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READING TEST 
 

40 Minutes—36 Questions 
 

DIRECTIONS: There are four passages in this test. Each passage is 

followed by several questions. After reading each passage, choose 

the best answer to each question and blacken the corresponding 

oval on your answer document. You may refer to the passages as 

often as necessary. 
 
 
 
 

Passage I 
 

PROSE FICTION: This passage is an excerpt from the short story 

“Whimpering Wanderlust” by Gretchen Mueller (© 1955 by Gretchen 

Mueller).









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1. The passage supports all of the following statements about Jacob’s job 

as a tour guide EXCEPT that: 
 

A. he observed many buildings with their skeletal structures exposed. 

B. there were some prepared remarks that Jacob was to read. 

C. the tour catered to certain people with a common interest. 

D. he wore what he considered to be a flattering uniform. 
 

2. One of the main ideas of the second paragraph (lines 17–29) is that:



 

F. due to the nature of Gettysburg, Jacob did not have much desire to 

travel elsewhere. 

G. Jacob imagined a better architectural plan for the town’s older 

buildings. 

H. it was hard for Jacob to find a job with mainly pre-industrial types 

of merchants. 

J. Jacob lacked motivation for his studies because he planned to work 

for the railroad. 
 

3. The events in the passage are described primarily from the point of 

view of a narrator who presents the: 
 

A. actions and thoughts of both Jacob and Erin. 

B. the inner emotions and thoughts of only Jacob. 

C. actions and thoughts of all the characters discussed. 

D. dialogue of all the characters, which suggests their thoughts. 
 

4. According to the passage, all of the following were aspects of Jacob’s 

job with his uncle EXCEPT: 
 

F. seeing unfinished construction. 

G. impressing Erin’s parents. 

H. daydreaming while he worked. 

J. finding efficient paths for plumbing. 
 

5. According to the passage, Jacob’s ambition toward becoming an 

architect included a desire to: 
 

A. point out interesting architecture to a girl. 

B. find a new way to utilize plumbing. 

C. redesign the Dobbin House roof. 

D. enroll at a renowned architectural school. 
 

6. Which of the following questions is NOT answered by the passage?



 

F. What factors influenced Jacob’s choice to go to Mount St. Mary’s 

College? 

G. Did Erin ever use her voucher for a free tour with Jacob? 

H. How many people went to Jacob’s high school? 

J. What effect did the old infrastructure of Gettysburg have on Jacob? 
 

7. The passage indicates that compared to when Jacob worked as a tour 

guide, after he stopped working there he found the buildings of 

Gettysburg: 
 

A. less fascinating. 

B. more fascinating. 

C. less historically noteworthy. 

D. more historically noteworthy. 
 

8. The passage indicates that Jacob’s primary response to the events 

described in the last paragraph is: 
 

F. remorse that he and Erin were largely disconnected. 

G. anger concerning the excessive size of Mount St. Mary’s. 

H. gratitude for ultimately meeting and marrying Martha. 

J. contentment regarding the fact that he got to date Erin. 
 

9. That Jacob had an indelible streak of humility was: 
 

A. a quality shared by most people who grew up in a working class 

community like that of Gettysburg. 

B. a consequence of accepting that he would probably never be a 

world-famous architect. 

C. an effect of Jacob’s grandmother’s words of caution regarding the 

unbiased impressions of the rest of the world. 

D. a character trait that evolved through years of pursuing but never 

obtaining Erin’s affection.



 

10. In the passage, the statement that Erin was fearlessly striding toward 

an unknown future (lines 81–82) is best described as the opinion of: 
 

F. the author of the passage, but not the opinion of Jacob. 

G. Jacob as he struggled to “accidentally” run in to Erin at Mount St. 

Mary’s. 

H. Erin, who has little interest in Jacob because he has no urge to leave 

Gettysburg. 

J. Jacob as he reflects on the one date he had with Erin.



 

Passage II 
 

SOCIAL SCIENCE: This passage is excerpted from the article “The 

Irresistible Force” by Angela Suspak. (© 2008 by Luminary) 
 

The author is reviewing the biographical book The Long Walk Home by 

Grace Jergensen.







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

11. In the statement in lines 36–39 Jergensen most strongly stresses: 
 

A. a consistent propensity Wells had to take care of those in need of 

help. 

B. the way Wells’s family persuaded her to take part in the civil rights 

struggle. 

C. the lessons of equality that Wells learned by acting like a parent to 

her siblings. 

D. a powerful metaphor Wells would later use in many of her 

incendiary speeches.



