What is causing the localized dry spray? 

 

A. The spray tip is partially clogged and needs to be reversed and cleared before continuing the ceiling 

B. The pump pressure is too low for the ceiling height and the atomized coating is falling short of target 

C. The HVAC air supply contains contaminants that are reacting with the latex in the airstream zone 

D. The forced air from the HVAC diffuser is accelerating evaporation of the atomized coating droplets 

directly beneath it, causing them to partially dry before reaching the ceiling surface in that zone 

 

 

 

70. A painter encounters a specification that calls for "antigraffiti coating" on the exterior walls of a 

commercial building at ground level. What does antigraffiti coating do, and how does it affect the 

painted surface? 

 

A. Antigraffiti coating prevents all paint from adhering to the surface, including the specified topcoat 

B. Antigraffiti coating kills bacteria in graffiti paint and causes it to decompose within 48 hours of 

contact 

C. Antigraffiti coating creates a sacrificial or nonstick surface layer that allows graffiti to be removed 

easily (by pressure washing, solvent wiping, or peeling) without damaging the underlying paint system 



D. Antigraffiti coating is a textured surface treatment that makes the wall too rough for spray paint cans 

 

 

 

71. A painter is applying a twocoat latex system to a large commercial wall (10 metres long by 3 metres 

high). The painter uses a standard 230millimetre (9inch) roller. On this large, uninterrupted wall, what is 

the primary concern regarding the roller's coating capacity relative to the wall size? 

 

A. The 230 mm roller has limited coating capacity per load, requiring frequent refills that increase the 

risk of the wet edge drying before the painter can reload and return — on large walls, maintaining the 

wet edge is challenging with standard rollers 

B. The 230 mm roller produces a stipple texture that is too coarse for the large, uninterrupted wall 

surface 

C. The 230 mm roller is too narrow for a wall this size and a 460 mm (18inch) roller should be used 

D. A spray application should always be used instead of roller on any wall surface exceeding 5 metres 

width 

 

 

 

72. A painter is applying a primer to a new drywall ceiling in a large open office. After the primer dries, 

the ceiling shows a pronounced "banding" pattern — alternating light and dark parallel bands running 

the length of the room. The bands correspond exactly to the width of the drywall panels (1220 mm or 4 

feet). What is causing this banding pattern? 

 

A. The drywall panels have slightly different paper facing colours from panel to panel within the same 

shipment — the panels absorb the primer at the same rate but the underlying colour difference shows 

through the thin primer film as alternating lighter and darker bands; an additional coat of primer will 

equalize the appearance 

B. The painter applied the primer in bands that matched the panel width, creating visible lap marks 



C. The drywall compound at the joints between panels is creating the alternating lightdark pattern 

D. The building's HVAC system is creating airflow patterns that dry the primer at different rates per 

panel 

 

 

 

73. A painter is applying an exterior stain to a cedar fence. The stain TDS specifies a maximum 

coverage rate of 250 square feet per gallon for roughsawn cedar. The painter applies the stain at 400 

square feet per gallon to stretch the material. What consequence will this have? 

 

A. The stain will appear lighter initially but will darken to the correct colour as it weathers over time 

B. The stain colour will match the target sample since coverage rate does not affect colour development 

C. The thinner application will dry faster, which is beneficial for fence staining in warm weather 

conditions 

D. The stain will be thinner than designed — producing a lighter colour, less UV protection, and a 

shorter service life before restaining is needed; the manufacturer's coverage rate is engineered for 

optimal penetration, colour development, and protection 

 

 

 

74. A painter is applying a highgloss alkyd enamel to a steel entry door. The specification requires a 

"mirrorsmooth" finish with no visible brush marks, roller stipple, or orange peel. What application 

method is most likely to achieve this finish quality? 

 

A. Brush application with a highquality natural China bristle brush using the "tipping off" technique 

B. Roller application with a 5 mm shortnap microfibre roller cover for the smoothest possible stipple 

C. Spray application (HVLP or conventional) using fine atomization to deposit a smooth, defectfree film 

that selflevels to a mirrorlike finish before the enamel begins to set 



D. Pad application using a lambswool pad that deposits coating in a single, smooth, even layer on steel 

 

 

 

75. A painter is applying a coating to a commercial building interior and the project manager asks the 

painter to explain the difference between "coverage rate" and "spreading rate." Are these terms 

different? 

 

A. Yes — coverage rate refers to the number of coats needed, while spreading rate refers to the 

application speed 

B. No — "coverage rate" and "spreading rate" are interchangeable terms that both describe the surface 

area that a given volume of coating will cover at the specified DFT (typically expressed as m²/L or 

ft²/gal) 

C. Yes — coverage rate measures colour hiding power while spreading rate measures material 

consumption 

D. Yes — coverage rate is a metric measurement while spreading rate is used only in imperial 

calculations 

 

 

 

76. A painter is rolling a flat latex on a residential ceiling. During application, the painter notices that the 

coating is "tracking" — the roller is pulling the previously applied, partially dried coating off the surface 

as the roller passes over it, creating a rough, torn appearance. What is causing this? 

 

A. The painter is rerolling areas where the coating has begun to set — the partially dried film is being 

pulled off the surface by the tacky roller; once the coating begins to tack, it should not be rerolled; the 

area must be left to dry and corrected with the next coat 

B. The roller cover nap is too short for the ceiling surface and is creating excessive friction with the film 

C. The latex coating has expired and the binder has lost its adhesion properties during shelf storage 



D. The ceiling surface was primed with an oilbased primer that is incompatible with the latex topcoat 

 

 

 

77. A painter is applying two coats of semigloss latex to a long hallway wall (25 metres). During the 

second coat application, the painter runs out of paint with approximately 3 metres of wall remaining. 

The painter must go to the storage room to get another pail of the same product. By the time the painter 

returns (8 minutes later), the wet edge has dried. After completing the wall, a visible lap mark appears at 

the stopping point. What technique would have prevented this? 

 

A. The painter should have applied the second coat in the opposite direction of the first coat on the wall 

B. The painter should have worked faster to complete the entire wall before the paint in the tray ran out 

C. The painter should have used a spray system instead of a roller for the second coat on the long wall 

D. The painter should have estimated material needs and ensured adequate paint was in the work area 

before beginning the coat — running out midwall on a long, continuous surface guarantees a lap mark 

 

 

 

78. A painter is coating a metal handrail in a hospital. The specification requires an "antimicrobial" 

coating. The painter selects a standard semigloss latex that does not contain antimicrobial additives and 

applies it to the handrail. The inspector rejects the work. Why? 

 

A. Semigloss latex is the wrong sheen for hospital handrails — only highgloss coatings can be used 

B. The specification requires a coating with antimicrobial additives incorporated into the formulation — 

standard semigloss latex does not contain biocidal agents that inhibit bacterial growth on the film 

surface; the inspector correctly rejected the noncompliant product 

C. The hospital handrail must be coated with a powder coat finish rather than a liquidapplied product 

D. The painter should have applied a primer before the semigloss topcoat on the hospital metal handrail 



79. A painter encounters a residential interior where the client has applied a "magnetic paint" (paint 

containing iron particles that allows magnets to stick to the wall). The client now wants to paint over the 

magnetic paint with a standard latex. What consideration applies? 

 

A. Magnetic paint is a heavy, thick coating that creates a slightly rough, textured surface — it can be 

overcoated with standard latex after cleaning and light sanding, but the surface texture may require 

additional topcoat thickness for a smooth finish; the magnetic properties are maintained beneath the 

topcoat 

B. Magnetic paint cannot be overcoated with any product and must be removed before standard painting 

C. The iron particles in the magnetic paint will rust beneath the latex topcoat and create staining issues 

D. Standard latex is incompatible with magnetic paint due to electromagnetic interference with the 

binder 

 

 

 

80. A painter is applying a specialty "chalkboard paint" to a section of a playroom wall. The 

specification requires the painted surface to be functional as a chalkboard (chalk writes smoothly and 

erases cleanly). After two coats of chalkboard paint, the painter immediately hands the surface over to 

the client. The client writes on it with chalk and finds the surface is scratchy and chalk does not erase 

cleanly. What was missed? 

 

A. Chalkboard paint is a decorativeonly product and is not designed to function as an actual chalkboard 

B. The surface should have received three additional coats of chalkboard paint for functional 

performance 

C. Chalkboard paint requires a curing period (typically 3 days or more) before the surface is ready for 

use — after curing, the surface must be "seasoned" by rubbing the entire area with the side of a chalk 

stick and then erasing before first use 

D. The painter applied the wrong product — only genuine slate material can function as a chalkboard 

 

 



81. A painter applies two coats of exterior stain to a wooden pergola. Six months later, the homeowner 

reports that the stain on the horizontal top members has failed (chalking and peeling), while the stain on 

the vertical posts looks fine. What explains the difference in performance between the horizontal and 

vertical members? 

 

A. The horizontal members were a different wood species than the vertical posts and absorbed 

differently 

B. The painter applied a thinner coat on the horizontal members than on the vertical posts accidentally 

C. The vertical posts receive more wind exposure, which helps the stain cure more effectively on those 

D. Horizontal surfaces receive direct, fullintensity UV radiation and collect standing water (rain, dew), 

while vertical surfaces shed water quickly and receive UV at a glancing angle — the combination of 

direct UV and moisture exposure on horizontal surfaces accelerates stain degradation dramatically 

 

 

 

82. A painter is installing commercial vinyl wall covering in a hotel lobby. During the installation, the 

painter notices that the wall covering adhesive is drying too quickly on the wall — the paste skins over 

before the strip can be positioned. The lobby has large southfacing windows and the sun is heating the 

wall surface. What adjustment should the painter make? 

 

A. Thin the adhesive with water to extend its open time on the heated wall surface during installation 

B. Close the window blinds or drapes to reduce solar heating of the wall surface, or work on the 

southfacing wall during early morning or late afternoon when the sun is not directly heating the surface 

C. Apply the adhesive to the wall covering backing only, not to the wall, to prevent premature drying 

D. Switch to a different adhesive type that has a longer open time regardless of wall temperature 

 

 

 



83. A painter is installing a vinyl wall covering with a "random texture" pattern — a pattern that has no 

discernible repeat and appears to be a random arrangement of colour and texture. When hanging 

adjacent strips, the painter does not need to match any pattern element. What is the primary advantage of 

a randomtexture pattern for material estimation and installation? 

 

A. Randomtexture patterns produce virtually zero waste from pattern matching — each strip is cut to 

exact wall height plus trim allowance with no additional material needed for pattern alignment, making 

this the most economical pattern type 

B. Randomtexture patterns require twice as much material as standard patterns due to the complex 

design 

C. Randomtexture patterns must be installed by certified wall covering specialists with pattern training 

D. Randomtexture patterns require the same amount of extra material as straightmatch patterns overall 

 

 

 

84. A painter is installing wall covering around a thermostat on a hotel room wall. The thermostat is 

surfacemounted (attached to the wall face). What is the correct technique? 

