
PRACTICE EXAM 9: ASE T4 BRAKES 

SIMULATION 
 

1. A technician reviewing a service manual for a specific tractor discovers that the manufacturer specifies 

a different governor cut-out pressure than the typical range. The technician should: 

 

A. Ignore the manufacturer's specification and use industry-standard values 

B. Call the manufacturer for clarification before proceeding 

C. Follow the specific manufacturer's specification as published in the service information 

D. Apply the specification only if the vehicle is under warranty 

 

2. A driver's log shows a brake complaint that was "resolved" during the last service interval, but the same 

complaint has returned. The technician's FIRST action should be: 

 

A. Verify the original complaint was correctly diagnosed and the repair addressed the actual root cause 

B. Replace all brake hardware preventively 

C. Replace the master cylinder as standard procedure 

D. Extend the PM interval to avoid repeat issues 

 

3. A Class 8 tractor's air brake system has developed slow pressure buildup after a recent replacement of 

the air dryer cartridge. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. The desiccant cartridge is defective from manufacturing 

B. Incorrect type of grease was used on the dryer housing 

C. System voltage is low, affecting dryer performance 

D. An air leak was introduced during the dryer service that was not identified 



4. A driver complains of a brake pedal that is "spongy only in the morning." The vehicle has a hydraulic 

brake system with front disc brakes. On examination, the technician finds the hydraulic fluid is clear and 

at the correct level, and the flex hoses visually appear intact. The NEXT step is to: 

 

A. Replace all four flex hoses preventively 

B. Check for internal hose delamination by comparing hose response between wheels during pedal 

application 

C. Replace the master cylinder assuming internal bypass 

D. Replace the pedal linkage 

 

5. A technician is performing a CVSA Level I inspection on a combination vehicle. The inspector asks to 

see documentation proving the technician is qualified to perform brake inspections. The technician should 

provide: 

 

A. A copy of the most recent oil change record 

B. The technician's personal driver's license 

C. Training records, experience documentation, and ASE T4 certification 

D. The tractor's most recent fuel receipt 

 

6. A heavy truck has an air compressor that has been confirmed to have worn piston rings, allowing oil to 

pass into the air system. After replacing the compressor, the technician should also: 

 

A. Replace the air dryer cartridge and inspect the supply reservoir for accumulated oil 

B. Replace the treadle valve as preventive maintenance 

C. Replace the red dash valve regardless of condition 

D. Adjust the governor cut-out pressure 

 

 



7. A driver reports that during extended highway driving, the brakes feel unchanged, but the compressor 

seems to cycle more frequently than previously. The driver does not notice any warning lights. The MOST 

likely explanation is: 

 

A. Normal wear of the compressor reaching mid-life 

B. Increased driver usage of the air horn 

C. The compressor is preparing for scheduled replacement 

D. A developing air leak that is not severe enough to trigger the low-air warning 

 

8. On a Class 6 truck with air-over-hydraulic brake architecture, the driver reports that the pedal feels firm 

but braking is weaker than before. The hydraulic-side inspection reveals normal fluid level and no external 

leaks. The NEXT diagnostic step should be to: 

 

A. Replace the hydraulic master cylinder 

B. Check the air-side of the system for adequate air pressure at the air-hydraulic actuator inlet 

C. Replace the front brake pads preventively 

D. Check the power steering pump pressure 

 

9. A wheel bearing set is being replaced. The technician discovers the old grease appears clean and amber 

with no debris. This condition typically indicates: 

 

A. Immediate bearing failure is imminent 

B. The previous technician used the wrong grease type 

C. Normal service life with proper lubrication — a positive finding 

D. Contamination from a failed wheel seal 

 

 



10. A service manual indicates that after master cylinder replacement on a specific Class 5 truck, the 

hydraulic system must be bled using a manufacturer-specific procedure with scan-tool activation of the 

ABS HCU solenoids. A technician who omits this step will MOST likely experience: 

 

A. Residual air trapped in the HCU producing soft pedal and possible ABS faults 

B. Instant master cylinder failure from back-pressure 

C. Activation of the emergency brake function 

D. Complete loss of power steering assist 

 

11. A Class 8 tractor's compressor is rotating but not producing pressure buildup at all. System pressure 

remains at zero despite extended engine operation. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. A sticking air dryer purge valve held open 