 

12. As portrayed in the passage, the reaction of Wells to her parents dying 

from a bout of yellow fever is best described as: 
 

F. sad and frightened. 

G. mournful but resilient. 

H. relieved and emboldened. 

J. brave but hopeless. 
 

13. The passage’s author most strongly implies that Wells’s relationship 

with her husband: 
 

A. began a decline in her activism as she turned her focus to starting a 

family. 

B. was the most lasting consequence of her public speaking tour in 

England. 

C. did not halt her efforts in the struggle for equality. 

D. was the main reason behind her starting the Ida B. Wells Club. 
 

14. Lines 6–9 most nearly mean that Wells: 
 

F. faced the problem of audiences reluctant to hear what she had to 

say. 

G. spoke too softly for many people to take her ideas seriously. 

H. did not believe that people would discredit her because of her race 

or gender. 

J. had to create a pen name in order to have her newspaper articles be 

read by the mainstream. 
 

15. According to the passage, who disapproved of the ideas described in 

lines 12–16? 
 

A. Wells herself 

B. Jergensen 

C. Some people in Memphis



 

D. The civil rights community 
 

16. Another reviewer of Jergensen’s book sums up Wells in this way: 
 

A tireless and outspoken advocate of equality, Ida B. Wells 

did not shy away from making controversial demands of her 

audience…sometimes jeopardizing her own safety, always 

reminding her listeners that equality was in accord with their 

fundamental sense of fairness. 
 

How does this account of Wells compare to that of the passage’s 

author? 
 

F. This account portrays Wells’s demands as fair, whereas the 

passage’s author remains less convinced. 

G. This account emphasizes the danger Wells put herself in, whereas 

the passage’s author does not mention this. 

H. Both provide a comparably unflattering portrayal of Wells’s goals 

and tactics. 

J. Both provide a comparably flattering portrayal of Wells’s goals and 

tactics. 
 

17. For the passage’s author, lines 81–84 mainly support her earlier point 

that: 
 

A. Wells did manage to see some of her goals realized in her lifetime. 

B. family was an essential factor in motivating Wells’s struggle. 

C. significant changes happen in society with each new generation. 

D. Wells became much wiser and more thankful in her old age. 
 

18. According to the passage, Jergensen believes that Wells had a style of 

debating similar to that of Socrates because Wells: 
 

F. had a strong sense of certainty about her philosophical convictions.



 

G. did not advance her own agenda but only wanted to understand her 

opponent. 

H. understood that clever oration can only do so much to further a 

cause. 

J. used points of agreement to show her opponents problems with 

their points of view. 
 

19. The passage’s author characterizes the book A Red Record most nearly 

as: 
 

A. a good effort that was troubled by philosophical inconsistencies. 

B. unusually radical compared to other books from the same era. 

C. impressively broad in the scope of social issues it tackled. 

D. mainly effective at inspiring its like-minded readers. 
 

20. The passage most strongly suggests that Wells approached her life as 

a: 
 

F. bleak marathon. 

G. determined struggle. 

H. confusing journey. 

J. constant triumph.



 

Passage III 
 

HUMANITIES: Passage A is adapted from the novel Southern Charmed Life 

by Robert Anderson (© 1978 by Robert Anderson). Passage B is an excerpt 

from a 1986 interview with B.B. King (Library of Congress, 1986). 
 

Passage A by Robert Anderson



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Passage B by B.B. King





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Questions 21–24 ask about Passage A. 
 
 
 
 

21. In Passage A, King uses the simile in lines 19–20 to convey the ability 

of the Blues to: 
 

A. get the most emotion out of a musical instrument. 

B. dull the sharpness of suffering.



 

C. transform complex feelings into simple ones. 

D. help people relax and get to sleep. 
 

22. As it is used in line 21, the word digest most nearly means: 
 

F. understand. 

G. stomach. 

H. memorize. 

J. study. 
 

23. It is most reasonable to infer from Passage A that King believes a true 

appreciation of the Blues comes primarily from: 
 

A. an upbringing similar to King’s in Mississippi. 

B. watching it performed live by musicians. 

C. experiencing the struggles of life. 

D. having deeply held religious beliefs. 
 

24. The narrator compares the feeling created by King’s guitar solos to the 

feeling of: 
 

F. “a thick frosted window pane” (lines 19–20). 

G. “the space behind the waterfall” (line 27). 

H. “a thundering curtain of water” (line 28). 

J. “a bird that flew out through the waterfall” (line 30). 
 
 
 
 

Questions 25–27 ask about Passage B. 
 
 
 
 

25. According to Passage B, King most likely references the nightclub 

fire in order to emphasize:



 

A. how little his life was worth living without his treasured guitar. 

B. that his guitar gained him entry to such nightclubs despite 

widespread prejudice. 