 

A. Remove the thermostat from the wall, terminate the wall covering strip at the thermostat location 

B. Hang the strip directly over the thermostat without any modification for the simplest installation 

C. Hang the wall covering strip over the thermostat location, feel for the thermostat beneath the material, 

make relief cuts around its perimeter, trim the covering to fit neatly around the base, and reinstall the 

thermostat cover plate over the trimmed material 

D. Leave a 150 mm gap around the thermostat with no wall covering material in the surrounding zone 

 

 

 



85. A painter finishes installing a silktextured vinyl wall covering in a luxury dining room. During the 

final inspection, the painter notices that the seams between strips appear more visible than expected — 

they are tight and the material is not lifting, but a faint line is visible at each seam. What factors 

contribute to seam visibility on solidcolour, smoothtextured wall coverings? 

 

A. The seams are visible because the adhesive used was the wrong type for silktextured vinyl material 

B. The wall covering rolls were from different dye lots and the colour varies between adjacent strips 

C. The seam roller was not used properly and the edges were not fully pressed into contact with the wall 

D. Solidcolour, smoothtextured wall coverings show seams more readily than patterned or textured 

materials — the uninterrupted colour field makes any slight variation at the seam (cut edge thickness, 

microgap, shadow from raking light) more noticeable than it would be on a busy pattern that distracts 

the eye 

 

 

 

86. A painter is installing wall covering in a commercial office. The specification states that all waste 

material and adhesive containers must be disposed of according to the building's waste management 

plan. The painter notices that leftover adhesive is being poured down the utility sink drain by an 

apprentice. Is this disposal method acceptable? 

 

A. Most wall covering adhesives are watersoluble and can be disposed of down the drain in small 

quantities 

B. Wall covering adhesive should not be poured down drains — even watersoluble adhesives can clog 

plumbing fixtures, contaminate water systems, or violate the building's waste management plan; excess 

adhesive should be allowed to dry and disposed of as solid waste 

C. Wall covering adhesive must be returned to the manufacturer for recycling through a certified 

program 

D. Only claybased adhesives can be poured down drains while starchbased adhesives require solid 

disposal 

 



87. A painter encounters a wall covering specification that calls for a "Type II, 20ounce" commercial 

vinyl. What does "20ounce" refer to? 

 

A. The weight of the vinyl material per linear yard of roll — this weight specification indicates a 

mediumduty commercial product suitable for hotel corridors, offices, and institutional spaces where 

moderate abrasion resistance and durability are needed 

B. The weight of adhesive required per linear yard of wall covering material during the installation 

C. The thickness of the vinyl layer in millimetres, with 20 ounces converting to 0.5 millimetres of vinyl 

D. The maximum weight of the roll when shipped from the factory, used for shipping cost calculations 

 

 

 

88. A painter is installing prepasted wall covering in a children's hospital room. The nurse asks whether 

the adhesive on prepasted products is toxic. What should the painter respond? 

 

A. All wall covering adhesives are highly toxic and children should not be in the building during work 

B. Prepasted adhesives can contain any chemical and no safety information is available for the product 

C. The adhesive type and toxicity information is not available for prepasted products since it is 

factoryapplied 

D. Prepasted wall covering adhesives are generally nontoxic when cured — the specific product's Safety 

Data Sheet should be consulted for complete health and safety information, but most modern prepasted 

adhesives are wateractivated starch or cellulosebased and are considered safe for occupied healthcare 

environments 

 

 

 



89. A painter finishes installing vinyl wall covering in a hotel corridor and applies seam sealer to all 

seams as specified. Two weeks later, maintenance staff reports that the seam sealer has yellowed on 

several lightcoloured seams. What caused the yellowing? 

 

A. The seam sealer was a solventbased product that yellows as it ages — a nonyellowing, clear acrylic 

seam sealer should have been specified and used for lightcoloured wall coverings to prevent 

discolouration 

B. The wall covering material is chemically incompatible with all seam sealer products on the market 

C. The yellowing is caused by the hotel corridor lighting and is not related to the seam sealer product 

D. The seam sealer was applied too thickly and the excess material yellowed during the curing process 

 

 

 

90. A painter is working on a largescale wall covering project in a new hotel (200+ rooms). To maintain 

efficiency, multiple installers are working simultaneously on different floors. What quality control 

measure is essential when multiple installers work on the same project? 

 

A. Each installer should use a different adhesive brand to compare performance across floors of the 

hotel 

B. A standardized installation method, adhesive type, booking time, and seam technique must be 

established and followed by all installers — the lead installer should inspect completed rooms across all 

floors periodically to verify consistency and address any variations before they compound 

C. Each installer should work independently without standardization since experienced workers use 

different equally valid techniques 

D. Only the lead installer's work needs to be inspected — the other installers' work is covered by the 

lead's quality 

 

 

 



91. A painter is finishing a set of white birch kitchen cabinet doors. The specification calls for a natural 

(unstained) finish with a waterbased polyurethane clear coat. After the first coat of waterbased 

polyurethane dries, the surface feels rough — like fine sandpaper. The painter knows this is grain 

raising. To prevent grain raising from affecting the final coat's smoothness, what is the recommended 

approach? 

 

A. Preraise the grain before the first coat by wetting the bare wood with a damp cloth, allowing it to dry, 

and sanding smooth with 220grit — this removes the fibres that would otherwise rise during the first 

coat; subsequent coats will produce progressively smoother surfaces 

B. Switch to oilbased polyurethane which does not raise the grain on birch or any other wood species 

C. Apply the waterbased polyurethane at double thickness to weight the grain fibres down permanently 

D. Sand the birch with 400grit before the first coat to seal the grain and prevent any fibre swelling 

 

 

 

92. A painter is staining a red oak hardwood floor with a dark ebony stain. After applying the stain and 

wiping, the colour is dramatically dark in the pores (open grain) but much lighter on the face grain 

between the pores — creating a highcontrast, twotoned appearance. The client wanted a more uniform, 

solid dark colour. What product would have produced a more uniform dark colour on the opengrained 

oak? 

 

A. The same penetrating stain applied in three coats without wiping for maximum pigment accumulation 

B. A gel stain applied in multiple coats to build surface colour over both the open pores and face grain 

C. A waterbased dye stain that produces colour through chemical reaction rather than pigment deposit 

D. A gel stain or a dye stain — gel stain sits on the surface and colours uniformly over both pores and 

face grain; a dye stain penetrates evenly into both areas because dyes dissolve rather than suspend, 

producing more uniform colour than pigmented stain on opengrained wood 

 

 



93. When applying a lacquer sanding sealer to stained cabinet surfaces, the painter notices that the sealer 

is dissolving and lifting the stain in some areas. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The lacquer sanding sealer is incompatible with all stain products regardless of drying time 

conditions 

B. The sanding sealer was manufactured with a defective formula that attacks all stain products on 

contact 

C. The stain was not fully dry before the lacquer sealer was applied — the aggressive lacquer solvents 

dissolved the uncured stain, lifting it from the wood surface 

D. The ambient temperature was too high, causing the lacquer solvents to become more aggressive 

 

 

 

94. A painter is applying a handrubbed oil finish (tung oil blend) to a walnut bookcase. After three coats 

with proper application and wiping, the painter notices that the finish in one area feels sticky and has not 

cured. The surrounding areas are dry and properly cured. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The room temperature is consistent at 22°C and humidity is moderate — conditions are not the cause 

B. The sticky area received too much oil that was not adequately wiped — excess oil pooled in a 

recessed area and the thick deposit cannot cure properly because oxygen cannot penetrate the thick 

surface layer 

C. The walnut wood in that area contains a natural chemical that prevents tung oil from curing on 

contact 

D. The tung oil product has expired and the drier compounds are no longer functional in that batch 

 

 

 



95. A painter is finishing a set of ash kitchen cabinets. Ash is an opengrained wood similar to oak. The 

specification calls for a filled, smooth finish. After staining, the painter applies paste wood filler across 

the grain, wipes off the excess, and allows it to dry. The next step is to sand the filled surface smooth 

with 220grit before the first coat of clear finish. What direction should the painter sand the filled 

surface? 

 

A. Sand with the grain direction — sanding with the grain removes excess filler from the surface while 

leaving the filler packed in the pores; sanding across the grain would pull filler out of the pores 

B. Sand in circular motions to distribute the sanding force evenly across the filled and unfilled areas 

C. Sand across the grain to maximize filler removal from the surface between the filled pore channels 

D. Sand in random diagonal patterns to prevent creating visible directional scratch marks in the filler 

 

 

 

96. A painter discovers that the existing clear finish on a set of oak stair components is shellac. The 

homeowner wants to add additional clear coat protection. What is the advantage of adding more shellac 

over the existing shellac rather than switching to polyurethane? 

 

A. Shellac is more durable than polyurethane and provides better wear resistance on hightraffic stairs 

B. Shellac dries faster than polyurethane, which is convenient but has no adhesionrelated advantage 

C. Shellac and polyurethane are identical products with different names and can be used interchangeably 

D. New shellac dissolves into and fuses with the existing shellac, creating a seamless, monolithic film 

without intercoat adhesion concerns — polyurethane over shellac creates a distinct, separate layer that 

must rely on mechanical adhesion alone 

 

 

 



97. A painter is applying a waterbased stain to a pine floor. Despite applying a wood conditioner before 

staining, the colour is still slightly blotchy in the soft earlywood zones. The painter wants to minimize 

the blotching on the remaining rooms. What technique adjustment may help? 

 

A. Apply the stain and wipe it off more quickly — reducing the penetration time gives the stain less time 

to absorb unevenly into the density variations, producing a more uniform (though lighter) colour 

B. Apply the conditioner and stain simultaneously mixed together for a singlestep application process 

C. Apply the stain in the opposite direction of the wood grain to fill the pores more effectively per pass 

D. Apply two coats of conditioner at double the recommended rate to completely seal the soft earlywood 

 

 

 

98. A painter finishes a cherry wood conference table with three coats of oilbased polyurethane. The 

finish is beautiful, but the client notices a faint amber tone compared to the sample board that was 

finished with waterbased polyurethane. The client is unhappy with the colour shift. What should the 

painter have clarified before beginning the finishing work? 