B. Excessive reservoir capacity 

C. Normal cold-start behavior lasting 10+ minutes 

D. A completely failed compressor with seized pistons or broken valves 

 

12. A driver reports an ABS warning lamp that illuminates only during braking but goes out immediately 

when the pedal is released. The pattern is consistent with: 

 

A. A normal ABS self-test occurring during each brake application 

B. A wheel speed sensor with intermittent connection that flexes during brake application 

C. Low air pressure activation below 60 psi 

D. A stuck tractor protection valve 

 

13. A technician is removing a brake chamber on a drive axle. Before loosening the chamber's mounting 

nuts, the technician should: 

 

A. Drain the engine coolant to prevent splash 



B. Remove the slack adjuster completely 

C. Verify the chamber is caged and air pressure is drained to zero 

D. Disconnect the vehicle's battery 

 

14. A Class 5 medium-duty truck experiences a gradual drop in power steering pressure during extended 

driving. On a hydro-boost-equipped brake system, the driver will notice: 

 

A. Progressive increase in brake pedal effort as pump pressure falls 

B. Immediate total loss of braking capability 

C. Activation of the ABS warning lamp only 

D. Increased engine RPM during braking 

 

15. A technician's inspection finds a trailer spring brake chamber with a crimped supply line near the 

chamber. The line is not ruptured but is severely restricted. The likely symptom during operation is: 

 

A. Increased tractor-side air pressure 

B. Faster trailer brake response than the tractor 

C. Enhanced ABS function on the trailer 

D. Delayed trailer spring brake release due to restricted air flow 

 

16. A heavy-truck air system has a properly functioning compressor but the air system cannot maintain 

pressure above 80 psi during operation. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. A failing engine alternator 

B. A significant air leak consuming compressor output faster than it can rebuild 

C. Blocked wheel speed sensors 

D. Normal operation at high altitude 

 



17. On a Class 8 tractor with air ABS, a scan tool reads no stored fault codes but the ABS warning lamp 

is illuminated. The technician should: 

 

A. Check the warning lamp circuit wiring and lamp function — the fault may be in the lamp circuit itself 

B. Replace the ABS ECU 

C. Replace all four wheel speed sensors 

D. Disconnect the battery to reset the system 

 

18. A driver reports that the brake fluid reservoir level has dropped noticeably over the past week, with no 

visible external leak. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. Normal fluid thermal expansion 

B. Fluid being consumed by the ABS ECU 

C. An internal hydraulic leak (master cylinder bypass) or concealed external leak at a caliper or hose 

D. Fluid evaporation in the reservoir 

 

19. A disc brake caliper's flexible flex hose shows no visible damage but when the brake is applied, the 

hose visibly balloons outward. This condition indicates: 

 

A. Normal hose performance under pressure 

B. Caliper failure, not hose failure 

C. Adequate hose life remaining 

D. Failed internal hose reinforcement requiring hose replacement 

 

20. A technician receives a vehicle with a recent brake service history and a complaint of "mushy pedal." 

The service records show the master cylinder was replaced two weeks ago. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. Failure of the newly installed master cylinder 



B. The master cylinder was not properly bench-bled before installation, leaving trapped air in the circuit 

C. Contamination of the brake fluid during installation 

D. Incorrect master cylinder size 

 

21. A Class 8 tractor's ABS warning lamp has been illuminated for three months. The driver has continued 

normal operation. During a CVSA inspection, the inspector: 

 

A. Records the fault and may issue a citation but ABS fault alone typically does not place the vehicle out 

of service 

B. Immediately places the vehicle out of service 

C. Disables the ABS system to prevent further issues 

D. Requires the driver to demonstrate the fault 

 

22. A brake technician discovers brake fluid contamination with engine oil in a Class 5 truck's master 

cylinder reservoir. The recommended repair is: 

 

A. Drain and flush the reservoir, then refill 

B. Replace only the master cylinder 

C. Replace all components containing rubber seals throughout the hydraulic system 

D. Top off with fresh fluid to dilute the contamination 

 

23. A driver reports the brake pedal feels slightly different but cannot describe the change precisely. All 

brake measurements are within specification, and a road test confirms normal brake response. The 

technician should: 

 

A. Replace the master cylinder as precautionary measure 

B. Replace all four calipers 

C. Replace the vacuum booster 

D. Document findings, discuss observations with the driver, and monitor at the next service interval 



24. A heavy-truck air compressor's discharge line is restricted (partially blocked). The MOST likely 

symptom is: 