C. his peaceable nature and overall aversion to violence. 

D. how a single decision could have a lasting impact. 
 

26. As it is used in line 64, the word misused most nearly means: 
 

F. clinically depressed. 

G. ill-treated. 

H. outraged. 

J. misled. 
 

27. In Passage B, King indicates that he: 
 

A. feels humbled by the encouragement he receives from strangers. 

B. regrets reentering the burning building to save his guitar. 

C. believes his talents are only appreciated by those who are broken-

hearted. 

D. once aspired to become a medical doctor. 
 
 
 
 

Questions 28–30 ask about both pas 
 
 
 
 

28. Which of the following best describes a difference in the two 

passages? 
 

F. Passage A relies heavily on figurative language to communicate the 

narrator’s ideas, while Passage B uses a more straightforward 

style of expression. 

G. Passage A highlights King’s sense of humor, while Passage B 

explains his love of storytelling.



 

H. Passage A is primarily about King’s career path, while Passage B is 

more focused on his home life. 

J. Passage A praises King’s kindness and humble character, while 

Passage B critiques choices he had made in the past. 
 

29. The narrator of Passage A would most likely respond to King’s 

statement in Passage B (lines 74–75) with: 
 

A. envy. 

B. esteem. 

C. mistrust. 

D. pity. 
 

30. Both passages suggest that: 
 

F. music can heal sickness. 

G. anyone can play the Blues. 

H. pain is a part of living. 

J. most people are prejudiced.



 

Passage IV 
 

NATURAL SCIENCE: The following is adapted from the article “Seeking an 

Intelligent Definition of Intelligence” by Clark Matthews (© 2010 by Clark 

Matthews).







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

31. The main function of the second paragraph (lines 12–20) in relation to 

the passage as a whole is to: 
 

A. explain the human bias that is the focus of the rest of the passage. 

B. advance the argument that intelligence should be defined in human 

terms. 

C. show how certain types of definitions have undesirable 

consequences. 

D. provide background information about the evolutionary niches of 

species.



 

32. According to the passage, what is the primary problem with defining 

intelligence as “the most highly refined capacities” of a given species? 
 

F. It would be a standard that no species could hope to meet. 

G. It would not take into account each species’ unique environmental 

niche. 

H. It would too closely mimic our concepts of human intelligence. 

J. It would not be a standard we could use to compare one species to 

another. 
 

33. According to the passage, all of the following behaviors seem to be 

intelligent EXCEPT: 
 

A. a spider solving the problem of trapping insects by spinning a web. 

B. an elephant picking a lock at the zoo. 

C. a veined octopus finding coconut shells for its shelter. 

D. a parrot identifying keys of various shapes and sizes. 
 

34. According to the passage, scientists often start their assessment of an 

animal’s intelligence by: 
 

F. analyzing its ability to solve new and complex problems. 

G. identifying the most highly refined capacities of that species. 

H. stimulating the animal and observing its behavior. 

J. seeing how much information the animal can absorb. 
 

35. Suppose beavers typically gather sticks from the forest floor and take 

them to a stream to construct a dam. One beaver that cannot find 

enough sticks on the ground begins to strip bark from dying trees. 

Based on the passage, the author would most likely describe the 

behavior of this beaver as: 
 

A. intelligent if the lack of sticks is a novel problem. 

B. unintelligent if there was long-term planning.



 

C. impressive and the result of operant conditioning. 

D. deceptive and illustrating the Clever Hans effect. 
 

36. The passage indicates that the shelters of the veined octopus differ 

from those of crabs and ants in that the octopus shelters: 
 

F. are more likely to be constructed from nearby objects. 

G. are made of much sturdier materials than are crab and ant shelters. 

H. have more architectural interest than those of the crabs and ants. J. 

seem more to be the result of a long-term plan. 
 



 
 

Answers and Explanation



READING PRACTICE TEST 3 

EXPLANATIONS 
 

Passage I 
 

1. A 
 

This reference question asks which statement about Jacob’s job as a 

tour guide is NOT supported by the passage. When a question asks 

what is NOT mentioned in the passage, eliminate answers that are 

mentioned. Lines 30–68 discuss Jacob’s job as a tour guide. Choice 

(A) states that Jacob saw buildings with their skeletal structures 

exposed, but the passage doesn’t indicate that the underlying structure 

of any of the buildings is visible. Keep (A). Lines 40–42 indicate that 

Jacob’s job involved reading a script. This supports (B), so eliminate 

it. Lines 30–33 indicate that the tourists on Jacob’s tour were Civil 

War enthusiasts mostly. This supports (C), so eliminate it. Choice (D) 

is supported by the phrase Fancying himself as cutting quite a figure 

in his clean, pressed uniform (lines 33–34), so eliminate (D). The 

correct answer is (A). 
 