 

A. The number of clear coats needed — more coats would have reduced the amber tone to match the 

sample 

B. Whether the sample board was finished with the same product type (oilbased or waterbased) — 

oilbased polyurethane adds a warm amber tone that waterbased does not; the sample and production 

finish must use the same clear coat product to ensure colour matching 

C. Whether the cherry species on the conference table was the same age as the cherry on the sample 

board 

D. Whether the table would be exposed to sunlight, which accelerates the amber tone development 

 

 

 



99. A painter is finishing a set of maple kitchen cabinet doors with a catalyzed conversion varnish. The 

product requires a catalyst (acid catalyst) to be added at a specific ratio. The TDS states a pot life of 8 

hours. The painter mixes a batch and begins spraying. After 6 hours, the material appears normal. At 9 

hours, the painter sprays the last two cabinet doors. What risk exists with these final two doors? 

 

A. The varnish may not achieve its specified hardness, chemical resistance, and adhesion — the 

crosslinking reaction has progressed past the usable window, and the film applied after the pot life may 

remain soft, develop adhesion problems, or fail to perform to specification 

B. The varnish will cure normally since it appeared normal throughout the entire 9hour application 

period 

C. The catalyzed varnish has an unlimited pot life once the catalyst is fully incorporated by thorough 

mixing 

D. The varnish will cure to a higher gloss than specified because the extended time increases 

crosslinking 

 

 

 

100. A painter encounters a specification for a restaurant table that calls for a finish that is "heat resistant 

to 150°C." The table will be used for serving hot plates and dishes directly from the kitchen. What clear 

finish type provides this level of heat resistance? 

 

A. Standard oilbased polyurethane, which provides heat resistance up to 200°C on all wood surfaces 

B. Standard waterbased polyurethane, which has superior heat resistance compared to oilbased products 

C. A penetrating tung oil finish, which cures within the wood and provides unlimited heat resistance 

D. A catalyzed conversion varnish or catalyzed lacquer — these crosslinked finishes provide 

significantly higher heat resistance than standard polyurethane or lacquer, though even these products 

should be verified against the specific heat resistance requirement in the specification 

 

 



101. A painter is finishing a mahogany front door with exterior spar varnish. The TDS recommends 

applying 6 to 8 thin coats with light sanding between each coat. After 4 coats, the painter wants to speed 

up the project by applying the remaining coats without sanding between them. What consequence will 

skipping the intercoat sanding have? 

 

A. No consequence — sanding between coats is optional for spar varnish and serves no functional 

purpose 

B. Skipping intercoat sanding may produce a finish that looks acceptable initially but has poor intercoat 

adhesion 

C. Skipping sanding will cause the next coat to dry faster due to the smooth base underneath the fresh 

coat 

D. Without intercoat sanding, each subsequent coat sits on a smooth, sealed surface with no mechanical 

tooth — the coats may not adhere to each other properly, and under the stress of exterior exposure (UV, 

moisture, temperature cycling), the layers can delaminate from each other 

 

 

 

102. A painter on an industrial project mixes a batch of twocomponent epoxy primer. The TDS specifies 

"mix Part A and Part B thoroughly for a minimum of 3 minutes with a power mixer." The painter 

handstirs the components with a wooden stir stick for 1 minute. What risk does this inadequate mixing 

create? 

 

A. The colour will be slightly different from the specification but all performance properties will be 

normal 

B. Inadequate mixing results in an inconsistent chemical reaction — areas of excess hardener and excess 

resin within the same pot will produce a film with variable adhesion, curing, and chemical resistance; 

some areas may remain soft while others overcure 

C. The primer will dry faster than normal due to the concentrated pockets of unmixed hardener in the 

pot 

D. The mixing time only affects the initial pot viscosity and has no impact on the cured film 

performance 



103. An industrial specification requires the painter to apply a "holding primer" to blastcleaned steel on 

sections that will not receive the intermediate coat for several weeks due to the project schedule. What is 

the purpose of a holding primer? 

 

A. A holding primer is a temporary protective coating that prevents flash rusting and maintains the 

blastcleaned surface condition until the permanent coating system can be applied — it must be 

compatible with the permanent primer that will be applied over or instead of it 

B. A holding primer is a permanent primer that replaces the permanent system's primer specification 

C. A holding primer is applied only to hold the blast media in place on the steel surface for future use 

D. A holding primer is a noncoating chemical treatment that prevents atmospheric corrosion 

permanently 

 

 

 

104. A painter on an industrial project is applying a zincrich primer to blastcleaned steel in a bridge 

rehabilitation project. The specification requires the primer to be continuously agitated during spraying. 

The painter's spray pot does not have a mechanical agitator. Partway through the application, the primer 

begins to appear thin and transparent — the sprayed film looks light grey instead of the characteristic 

dark grey of properly applied zincrich primer. What is happening? 

 

A. The zinc primer's volume solids have increased beyond the normal level due to temperature exposure 

B. The spray tip has worn and is no longer atomizing the primer correctly for the steel surface profile 

C. The ambient humidity has exceeded the manufacturer's maximum and is affecting the primer's colour 

D. The heavy zinc particles have settled to the bottom of the pot — without agitation, the painter is 

spraying binderrich, zincpoor material from the top of the pot; the primer being applied has insufficient 

zinc content for cathodic protection 

 

 

 



105. A coating inspector on an industrial project measures DFT at multiple locations on a primer coat. 

The specification requires 3 to 5 mils. Three readings are: 2.4 mils, 3.2 mils, and 3.8 mils. Under 

SSPCPA 2, the 2.4mil reading is evaluated against 80% of the minimum (80% × 3.0 = 2.4 mils). Is this 

reading acceptable? 

 

A. No — 2.4 mils is below the 3.0mil minimum and additional primer must be applied to that area 

B. Yes — but only if the remaining readings on the entire surface average above 3.5 mils to compensate 

C. The 2.4mil reading equals exactly 80% of the 3.0mil minimum — this is the threshold value under 

PA 2; technically, readings must exceed 80% of the minimum, so 2.4 mils is at the borderline and may 

require professional judgment 

D. No — any reading below 2.5 mils requires the entire surface to be stripped and reblasted completely 

 

 

 

106. A painter on an industrial project is applying an aliphatic polyurethane topcoat to an exterior steel 

structure. During application, the painter notices that the coating is developing small bubbles in the wet 

film as it is sprayed onto the warm steel surface. The bubbles pop and leave pinholes as the film dries. 

What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The warm steel surface is causing rapid solvent evaporation — the coating surface skins over before 

all the solvent has escaped from the lower portion of the film; the trapped solvent vapour pushes through 

the hardening surface, creating bubbles that leave pinholes; this is called "solvent popping" 

B. The polyurethane Part B (isocyanate) has absorbed atmospheric moisture during storage and is 

reacting 

C. The spray gun's air cap is introducing excess air into the fluid stream, creating air bubbles in the film 

D. The blast profile beneath the primer is outgassing trapped air through the wet topcoat during 

application 

 

 



107. An industrial specification requires "SSPCPA 2" measurement procedures for DFT verification. 

Under PA 2, how many gauge readings constitute a single "spot measurement"? 

 

A. A single gauge placement at one point on the coated surface for each spot measurement reading 

B. Two gauge readings averaged together within a 50 mm diameter circle for each spot measurement 

C. Five gauge readings averaged together across a 1metrelong section of the coated surface area 

D. Three gauge readings averaged together within approximately a 150 mm (6inch) diameter area 

 

 

 

108. A painter on an industrial project applies a stripe coat by brush to welds, edges, and bolt heads 

before the sprayapplied primer. After the primer is sprayed, the inspector notes that the stripecoated 

areas appear to have a slightly thicker film than the adjacent flat surfaces. The flat surface DFT reads 4 

mils (within the 35 mil specification). Is the thicker DFT at the stripecoated areas a problem? 

 

A. Yes — the stripe coat has created excessive thickness that will crack and peel from the welded areas 

B. No — the higher DFT at stripecoated areas is expected and desirable; the stripe coat provides 

additional thickness at the geometrically challenging areas (welds, edges, bolts) where spray alone tends 

to leave thin spots; this is exactly the purpose of the stripe coat 

C. Yes — the stripe coat DFT must be measured separately and reported as a distinct line item from 

spray 

D. No — but only because stripe coats are not included in the DFT specification and are not measured 

 

 

 

109. A painter on an offshore platform project is applying a coating to structural steel in the splash zone 

(the area between low tide and high tide). The specification requires a "splash zone" coating system that 



differs from the atmospheric system used above the splash zone. Why does the splash zone require a 

different coating system? 

 

A. The splash zone coating must match the colour of the water for aesthetic purposes on the platform 

B. The splash zone is exclusively an aesthetic concern and the coating selection is based on colour only 

C. The splash zone experiences the most aggressive corrosion conditions — constant wetdry cycling, 

mechanical impact from waves and debris, UV exposure, and accelerated corrosion from simultaneous 

saltwater and oxygen contact require coatings with exceptional adhesion, flexibility, abrasion resistance, 

and chemical resistance 

D. The splash zone requires only an antifouling coating to prevent marine growth on the platform legs 

 

 

 

110. A painter on an industrial project is applying a coal tar epoxy to a buried steel pipe. The 

specification requires the coating to extend 300 millimetres above and below the pipe's entry point 

through a concrete wall. Why does the specification require this overlap? 

 

A. The overlap at the wall penetration ensures continuous coating protection at the soiltoair transition 

zone and the concretetosteel interface, where corrosion is accelerated by the convergence of different 

environments (soil moisture, atmospheric oxygen, crevice conditions at the wall penetration) 

B. The overlap provides a colour marking that helps maintenance crews locate the pipe entry point 

C. The overlap creates additional coating thickness that compensates for the thinner coating on the pipe 

D. The overlap is a cosmetic requirement that makes the pipe penetration appear professionally finished 

 

 

 



111. An industrial coating specification calls for "abrasive blast cleaning" of a steel surface. The 

contractor proposes using "water blasting" (ultrahighpressure water jetting) instead of dry abrasive 

blasting. What key difference exists between the two methods? 

 

A. Water blasting produces the same result as dry abrasive blasting with no practical differences at all 

B. Water blasting removes corrosion products and old coatings effectively but does not produce the 

angular surface profile (anchor pattern) that dry abrasive blasting creates — if the specification requires 

a specific profile depth, water blasting alone may not achieve it; additional methods may be needed 

C. Water blasting creates a deeper surface profile than dry abrasive blasting on all steel surfaces tested 

D. Water blasting is prohibited on all industrial coating projects under current environmental regulations 

 

 

 

112. A painter on an industrial maintenance project discovers that the existing coating on a steel 

structure is a vinyl coating system. The specification calls for overcoating with an epoxy system. The 

painter applies the epoxy directly over the vinyl without a compatibility test. Within 24 hours, the vinyl 

beneath the epoxy begins to wrinkle and lift. What caused this failure? 