 

A. Compressor runs continuously without ever reaching cut-out pressure 

B. Excessive heat buildup in the compressor head due to restricted discharge flow 

C. Sudden activation of the parking brake 

D. Reduced engine power during acceleration 

 

25. A driver reports that during a recent trip the spring brakes partially applied at highway speed without 

the driver's command. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. Insufficient air pressure in the control circuit to the spring brake chambers — system pressure 

temporarily dropped 

B. The driver accidentally pulled the yellow dash valve 

C. Normal ABS activation during a hard stop 

D. Pressure differential valve activating the parking brake 

 

26. A technician is replacing a disc brake rotor and discovers the rotor's minimum thickness is stamped at 

30 mm. The measured thickness is 28 mm. The correct action is to: 

 

A. Machine the rotor to 28 mm and return to service 

B. Install the rotor as-is with new pads 

C. Refer to the manufacturer's alternate specification 

D. Replace the rotor because it is below the minimum thickness specification 

 

27. A combination vehicle's trailer reservoir loses pressure overnight. The tractor pressure stabilizes 

around 80 psi. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. A leak in the trailer brake circuit or at the coupling 



B. A failed tractor protection valve stuck open 

C. A small leak at the gladhand seal or trailer service line 

D. Normal air loss over 8 hours of parked time 

 

28. A driver complains about heavy steering, and on inspection, the technician finds brake drag at one 

front wheel. The two symptoms are likely related because: 

 

A. ABS activation affects steering directly 

B. A seized front caliper can create uneven braking that the driver experiences as both heavy steering 

effort and pull during driving 

C. Wheel bearings and steering gears share the same oil 

D. The front axle's anti-roll bar links the brake and steering systems 

 

29. On a medium-duty truck with vacuum brake booster, the driver reports that during highway driving at 

sustained high RPM, the brake pedal feels hard. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. Reduced engine manifold vacuum at sustained high RPM is insufficient for booster assist 

B. Vacuum is too strong at high RPM 

C. The ABS is overriding the brake function 

D. Power steering pump failure affecting the booster 

 

30. A heavy-truck technician replacing a brake chamber must verify the correct chamber type is being 

installed. The LEAST likely consequence of installing a Type 24 chamber in place of a specified Type 30 

chamber is: 

 

A. Reduced braking force at that wheel due to smaller diaphragm area 

B. Potential brake adjustment issues at that chamber 

C. Reduced heat dissipation at the foundation brake 

D. Immediate ABS lamp illumination unrelated to the chamber change 



31. A driver reports that the brake pedal "felt funny" during a single stop from highway speed but has been 

normal since. The pattern is MOST consistent with: 

 

A. Master cylinder internal failure progressing 

B. Failed ABS ECU producing intermittent symptoms 

C. ABS activation during the single hard stop — the pedal pulsed normally and returned to standby 

D. A collapsed flex hose producing variable fluid flow 

 

32. A technician adjusting a manual slack adjuster finds that the adjusting nut threads are stripped. The 

slack adjuster should be: 

 

A. Field-repaired with thread locker 

B. Replaced as a complete unit 

C. Left in place with a note on the repair order 

D. Adjusted using a larger wrench for more torque 

 

33. On a modern heavy truck, the brake temperature during a panic stop can exceed 700°F at the drum 

surface. This heat is: 

 

A. Converted from the vehicle's kinetic energy through friction at the shoe-drum interface 

B. Generated by the ABS pump during activation 

C. Produced by the compressor during load response 

D. Generated by ambient air friction at highway speed 

 

34. A Class 8 tractor is parked with the parking brake applied. The driver returns the next day to find the 

tractor has rolled slightly, and the parking brake is still engaged per the dash valve position. The MOST 

likely cause is: 

 

A. A failed parking brake cable on the rear drive axle 



B. The tractor was not chocked properly 

C. Engine vacuum leaks that affected the brake booster overnight 

D. Internal air leak in the spring brake chamber allowing air to bleed into the parking section, partially 

releasing the spring 

 

35. A technician is diagnosing a complaint that occurs only during cornering. The vehicle is a Class 8 

tractor pulling a trailer. During hard right turns, the driver reports a momentary brake drag before 

releasing. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. Bent steer axle spindle from impact damage 