2. F 
 

This reasoning question asks for a main idea of the second paragraph. 

Read the second paragraph as the window. The first few sentences of 

the second paragraph establish that Gettysburg is a town that is stuck 

in the past. Jacob is affected by the lack of innovation and gets the 

impression that there was little of interest to be discovered outside 

Gettysburg. Keep (F) because the impression Jacob was left with 

could mean he would not feel any desire to travel. Eliminate (G) and 

(H) because the paragraph does not discuss an architectural plan or 

Jacob’s employment with pre-industrial types of merchants. While the 

railroad is brought up in the paragraph, eliminate (J) because it



 

doesn’t talk about Jacob planning on working there. The correct 

answer is (F). 
 

3. B 
 

This reasoning question asks about the point of view of the narrator. 

Because this is a general question, it should be done after all the 

specific questions. Look for the Golden Thread. The passage narrates 

Jacob’s thoughts. The passage does not narrate the thoughts of Erin or 

other characters, so eliminate (A), (C), and (D). Keep (B) because it 

matches the text from the passage. The correct answer is (B). 
 

4. G 
 

This reference question asks which was NOT an aspect of Jacob’s job 

with his uncle. When a question asks what is NOT mentioned in the 

passage, eliminate answers that are mentioned. Look for the lead word 

uncle to find the window for the question. Lines 53–54 state that 

Jacob worked with his uncle, a residential plumber. The rest of the 

paragraph discusses that work. Eliminate (F) because lines 54–56 say 

that Jacob enjoyed seeing homes in the intermediate stages of 

construction. Keep (G) because the paragraph does not indicate that 

Jacob’s job involved impressing Erin’s parents; rather, he dreamt 

about this idea. Eliminate (H) because it is supported by lines 73–75. 

Eliminate (J) because it is supported by lines 56–59. The correct 

answer is (G). 
 

5. A 
 

This reference question asks about Jacob’s ambition toward becoming 

an architect. Look for the lead word architect to find the window for 

the question. Lines 12–13 say that Jacob’s ambition towards 

ascending in the field was to impress a girl by describing architectural 

features in Prague. Choice (A) matches this idea, so keep it. Eliminate



 

(B) because the passage never mentions Jacob devising a new way to 

utilize plumbing. Eliminate (C) because the passage never mentions a 

desire to redesign the Dobbin House roof. Eliminate (D) because lines 

6–7 state that Jacob went to Mount St. Mary’s, not because it had a 

renowned architectural program. The correct answer is (A). 
 

6. H 
 

This reference question asks which answer choice is NOT answered in 

the passage. When a question asks what is NOT mentioned in the 

passage, eliminate answers that are mentioned. Work backward and 

use lead words from the answers to find the window for this question. 

Eliminate (F) because the question is answered in line 7: he was able 

to get a partial scholarship. Eliminate (G) because the question is 

answered in lines 36–39. Keep (H) because the passage does not 

indicate how many people went to Jacob’s high school. Eliminate (J) 

because the question is answered in lines 25–26: this lack of 

innovation deepened Jacob’s disinterest in personal or academic 

enterprise. The correct answer is (H). 
 

7. B 
 

This reference question asks what Jacob thought of the buildings in 

Gettysburg once he stopped working as a tour guide. Look for the 

lead words Gettysburg and buildings to find the window for the 

question. The fourth paragraph mentions buildings in Gettysburg. 

Lines 48–52 state that it wasn’t until he left that job that Jacob started 

thinking more about the buildings. Eliminate (A) because it is the 

opposite of what the passage indicates. Keep (B) because it matches 

the text from the passage. Eliminate (C) and (D) because the passage 

doesn’t draw any comparison between how historically noteworthy 

Jacob thought the buildings were during and after his job as a tour 

guide. The correct answer is (B).



 

8. F 
 

This reference question asks about Jacob’s primary response to the 

events described in the last paragraph. Read the last paragraph as the 

window. The paragraph states (line 76) that Jacob recalls the memory 

of a date with Erin with a resigned sigh. Choice (F) says that Jacob 

feels remorse over his disconnect with Erin. This matches resigned 

sigh, so keep (F). Eliminate (G) because the passage does not indicate 

that Jacob was angry about the size of Mount St. Mary’s. Eliminate (H) 

because the passage does not express his gratitude for marrying 

Martha. Eliminate (J) because contentment does not match resigned 

sigh. The correct answer is (F). 
 