 

A. The epoxy was applied at the incorrect DFT and the weight of the thick epoxy film pulled the vinyl 

off 

B. The strong solvents in the epoxy penetrated and attacked the vinyl coating — the solvents dissolved 

the vinyl binder, causing it to swell, wrinkle, and lift from the substrate; a compatibility test would have 

revealed this problem before fullscale application 

C. The vinyl coating had exceeded its maximum service life and was ready to delaminate regardless 

D. The vinyl coating was applied to an improperly prepared substrate and the epoxy simply accelerated 

it 

 

 

 



113. An industrial specification requires "environmental monitoring" throughout the coating application 

process. The specification states that monitoring must include air temperature, surface temperature, 

relative humidity, and dew point. How frequently should these parameters be measured during a typical 

work shift? 

 

A. Once at the start of each work shift is sufficient for compliance with most industrial specifications 

B. Only when the inspector is present on site during the periodic quality inspection visits 

C. At the start of each application session and at regular intervals (typically every 2 to 4 hours or when 

conditions change noticeably) — conditions can change throughout the day, particularly outdoors, and 

the painter must verify that conditions remain within the TDS limits throughout the application 

D. Only at the end of each work shift as a final documentation entry for the project quality records 

 

 

 

114. A painter on an industrial project is applying an intumescent fireresistive coating to structural steel 

beams. The specification requires a DFT of 1,500 micrometres (approximately 59 mils). The 

manufacturer's TDS states a maximum percoat thickness of 500 micrometres. The painter applies three 

coats. After the third coat, the total DFT measures 1,400 micrometres. What must be done? 

 

A. A fourth coat must be applied to bring the total DFT to a minimum of 1,500 micrometres — the 

100micrometre shortfall means the fireresistance rating is not met; partial credit is not given for 

intumescent coatings 

B. The 1,400micrometre total is within 10% of the specification and is acceptable without additional 

coating 

C. The 100micrometre shortfall is compensated by the inherent safety factor built into all intumescent 

products 

D. The threecoat application must be stripped and reapplied with a different intumescent product 

entirely 

 

 



115. A painter on an industrial project encounters a specification that calls for "holiday testing" using 

both lowvoltage wet sponge and highvoltage spark methods on different sections of the same tank. The 

interior tank floor has a 16mil total DFT, while the interior tank walls have a 32mil total DFT. Why are 

different holiday testing methods specified for different locations in the same tank? 

 

A. The two methods produce identical results and the specification allows either method at any thickness 

B. Lowvoltage testing is only used on horizontal surfaces while highvoltage is only for vertical surfaces 

C. Different coating types are used on the floor versus walls, requiring different detection equipment 

D. Lowvoltage wet sponge testing is effective on the thinner floor coating (16 mils, below the 

approximately 20mil threshold), while highvoltage spark testing is needed for the thicker wall coating 

(32 mils) where lowvoltage cannot reliably detect holidays through the thicker insulating film 

 

 

 

116. A painter on a marine project is applying a coating to the hull of a steel vessel below the waterline. 

The specification calls for "cathodic protection compatible" coating. What does this mean? 

 

A. The coating must contain metallic zinc pigment to provide cathodic protection directly through its 

film 

B. The coating must be able to withstand the electrochemical environment created by the vessel's 

cathodic protection system (impressed current or sacrificial anodes) without disbondment, blistering, or 

degradation — some coatings perform poorly when exposed to cathodic protection current 

C. The coating must generate its own electrical current to protect the steel hull from marine corrosion 

D. The coating is applied using an electrostatic spray system that creates a cathodic bond with the steel 

 

 

 



117. A painter on an industrial project is applying an epoxy floor coating to a concrete warehouse floor. 

After the first coat cures, the painter notices that the coating has developed small "fisheyes" (craters) 

scattered across approximately 5% of the floor surface. The concrete was diamondground before 

coating. What is the most likely cause? 

 

A. The diamond grinding equipment left lubricant residue on the concrete surface during the grinding 

B. The epoxy coating batch was manufactured with contaminated raw materials from the supplier 

C. Localized silicone or oil contamination on the concrete surface — likely from forklift traffic, 

machinery lubricant drips, or cleaning products used on the floor before coating — is causing the epoxy 

to dewet from those contaminated spots 

D. The concrete has excessive moisture content that is pushing the coating off the floor in circular spots 

 

 

 

118. A painter on an industrial project is applying a primer to structural steel. The specification requires 

the primer to be applied within 8 hours of blast cleaning. The painter blastcleans a large section in the 

morning but cannot begin priming until the afternoon due to equipment problems. By the time priming 

begins, 7 hours have elapsed. Atmospheric conditions have been stable (25°C, 45% RH). Is priming 

within specification? 

 

A. Yes — 7 hours is within the 8hour specification limit; however, the painter should verify that no flash 

rust has developed during the delay by inspecting the surface before priming begins 

B. No — the 8hour limit applies only to humid environments and does not apply at 45% relative 

humidity 

C. Yes — the 8hour limit is only a recommendation and can be exceeded by up to 24 hours safely 

D. No — the equipment problems constitute a specification violation regardless of the elapsed time 

delay 

 

 



119. An industrial coating inspector discovers that the painter has been using the same spray tip for three 

consecutive days of primer application. The tip was new when the project started. Should the inspector 

be concerned about tip condition? 

 

A. New spray tips are guaranteed for the life of the project and never need replacement during service 

B. Spray tips are replaced only when they fail completely and stop producing any spray pattern output 

C. Spray tips should be replaced on a fixed schedule of once per day regardless of wear or performance 

D. Spray tips wear progressively during use — the orifice enlarges, the fan width increases, and 

atomization quality decreases; after three days of continuous use, the tip should be inspected for wear 

and replaced if the orifice has enlarged beyond acceptable limits 

 

 

 

120. A painter on a marine project applies an antifouling coating to the hull of a vessel. The antifouling 

coating has a specified launch window — the coating must be launched (submerged in water) within a 

specific time period after application. The specification states "launch within 90 days of application." 

The vessel's launch is delayed to 120 days. What is the concern? 

 

A. The 30day exceedance has no practical effect since the coating has already cured to full hardness 

B. The antifouling coating may have degraded or lost its biocidal effectiveness from extended 

atmospheric exposure before launch — the active biocide compounds may have evaporated, oxidized, or 

depleted during the extra 30 days of air exposure, reducing the coating's ability to prevent marine growth 

after launch 

C. The launch window applies only to the paint colour, which may have faded from UV during the delay 

D. The 90day window is a guideline only and launch delays up to one year have no measurable effect 

 

 

 



121. A painter on an industrial project applies an epoxy intermediate coat over a zincrich primer. The 

specification requires the intermediate to achieve 5 to 7 mils DFT. After application, DFT measurements 

show readings of 5.2, 5.8, 6.1, 4.8, and 6.5 mils. Under SSPCPA 2, is the reading of 4.8 mils acceptable? 

 

A. No — 4.8 mils is below the 5.0mil minimum and additional intermediate must be applied to that area 

B. No — any reading below the minimum requires the entire surface to be stripped and the coat 

reapplied 

C. The 4.8mil reading is evaluated against 80% of the 5.0mil minimum (80% × 5.0 = 4.0 mils); since 4.8 

exceeds 4.0 and the average of all readings exceeds 5.0 mils, the reading is acceptable under PA 2 

D. Yes — PA 2 evaluates only the average of all readings, and individual readings are not examined at 

all 

 

 

 

122. A painter on an industrial project applies a polyurethane topcoat at 3 mils DFT (within the specified 

23 mil range). After curing, the inspector notes that the topcoat has a slight orange peel texture. The 

specification requires a "smooth, uniform finish." The painter argues that orange peel is inevitable with 

spray application. Is the painter's argument valid? 

 

A. No — orange peel can be minimized or eliminated through proper spray technique adjustments 

including atomization pressure, gun distance, tip selection, material viscosity, and ambient conditions; 

the specification requires a smooth finish, and the painter must adjust technique to achieve it 

B. Yes — orange peel is an inherent, unavoidable characteristic of all sprayapplied industrial coatings 

C. No — but the orange peel texture can only be corrected by handrubbing the cured topcoat with 

compound 

D. Yes — all industrial coating specifications allow for moderate orange peel texture in the final topcoat 

 

 

 



123. A painter on an industrial maintenance project encounters a steel structure where the existing 

threecoat system has a localized adhesion failure — the topcoat and intermediate are peeling from the 

primer in a 2squaremetre area. The remaining 98% of the structure's coating is sound. What is the most 

practical repair approach? 

 

A. Strip the entire structure and reapply the complete threecoat system from blast cleaning up 

B. Apply a bonding primer over the peeling area to readhere the lifting intermediate and topcoat layers 

C. Leave the peeling area asis since 98% adhesion is within normal acceptable performance standards 

D. Remove the failed coating in the localized area only, prepare the exposed primer (cleaning, sanding), 

verify primer adhesion, apply intermediate and topcoat to the repaired area, and feather the new coating 

into the surrounding sound system 

 

 

 

124. An industrial specification requires a "moisturemitigating primer" on a concrete floor before the 

epoxy floor coating is applied. The MVER test shows 6 pounds per 1,000 square feet per 24 hours, and 

the standard epoxy's maximum tolerance is 3 pounds. What does a moisturemitigating primer do? 

 

A. A moisturemitigating primer absorbs and stores the moisture within its film to prevent it from 

reaching the epoxy 

B. A moisturemitigating primer is designed to bond to concrete despite high moisture conditions and to 

provide a barrier that prevents moisture vapour from migrating through and disrupting the adhesion of 

the topcoat system above 

C. A moisturemitigating primer diverts the moisture laterally to the nearest floor drain through channels 

D. A moisturemitigating primer eliminates the concrete's moisture entirely by chemical absorption 

 

 

 



125. An industrial coating inspector performs a final quality review and discovers that the painting 

contractor did not perform the specified Bresle patch test for soluble salt contamination before priming 

on one section of the project. The primer and intermediate have already been applied. What should be 

done? 

 

A. The missing test has no consequence since the coating has already been applied and appears normal 

B. The inspector must require removal of all coating on the untested section for Bresle testing of the 

steel 

C. The inspector should document the procedural nonconformance and perform available verification 

tests (DFT, adhesion) on the completed coating; if all verifiable criteria pass, accept the work with 

documentation; implement corrective procedures to ensure the test is performed on all future sections 

D. The inspector should backfill the test records with assumed salt contamination values based on data 

from adjacent tested areas 

 

 

 

126. A painter on an industrial project is applying an inorganic zincrich primer (IOZ) to blastcleaned 

steel. During application, the primer dries very quickly on the steel surface — it appears to flashdry 

within seconds of application. The result is a dusty, powdery film that rubs off easily when touched. 

What is the cause? 