B. Loose wheel bearings at the inside (right front) wheel 

C. Excessive endplay in the right front wheel bearing allowing the rotor to shift and contact the caliper 

during cornering load 

D. ABS malfunction specific to turning maneuvers 

 

36. An ABS system is undergoing scan-tool actuation testing. The technician commands the left-front 

wheel modulator to cycle, but no response is observed at the wheel. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. The scan tool is incompatible with the vehicle's ABS 

B. Wiring or electrical fault between the ABS ECU and the left-front modulator solenoid 

C. The left-front wheel speed sensor is failed 

D. The compressor is not building adequate pressure 

 

37. A driver reports that the parking brake is slow to engage when the yellow valve is pulled — there is a 

noticeable delay before the brakes apply. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. A leak in the spring chamber control line causing slow pressure drop 

B. Normal parking brake engagement time — no fault 

C. Excessive wheel bearing endplay causing unusual mechanical response 



D. Rotor thickness variation affecting parking brake function 

 

38. A heavy-truck brake drum has been machined multiple times over its service life. The drum is now 

0.005 inches below the stamped discard limit but appears in good condition with no cracks. The drum 

should be: 

 

A. Returned to service with new shoes 

B. Machined one more time to improve friction surface 

C. Reported to the supplier for warranty claim 

D. Replaced, because once machined to the discard limit no further service is allowed 

 

39. A trailer ABS scan reveals a fault code indicating "Wheel Speed Sensor — Right Front — Signal 

Variation Out of Range." The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. Loose wheel bearings allowing excessive hub movement and sensor gap variation 

B. Low engine oil pressure 

C. Damaged or corroded tone ring teeth causing inconsistent pulse intervals 

D. Low battery voltage 

 

40. A driver's brake complaint describes a single incident that occurred during panic braking in wet 

conditions at highway speed. The driver reported the ABS activated and the vehicle stopped safely. The 

technician should: 

 

A. Replace the ABS components preventively 

B. Verify no fault codes are stored and explain that ABS activated normally as designed 

C. Disable ABS at driver's request 

D. Recommend replacement of all four wheel speed sensors 

 



41. A Class 6 truck is equipped with a full hydraulic brake system using a diagonal-split master cylinder. 

The right rear brake and the left front brake share which circuit? 

 

A. The same hydraulic circuit for cross-diagonal redundancy 

B. Separate circuits with redundant ABS systems 

C. The ABS circuit only, not the master cylinder 

D. Emergency circuit regulated by the pressure-differential valve 

 

42. A heavy truck's brake system has been disassembled for service, and the technician notices that a 

reservoir drain valve appears corroded and difficult to turn. The recommended action is: 

 

A. Force the valve open with a wrench or pliers 

B. Bypass the drain valve for this service 

C. Leave the valve alone and wait for complete failure 

D. Replace the drain valve with a new one to ensure future serviceability 

 

43. A driver reports that after a recent air dryer cartridge replacement, the system now leaks continuously 

at the dryer body. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. Excessive system pressure 

B. Normal new cartridge break-in process 

C. Improper torque or contaminated O-ring at the cartridge threaded connection 

D. Failed compressor downstream of the dryer 

 

44. A combination vehicle experiences an unexpected trailer brake application while the driver was 

accelerating on a highway. No dash valve was activated. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. An electrical short in the trailer ABS circuit 



B. A sudden loss of tractor supply pressure that triggered the trailer's emergency relay to apply the brakes 

automatically 

C. Normal ABS cycling during straight-line driving 

D. Driver input error on the brake pedal 

 

45. A technician is inspecting a disc brake caliper on a Class 6 truck and finds the caliper piston appears 

to have slight rust and is difficult to retract. The recommended action is: 

 

A. Disassemble the caliper, inspect internal components, and replace if corrosion is significant 

B. Apply penetrating oil and continue to use the caliper 

C. Lubricate the piston externally with grease 

D. Reduce brake fluid level to ease piston retraction 

 

46. A Class 8 tractor has a parking brake that applies correctly but releases slowly — taking 20+ seconds 

to fully release after the yellow valve is pushed in. System pressure is normal. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. Normal operation on a cold vehicle 

B. A seized spring in the parking section 

C. An ABS fault affecting release timing 

D. A restricted or partially blocked supply line to the spring chamber control port 

 