9. C 
 

This reasoning question asks about Jacob’s indelible streak of 

humility. Look for the lead words indelible streak of humility to find 

the window for the question. The phrase is used in lines 2–5: Jacob’s 

grandmother instilled this humility in him by telling him that the rest 

of the world was under no obligation to think he was special. 

Eliminate (A) because the passage never suggests humility is a trait of 

the working class. Eliminate (B) because Jacob’s humility is the 

consequence of his feeling that he won’t be famous. Choice (C) 

matches the text from the passage, so keep it. Eliminate (D) because 

the passage never draws a connection between Jacob’s pursuit of Erin 

and his humility. The correct answer is (C). 
 

10. J 
 

This reasoning question asks for the source of the opinion that Erin 

was fearlessly striding toward an unknown future. Read a window 

around the line reference to find the window for this question. This 

phrase is part of a sentence in which Jacob reminisces about Erin. 

Therefore, the opinion belongs to Jacob. Eliminate (F) because it



 

contradicts the text from the passage. Eliminate (G) because, though 

the opinion belongs to Jacob, it does not concern his struggles locating 

Erin at college. Eliminate (H) because the lines are from Jacob’s 

standpoint, not Erin’s. Keep (J) because it matches the text from the 

passage. The correct answer is (J). 
 

Passage II 
 

11. A 
 

This reasoning question asks what the statement in lines 36–39 

stresses. Read a window around the line reference. This statement 

from Jergensen talks about the way Wells took care of her siblings and 

how she looked out for the rights of those experiencing racial 

inequality. Look for an answer choice that matches this idea. Keep (A) 

because it matches the text from the passage. The text in the window 

makes no reference to Wells being persuaded by her family, so 

eliminate (B). While the window states that Wells is a parental figure 

to her siblings, it does not indicate that she learned lessons of equality 

from this. Eliminate (C). Eliminate (D) because the window does not 

reference a metaphor. The correct answer is (A). 
 

12. G 
 

This reasoning question asks for a description of Wells’ reaction to her 

parents’ deaths. Look for the lead words yellow fever to find the 

window for the question. Lines 30–39 state that Wells felt the need to 

be strong for her siblings, yet mourned in private. The correct answer 

needs to state both of these factors. Eliminate (F) because, while Wells 

was sad due to her parents’ deaths, the text does not indicate that she 

was frightened. Keep (G) because it matches the text from the 

passage. Eliminate (H) because the text supports the opposite of 

relieved and emboldened. Eliminate (J) because there is no evidence



 

that Wells felt hopeless, even though there is support that she was 

brave. The correct answer is (G). 
 

13. C 
 

This reasoning question asks what the narrator implies about the 

relationship between Wells and her husband. Look for the lead words 

Wells and husband to find the window for the question. Lines 60–61 

suggest that Wells’ domestic life didn’t spell the end of her struggle 

against inequality. The passage also describes Wells’ continued 

activism after marriage. Eliminate (A) because it contradicts the text 

from the passage. Eliminate (B) because Wells met her husband in 

Chicago, not England. Choice (C) is supported by the text, so keep it. 

Eliminate (D) because there is no connection between her husband 

and the Ida B. Wells Club. The correct answer is (C). 
 

14. F 
 

This reference question asks for the meaning of lines 6–9. Read a 

window around the line reference. Lines 7–8 portray Wells as a 

hushed voice in the race debate. Keep (F) because it matches the text 

from the passage. Eliminate (G) because the phrase hushed voice is 

metaphorical, not literal. Eliminate (H) because it contradicts the text 

from the passage. While the passage does state that Wells created a 

pen name, it does not state this was done for a mainstream newspaper. 

Eliminate (J). The correct answer is (F). 
 

15. C 
 

This reference question asks who disapproved of the ideas described 

in lines 12–16. Read a window around the line reference. In this 

window, the passage states that Wells became a despised figure in 

Memphis (line 21). Eliminate (A) and (B), as the text implies that a 

group of people despised Wells. Keep (C) because it matches the text



 

from the passage. Eliminate (D) because line 17 states that Wells 

became a hero in the civil rights community. The correct answer is 

(C). 
 

16. J 
 

This reasoning question asks for a comparison between two accounts 

of Wells. Because this is a general question, it should be done after all 

the specific questions. Look for the Golden Thread. The passage 

portrays Wells in a positive light, detailing her boldness and 

persuasive tactics. The reviewer’s account portrays Wells as a tireless 

and outspoken advocate of equality. Eliminate (F) because the passage 

does not question Wells’ fairness. Eliminate (G) because the passage 

does state that Wells put herself in danger to complete her objectives. 