 

A. The steel surface temperature is too high — elevated surface temperature causes the IOZ to flashdry 

before the silicate binder can properly wet the steel and the zinc particles; the moisture needed for the 

silicate's hydrolysis cure evaporates before the reaction can proceed, producing a weak, powdery film 

B. The IOZ product has been stored too long and the zinc pigment has deactivated chemically 

C. The blast profile is too shallow for the IOZ to grip the steel and the primer is sliding off the surface 

D. The compressed air from the spray equipment is too dry and is preventing the moisturecure reaction 

 

 



127. An industrial coating inspector requires the painter to perform a "pulloff adhesion test" (ASTM 

D4541) on the completed coating system. The test requires bonding a metal dolly to the coating surface, 

then pulling it off with a hydraulic tester. The specification requires a minimum of 3.5 MPa. The test 

produces a result of 4.2 MPa with "adhesive failure at the primertosteel interface." What does this result 

mean? 

 

A. The failure occurred at the strongest point in the system and the result represents the overall system 

strength 

B. The test instrument malfunctioned and the reading does not represent the actual adhesion value 

accurately 

C. The failure at the primertosteel interface indicates adequate adhesion since 4.2 MPa exceeds 3.5 MPa 

D. The failure at the primertosteel interface means the weakest link in the system is the bond between 

the primer and the steel — while the 4.2 MPa value passes the specification minimum, the failure mode 

indicates that surface preparation may have been marginally adequate; this should be documented and 

assessed 

 

 

 

128. A painter on an industrial project applies a twocomponent epoxy and notices that the mixed 

material has an unusually long drying time — after 24 hours, the film is still tacky and soft. The TDS 

states "dry to touch: 6 hours at 25°C." The ambient temperature is 25°C. What is the most likely cause 

of the extended drying time? 

 

A. The ambient humidity is too low for the epoxy to cure properly through its moisturedependent 

reaction 

B. The mix ratio was incorrect — either too much or too little hardener was added, preventing proper 

crosslinking; an incorrect ratio disrupts the stoichiometric balance needed for complete curing 

C. The epoxy product has an inherently slow cure rate that varies from the stated TDS specifications 

D. The substrate temperature is slightly lower than the ambient temperature, adding 18 hours to cure 

time 

 



129. A painter on an industrial project is tasked with overcoating an existing polyurethane topcoat that 

has been in service for 7 years. The existing topcoat has lost its gloss but is otherwise intact. The 

specification calls for a maintenance topcoat of the same polyurethane product. Before overcoating, 

what preparation is essential? 

 

A. Apply the new polyurethane directly over the existing topcoat without any preparation whatsoever 

B. Strip the entire existing coating system and reapply from primer up for the best possible result 

C. Clean the surface to remove contamination and chalk, then abrade by sanding or sweep blasting to 

create mechanical tooth — the cured polyurethane surface is chemically inert and requires mechanical 

adhesion for the new topcoat to bond 

D. Apply a coat of rust converter over the existing polyurethane to chemically activate the surface 

 

 

 

130. An industrial coating project has been completed. The final documentation package includes 

atmospheric monitoring logs, DFT surveys, adhesion test results, holiday test reports, product batch 

records, nonconformance reports, and the inspector's acceptance certificate. The owner asks how long 

this documentation should be retained. What is the standard recommendation? 

 

A. The documentation should be retained for the expected service life of the coating system at minimum 

— typically 15 to 25 years for industrial systems; this allows reference for maintenance planning, 

warranty claims, and investigation of any coating failures throughout the system's intended lifespan 

B. The documentation should be retained for one year after project completion and then shredded 

C. The documentation is returned to the painting contractor after project acceptance for their archives 

D. The documentation is retained only until the first maintenance recoat, after which it becomes obsolete  

Practice Exam 11: Answer Key and Explanations 

1. C — Without the exhaust fan running, lacquer solvent vapour accumulates rapidly inside the spray 

booth to explosive concentrations. Lacquer solvents have extremely low flash points and the vapour is 

heavier than air, filling the booth from the bottom up. The painter must stop spraying, secure the gun, 



and exit immediately — any spark from the spray equipment, static discharge, or the power being 

restored could ignite the accumulated vapour. 

 

2. A — Carrying two 20-litre pails (approximately 25 kg each, totalling 50 kg) up six flights of stairs 

creates significant musculoskeletal injury risk. The combined heavy load, awkward posture on stairs, 

and repetitive climbing stress the back, shoulders, knees, and grip. Materials should be transported by 

mechanical hoist, divided into smaller loads, or carried using proper load distribution equipment. 

 

3. B — An apprentice with limited spray experience working alone on a spray operation may not 

recognize injection hazard warning signs, equipment malfunctions, or changing environmental 

conditions that require immediate response. Apprentices require supervision appropriate to their 

experience level — leaving an inexperienced apprentice alone with high-pressure spray equipment 

creates a safety risk. 

 

4. D — An open pilot light on a gas range is a continuous ignition source. Solvent vapours from alkyd 

enamel are heavier than air and travel at floor level to reach ignition sources. The pilot light and any 

other gas appliance flames must be shut off before solvent-based coatings are applied in the same space. 

The work area must be verified as vapour-free before any flame is reignited. 

 

5. C — WHMIS 2015 requires all containers of hazardous products — including secondary containers 

— to be clearly labelled at all times with the product identity, safe handling precautions, and an SDS 

reference. An illegible label makes the product unidentifiable, preventing workers from knowing the 

hazards and correct PPE. The product cannot be used until positively identified and properly labelled. 

 

6. A — ICRA Class IV is the highest containment level, required for construction activities near the 

most vulnerable patient populations (immunocompromised, surgical, intensive care). It requires full 

floor-to-ceiling barriers, negative air pressure, HEPA filtration, airlock entries, and continuous 

monitoring to prevent any dust, debris, or chemical contamination from reaching patient care areas. 

 

7. D — At 600°C, lead paint is well above the 370°C vaporization threshold. The grey-blue, dense paint 

layers in a 1965 home are highly likely to contain lead. At this temperature, lead is actively vaporizing 

into invisible, highly toxic fumes. The painter must immediately reduce the heat gun temperature below 

370°C and use appropriate respiratory protection (P100 minimum) for lead fume exposure. 

 

8. B — Unvented propane combustion produces two hazards in enclosed spaces: it depletes oxygen 

(potentially causing asphyxiation below 19.5% O₂) and generates carbon monoxide (CO), an odourless, 



colourless toxic gas that causes CO poisoning. Even with non-flammable latex paint, adequate 

ventilation is essential when propane heaters are used to maintain safe atmospheric conditions. 

 

9. C — A tailgate safety meeting is a brief, focused safety discussion conducted at the work location 

before work begins each day. It covers site-specific hazards, planned activities, required PPE, 

emergency procedures, and any changes from the previous day. It is documented with attendee 

signatures to verify that all workers received the safety information before starting work. 

 

10. A — The specification states a mandatory wind speed limit of 25 km/h for spray application. At 30 

km/h, the limit is exceeded regardless of any wind shadow effect. Wind shadows are variable and 

unreliable — gusts can redirect around buildings unpredictably. The specification limit applies as 

measured by an anemometer at the work location. 

 

11. D — The heavy tinting pigment settled during the extended application period. Without re-stirring 

between walls, the pigment concentration gradually changed — earlier walls received more pigment 

while later walls received less. This produced a slight but noticeable colour shift. Re-stirring custom-

mixed paint every 15-20 minutes during application maintains consistent pigment distribution. 

 

12. B — Mock-ups must be applied to the actual substrate in the actual project location under the actual 

lighting conditions to represent the true installed appearance. A foam core board has different porosity, 

texture, and colour than drywall, producing a different appearance that does not accurately predict how 

the coating will look on the project surface. 

 

13. C — A punch list is a documented list of minor deficiencies, incomplete items, and corrections 

identified during the final walkthrough inspection (typically by the architect, owner, or consultant) that 

must be addressed by the contractor before the work is formally accepted and final payment is released. 

 

14. A — Rectangular area: 8 × 3 = 24 m². Triangular gable area: ½ × 8 × 2.5 = 10 m². Total wall area: 

24 + 10 = 34 m². The triangle formula (½ × base × height) is essential for calculating the area of gable 

ends, which are one of the most common non-rectangular surfaces encountered in residential exterior 

painting. 

 

15. D — Repeated GFCI tripping indicates an electrical fault — current is leaking to ground through 

damaged insulation, a wet connection, or a defective component. This ground fault creates an 

electrocution hazard. The equipment (pump, cord, and connections) must be inspected by a qualified 

person and the fault corrected before the equipment is used again. 



16. B — A "mil" is one-thousandth of an inch (0.001 inch), equivalent to approximately 25.4 

micrometres. It is the standard unit for measuring coating film thickness in North American painting 

specifications. Understanding this unit is essential for interpreting specifications, using DFT gauges, and 

calculating wet-to-dry film thickness conversions. 

 

17. C — For multi-year projects, the complete material quantity should be ordered at the outset from a 

single production run to guarantee colour consistency and product availability. Alternatively, a written 

commitment from the manufacturer for continued availability and colour matching throughout the 

project duration provides protection against discontinuation. 

 

18. A — The TDS requirement states temperature must remain above 10°C for a minimum of 4 hours 

after application. Applied at 4:00 PM at 12°C, the temperature dropped below 10°C by approximately 

7:00 PM — only 3 hours after application. The 4-hour minimum was not met, potentially preventing 

proper film formation. The coating may need to be assessed and potentially reapplied. 

 

19. D — DFT = WFT × volume solids = 8.0 × 0.55 = 4.4 mils. The specified minimum is 4.0 mils per 

coat. Since 4.4 exceeds 4.0, the application meets the specification. This WFT-to-DFT calculation is the 

fundamental tool for verifying that the applied wet coating will produce the correct dry film thickness. 

 

20. B — The RFI process creates a formal, documented written record of the question and the architect's 

response. This documentation provides contractual clarity — if a dispute arises about what was specified 

for Room 205, both parties can reference the RFI log for the written answer. Verbal clarifications lack 

the evidentiary weight of documented RFIs. 

 

21. C — Petroleum-based form release agents create a hydrophobic barrier on the concrete surface that 

prevents coating adhesion. The agent must be completely removed by solvent cleaning, detergent 

washing, or light abrasive methods. Coating applied over form release agent will peel — the agent repels 

the coating exactly as it repelled the concrete from sticking to the forms. 

 

22. A — Oxalic acid residue remaining on the wood surface after a brightener treatment will interfere 

with stain absorption and finish adhesion. The surface must be thoroughly rinsed with clean water to 

remove all acid residue and allowed to dry completely before staining. Residual acid alters the wood's 

pH and creates inconsistent stain absorption. 