47. A driver reports that the brake pedal feels firm initially, but after releasing and re-applying in quick 

succession, the pedal feels slightly spongy on the second application. The MOST likely cause is: 

 

A. Master cylinder internal bypass 

B. Normal pedal response variations 

C. Air in the hydraulic lines that is being redistributed during rapid pedal cycling 

D. Wheel speed sensor malfunction 



48. A heavy-truck brake rotor shows thickness variation of 0.008 inches measured across the friction 

surface. The typical specification allows: 

 

A. Up to 0.001 to 0.002 inches of thickness variation 

B. Thickness variation of no more than approximately 0.001 to 0.002 inches — the current reading is out 

of specification 

C. Up to 0.010 inches for heavy-truck applications 

D. Any thickness variation within 0.050 inches 

 

49. A technician is planning to replace a spring brake chamber on a drive axle. Before beginning the work, 

the technician should: 

 

A. Chock the wheels, verify the chamber is caged, and drain system air pressure to zero 

B. Start the engine to build maximum system pressure 

C. Release the parking brake to free the chambers for removal 

D. Disconnect the engine battery 

 

50. A driver reports "no brakes" during a highway emergency — the pedal went to the floor with no 

response. On inspection, the technician finds the master cylinder reservoir is empty. The MOST likely 

cause is: 

 

A. Normal fluid thermal expansion exceeded 

B. ABS pump failure 

C. A minor leak that accumulated overnight 

D. A catastrophic external hydraulic leak somewhere in the brake system 

  



PRACTICE EXAM 9 — ANSWER KEY 

AND EXPLANATIONS 
 

1. C — Follow the specific manufacturer's specification as published in the service information. 

Manufacturer-specific specifications always take precedence over general industry-standard 

values. The vehicle was engineered with particular components and operating parameters in mind, 

and the published service information reflects those engineering decisions for the specific 

platform. 

2. A — Verify the original complaint was correctly diagnosed and the repair addressed the actual root 

cause. A repeat complaint typically indicates the original diagnosis missed the root cause. The first 

step is to review the prior repair documentation and compare it to the current symptom — 

preventing another wasted parts replacement on the same misdiagnosed problem. 

3. D — An air leak was introduced during the dryer service that was not identified. Slow pressure 

buildup after a recent dryer service most commonly points to a new leak introduced during 

disassembly and reassembly. Connections, O-rings, and threaded fittings disturbed during the 

service are the prime suspects, and the system should be tested for leakage before any other 

diagnostic step. 

4. B — Check for internal hose delamination by comparing hose response between wheels during 

pedal application. Morning-only sponginess often indicates internal hose delamination that 

becomes more pronounced when the rubber is cold and stiff. Comparing hose response between 

wheels during pedal application reveals which hose is responding differently — directing the 

diagnosis to the specific failed component. 

5. C — Training records, experience documentation, and ASE T4 certification. Under 49 CFR 

396.25, a qualified brake inspector must have documented training, experience, and certification. 

ASE T4 certification is the standard credential for medium- and heavy-duty truck brake work, and 

these records must be available for inspection by FMCSA or state enforcement. 

6. A — Replace the air dryer cartridge and inspect the supply reservoir for accumulated oil. When a 

compressor fails with oil blowby, contamination carries downstream into the dryer and reservoirs. 

Simply replacing the compressor without addressing this contamination leads to repeat failure of 

the new compressor and continued system contamination — the entire supply-side must be 

cleaned. 

7. D — A developing air leak that is not severe enough to trigger the low-air warning. Increased 

compressor cycling without other symptoms suggests an air leak that is small enough to evade the 



low-air warning but large enough to require more frequent compressor replenishment. Early 

detection of this developing leak prevents progression to a more serious failure. 

8. B — Check the air-side of the system for adequate air pressure at the air-hydraulic actuator inlet. 

On an air-over-hydraulic system, the air side must deliver adequate pressure to the actuator for 

proper hydraulic output. The next diagnostic step is to verify the air supply at the actuator's inlet 

— this localizes the fault to either the air-side supply or the hydraulic side of the conversion. 

9. C — Normal service life with proper lubrication — a positive finding. Clean, amber grease with 

no debris is the signature of a healthy bearing operating normally on the recommended lubricant. 

This finding suggests the bearing is in good condition and the previous service was performed 

correctly — exactly the result a technician hopes to see during routine PM. 