Eliminate (H) because both Jergensen and the reviewer consistently 

paint Wells positively. Keep (J) because it matches the text from the 

passage. The correct answer is (J). 
 

17. A 
 

This reference question asks which earlier statement is supported in 

lines 81–84. Read a window around the line reference. The author 

mentions Wells’ issues with only occasional rewards for what she 

does and uses women’s suffrage in 1920 as an example of a reward. 

Keep (A) because it matches the text from the passage. Eliminate (B) 

because the passage never states that family motivated Wells’ struggle. 

Eliminate (C) because the passage never suggests that each generation 

brings significant change to society. Eliminate (D) because the 

passage does not state that Wells became much wiser and more 

thankful in her older age. The correct answer is (A). 
 

18. J



 

This reference question asks why Wells was similar to Socrates in her 

style of debating. Look for the lead word Socrates to find the window 

for the question. Lines 43–46 state that Socrates used shrewdly-

worded questions and statements to lead his opponent from his 

original sense of certainty into a state of doubt about the correctness 

of his convictions. Likewise, the author states that Wells asks 

questions to bait others to question their morality and fairness. 

Eliminate (F) because the text does not mention philosophical 

convictions. Eliminate (G) because the passage states that Wells 

would ask questions in order to advance her agenda. Eliminate (H) 

because the text indicates that Socrates and Wells based their debating 

strategies on clever oration. Keep (J) because it matches the text from 

the passage. The correct answer is (J). 
 

19. D 
 

This reference question asks how the author characterizes the book A 

Red Record. Look for the lead words A Red Record to find the 

window for the question. Lines 66–69 state that the book motivated an 

audience of progressive thinkers, while the practical measures of the 

problem it addressed did not improve. Eliminate (A) because the 

window does not mention philosophical inconsistencies. The text does 

not call the book unusually radical, so eliminate (B). Eliminate (C) 

because the book focuses on the history of lynching in America, not a 

broad scope of social issues. Keep (D) because it matches the text 

from the passage. The correct answer is (D). 
 

20. G 
 

This reasoning question asks about the way in which Wells 

approached her life. Because this is a general question, it should be 

done after all the specific questions. Look for the Golden Thread. The 

passage, overall, describes Wells’ strength and the positive outcomes 

of her activism. Eliminate (F) and (H) because both are negative.



 

Keep (G) because it reflects Wells’ perseverance. Eliminate (J) 

because the passage does not suggest that Wells constantly triumphed. 

The correct answer is (G). 
 

Passage III 
 

21. B 
 

This reasoning question asks what ability of the Blues is conveyed by 

the simile in lines 19–20. Read a window around the line reference. 

King says the Blues puts a dream between [him] and the pain, like a 

thick frosted windowpane. The simile shows that the Blues has the 

ability to dull sadness and hurt. Eliminate any answers that are not 

consistent with that idea. Eliminate (A) because the simile is about a 

style of music, not a particular instrument. Choice (B) is a paraphrase 

of the text from the passage, so keep it. Eliminate (C) because there’s 

no indication that the Blues is transforming emotions, but rather 

muffling or dulling them. Although King does refer to sleeping, he is 

not discussing the Blues’s ability to help anyone sleep. Eliminate (D). 

The correct answer is (B). 
 

22. F 
 

This vocabulary in context question asks what the word digest means 

in line 21. Go back to the text, find the word digest, and cross it out. 

Carefully read the surrounding text to determine another word that 

would fit in the blank based on the context of the passage. After King 

compares the Blues to a frosted window, the author and her sister 

turned to each other, deciding some things weren’t meant for kids 

after they found his pearl of wisdom difficult to digest. The word in 

context should mean something similar to “grapple with” or “accept.” 

Eliminate anything inconsistent with this idea. Keep (F), which 

matches the text from the passage. Eliminate (G) because, although 

stomach might be an attractive answer initially, they are not physically



 

digesting anything. Eliminate (H) and (J) because neither memorize 

nor study match the text from the passage. The correct answer is (F). 
 

23. C 
 

This reasoning question asks what can be inferred about where King 

believes a true appreciation for the Blues comes from. Look for the 

lead words appreciation and Blues to find the window for the 

question. In his conversation with Sis, he says that it’s hard for a 

young ‘un to hear the Blues right because [they] haven’t been through 

enough pain of livin’ yet. Therefore, those who appreciate the Blues 

have been through the pain of living. Eliminate any answers that 

aren’t consistent with that idea. Eliminate (A) because King never 

refers specifically to his own upbringing. Eliminate (B) because the 

window does not mention watching the Blues performed by live 

musicians. Choice (C) is a paraphrase of the text, so keep (C). 