 

23. D — The combination of no primer (poor adhesion to bare metal) and physical stress at the grip 

points (friction, flexing, hand oils) caused the failure. Without primer, latex has minimal adhesion to 



metal — the grip points, receiving the most mechanical stress, were the first areas to fail. A proper metal 

primer would have provided the adhesion bridge. 

 

24. B — The multi-step approach addresses each condition: pressure washing removes carbonation 

staining and loose calcium deposits, crack repair stops active water infiltration, drying eliminates surface 

moisture, and alkali-resistant primer provides a compatible base for the topcoat on the alkaline concrete 

substrate. 

 

25. C — Alligator cracking is a complete, irreversible film failure — the deep, interconnected cracks 

extend through the full depth of the coating. No overcoat, filler, or repair can restore this failed film. The 

only effective preparation is complete removal to bare wood and rebuilding the coating system from 

primer up. 

 

26. A — When the existing system is sound and well adhered (confirmed by tape testing), full removal 

is unnecessary and wasteful. Cleaning removes surface contamination, and light sanding or scuffing 

deglossses the surface and creates mechanical tooth for the new topcoat. This approach preserves the 

existing system while providing adequate preparation for the maintenance coat. 

 

27. B — Tung oil penetrates into the wood grain and cures within the fibres. The residual oil in the pores 

creates a hydrophobic barrier that prevents polyurethane from bonding to the wood. The oil must be 

removed as thoroughly as possible by sanding and solvent wiping. Adhesion testing on a small area 

before full application verifies that the preparation was adequate. 

 

28. D — At 52°C, the surface is 17°C above the maximum application temperature of 35°C. The painter 

must schedule work on this south-facing wall for early morning (before the sun heats the surface) or late 

afternoon (after the sun has moved past), or work on shaded walls during the midday heat. 

 

29. A — Bituminous coatings contain dark compounds that bleed through and stain most standard 

primers and topcoats. The bituminous coating must either be completely removed or sealed with a 

specialized barrier primer designed to block bitumen bleed before any standard coating system can be 

applied. 

 

30. C — Decades of accumulated dust and dirt must be removed before coating. TSP or mild detergent 

solution dissolves grease and loosens dirt, rinsing removes all residue, and thorough drying ensures the 

surface is clean and ready for primer. An appropriate primer provides adhesion and sealing on the 

heritage plaster. 



31. B — Semi-transparent stain is designed to penetrate bare wood. On a deck with 40% remaining 

opaque solid stain, the stain would absorb into the 60% bare wood but sit on top of the 40% opaque film. 

The dramatic difference in absorption between bare wood and painted areas would create a blotchy, two-

toned appearance. 

 

32. D — Rigid epoxy coating applied over flexible polyurethane joint sealant will crack when the 

expansion joints move. The joints must either be masked during application (leaving the sealant exposed 

and functional) or the cured epoxy should be scored along the joint lines to create controlled release 

points that prevent random cracking. 

 

33. A — Dried concrete slurry on the factory primer creates visible bumps and prevents the topcoat from 

bonding to the primer beneath. The concrete deposits must be carefully removed by scraping and 

washing without damaging the factory primer. Once the primer surface is clean, the topcoat can be 

applied. 

 

34. C — Paint applied at skim-coat thickness (far thicker than designed) cracks because paint is 

formulated for thin-film application. The thick film dries and shrinks unevenly, creating extensive 

surface cracking. The cracked paint-skim-coat must be completely removed, and proper joint compound 

applied at the correct thickness for levelling. 

 

35. B — After 15 years of outdoor exposure, the powder coating has failed significantly. Sanding 

removes chalk and creates tooth on the remaining powder coating. Bare aluminum areas require a 

bonding primer or etch primer compatible with aluminum. The entire piece is then topcoated for a 

uniform, durable finish. 

 

36. D — The mixed surface of thinset residue and bare cement board requires levelling and preparation. 

Remove as much thinset as practical, level the surface with cementitious patching compound, prime 

with an alkali-resistant primer (cement board is alkaline), and topcoat. This creates a smooth, uniform 

painted surface. 

 

37. A — Block filler applied uniformly by spray and back-roll fills the CMU pores and mortar joints, 

creating a consistent colour and texture across the entire wall. Without block filler, the grey block face 

and white mortar joints absorb topcoat differently, producing visible colour and sheen variation. 

 

38. C — Mud cracking results from excessive single-coat thickness. The thick film dries on the surface 

while the interior remains wet, then the interior contracts during curing, creating deep shrinkage cracks. 



The cracked coating must be completely removed and the system reapplied at the manufacturer's 

recommended coverage rate. 

 

39. B — The brown paper backing has different porosity and absorption than the white face. It may 

absorb primer and topcoat differently, potentially producing visible differences in sheen and colour. A 

stain-blocking primer helps equalize the surface, and the painter should verify uniform coverage before 

topcoating. 

 

40. D — Ceiling tile adhesive residue prevents coating adhesion. All adhesive must be removed by 

scraping, solvent cleaning, or mechanical methods before the concrete deck can be primed and painted. 

Coating applied over adhesive bonds to the adhesive rather than to the concrete, and will peel when the 

adhesive fails. 

 

41. A — Chemical stripping with a paste-type stripper is the most appropriate method for removing 

accumulated paint from ornamental rosettes without damaging the decorative metal profiles. The paste 

softens the paint layers, which are carefully scraped from the recesses. Aggressive methods (blasting, 

power sanding) would destroy the delicate ornamental detail. 

 

42. C — The intercoat peeling between the primer and topcoat — with the primer remaining sound on 

the wood — indicates that the primer surface was contaminated, chalked, or over-cured when the 

topcoat was applied. The topcoat could not bond to the compromised primer surface, while the primer-

to-wood bond remained strong. 

 

43. D — Heavy condensation beneath the plastic sheet after 24 hours confirms excessive moisture 

migrating through the concrete slab. Applying epoxy over this moisture level guarantees failure — 

blistering, delamination, and coating destruction from the hydraulic pressure of moisture pushing 

outward through the impermeable epoxy film. 

 

44. D — Borate treatments may form surface deposits that could prevent stain absorption, and the 

surface chemistry may affect certain stain products. The painter should check for visible deposits, 

perform a water absorption test to verify the surface accepts liquid, and consult the stain manufacturer's 

compatibility guidelines for borate-treated wood. 

 

45. A — SP 7 (Brush-Off Blast) is the lightest blast cleaning standard. It removes only loose material — 

loose rust, loose mill scale, loose paint — while tightly adhered contaminants may remain, with up to 



67% staining permitted. SP 6 (Commercial Blast) is more thorough, requiring removal of all visible 

contaminants with no more than 33% staining. 

 

46. C — Standard paint film thickness (typically 3-5 mils) is thin enough that stamped impressions in 

the concrete remain legible through the coating. The paint fills the recessed stamp slightly but the depth 

of the impression is sufficient to remain visible. If the marks become difficult to read after painting, they 

can be carefully traced through the dried coating. 

 

47. B — The water beading confirms the sealant is still active and repelling liquid. Options include 

waiting for additional weathering to degrade the sealant naturally, or using a deck cleaner/stripper 

specifically formulated to remove sealants. After treatment, the water absorption test must be repeated 

and passed before stain application. 

 

48. D — Duct tape cannot be painted — paint does not adhere to the cloth tape surface. The painter 

should notify the general contractor that the taped joints require correction (proper mechanical 

connections), or document the taped joints as exceptions to the painting scope and leave them uncoated. 

 

49. A — Oxidized aluminum requires scuffing with a Scotch-Brite pad or fine sandpaper to create 

mechanical tooth, followed by a primer specifically formulated for aluminum (bonding primer, etch 

primer, or DTM primer for non-ferrous metals). Standard rust-inhibitive primers designed for steel will 

not reliably adhere to aluminum. 

 

50. C — Each substrate requires its appropriate, substrate-specific primer: wood primer for the wood 

fascia and an aluminum-compatible primer for the aluminum soffit. However, the same topcoat can be 

applied over both correctly primed substrates, producing a seamless colour match at the transition 

between the two materials. 

 

 

51. D — Rapid pump cycling (on-off-on-off without the trigger being pulled) indicates pressurized 

material is escaping from the system somewhere — a leaking hose fitting, worn gun packing, a stuck 

return valve, or a loose connection. The pump cycles continuously trying to maintain pressure as the 

material leaks away. 

 

52. B — A rectangular area of different sheen indicates a hidden substrate condition — likely a drywall 

repair that was primed differently (additional coat, different product) from the surrounding wall. The 



different primer creates a different absorption rate beneath the topcoat, producing a visible sheen 

variation at that specific location. 

 

53. D — After the final coat of alkyd enamel has fully cured (7-14 days), the surface is rubbed with fine 

abrasive (0000 steel wool, pumice powder, or rottenstone with rubbing oil) to remove all surface 

imperfections — brush marks, orange peel, dust nibs — producing a perfectly smooth, satin-like finish 

that appears hand-crafted. 

 

54. B — Most exterior latex coatings require 4 to 6 hours of drying time before rain exposure. Applying 

the topcoat late in the day before an overnight rainstorm risks the coating being washed off before it has 

dried sufficiently. The painter must check the weather forecast and the product's TDS for minimum rain-

free time before late-day application. 

 

55. B — Standard latex coatings are not designed for constant 70% humidity environments. The 

sustained high humidity can prevent the coating from reaching full cure, causing persistent softness 

(blocking), promoting mildew growth on the film surface, and potentially causing adhesion failure over 

time. Specialty coatings designed for high-humidity environments are required. 

 

56. A — "Cat's eye" defects are typically dried drips or splatters — small droplets of coating that fell 

from the roller onto the wet ceiling during application. They dry as raised, shiny spots on the flat surface 

because they cure with a different film thickness and surface tension than the surrounding rolled film. 

Sanding smooth before the second coat eliminates them. 

 

57. D — Not all "construction primers" meet the specification requirements for a permanent primer. 

Some construction primers are thin, temporary protective coatings designed only to prevent weather 

damage during construction, not to serve as a permanent base for the topcoat system. Compatibility, 

adhesion, and specification compliance must be verified before relying on a construction primer. 

 

58. B — The coating must remain flexible and maintain adhesion through repeated temperature cycling 

from 20°C (application and cure) to 4°C (service temperature) without cracking or becoming brittle. 

Coatings that harden excessively at low temperatures become rigid and can crack on the substrate as it 

contracts in the cold. 

 

59. C — EPDM rubber has unique surface chemistry that prevents standard primers from adhering. The 

EPDM surface must be cleaned and primed with a primer specifically designed and tested for rubber 



substrates. The cool roof coating manufacturer's compatibility approval is essential — using an untested 

primer on EPDM risks total system failure. 

 

60. A — The "tailing" pattern (heavy edges, thin centre) is the classic symptom of a worn spray tip. The 

orifice has eroded from a clean slot to an hourglass shape, concentrating material at the fan edges while 

the centre receives inadequate coverage. The worn tip must be replaced with a new one. 