10. A — Residual air trapped in the HCU producing soft pedal and possible ABS faults. Some 

hydraulic ABS HCUs require scan-tool-assisted bleeding to cycle internal solenoids in the correct 

sequence — without this, trapped air remains in internal passages. The result is a spongy pedal and 

potential ABS faults that no amount of conventional pedal pumping can resolve. 

11. D — A completely failed compressor with seized pistons or broken valves. When system pressure 

stays at zero despite extended engine operation, the compressor is not producing any air at all. This 

typically indicates a catastrophic mechanical failure such as seized pistons, broken valves, or a 

sheared drive — requiring complete compressor replacement. 

12. B — A wheel speed sensor with intermittent connection that flexes during brake application. 

Intermittent ABS warning that correlates specifically with brake pedal application suggests a 

sensor with marginal connection that is being flexed by brake-related component movement. The 

sensor wiring or connection becomes intermittent under specific conditions, then resets when 

normal driving resumes. 

13. C — Verify the chamber is caged and air pressure is drained to zero. Before chamber removal, the 

spring brake must be safely caged and the system air pressure drained to zero to prevent the 

dangerous release of stored mechanical energy. This is a non-negotiable safety procedure that has 

prevented countless serious injuries. 

14. A — Progressive increase in brake pedal effort as pump pressure falls. As power steering pump 

output drops, hydro-boost assist force decreases proportionally, requiring increasing pedal effort 

to achieve the same braking. The driver experiences a progressive increase in pedal effort that 

correlates directly with the failing pump pressure. 

15. D — Delayed trailer spring brake release due to restricted air flow. A crimped (but not ruptured) 

supply line restricts air flow to the spring chamber control port. Even with adequate system 

pressure, the restricted flow takes longer to fill the control chamber to the release threshold — 

producing the characteristic delay before the spring brake fully releases. 



16. B — A significant air leak consuming compressor output faster than it can rebuild. When pressure 

cannot exceed 80 psi during operation, the system is losing air faster than the compressor can 

supply it. The leak is significant enough that compressor output is fully consumed maintaining 

current pressure, with no excess for buildup. This must be located and repaired immediately. 

17. A — Check the warning lamp circuit wiring and lamp function — the fault may be in the lamp 

circuit itself. With no fault codes stored but the lamp illuminated, the issue is in the lamp circuit 

itself rather than the ABS system. The lamp could be wired incorrectly, have a damaged circuit, or 

be receiving false input from a separate component connected to the same circuit. 

18. C — An internal hydraulic leak (master cylinder bypass) or concealed external leak at a caliper or 

hose. Reservoir level loss without visible external leakage points to either internal master cylinder 

bypass (fluid moving past worn piston seals) or a concealed leak that drips on a hot or covered 

component. Both possibilities require systematic inspection to identify. 

19. D — Failed internal hose reinforcement requiring hose replacement. A hose that visibly balloons 

under pressure has lost its internal reinforcement integrity and can no longer maintain rigid 

pressure containment. This compromised hose absorbs pedal effort and, if left in service, is at risk 

of catastrophic failure under continued pressure cycling. 

20. B — The master cylinder was not properly bench-bled before installation, leaving trapped air in 

the circuit. Failure to bench-bleed a new master cylinder is the most common cause of a "mushy 

pedal" complaint that develops shortly after master cylinder replacement. The trapped air pocket 

from manufacturing must be purged at the bench before installation; otherwise it enters the brake 

circuit and produces the spongy symptom. 

21. A — Records the fault and may issue a citation but ABS fault alone typically does not place the 

vehicle out of service. An ABS fault is a citation-level violation that must be corrected at PM, but 

it does not automatically trigger out-of-service status because basic service braking remains 

functional. The 20% out-of-service threshold applies to brake adjustment defects, not ABS faults. 

22. C — Replace all components containing rubber seals throughout the hydraulic system. Engine oil 

contamination of brake fluid destroys all rubber seals in the hydraulic system. Once contamination 

has occurred, every component containing rubber — master cylinder, calipers, wheel cylinders, 

hoses, and lines — must be replaced. Drain-and-flush procedures cannot reverse the damage. 

23. D — Document findings, discuss observations with the driver, and monitor at the next service 

interval. When all measurements confirm normal brake operation, the technician's responsibility 

is to document findings clearly and discuss with the driver. Monitoring at the next interval allows 

for early detection if the symptom develops further, without unnecessary parts replacement on a 

healthy system. 