Eliminate (D) because King never discusses religious beliefs. The 

correct answer is (C). 
 

24. J 
 

This reference question asks what feeling cited by the narrator 

compares to the feeling created by King’s guitar. Look for the lead 

words King’s guitar to find the window for the question. Notice that 

each answer choice provides a specific line reference, so read 

carefully around each line reference to determine whether it refers to 

King’s guitar solo or something else. Eliminate (F) because the thick 

glass pane refers to the way that the Blues muffles pain, not King’s 

guitar solo. Choice (G) might initially look promising because the 

author is talking about listening to King play, but the space behind the 

waterfall is in reference to the mournful verses. Eliminate (G). 

Eliminate (H) because the thundering curtain of water is part of a 

metaphor describing the mournful verses. The author describes the



 

guitar solo starting and how his heart feels like a bird that flew out of 

the waterfall. This is consistent with (J). The correct answer is (J). 
 

25. D 
 

This reference question asks what King most likely means to 

emphasize when he discusses the nightclub fire. Look for the lead 

words nightclub fire to find the window for the question. In the second 

paragraph of Passage B, King talks about the event, how the fire 

started and how he almost died running back into the club for his 

guitar. Later, he mentions that he named his guitar Lucille after the 

woman who two men were fighting over when they started the fire, to 

remind [him] not to do a thing like that again. Eliminate any answer 

choices that aren’t consistent with that text from the passage. Choice 

(A) can be eliminated because there’s no evidence that King thought 

his life was worth less than his guitar. Eliminate (B) because the 

passage does not mention prejudice. Eliminate (C) because King tells 

the story to explain the lesson he learned, not to describe his own 

nature. Keep (D) because it is consistent with the text from the 

passage. The correct answer is (D). 
 

26. G 
 

This vocabulary in context question asks what the word misused 

means in line 64. Go back to the text, find the word misused, and 

cross it out. Carefully read the surrounding text to determine another 

word that would fit in the blank based on the context of the passage. 

King refers to people who feel rejected by family or who face 

problems with their love lives. He goes on to say that’s how the Blues 

began, out of feeling misused, so the word must mean something like 

“hurt” or “treated badly.” Eliminate (F) and (H), because neither 

clinically-depressed nor outraged is consistent with “hurt” or “treated 

badly.” Choice (G) matches the text from the passage, so keep it. 

Choice (J) can be eliminated because there’s no evidence that the



 

people were misled, simply that they were hurt. The correct answer is 

(G). 
 

27. A 
 

This reference question asks what King indicates in Passage B. There 

is no good lead word in this question, so work the question later. 

Eliminate any answer choices that aren’t supported by the passage. 

Choice (A) is supported by King’s statement in lines 67–69 that when 

people give him compliments, he thanks them but still goes back to 

his room to practice. Keep (A). Eliminate (B) because, although King 

certainly learned a lesson from the fire, there is no evidence that he 

regrets reentering the building. Eliminate (C) because, although those 

who are broken-hearted may appreciate the Blues, there’s no 

indication that only the broken-hearted like it. Eliminate (D) because, 

though King mentions cancer or muscular dystrophy, there is no 

mention of his aspirations to become a medical doctor. The correct 

answer is (A). 
 

28. F 
 

This reasoning question asks which of the following best describes a 

difference between the two passages. Because this question asks about 

both passages, it should be done after the questions that ask about 

each passage individually. Consider the Golden Thread of both 

passages. Keep (F) because Passage A uses a great deal of figurative 

language, while Passage B is more straightforward. Eliminate (G) 

because Passage A does not highlight King’s sense of humor. 

Eliminate (H) because Passage A does not primarily focus on King’s 

career path. Eliminate (J) because Passage A focuses more on King’s 

music than on his kindness and humble character. The correct answer 

is (F). 
 

29. B



 

This reasoning question asks how the narrator of Passage A would 

most likely respond to the statement in Passage B on lines 74–75. 

Read a window around the line reference. In lines 74–75, King states, 

When someone do say something negative, most times I think about it, 

but it don’t bother me that much. The author of Passage A feels deep 

appreciation for King and his music. Therefore, the author would 

likely think favorably of King’s statement. Eliminate (A), (C), and (D) 

because each of these is negative. Esteem is consistent with deep 

appreciation, so keep (B). The correct answer is (B). 
 

30. H 
 

This reasoning question asks for an idea that both passages suggest. 