 

61. D — Uneven primer coverage means some areas are well sealed while others are not. In thin areas, 

the topcoat absorbs into the unsealed substrate, producing a duller sheen. In properly primed areas, the 

topcoat sits on the sealed surface and produces the correct sheen. An additional coat of primer on the 

thin areas equalizes the sealing. 

 

62. C — Venetian plaster must reach the correct stage of partial cure — firm enough to polish but soft 

enough to move under the trowel — before burnishing can succeed. If burnished too early, the plaster is 

still wet and tears rather than polishing. If too late, the plaster is too hard to burnish and will not develop 

the characteristic polished sheen. 

 

63. B — A primer-sealer combines adhesion with superior surface-sealing that more effectively 

equalizes the porosity difference between drywall paper and joint compound. This improved sealing 

provides a more uniform base for higher-sheen topcoats (semi-gloss, gloss) where differential absorption 

would produce visible flashing. 

 

64. A — Ornamental scrollwork has curves, junctions, and crevices that spray cannot adequately reach. 

A brush-applied stripe coat forces primer into these geometrically complex areas before the spray coat, 

ensuring every surface receives adequate film build. The subsequent spray coat provides uniform overall 

coverage. 

 

65. D — Resin exudation (sap bleed) occurs when heat from sun exposure liquefies pine resin (sap) 

beneath the coating. The liquefied resin pushes outward through the primer and topcoat, forming raised 

bumps. A shellac-based primer applied to knots and resinous areas before the topcoat would have sealed 

the resin. 

 

66. C — Areas directly adjacent to a commercial dishwasher experience intense, repeated steam 

exposure and regular cleaning with aggressive disinfectant solutions. A semi-gloss or high-gloss epoxy 

or catalyzed coating provides the maximum moisture resistance, chemical resistance, and mould 

inhibition needed for this demanding microclimate. 



67. B — Plaster dust between the primer and topcoat creates a layer of loose particulate that acts as a 

bond breaker. The topcoat bonds to the dust rather than to the primer, and under mechanical stress 

(cleaning, impact, tape removal), the topcoat peels along with the dust layer. Surfaces must be clean 

before each coat. 

 

68. A — DFT = WFT × volume solids = 20 × 0.55 = 11.0 mils. This is 1 mil below the specified 12-mil 

minimum per coat. A thicker application (WFT of approximately 22 mils at 55% solids) is needed to 

achieve 12.1 mils DFT and meet the specification. 

 

69. D — The forced air from the HVAC diffuser accelerates evaporation of the atomized droplets in the 

airstream zone directly beneath it. The droplets partially dry before reaching the ceiling surface, 

producing dry spray texture only in the zone affected by the air current. The surrounding ceiling, away 

from the airstream, coats normally. 

 

70. C — Anti-graffiti coatings create either a sacrificial layer (which is removed along with the graffiti 

during cleaning and must be reapplied) or a permanent non-stick surface that allows graffiti to be 

removed by pressure washing or solvent wiping without damaging the coating beneath. Both types 

enable easy graffiti removal. 

 

71. A — A standard 230 mm roller has limited coating capacity per load. On a large, uninterrupted 30 

m² wall, the painter must reload frequently. Each reload interruption creates a risk that the wet edge 

dries before the painter can return with a freshly loaded roller. Managing the wet edge on large walls 

requires efficient technique, proper loading, and potentially a second painter. 

 

72. A — Drywall panels within the same shipment can have slightly different paper facing colours. The 

thin primer coat allows this underlying colour variation to show through as alternating lighter and darker 

bands that align with the panel width. An additional coat of primer provides enough film build to 

conceal the panel-to-panel colour variation. 

73. D — Applying stain at 400 ft²/gal instead of the specified maximum of 250 ft²/gal produces a film 

that is 37.5% thinner than designed. The thinner application results in lighter colour, less UV protection, 

less weather resistance, and a significantly shorter service life. The manufacturer's coverage rate is 

engineered for optimal performance. 

 

74. C — Spray application (HVLP or conventional) provides the finest atomization and smoothest film 

deposition for achieving a mirror-like finish on a high-gloss alkyd enamel. The atomized coating self-



levels before setting, producing a surface free of brush marks, roller stipple, or pad texture. Spray is the 

standard method for achieving the highest-quality gloss finishes. 

 

75. B — "Coverage rate" and "spreading rate" are interchangeable terms in the painting industry. Both 

describe the surface area that a given volume of coating will cover at the specified DFT, typically 

expressed as square metres per litre (m²/L) or square feet per gallon (ft²/gal). 

 

76. A — The painter is re-rolling areas where the coating has already begun to set (tack). The partially 

dried film is being pulled off the surface by the sticky roller. Once latex begins to tack, it must not be re-

rolled — any attempt to smooth or rework the tacky film will tear it from the surface. The area must be 

left alone and corrected with the next coat. 

 

77. D — Running out of material mid-wall on a long, continuous surface guarantees a lap mark. The wet 

edge dries during the time spent retrieving more paint, and the new coating overlaps the dried edge. The 

painter must estimate material needs accurately and ensure adequate paint is in the work area before 

beginning each coat on a large wall. 

 

78. B — The specification requires antimicrobial coating — a product with biocidal additives 

incorporated into the formulation that inhibit bacterial growth on the film surface. Standard semi-gloss 

latex does not contain these additives. The inspector correctly rejected the non-compliant product 

because it does not meet the specification's antimicrobial requirement. 

 

79. A — Magnetic paint is a heavy, thick coating containing iron particles. It can be overcoated with 

standard latex after cleaning and light sanding. The magnetic properties are maintained beneath the 

topcoat (magnets still stick through the latex). The textured surface of the magnetic paint may require 

additional topcoat thickness for a smooth appearance. 

 

80. C — Chalkboard paint requires a curing period (typically 3+ days) before the surface can function as 

a chalkboard. After curing, the surface must be "seasoned" by rubbing the entire area with the side of a 

chalk stick and then erasing — this fills the microscopic surface texture and creates the smooth, erasable 

surface. 

 

81. D — Horizontal surfaces receive direct, full-intensity UV radiation (perpendicular to the sun) and 

collect standing water (rain, dew) that prolongs moisture contact. Vertical surfaces shed water quickly 

and receive UV at a glancing angle, significantly reducing both UV intensity and moisture exposure. 

This combination dramatically accelerates stain degradation on horizontal members. 



82. B — Solar heating through the south-facing windows is warming the wall surface and causing the 

adhesive to skin over before the strips can be positioned. Closing the blinds, or scheduling the south-

facing wall for early morning or late afternoon when the sun is not directly heating the surface, allows 

the adhesive to maintain its workable consistency. 

 

83. A — Random-texture patterns produce virtually zero waste from pattern matching. Each strip is cut 

to exact wall height plus trim allowance — no additional material is needed for pattern alignment. This 

is the most economical pattern type for material estimation and produces the fastest installation with the 

least waste. 

 

84. C — The surface-mounted thermostat requires the wall covering to be cut around its perimeter. The 

strip is hung over the thermostat location, the painter feels for the unit beneath the material, makes relief 

cuts around the base perimeter, trims the covering to fit neatly around the base, and the thermostat cover 

plate is reinstalled over the trimmed material. 

 

85. D — Solid-colour, smooth-textured wall coverings show seams more readily because the 

uninterrupted colour field provides no visual distraction. Any slight variation at the seam — cut edge 

thickness, micro-gap, shadow from raking light — is more noticeable against a plain background than 

against a busy pattern that draws the eye away from seam lines. 

 

86. B — Wall covering adhesive should not be poured down drains. Even water-soluble adhesives can 

clog plumbing fixtures, contaminate grease traps, and violate building waste management plans. Excess 

adhesive should be allowed to dry in its container or on absorbent material and disposed of as solid 

waste. 

 

87. A — The "20-ounce" specification refers to the weight of the vinyl material per linear yard of roll. 

This weight classification indicates a medium-duty commercial product — heavier than Type I 

residential vinyl but lighter than the heaviest commercial grades. It is suitable for hotel corridors, 

offices, and institutional spaces. 

 

88. D — Pre-pasted wall covering adhesives are generally non-toxic when cured. Most modern pre-

pasted adhesives are water-activated starch or cellulose-based formulations considered safe for occupied 

environments. The specific product's SDS should be consulted for complete safety information, but the 

nurse can be reassured that these products are designed for safe use in healthcare settings. 

 



89. A — Some seam sealers — particularly older or solvent-based formulations — yellow as they age, 

which is visible on light-coloured wall coverings. A non-yellowing, clear acrylic seam sealer should be 

specified for light-coloured materials. The sealer type should be verified before application, especially 

on white or pastel coverings. 

 

90. B — When multiple installers work on the same large project, standardization is essential. A 

consistent installation method — adhesive type, mixing ratio, booking time, smoothing technique, and 

seam treatment — must be established and followed by all installers. Periodic inspection across all 

floors catches variations before they compound into visible quality differences. 

 

91. A — Pre-raising the grain before the first coat removes the fibres that would otherwise swell when 

the water-based polyurethane is applied. The wood is wetted, dried, and the raised fibres sanded smooth. 

When the polyurethane is applied, minimal additional grain raising occurs because the loose fibres have 

already been removed, producing progressively smoother surfaces. 

 

92. D — A gel stain or dye stain would produce more uniform dark colour on open-grained oak. Gel 

stain sits on the surface and colours both pores and face grain equally. Dye stain dissolves rather than 

suspends, penetrating evenly into both areas. Penetrating pigmented stains deposit concentrated pigment 

in the open pores while the tight face grain absorbs less. 

 

93. C — The stain was not fully dry before the lacquer sanding sealer was applied. Lacquer contains 

aggressive solvents that dissolve many stain products if the stain has not completely dried and set. The 

solvents in the sealer liquefied the uncured stain, lifting it from the wood. Adequate stain drying time 

per the TDS must be observed before overcoating. 

 

94. B — The sticky area received excess oil that pooled in a recessed section and was not adequately 

wiped. The thick oil deposit cannot cure properly because oxygen cannot penetrate the thick surface 

layer to drive the oxidative curing reaction. Each coat of oil must be wiped thoroughly to leave only a 

thin film that can absorb oxygen and cure. 

 

95. A — Sanding the filled surface with the grain direction removes excess filler from the surface 

between the pores while leaving the filler packed tightly in the pore channels. Sanding across the grain 

would pull filler out of the pores, undoing the filling work. Sanding with the grain also prevents visible 

cross-grain scratches. 