24. B — Excessive heat buildup in the compressor head due to restricted discharge flow. A restricted 

discharge line forces the compressor to work harder against backpressure, generating excessive 



heat in the compressor head. Continued operation under these conditions accelerates piston ring 

wear, oil carbonization, and eventual compressor failure. 

25. A — Insufficient air pressure in the control circuit to the spring brake chambers — system pressure 

temporarily dropped. Spring brakes apply when control air pressure drops below the release 

threshold (approximately 60 to 70 psi). A temporary system pressure drop during operation can 

trigger this — usually from a developing leak or temporary high air consumption that exceeded 

compressor recovery capacity. 

26. D — Replace the rotor because it is below the minimum thickness specification. Minimum 

thickness specifications are absolute lower limits — once a rotor measures below this dimension, 

it must be replaced. Machining cannot restore material, and continued use risks rotor failure under 

thermal loading. 

27. C — A small leak at the gladhand seal or trailer service line. Overnight trailer pressure loss while 

tractor pressure stabilizes around the typical residual pressure point indicates a slow leak in the 

trailer-side circuit. Gladhand seals and trailer service lines are the most common locations for slow 

leakage that becomes apparent over hours of parked time. 

28. B — A seized front caliper can create uneven braking that the driver experiences as both heavy 

steering effort and pull during driving. A dragging caliper produces continuous resistance at one 

wheel, causing the vehicle to want to pull. The driver compensates with steering effort, producing 

the perception of heavy steering. Both symptoms trace to the single caliper-drag root cause. 

29. A — Reduced engine manifold vacuum at sustained high RPM is insufficient for booster assist. 

Engine vacuum decreases at sustained high RPM operation. Vacuum boosters depend on adequate 

manifold vacuum to generate assist force. When vacuum drops below the threshold needed for 

assistance, the brake pedal feels harder. This is a typical vacuum booster limitation at sustained 

high RPM. 

30. D — Immediate ABS lamp illumination unrelated to the chamber change. The ABS system 

monitors wheel speed, not chamber type or size. A chamber size mismatch would produce uneven 

braking effects but would not directly trigger ABS lamp illumination. The ABS only responds to 

wheel speed signals from its sensors. 

31. C — ABS activation during the single hard stop — the pedal pulsed normally and returned to 

standby. A "funny" pedal feel during a single hard stop is consistent with ABS activation. The pedal 

pulsation from modulator cycling is a designed sensation — the system detected lockup risk and 

intervened. Normal pedal feel after the stop confirms no fault was stored. 

32. B — Replaced as a complete unit. Stripped threads in a slack adjuster cannot be field-repaired 

safely. The slack adjuster is a critical safety component, and any internal damage compromises its 

ability to maintain proper adjustment under load. Complete replacement is the correct action. 



33. A — Converted from the vehicle's kinetic energy through friction at the shoe-drum interface. The 

kinetic energy of the moving vehicle is converted to thermal energy through the friction between 

the brake shoes and the drum surface. This is the fundamental physics of braking — kinetic energy 

in, heat out — and explains why braking generates so much heat at the foundation brakes. 

34. D — Internal air leak in the spring brake chamber allowing air to bleed into the parking section, 

partially releasing the spring. An internal leak within the spring brake chamber can allow air to 

gradually flow into the parking section, releasing the spring force over hours of parked time. This 

rare but recognized failure mode produces exactly the described symptom of partial parking brake 

release without any visible external indication. 

35. C — Excessive endplay in the right front wheel bearing allowing the rotor to shift and contact the 

caliper during cornering load. Excessive bearing endplay allows the rotor to shift slightly during 

cornering when load is transferred to that wheel. The shifted rotor contacts the caliper 

unexpectedly, producing momentary brake drag that releases when load shifts back during straight-

line driving. 

36. B — Wiring or electrical fault between the ABS ECU and the left-front modulator solenoid. When 

the scan tool commands a modulator to cycle but no response occurs at the wheel, the most 

common fault is in the wiring or electrical connection between the ECU and the solenoid. The 

command signal is being sent but is not reaching the solenoid due to broken wiring, corroded 

connectors, or a failed solenoid coil. 