Because this question asks about both passages, it should be done 

after the questions that ask about each passage individually. Consider 

the Golden Thread of both passages. Although Passage A mentions 

the Blues helping with pain, there is no mention of the music’s ability 

to heal sickness. Eliminate (F). Eliminate (G) because there is no 

discussion about who can or can’t play the Blues. Keep (H): in line 7 

of Passage A, King says, Life is sad…sometimes. In lines 60–65 of 

Passage B, King talks about the kinds of hard times that people go 

through. Eliminate (J) because there is no discussion of prejudice in 

Passage A. The correct answer is (H). 
 
 

PASSAGE IV 
 

31. C 
 

This reasoning question asks about the function of the second 

paragraph. Read the second paragraph as the window. The paragraph 

explains that defining intelligence in human terms might create a 

standard that other species can’t meet. Therefore, we can’t compare 

intelligence between species. Eliminate (A) because the rest of the



 

passage does not focus on human bias. Eliminate (B) because it 

contradicts the text from the passage. Choice (C) is supported by the 

paragraph, so keep it. Eliminate (D) because this paragraph does not 

provide background information about evolutionary niches. The 

correct answer is (C). 
 

32. J 
 

This reference question asks for the primary problem with defining 

intelligence as “the most highly refined capacities” of a given species. 

Look for the lead words “the most highly refined capacities” to find 

the window for the question. Lines 17–20 state that the definition 

makes intelligence something that can only be compared within a 

species, not across species. Look for an answer choice that matches 

this text from the passage. Eliminate (F) because the text does not 

indicate that the problem relates to an unmeetable standard. Eliminate 

(G) because the text does not indicate that the problem relates to 

environmental niches. Eliminate (H) because the text from the passage 

does not mention human intelligence. Keep (J) because it matches the 

text. The correct answer is (J). 
 

33. A 
 

This reference question asks which behavior is NOT intelligent, 

according to the passage. Work backward and use lead words from the 

answers to find the window for this question. Look for the lead word 

spider, which can be found in line 34. Lines 35–36 state that a spider 

that spins a web is not considered to be displaying intelligence, so 

keep (A). Look for the lead word elephant. Lines 39–40 state that an 

elephant that picks a lock at the zoo is…acting intelligently. Eliminate 

(B). Look for the lead words veined octopus. Lines 42–44 state that 

the veined octopus is intelligent because of its actions, so eliminate 

(C). Look for the lead word parrot. Lines 61–65 present Alex the



 

parrot’s ability to identify and group objects as intelligent. Eliminate 

(D). The correct answer is (A). 
 

34. H 
 

This reference question asks how scientists often start their 

assessment of an animal’s intelligence. Look for the lead words 

scientists and assessment to find the window for the question. Lines 

24–26 say that scientists frequently begin assessing an animal’s 

intelligence based on its susceptibility to classical or operant 

conditioning. This method involves pairing either a stimuli or a 

behavior with certain consequences, and waiting to see if a subject 

learns to…act accordingly. Look for an answer choice that matches 

this text from the passage. Eliminate (F) because the idea of solving 

new and complex problems does not match the text. Eliminate (G) 

because the text does not indicate that scientists first identify the most 

highly refined capabilities of a species. Keep (H) because it is a 

paraphrase of the text from the passage. Eliminate (J) because the 

passage never mentions testing an animal’s capacity to absorb 

information. The correct answer is (H). 
 

35. A 
 

This reasoning question asks how the author of the passage would 

most likely describe the behavior of the beaver. Because this is a 

general question, it should be done after all the specific questions. 

Look for the Golden Thread. The passage discusses the definition of 

intelligence in animals, and the beginning of the fourth paragraph 

states that one of the primary sources of evidence for intelligence is 

the ability to solve novel problems. Keep (A) because the beaver in 

the example solves the stick problem by using bark—a solution to a 

novel problem. Eliminate (B) because long-term planning is a trait of 

something being intelligent, not unintelligent. Eliminate (C) because 

there is no indication that the behavior is the result of operant



 

conditioning. Eliminate (D) because the Clever Hans effect would 

prove a lack of intelligence, if true. The correct answer is (A). 
 

36. J 
 

This reference question asks how the shelters of the veined octopus 

differ from those of crabs and ants. Look for the lead word veined 

octopus to find the window for the question. Lines 44–48 discuss the 

long-term planning abilities of the veined octopus, stating that the 

octopus’s behavior is better evidence that it can conceptualize a goal 

and then act on it. Eliminate (F) because it applies to crab and ant 

shelters. Eliminate (G) because sturdiness is not mentioned in the 

passage. Eliminate (H) because architectural interest does not appear 

in the passage. Keep (J) because it matches the text from the passage. 

The correct answer is (J). 
 

 