 



96. D — New shellac dissolves into and fuses with existing shellac, creating a seamless, single 

monolithic film. This fusion eliminates intercoat adhesion concerns entirely — the new and old shellac 

become one continuous film. Polyurethane applied over shellac creates a separate, distinct layer that 

relies on mechanical adhesion alone. 

 

97. A — Reducing the penetration time gives the stain less opportunity to absorb unevenly into the 

density variations in the pine. Applying and wiping quickly (within 1-2 minutes rather than 5-10) 

produces a lighter but more uniform colour because the soft earlywood has less time to absorb the 

disproportionate amount of stain that causes blotching. 

 

98. B — The sample board was finished with water-based polyurethane (crystal clear), while the 

production table received oil-based polyurethane (amber tone). The amber warmth of the oil-based 

product shifts the stain colour compared to the clear water-based sample. The sample and production 

work must use the same clear coat product for accurate colour matching. 

 

99. A — At 9 hours (1 hour past the 8-hour pot life), the catalyzed varnish's cross-linking reaction has 

progressed beyond the manufacturer's usable window. The last two doors may not achieve the specified 

hardness, chemical resistance, or adhesion because the catalyst has been consumed beyond its effective 

working range. 

 

100. D — Standard polyurethane, lacquer, and oil finishes have limited heat resistance. Catalyzed 

conversion varnish or catalyzed lacquer — with their highly cross-linked molecular structure — provide 

significantly higher heat resistance. Even these products should be verified against the specific 150°C 

requirement in the specification. 

 

101. D — Without intercoat sanding, each new coat sits on a smooth, sealed surface with no mechanical 

tooth. The coats bond only through weak chemical affinity, not mechanical adhesion. Under the stress of 

exterior exposure (UV expansion/contraction, moisture cycling, temperature changes), the poorly 

bonded layers can delaminate from each other. 

 

102. B — Inadequate mixing leaves pockets of unmixed resin and hardener within the same batch. Areas 

with excess hardener cure differently from areas with excess resin. The result is a film with variable 

properties — some areas may remain permanently soft (excess resin) while others may be brittle (excess 

hardener). Thorough power mixing for the specified minimum time ensures homogeneous reaction. 

 



103. A — A holding primer is a temporary protective coating applied to blast-cleaned steel to prevent 

flash rusting during schedule delays. It maintains the blast-cleaned surface condition until the permanent 

coating system can be applied. The holding primer must be compatible with the permanent primer — 

either serving as the permanent primer itself or being easily overcoated. 

 

104. D — Without continuous agitation, the extremely heavy zinc particles (specific gravity 7.1) settle 

rapidly to the bottom of the spray pot. The painter sprays binder-rich, zinc-poor material from the top of 

the pot. The thin, light-grey appearance confirms insufficient zinc content in the applied film — this 

primer will not provide the cathodic protection the specification requires. 

 

105. C — Under PA 2, individual spot measurements must exceed 80% of the specified minimum. 80% 

of 3.0 mils = 2.4 mils. The reading of 2.4 mils is exactly at the threshold. This borderline condition 

requires professional judgment — technically, readings should exceed (not equal) the 80% value. The 

inspector may require additional primer at that location. 

 

106. A — The warm steel surface causes rapid solvent evaporation from the wet polyurethane film. The 

surface skins over before all solvent has escaped from the lower portion. The trapped solvent vapour 

pushes through the hardening surface, creating bubbles that pop and leave pinholes. This defect is called 

"solvent popping." 

 

107. D — Under SSPC-PA 2, a single spot measurement consists of three individual gauge readings 

averaged together within approximately a 150 mm (6-inch) diameter area. This averaging reduces the 

effect of localized surface irregularities and provides a more representative measurement. 

 

108. B — The higher DFT at stripe-coated areas is expected and desirable. The stripe coat adds extra 

thickness specifically at welds, edges, and bolt heads where spray alone tends to leave thin coverage. 

The flat surface DFT (4 mils) is within specification, and the additional thickness at the stripe areas 

provides the enhanced protection these vulnerable features require. 

109. C — The splash zone experiences the most aggressive combination of corrosion conditions: 

constant wet-dry cycling (alternating immersion and atmospheric exposure), mechanical impact from 

waves, UV radiation during exposure, and accelerated corrosion from simultaneous saltwater and 

oxygen contact. This unique combination demands coating systems with exceptional performance across 

multiple properties. 

 

110. A — The coating overlap at the wall penetration ensures continuous protection at the transition 

zones where different environments converge — soil moisture on one side, atmospheric oxygen on the 



other, and crevice conditions at the concrete-steel interface. These transition zones are highly vulnerable 

to accelerated corrosion without continuous coating coverage. 

 

111. B — Water blasting removes coatings and corrosion effectively but does not create the angular 

surface profile (anchor pattern) that dry abrasive blasting produces. The angular peaks and valleys of an 

abrasive-blasted profile provide mechanical tooth that many coating systems require for proper 

adhesion. If the specification requires a specific profile, water blasting alone may not achieve it. 

 

112. B — The strong solvents in the epoxy penetrated the vinyl coating, dissolving the vinyl binder and 

causing it to swell, wrinkle, and lift from the substrate. This "solvent lifting" is a well-known 

incompatibility between aggressive solvent-based overcoats and vinyl substrates. A compatibility test on 

an inconspicuous area would have revealed this problem before full-scale application. 

 

113. C — Atmospheric conditions can change significantly throughout a work day, particularly 

outdoors. Temperature rises, humidity fluctuates, and dew point changes affect coating performance. 

Measurements at the start of each application session and at regular intervals (every 2-4 hours) verify 

that conditions remain within TDS limits throughout the entire application period. 

 

114. A — Intumescent coating DFT is directly proportional to fire resistance rating. At 1,400 µm instead 

of the required 1,500 µm, the coating is 7% below specification. During a fire, the insulating char layer 

will be proportionally thinner, providing less protection than the fire engineer calculated. A fourth coat 

must bring the total to the minimum 1,500 µm. 

 

115. D — Holiday testing method selection depends on coating thickness. Low-voltage wet sponge 

testing is effective below approximately 20 mils — the 16-mil floor coating is within this range. High-

voltage spark testing is needed for the 32-mil wall coating because the thicker insulating film prevents 

low-voltage detection of subsurface holidays. 

 

116. B — Cathodic protection systems (impressed current or sacrificial anodes) create an 

electrochemical environment around the hull that can cause some coatings to disbond, blister, or 

degrade. "Cathodic protection compatible" coatings are specifically tested and verified to maintain 

adhesion and integrity in the presence of the CP system's electrochemical field. 

 

117. C — Localized fisheyes on a diamond-ground floor indicate contamination — silicone, oil, or 

grease — at those specific spots. Common sources include forklift hydraulic drips, machinery lubricant, 



cleaning product residue, or tire marks. The contamination prevents the epoxy from wetting the concrete 

at those points, causing it to pull away in circular craters. 

 

118. A — At 7 hours, the painter is within the 8-hour specification limit. However, the painter should 

visually inspect the blast-cleaned surface for any flash rust that may have developed during the 7-hour 

delay. Even at stable conditions (25°C, 45% RH), extended exposure can produce light oxidation. If the 

surface is clean, priming can proceed. 

 

119. D — Spray tips wear progressively during use — the orifice enlarges, the fan width increases, and 

the atomization quality decreases. After three days of continuous primer application, significant wear is 

likely. The tip should be inspected by comparing its current fan pattern and orifice size to a new tip of 

the same specification. If worn, it must be replaced. 

 

120. B — Antifouling coatings have a specified launch window because the active biocide compounds 

can evaporate, oxidize, or degrade during extended atmospheric exposure. The extra 30 days beyond the 

90-day limit may have depleted the biocide to a level where it can no longer effectively prevent marine 

organism attachment after launch. 

 

121. C — Under PA 2, the 4.8-mil reading is evaluated against 80% of the 5.0-mil minimum: 80% × 5.0 

= 4.0 mils. Since 4.8 exceeds 4.0, and the average of all readings (5.2 + 5.8 + 6.1 + 4.8 + 6.5 = 28.4 ÷ 5 

= 5.68 mils) exceeds the 5.0-mil minimum, the reading is acceptable under PA 2. 

 

122. A — Orange peel is not an inherent, unavoidable characteristic of spray application. It can be 

minimized or eliminated through proper technique adjustments — atomization pressure, gun-to-surface 

distance, spray tip selection, material viscosity, and ambient conditions. The specification requires a 

smooth finish, and the painter must adjust technique to achieve it. 

 

123. D — For a localized 2% failure, the most practical repair is: remove the failed coating in the 

affected area, clean and sand the exposed primer, verify primer adhesion, apply intermediate and topcoat 

to the repaired area, and feather the new coating into the surrounding sound system. Stripping the entire 

98% sound system is unnecessarily extreme. 

 

124. B — A moisture-mitigating primer is specifically designed to bond to concrete despite high 

moisture vapour emission and to create a barrier that prevents moisture from migrating through and 

disrupting the topcoat system's adhesion. It allows the epoxy floor coating to succeed on concrete that 

would otherwise be too wet for standard primers. 



125. C — The missing Bresle test is a procedural non-conformance that should be documented. 

However, the coating has already been applied and removal is extreme. The inspector should document 

the failure, perform available verification tests on the completed work, accept the work if all verifiable 

criteria pass, and implement corrective procedures for future sections. 

 

126. A — The steel surface temperature is too high, causing the IOZ to flash-dry. The moisture needed 

for the silicate binder's hydrolysis cure reaction evaporates before the reaction can proceed, and the rapid 

drying prevents the binder from properly wetting and bonding to the steel surface. The result is a weak, 

powdery film with no adhesion or protective value. 

 

127. D — The failure at the primer-to-steel interface identifies the weakest link in the system — the 

bond between the primer and the steel substrate. While the 4.2 MPa value passes the 3.5 MPa minimum 

specification, the failure mode suggests that the surface preparation may have been marginally adequate. 

This information should be documented for quality records. 

 

128. B — An incorrect mix ratio disrupts the stoichiometric balance needed for complete cross-linking. 

Too little hardener leaves unreacted resin (soft, tacky film), while too much hardener leaves unreacted 

hardener (which can also cause soft spots or surface defects). The mix ratio must precisely match the 

manufacturer's specification for proper curing. 

 

129. C — A 7-year-old polyurethane surface has cured to a chemically inert film. The surface must be 

cleaned to remove contamination and chalk, then abraded by sanding or sweep blasting to create 

mechanical tooth. Without this mechanical profiling, the new topcoat has no physical gripping points on 

the smooth, inert surface. 

 

130. A — The documentation should be retained for the expected service life of the coating system — 

typically 15 to 25 years for industrial systems. This duration allows the records to be referenced for 

maintenance planning, warranty claims, failure investigation, and regulatory compliance throughout the 

coating's intended lifespan. 

 

 