37. A — A leak in the spring chamber control line causing slow pressure drop. Slow parking brake 

engagement when the yellow valve is pulled indicates that pressure in the spring chamber control 

circuit is dropping slowly rather than quickly. A small leak somewhere in the control line allows 

the pressure to vent gradually, delaying the moment when the power spring overcomes the air 

pressure. 

38. D — Replaced, because once machined to the discard limit no further service is allowed. Once a 

brake drum has been machined to the maximum discard diameter, no further service is permitted. 

The drum has reached its end of structural and thermal capacity, and continued use with even slight 

further wear could result in failure. Replacement is the only acceptable action. 

39. C — Damaged or corroded tone ring teeth causing inconsistent pulse intervals. "Signal Variation 

Out of Range" indicates the sensor is producing pulses, but the pulse intervals are inconsistent — 

typically because the tone ring has damaged or missing teeth, or because the wheel hub has 

excessive movement creating inconsistent gap distance. Tone ring inspection should be the first 

physical check. 

40. B — Verify no fault codes are stored and explain that ABS activated normally as designed. ABS 

activation during a panic stop in wet conditions is the system functioning exactly as designed. 

Verifying no faults are stored confirms the system operated correctly. The technician's role is to 

document the event and explain to the driver that ABS activation is a normal protective function. 



41. A — The same hydraulic circuit for cross-diagonal redundancy. In a diagonal-split master cylinder 

configuration, one circuit feeds the right rear and left front (or vice versa) — providing cross-

diagonal redundancy. If one circuit fails, the surviving circuit retains braking at one front and one 

rear wheel, preserving balanced braking ability. 

42. D — Replace the drain valve with a new one to ensure future serviceability. A corroded drain valve 

indicates the component has reached end of useful life. Forcing it to operate damages the threads 

and seating surface. Replacement with a new valve restores function and ensures the system can 

be properly drained at future service intervals. 

43. C — Improper torque or contaminated O-ring at the cartridge threaded connection. Continuous 

leakage at the air dryer body after a recent cartridge replacement is most commonly caused by 

improper torque on the new cartridge or contamination of the O-ring during installation. The fault 

is in the recent service work, not in other components. 

44. B — A sudden loss of tractor supply pressure that triggered the trailer's emergency relay to apply 

the brakes automatically. The trailer's relay emergency valve automatically applies the trailer 

brakes when tractor supply air is lost. A sudden supply pressure loss — perhaps from a temporary 

leak or compressor stall — triggered the automatic emergency function. The driver was not at 

fault; the system protected as designed. 

45. A — Disassemble the caliper, inspect internal components, and replace if corrosion is significant. 

Caliper piston corrosion that affects retraction indicates internal damage to the caliper bore or 

piston seal area. Continued use with a corroded piston produces unpredictable brake performance 

and potential safety risks. Disassembly, inspection, and replacement if necessary is the proper 

response. 

46. D — A restricted or partially blocked supply line to the spring chamber control port. Slow parking 

brake release indicates restricted air flow into the spring chamber control circuit. The air must 

overcome the power spring force, and restriction extends the time required to reach the release 

threshold. The restriction must be located and corrected. 

47. C — Air in the hydraulic lines that is being redistributed during rapid pedal cycling. Rapid pedal 

cycling can shift air bubbles within the hydraulic system, briefly affecting pedal response. The 

slight sponginess on the second application reflects the air bubbles redistributing in the lines. 

Proper bleeding of the system is required to remove the trapped air. 

48. B — Thickness variation of no more than approximately 0.001 to 0.002 inches — the current 

reading is out of specification. Acceptable rotor thickness variation is typically 0.001 to 0.002 

inches measured around the friction surface. A reading of 0.008 inches is well above this limit and 

produces the pedal pulsation symptom characteristic of thickness variation. The rotor must be 

machined or replaced. 



49. A — Chock the wheels, verify the chamber is caged, and drain system air pressure to zero. The 

fundamental safety procedure for spring brake chamber service requires chocking the wheels, 

caging the chamber spring to mechanically secure stored energy, and draining system air pressure 

to zero. These steps prevent vehicle movement and chamber-related injury during the service. 

50. D — A catastrophic external hydraulic leak somewhere in the brake system. An empty master 

cylinder reservoir indicates a catastrophic external leak that has drained the entire fluid volume. 

This is a safety-critical emergency, and the leak source must be located before the system can be 

repaired and refilled. The cause is not fluid evaporation, ABS pump failure, or normal expansion 

— it is genuine fluid loss. 


